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UFOs; A HISTORY 1954: JA."'DARY-YAY 

"It's landing!" 
PaniC gripped Pfc. Harrison Bennett the night of December.30, 1953 when a 

brilliant, crlmSon point of light seemed to swoop close to his guard post. 
Grabbing a butcher knife the terrified soldier ran into the darkness yelling: 
"It's landing m the tank shed!" 1. The excited Arrrrr man found no invaders. 
Likewise, the troops searching the area discovered no trace of anything un­
usual. 

New Year's morning. 

At 4: 20 a.m. the red mystery made another appearance in the sky. Soldiers 
said it:" ... moved northeast, then south, then north and remamed over the 
tank shed at an elevation of about 3500 feet ••. and that it lay under the moon 
until morning." 2. 

News accounts in the Washington Daily News listed official reactions to the 
odd manifestations. --

The base Provost Marshal, tfujor D.D. Pomerleau, witnessed the phenomenon and 
then told the press the thing was like a blinking red traffic light, soundless, 
and was sharply delineated. He stated:" ..• I have friends and a professional 
reputation and as far as I'm concerned just say it's an aircraft navigation 
light." 3. 

The Marine base information officer, Major A.B. Ferguson, announced:"We did 
at no time dispatch troops to fight off the invaders or capture them or wel­
come them aboard or anything else." 4. The Washington ~ News, however, 
did some checking and learned that official records stat~ 13-man detail ar­
rived (at 11:15 p.m. Dec. 30) from Camp Barrett and made a search of the area 
in which the light was first seen. The search proved fruitless." 5. 

The r.1arine guards were pretty wrked up. Exactly what they were dealing 
with eluded their understanding. When it was suggested the UFO was just an 
aircraft navigation light, Private Viet lashed out: "That was no airplane. I 
first thought it might be a weather balloon, but it wasn't. Either way, you 
could have seen the shape." 6. Viet continued: ''Nobody in the barracks 
knows. They're just talking flying saucers, that's all. They're talking 
about men from r.tars and everything else you could name." 7. 

The news media played it up. The Associated Press on January 4th proclaim­
e<l.:"Probe of Flying Light Is Started," and the United Press news service an­
nonced that:" •.• a l'l}'Sterious flying object landed and took off ••• " 8. 

Convincing the press. 

The following day(January 5th) newsmen were assembled at Quantico to hear 
an official explanation. 

~lajor John Shearer' of 1-la.rine Intelligence and Hajor POMerleau, Provost 
~farshal, played host to the representatives of the Fourth Estate telling the 
gentlemen that aircraft navigation lights were definitely the cause of ~~e 
uproar. The officers said that at 6:40p.m. the strange phenomenon would 
make an appearance. Sure enough, at exactly 6:40 someone shouted:'"lbere it 
is''' 9. The newsmen ran outdoors and beheld a faint, flashing, red point of 
light low in the southwest sky and at the same time heard !-lajor Shearer say he 
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;- "f!_1 .-.;:.;: __ ·---~-- -
~ Do you ire next door to 1 man from Venus? -,. . 
i The most e:rclting frae adve11t11re of fllem all proves 

INTERPLANETARY TRAVEL IS FACT, NOT FICTION, •• 

Read this fantastic, but authentic and documented 
account of an actual meeting with a man from Venus. 
Read what this visitor from outer space said about 
other Venusians who have seHied on earth ••• , 
about the dangers of atomic warfare.,. see pictures, 
of the Venusian footprints, and the hieroglyphic 
menage he left for our world-a message that top 
brains In the country ore still trying to decipher 
today In 

lOOk ClNnE. ·- SA 
Ul !at StrMt, N...- YVf'll 12. N. Y .. 
P1"" .... 1M MY aJpy of JlYlNO SAUCttS 
tiAYI LANDED l,poolpao4l I ••clo10 $UO. 

'I 

A VTHliNDCATJ!I) dOC\lMtllts 
.t1 and J>hotogra pbs ftOn 
tbh book IS f.nl, not fictsDtr -
a trUe aeeowu of the most his­
toric meetU!g of the 2.0th cen· 
~-the opetJmg of a new en 
of 1nterplaoerary relations. 
Tbe Am fart of this viral 
book is a historical rnclng of 
aU the u.ucer sigbungs that 
have evor taken place , , • ftot:ll 
anaent Egypt ro the present 
day-an astonishing chroaicle 
of ioterpla.nerary tnftic. Ia the 
HCOnd half is the story of the 
momentous :meettng with a 
ma.n from outer space, which 
ftook place in the open-in the 
/I•IJetiCI Of rtJiab/1 fllitniSSIS. 
Now, for the fint time, thu 
outspokeo book breaks 
through the bush· bush gov· 
emmeot coDSpiracr to ignore 
the facts about ll.ymg uucers. 

,Send today for the handsome, 
illustrated, clothbound book 
that dares to r,rove there it 
life oa other p aoets. 

II• I 
I 

~~ I 
I 

1111111111111111111111~.~~~~----------~~::~::::::.J 

Bethurum did enjoy some success, but he never came close to replacing 
George Adamski as the "foremost contactee." A measure of the difference 
was the number of books Adamski sold compared to his Redondoan Beach rival. 
&mg Saucers Have Landed outsold Bethurum's Aboard A B,y:mg Saucer 15. by 
sucna wide marg!ilit wasn't even a contest. floreover,Adamskl wrote two 
more books that were commerically published. Bethurtml tried h1s hand at a 
second work, bhcing Reahty, that was so boring evidently no publisher 
would take a ance. • 
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could clearly see an airplane W1th red navigation lights with the aid of his 
binoculars he had brought along. 

At 7:45 p.m. another shout called attention to so~e lights rising straight 
up some distance away. Again ~~jar Shearer was able to Interpet the source 
of the lumination by announcing his binoculars showed the UFOs to be light 
carrying weather balloons. 

At 8:15 p.~. the Major pointed out a twinkling point in the heavens and 
exclalllled:"It's a star!" 10. (One supposes this series of exaP~ples was an 
attempt to explained all the reported motions of the mystery light:horizonal 
moveMent, climbing movement, and hovering). 

Finally, the reporters were taken to Washington National Alrport to so 
they could take pictures of the red tail lights on the airliners landing and 
taking off. 11. (50,000 candlepower Grlllles Beacons had been recently install­
ed on the passenger planes) 

The Quantico lights and civilian UFO experts. 

Of course all this strange sky light business did not escape the attention 
of Donald Keyhoe and Coral Lorenzen . 

. Keyhoe chose to title his version of the events"Cover-up at Quantico," 12. 
while Coral Lorenzen headlined her group's UFO newsletter story on the subject: 
"Attempt7d Landll:tg at Quantico." 13. Mrs. Lorenzen told her readers any 
furt~er Information on the Quantico case was unlikely due to security consid­
eratlOns. She also noted that APRO members living in Virginia knew of no re­
ports of UFO activity in the region. 14. 

Other civilian saucer detectives. 

As Al Bender's order to shut down the International Flying Saucer Bureau 
(IFSB)became effective on January 1, 1954; another civilian UFO organization 
came into existence,"The Little Listening Post" which set up shop on Illinois 
Avenue in downtown Washington D.C. Meanwhile, the Los Angeles California 
"Civilian Saucer Investigations" group felt it had enough data to draw some' 
conclusions, deciding that the reality of unexplained aerial objects was ir­
refutable, agreeing with the U.S. Air Force that "credible witnesses" were 
reporting some Incredible things." 

The CSI people considered the reported objects incoMprehensible to science 
and therefore must be from another world an unknown distance away. Referring 
to Its Modest data bank, the group declared:'1bere is little spectacular mat­
erial in these reports, but the constant repetition of descriptions of well­
defined configurations and types of phenomena, the repeated reports of the 
same flight characteristics, and global spread of the sightings all point de­
fimtely to the interstellar possibility." 16. 

While CSI had reached a conclusion with some speed, In general the organ­
ization suffered from a lack of vigor that contrasted sharply with the excel­
lent qualifications of some of its members, and perhaps from a lack of plans 
to go national. Satisfied with the little data it had already gathered, 
there appeared to be no strong leadership on the issue of long term goals. 

George Adamsk1. 

The year 1954 started off with a long excerpt of George ~ki's £!ling 
Saucer Have Landed in the January issue of Pageant Jllagaz1ne. It was llifro-
duced with a short note by the editor that denied the magazine would vouch 
for the story but did call the material highly readable and having rare 
"shock value" whatever that was suppose to mean. 
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However, not everything was going that great for AdaMSki. As feared, Jer­
rold Baker had rebelled and had talked freely to J~es Moseley, an editor of a 
civilian UFO bulletin. Baker chargeg that AdaMSki had faked his so-called 
space ship p1ctures by photographing a model. Moseley brought Baker's ver­
son of events and attacked the California contactee in the coll.lJTUls of t-!exus. 
On January 4, 1954 Adamski pored out his anger In a letter to a faithf'ii!l 
adl'li.rer of his, Laura Mundo of Detroit, ~tichigan, writing that ~klseley was a 
"young snip" who preferred "distorting the truth to thinking." 17. 

An Au Force COI'llllent. 

Bes1des ~eant there was Allen Long's essay in the January issue of Sci­
ence ~est titled:''The Air Force Looks At 'Saucers.'" Since Long only­
mterVIewroan Air Force spokesman, nothing much in the way of new infor­
mation was included, yet it is interesting the way the spokesMan discussed 
the subJect of "sensational UFO reports." The spokesman told Science Di­
gest it was Air Force policy to remain silent If a UFO viewer had suffered 
anliallucination or had perpetuated a hoax. He admitted this policy had the 
effect of deeping the mystery about the subject but it also had the advanage 
of not detering future legitimate reports from sincere persons who feared 
public ridicule. 

With an unconcealed chuckle, the Air Force sPokesman added:''You can never 
tell when one of these darn thmgs will land." 18. 

UFOs downunder. 

An Australian UFOlogist noted:"A few isolated reports were received in 
the early SO's but it wasn't until the global wave of 1954 that we experi­
enced a small flap. Melbourne, Victoria, was the scene of several des­
criptions of saucer-shaped objects, some even durmg the daylight." 20. 

Ne\.,r Years Day Captain D. Barker, a pilot for the Australia National Air­
line, saw a strange object moving tens tmes faster than a jet and bigger 
in size than a DC-3 at a low altitude above Yarra Valley in the Victoria 
district. At 10:15 a.m. in the morning this object, having the appear­
ance of a "huge metallic mushroom" and shooting off shafts of light, zoom­
ed passed Captain Barker's plane, ducked into a cloud for a few seconds, 
and then desended into the clear where the airliner pilot got a good look 
at it. 21. 

That afternoon at 2:30p.m. a strange incident took place near Melbourne 
where a "tumbling, box-like" object was reported in the sky which was "dived 
on" by a ball of vapor(?)." Both "things" then disappeared. Later, an odd 
smoking fireball zoomed across the heavens. 

A little less than an hour later(3:17 p.m.) at Hampton, Australia, an ob­
ject said to look like a "clear plastic flying dish" travelled across the 
sky. 

That evening at 8:45 p.m. a large metallic-looking object spewing a fiery 
bluisn wake was sighted. One witness estimated the object was only some 300 
feet In the air at one point in its travels but that seems unlikely since it 
was visible from many different locations. 22. 

Alice Springs, Australia. 

Sometime In January a large, dark, round, object was Sighted hanging 
motionless in the air above Ht. Gillen, peak near the Australian town of 
Alice Springs which 1s located in the very heart of the continent. The ob­
ject was an estimated 1 SO feet in diameter. A photograph was taken of the 
obJect while 1t was motionless and before 1t whizzed away at high speed, ac-

l 



Rlght: 

Bethurum "swears on a B1ble" 

he is telling the truth. The 
book to the lower right is 

h1s published account of his 

supposed contact, Aboard~ 

f!y~ Saucer. This picture 
appeared in the Santa Cruz, 

Cal1fornia, Sentinel-News. 

.· 
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Left: 

Hundreds of people in 

Southern Cal1fornia re­

quested cop1es of the 

September 25, 1953 

Redondoan Beach, 

California Daily 

Breeze that carr1ed 

the Bethurum story; so 

many in fact, the 

article was reprinted 

on January 1, 1954. 
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1. To request appronl ror A'l'IC otricer to trtlTel to Rapid C 1 ty, South 
Dllkota, llnd Di:sl!WlrClc, t!OTth Dakota, tor tbe purpose of' determining the ori­
Bin or a reported unldent1!'1f.'d npng obJect. 

FACT.l JUfD DISCUSSIO!I: 

2. ·on 5 Aug 53 • atgbting vaa made in tbe vicinity or Rmpid CltJ, 
South Dakota, b-y mmw!'oua reli.llble !llilita:ry and elv1.l1n.n ob.,,.rvers. Another 
aigbting vaa n~d t'rOIIl Bls-.rck, North Dakota, on the 1'1'\:!!lf!t ds.te and ap­
~IU"1td to be th<lt sl!l- obJect. The object Y!UI also tracu.t b7 r~ar. 
Inv-estlsatlon t:olla-<1 but: witbOtlt tbe 11id of an astronomer and the cue 
l"ttlllllln. un..olftl!. 

3. Dr. U~k ot Ohlo State Unhenlt)', eontraet IUitronomer to ProJect 
Blue Book, baa bad tb1a e .. • under study e.n4 bellene that a aatist:actary 
eooclmion ,_., be n•c:Mf. b1' a Joint on-tbe-apot in'f'ltatigation. 

it. ProJ.c:t 'Bll.MI Boolr. bell•TeS tbat thia 111 a aignU'icant case and 
shoulil be aolntd tcw t.bl JnSl"PPOI• of ita poilt11'ble aeientU'le value u 11'1111 
u to dbcoura!3'8 1 u uae by wri t8!'S Yho •1 draY their O'Wil concludona in 
lira of an of1'1clal nlutton. It ill, tt.retore, rec~nded. that Ca-gt 
Cba:rl- A. Bardin (in t:~ Yitb Dr. Hynek) pt"1:1Cee4 to Rap14 C1t11 3on,t.b 
Dakota, aDil 81.-rek, •l.'ll:"t.h DUtrt:a, tar ~tel1 5 4aJ'8 'mY._ 19 . 

cording to the Alice Spr1ngs Centralian Advocate which published the photo 
(The exact date of this incident 1s not known to this writer --Loren Gross) 
23. 

January 3rd. More from Australia. 
~felboume airport was swamped w1th UFO reports by January 3rd. One of 

them was about a thin, flat, shiny obJect which rocked back and forth high 
in the sky over Victor1a. As the thing flashed in the sunlight it threw off 
a purplish halo of light. There was no sound as it took off at, according 
to the report, "five degrees a second." The observer was John W. Boyle, 
Vice-President of the Victor1a branch of the Brit1sh Astronomical Associa­
tion, who saw the strange thing at 11 a.m. in the moTnlng of January 3rd. 
At first glance Mr. Boyle thought the obJect was a piece of paper being 
tossed about by the W1nd. There was no surface au currents. 

That evening at 8:30p.m., also at Victor1a, three women spotted a we1rd 
sp1nn1ng obJect. 24. 
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January 4th. 

"There were SOJl\e cases we could not explam. Never could." . 
The 4th fell on a tfonday. That day Writer HacKinlay Kantor checked his 

wnstwatch early m the evening. He noticed It was 6:07 p.l'l. He had never 
seen a flymg saucer and was, as he discnbed hlJtlSelf, a "gril'lly detemined 
Doubting Thomas." Besides, he was a successful literary professional, a Pul-
11 tzer Prize winner, so he had nothing to prove by "seeing thmgs." 

Kantor owned a beachhouse on Siesta Key, an island in the Gulf of f.lexico 
near Sarasota, Florida. He was standmg on his private beach that Monday 
when he sighted something !'lotionless in the air out over the water. He 
could only guess at its distance or its size but there see!'len little doubt the 
thing was one of the so-called flymg saucers. He yelled tor his wife but 
his house was too far away so Kantor dashed over to his neighbur, Dr. Gilles­
pie, who had just stepped outside. Kantor yelled:"LOOK! LOOK!" and pointed 
at the IJFO. Dr. Gillespie saw something and at fust thought he was looking 
at an airplane but quickly changed his m1nd when it was obvious the object 
was standing still. 

What did the thing look like? Kantor swears it resel'lbled the "top third of 
an apricot." If the object had any interesting details like ''portholes" or 
"windows," they could not be descerned due to the distance but a cruved top 
surface that gleamed from the light of the setting sun was visible and a rim 
of SO!'le sort was seen running around the bottom and a dark shadow on the ob­
ject's underside testified to its 3-dlmensional character. 

Now that he had a second eyewitness, Kantor turned to seeking SOI'le l'leasure­
able data. Using so!'le trees as reference points, he detemined how my de­
grees above the horizon the object was and also the thing's bearing. 

It spite of how impressed Kantor was with the sight, critics like Dr. Men­
zel would have insisted the object was a balloon if the object had not co­
operated m helpmg to prove it was a "high strangeness" object by suddenly 
shooting away at an incredible speed. Fortunately Kantor had the thing un­
der observation when it finally moved. He followerl it with his eyes as it 
took a diagonal, ascending course to the southwest. A veteran correspondent 
who was familar with the latest aircraft, Kantor was astonished by the UFO's 
velocity,cOI'lparing it to a streaking meteor. 

Kantor checked his wristwatch again. The time was 6:11 p.!'l. He had 
observed the UFO for some 4 mintues. 

A man who knew his way around l'lilitary establishments, Kantor rushed over 
to Florida's Hac Dill AFB where he confronted Col. Michael He Coy, a corrrnan­
der of a bOI'lb wing. Kantor excitedly told his story, drawing a picture and 
urgmg that Project BUJE BOOK be notified immediately. Col ~1cCoy just shug­
ged and remarked that BUJE BOOK would just insist on SOJl\e conventional explan­
ation,so why not forget the incident? Kantor stiffen and excla1med he would 
~forget! 

As he would later write, Kantor did not have to believe in UFOs because 
after his experience he knew such objects existed. 

In 1965 when fomer Air Force Chief of Staff E. La Hay pennerl his auto­
biographY ~Iss Ion \Vith Ie.fav --Mv Storv, Kantor was selected to aid the old 
warnor by proVldmg e<htorial aav~ Dunng the preparation of the manu­
script, Kantor broached the subject of UFOs. The General replierl with the 
usual Au Force conments about balloons, buds , stars, etc. , but he ad!'ll tted 
that occasionally reputable individuals had seen sOI'lething very odd. P£ 
said:"ihere were some cases we could not explam. Never could." 25. 
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Second "landing" at ~langnane? 

What made Marignane field "so different?" There were thousands of a1r~ 
f1elds m the world so why would Nangnane in southern France be singled out 
for two "UFO landings , " assurn1ng of course the incidents are true. 

The f1rst such "landmg" took place back on October 27,1952 and was sup­
posed to have been witnessed by French custom agent Gabr1el Gachigna1d. It 
was now the even1ng of January 4, 1954. At Marignane field the a1r was cold 
and there ware gusts of wind. The sky was f.1oonless. Outside the great 
Boussiron Hanger adjacent to the maJ.n runway was M. Chesneau on f1reguard. 
The fellow huddled in a corner out of the blasts of ch1lly air, nonetheless 
from his positJ.on he could st1ll see much of the airfield, and as one can 
1magine he was easily dJ.stracted from his boring duty by aircraft traffic. 
The time was 9: 00 p.m. and no aucraft was expected, yet out of the southern 
sky came a lurnmous ball that approached the airstrip at moderate velocity. 
The "plane" touched down, botmced a fe\v times, and stopped. Astonished, M. 
Chesneau ran to a phone to alert the control tower and ~rignane field's 
Officer-in-charge. 

An immediate search of the area in the darkness discovered no "airplane" 
or anything tmusual. The thing, 1f it had landed, must have departed leav~ 
ing no trace. W1th the l1ght of day, however, there was a discovery on the 
runway. Strange metallic fragments, dense, dark-gray, spheres with six inch 
stems with curled ends; were scattered about on the tarmac. The stems look­
ed as if they had been subjected to heat, "soldered" onto the spheres. The 
forementioned information was gathered by French reporter Constant Vautra­
vers of the newspaper Le Provencal. 

Gueiu invest1gates. 

When French UFO investl.gator Jimmy Gueiu learned of the "landing," he 
made numerous inquiries over the phone but didn't get anywhere. People 
e1ther refused to speak about the supposed incident or referred him to some­
one else, and those who he was referred to, likewise had nothing to say. It 
was the all too familar "run~arotmd." It was even denied that UFO witness 
even ex1sted. 

The reporter Vautravers eventually managed to contact Chesneau and set up 
an interv1ew, but the UFO witness never kept the appointment. 

Airport police were quest1oned by radio reporter Pierre Cordelier, but 
the lawman brushed off the incident as the "display of an experimental roc­
ket." 26. 

A Marseilles manufacturer who chose to remain anonymous informed the 
press that he was motoring home with a car full of fam1ly and friends about 
10:45 p.m. It was Tuesday evenmg, January 5, 1954(the day after the "land­
ing" at 1'-larignane). In the outskirts of Saint-~rtin-deCrau the people in 
the car spotted a big red globle hanging in the air. The witnesses had the 
ball in. view for about three seconds before it jumped vertically at terrific 
speed. A glow1ng ray or trail remained behind but it stayed visible for 
only a few moments before fadmg. 27. 

''t-lystery ~loon." 

The w1tness noticed a "black, round, object with a lighted rim" station­
ary in the sky. The thmg was clearly outlined and was at an altitude of 
23 degrees. The witness was A/2C Gordon E. Bruebach, an Air Policeman at 
Wurtssmith AFB, Oscoda, Michigan. He first thought he was observing the 
~bon. There was an overcast w1th th1ck clouds. The tJ.me was 8:00p.m., 
January 6th. 

.. 



' 9 

For about 16 minutes the '"loon" hung in the dark sky above the wind m­
dlcator on the a1rf1eJd. Was 1t close? Was it far away? Apparently there 
\vas no way to know and no reason to get exclted, but then the thmg roved. 
It:" ... made a turn 5 degrees up and 7 degrees to the right, then stra1ght 
a\vay until 1t disappeared." 28. 

Tooma, N.S.W., Australia. 
A couple of Austral1an gentlemen were on vacation near Tooma, Australia, 

and were unaware a UFO flap was in progress. They had not been l1sten1ng 
to the radio nor had they been reading any newspapers. 

At noon on January 5, 1954 the men not1ced something so odd they rushed 
to telephone the R.A.A.F. headquarters 1n !>lelbourne. 

It seems that in the eastern sky there was a tr1o of bright, round, ob­
jects travelling very fast toward the west. What caught the eye was the 
fact that although the objects were moving in one general direct1on --west, 
they were at the same time "orbit1ng each other." After a time, the tno 
changed theu headmg: " ••. one headed South followed by 112 and #3 after an 
mterval, line astern formation." 29. 

January 6th. "They are not a joke." 
The importance of the UFO mystery was underscored by the Superintendent 

of Traffic Control, Department of C1vil Aviation, Melbourne, Australia; 
when on January 6th he officially released a collection of UFO reports 
covering the period from November 1951 to July 8,1953. The areas studied 
were New South Wales, Victoria, and Queensland. Witnesses comprised people 
in impress1ve occupations: airdrome officers, control tower operators, pl­
lots, etc. Phenomena listed included:Illum1nated cylinders, star-like bod­
ies moving at h1gh speed, V-shaped formations of objects travelling sound­
lessly, and one case that ment1oned a glowing fishbowl-like thing that flew 
around a DC-3. The Super1ntendent appealed for more reports stating:'1bey 
are !!.2.!. a joke." 30. 

Meteor or what? 
'The American CIA survey1ng foriegn newspapers found the following in the 

Liege, Belgium, newspaper Le Monde du Trava1l: 
"On 7 January 1954 at 0420 hours, a Sabena p1lot prepar1ng to land 

at Melsbrock saw a ball of fire low on the hor1zon, mov1ng in a north­
northwesterly direction. The ball was white, edged with green,and was 
followed by a long tra1l. The phenomenon illuminated the whole sky 
and the p1lot supposed at the t1me that it was a green rocket signal 
set off by the airport author1ties. Since the latter denied th1s, it 
was assumed that he had seen the same light which was seen over 
Dieppe." 31. 
We have two sources that mention the phenomenon at Dieppe. Both tell of 

a blinding explosion that turned night into dav and broke wmdows. It was 
sa1d the rema1ns of the meteor, or whatever it was, fell 1nto the English 
Channel off shore near D1eppe. Witnesses abord a French trawler reported 
the passage of a tremendous ball of fire leav1ng sparks 1n its wake. 32. 

Jimmy Gieu, a French source for this ep1sode, asserts that the object 
passed over the towns of Arras, Orch1es, and D1eppe in a "series of short 
curves" and for a t1me "hovered for a few seconds." 33. 
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QUEL ETAIT CET ETRANGE RODEUR DU CIEL? 

Nouveaux temoignages sur le passage' d'un 
bolide flamboyant au-dessus Ile __ notre region: 

r CERTAINES OBSERVATIONS SEMBLERAIENT EXCLURE 
L'HYPOTHESE METEORE. ALORS ? •••. 

QUl COHti.URl ' 
0f' \QUlK CH lDJ'ort:D&UODL Q\lt 

f'DUI. hue "' n maa.caua encore bltll 
4tt u•nattcnc=~nu uot.a.mmeu1: au• 
l h• ure esa~t d.u pa .... ce 1& cUr• :; .. 
t1on de ••obJet. aea cb&llC:emen':.S 
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A CIA agent in North Africa d1scovered the following 1n a French lang­
uage newspaper. The,agent documented th1s: 

"At approximately 0427 hours on 7 January 1954, a flery d1sk, fol­
lowed by a lum1nous tra1l, was sighted 1n Arras, Pas-de-Calals Depart­
ment. An observer stated that the disks rema1ned motionless in the 
sky for an instant, after which 1t flew away and disappeared over the 
horlZon." 34 . 
(See French newspaper chpping from the La Bourg~gJ"te ~ublicaine) 

The Belgium "bolide" seen on the 7th by the Sabena p1lot, wtnte edged 
with green, gives some interest to a Brooklyn, New York, UFO report. For 
three n1ghts straight some wo~en at a Brooklyn address reported something 
that resmbled a large dinner plate that was very bright in the center:" ••. 
Wlth l1ght streamers like sparks which seemed to run from the center of the 
core to the outer rim. The outer rim seemed to be of a deep green color 
that shimmered 1 ike haze ... " 35. 

The UFO was seen stat1onary at a high altitude when first seen and after­
ward shooting up too fast for the eye to follow. 

The object was always to the west in the direction of Seagate on January 
7 th at 1:45 a.m., January 8th at 1:30 a.m., and January 9th at 11:30 p.m. 
36. 

January 8th. UFOs over Berlin. 

U.S. Air Force OSI records state: 
"On 8 January 1954, a German resident of the American Sector of Ber­

lin noted an unident1fied object, similar in appearance and size to 
a full moon, traveling in a straight path from northwest to southeast 
over the American Sector of Berlin. Time of observat1on was 2027 
hours (local time), and source observed the object for a period of 
approximately five (5) to seven (7) seconds, at which time it dis­
appeared behind the surrounding buildings. Weather conditions at 
the time of observation were clear sky, a new quarter moon, wrnd ap­
proximately five (5) to ten (10) miles per hour, and temperature 20 
degrees to 25 degrees F. Source could give no identifying aero­
dyn~ic features but stated that there was no sign of exhaust trail 
nor could any sound he heard from the object. The object traveled 
m a straight line at a constant altitude and speed. Source was 
unable to estimate altitude of the obJeCt but stated that speed of 
the object appeared to be twice that of a jet fighter aircraft but 
much slower than the speed of a meteor." 38. 
More UFO news from Australia. 
en January 8th a bright orange UFO with the appearance of two saucers 

rlm-to-rim was seen over Ham1lton at 9:45p.m. according to the observer, 
~IT. Alan Brown. 

Hours later, approximately midnight, at Sale, Australia, a~. R. Cobam 
and h1s ne1ghbor v1ewed an aer1al object low on the horizon move up and 
down, and change from red, to green, and then back to red. 39. 

The next day the press quoted an officer of the Royal Austral1an Air 
Force: 
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"I belleve, from the infonnation we have received, that the ob­
jects could have an interplanetary source. People on earth should 
be able to fly into•outer space within about 40 years. Why shouldn't 
people on other planets have already reached this stage?" 40. 

Lock, Nevada. (See teletype report) 
South America ''wakes up." 

There are scant sources of information in English but it seems UFO 
sightings began to emanate from South America at this time. Coral l.oren­
zen of the civilian group APRO had yet to establish what would become pro­
bably the best Latin American UFO infonnation network ever, but she did 
learn that on January 9, 1954 a wire press story datelmed Lima, Peru, 
discussed the idea of a "UFO base" near t.faranon River because of the "fre­
quency of sightings in the area." 41. 

Searching for something? Further comment on the Amer1can mystery. 
Some 30 m1les northwest of Quantico where the 1-farines were excited by 

repeated visits by a supposed low-flying UFO is the city of Warrenton, 
Virginia. Observers at Warrenton noticed a strange orange light moving 
about in an undulating manner an estimated 30 feet above the tops of the 
trees in the area. Speculation by the witnesses centered on the light 
being some kind of aerial camera searching the countryside. 42. 

France too. 

Similarily, a UFO was reported wandering about over the countryside of 
France. The thing put on quite a show for two hours:6-8 a.m. on January 
9th. 

According to an investigator of the French civilian UFO group Ouranos, 
a Charles Garreau, the sky object in question appeared first over the com­
munity of Luneville where it was seen glowing a brilliant scarlet. The 
same object was then over Nancy glowmg yellow, and then above Hontigny-le­
Roy and two other towns, Langres and Gemeawx, where the object appeared red 
with green stripes. Finally, the thing was visible moving over Poligny 
showing a yellow-red color and leaving a blue trail behind it. 

Garreau makes no mention of the color of the UFO when it passed over 
two more towns but did say something about the object's maneiNers. As the 
thing sped over Chatunont it changed course while under observation, making 
a sharp turn and when arriving at l.ons-le-Saulnier the thing hovered for a 
bit before speeding away leavmg behind a huge red pltune of smoke. 

Generally, the UFO' s speed varied as did the altitude as indicated by 
witnesses statements, and the apparent size ranged from an orange to the 
full moon. 43. 

Australia yet again. 
Another story of a UFO movmg about in a seeming aimless fashion was a 

report by a pilot for the Australian National Airlines, Capt. W. Booth, 
who was flying a passenger plane in an airlane about 100 miles northeast 
of Adelaide when just after sunset he sighted a strange object directly 
ahead an est1mated SO miles. The UFO .,.'lls moving erratically, circling 
slowly and then shifting side to s1de. 44. 

In the sky over Adelaide, from 2:30 to 3:15 a.m. January lOth, a UFO 
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was watched by four witnesses. It also moved erratically, hovering, and 
shifting up, down, and sideways. It changed from orange to white. One 
of the witnesses clarmed that a tiny brilliant po1nt of light was seen fly­
ing around the bigger light. 45. 

"Celestial Phenomenon." 

We have no date and time concerning the case, but there was a curious 
story 1n a Swiss paper dated January 10, 1954. The CIA collected the 
following clipping and translated it into English. It read: 

"For a few seconds, inhabitants of Gemeaux, Cote d' Or Department, 
recently observed in the sky a red ball surmounted by a triangle. 
The phenomenon moved on without leaving a trail. The same obser­
vation was reported by several witnesses from Nom·elles-les-Champ­
li tte and Langras." 46. 

Another CIA report from the European press stated: 

"At 1030 hours on 12 January 1954, a 'flying saucer' crossed the 
sky over Saint Arnaud, in the Constantine(Tlmisia) area. The photo­
menan was witnessed by many persons, including Clmat, director of 
the Ecole Clemenceau, and his staff and students. The witnesses 
descri'6'e(f the object as a luninous disc moving from west to east, 
leaving long trails similar to ribbons. Its speed did not appear to 
be great, but it was impossible to determine its altitude. It quick­
ly disappeared over the horizon." 47. 

Saucer at a West Goast airfield? 

Coral Lorenzen, the director of the civilian UFO group, was tipped off 
on January 12th that Dr. Hynek and a BLUE BOOK officer had departed from 
Dayton on a special field investigation(It was the Rapid City incident ap­
parently). Wondering what was up, Coral Lorenzen wired Frank Edwards to 
ask if he had heard of anything making the rounds in Washington. Edwards 
replied in a hurry, informing the lady APRO director that there was an odd 
rumor circulating concerning the crash or landing of an unidentified object 
at a location near the California-Oregon State line five weeks earlier, and 
that certainly that Illlght well be the reason for the departure of the UFO 
investigators from Wright Field. Edwards said he had held off on the sen­
sational news until more details could be gathered. 

The next day Edwards couldn't contain himself, going public by telling 
his radio listeners that the recent restrictions imposed on newsmen by the 
BLUE BOOK people,on the grounds that "Donald Keyhoe's book &i:!!& Saucers 
From Outer ~ace had generated too much interest," may not oetne real rea­
son :ror-th"e censorship, that perhaps it was because a "captured flying disc 
may be undergoing an examination at a West Goast airfield." 

Mrs. Lorenzen's pulse rate shot up over this news so she notified the 
readers of the APRO Bulletin(January 15, 1954 issue) that due to Frank 
Edwards' information,and the apparent yearly pattern of massive UFO sight­
ings during the Summer months, the "saucer story is about to break" and 
that:"In view of this only quarterly(not yearly) subscriptions will be 
accepted." 48. Such optimism! 

We do know that there were restrictions imposed. That is a fact. 
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"Discourage its use by writers." 

Due to the impressive nature of the August 5,1953 UFO sighting at Rapid 
City, South Dakota, special orders were cut to send a follow up investiga­
tive team to do an on-the-spot inquiry. A BLUE BOOK memo stated in part: 

"ProJect Blue Book believes that this is a significant case and 
should be solved for the purpose of its possible scientific value as 
well as to discourage its use by writers who may draw their own con­
clusions in lieu of an official solution. It is, therefore, recom­
mended that Capt Olarles A. Hardin(m company with Dr. Hynek) proceed 
to Rapid City ..• " 49. 

"Brass curtain." 

In the U.S. there was less official cooperation. BLUE BOOK banned visits 
by newsmen. On January 6th the Cleveland Press compl~ined in a headlme: 
"BRASS OJRTAIN fiDES FLYING SAUCERS. 11 The Washington Daily News' story on 
this read: 

'111e Air Force will be unable to honor visits to the ATIC because the 
volumne of requests for information has seriously interfered with in­
vestigations. The mail has become so heavy that the two or three per­
sons detailed to investigating unidentified flying objects --called 
UFOs --are not getting anything else done." SO. 

Kelly AFB, Texas. 

A radar case dated January 14, 1954 located at Kelly AFB, Texas was ex­
plained as:''Weather effects as mdicated by motion, estimated speeds, and 
duration and persistance ••. " 51. The teletype report mentions: 

"OBJECTS REMAINED ON PPI SCOPE OF RADAR SYSTH1 FOR APPROXIMATELY 
0!\'E HaJR. AND FIFIY MINUTES ESTIMATED RATE OF SPEED OF OBJECTS FRCJ1 
100 TO 6,000 MILES IN A RADIUS OF 30 MILES. TI1REE OBJECTS JOINED 
T~E'IHER FOR APPOXIMATELY 11-IREE MINUTES AND TiffiN SEPARATED Willi A 
DEFINITE HEADING ••• II 52' 

There was fog and rain in the area which boosts the theory atJnospheric 
conditions were causing the strange targets, yet the following part of the 
teletype report is odd, which said of the objects:" ••. DISAPPEARED WHEN 
LOCAL AIRCRAFI' WAS IN ARFA RE1URNED AFTER AIRCRAFI' DEPARTED." 53. 

The intense interest of the CIA in what may be considered ''border­
line" UFO sightings(like the ones given above) is more understandable when 
one ponders the newsstories that appeared at this time: 

"january 14, 1954:New York newspapers state that Dr. Clyde Tom­
baugh of Lowell Observatory, is searching the skies for a group of 
tiny moons believed to be Circling the earth at altitudes of from 
10,000 to 240,000 miles. He is using the new Schmidt telescope. 
These little satellites are from one foot to 120 feet in diameter. 
The new telescope could photograph a forty-two foot object 100,000 
miles away, and a four foot object 10,000 miles away. The U.S: 
Arnry Ordnance Corps is interested, because for one thing, the dis­
coverv would assist in estimates of the cost of establishmg sta­
tions· out in space." 54. 
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Further comment on this issue was contained in a newsstory on the 18th, 
m which it was stated, that it was "within the realms of possibility" that 
m1ssiles could be laun~hed at American targets from structures in orbit and 
that aircraft pilots flying domestic routes needed to keep a sharp look-out 
of suspiClous ''UFOBs" that might pose a threat to the secunty of the Unit­
ed States. (See newspaper art1cle) 

Drew Pearson, in his ''Washington Merry-Go-Round" column, also dewelled 
on the mission of the Air Defense Command and UFOs, even the idea that the 
Alr Force was considering the planet Mars as a subject of investigation! 
(See newspaper article) 

Still another CIA report, again from Tunisia, stated: 
"At 1330 hours on 18 January, l'la1l}' persons in Saint Arn.aud observed 

an object leaving a double trail of white smoke, describing an im­
mense circle over the town. Several officers at La Remonte even 
heard a strange sound made by the object, which seemed to have come 
from the north. (A sim1lar observat1on had been made on 16 January, 
when the object had come from the west.) The meteorological sta­
tion at OJed Hamimime airport(near Constantine) reported that it had 



1" .o 

observed a double tra1l of smoke at 1400 hours but concluded that 
the smoke came from a plane flying at great altitude. 
"At 1430 hours, inhabitants of Set if saw an object arrive from the 

east, emutting bluish smoke trails and moving relatively slowly. 
After circling above the town for several seconds, it suddenly head­
ed back in the direction of Saint Arnaud at great speed. M:Jst of 
the spectators described it as be1ng cigar-shaped and fly~g at h1gh 
altitude. 
"Finally, at 1645 hours on the same day, a large, ltnninous,rectan­

gular-shaped object was seen over Ouled Djellal(ZOO kilometers south 
west of Setif) for over 30 mintues following a rectilinear course. 
The object came from the east and disappeared toward the west." 55. 

"Saucerer Royal." 
Even given the confusion of the times, it is still rather curious that on 

occasion so little res1stence was made to Adamski's claims. A case in 
point is the missive penned to the contactee's co-author, Desmond Lesl1e, on 
January 18,1954. Leslle, nick-named the "Saucerer Royal" because he knew 
members of the British Royal family and various VIPs, had presented a free 
copy of ~ing Saucers Have Landed to one of those VIPs, the Hon. George 
Ward, Bntisn Secretaryorstate for Air. In a letter with the foremen­
tioned date, Nard told Leslie that the tmusual volumne was "fascinating," 
but no doubt the warm tone of the review was due to the fact the men were 
chuns and was contained ~ a pr1vate corram.mication. 56. 
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January 25th. 

On the above date secret orders came down from the British War Office and 
~r Mim.stry directed to serV1cemen to not discuss in public any UFO Sight­
ings they may make. 57. 

January 26th. 

"I felt rather disturbed at first." 

Yet another ''meteor-like" phenomenon swept over France terrorizing people. 
At 4: SO a.m. on January 26th a strange thing appeared above Dijon moving 
northwest, a giant orange oval spewing a dazzling stream of vapor behind it. 
The thing gave off considerable light, a part of which was a momentary violet 
ray. It's unlikely the object was a meteor if there was any truth tore­
ports that place its passage at an altitude less then 4,000 feet. We know 
that a cloud ceiling was at 4,000 feet so unless the layer was very broken 
it seems evident the object was. below that level given its brilliance. Al­
though it may not have been a "saucer," its effects were nonetheless urmerv­
ing. At Nuits-Saint-Georges,a M. Guyennot was quoted as saymg:"I felt 
rather disturbed at first and asked JIIYSelf if I were dreaming." 58. Another 
fellow became blinded momentarily, and still another, aM. Louis Jacquot of 
the town Liffol-le-Grand, told police:"It looked as though the sky was split­
ting in two. I had a sharp burmng sensation in my eyes and ears." 59. Some 
people covered their eyes in fear, while others ran away seeking safety in 
flight. 60. 

January 27th. The "Heteor question. 11 

The meteor question came up in the Swedish press on January 27th. An 
American CIA agent noted the item and supplied headquarters with this trans­
lation: 

''Meteor expert Bertil Lindblad of the Lund Observatory has sub'l'ri.tted 
a reassuring report to the SWedish Defense Staff, regarding the fly­
ing saucer which a Transair Airlines pilot, Capt tnf Christiernsson, 
reported he saw on 17 December over Hassleholm and the large ~eteor 
sighted over southern Sweden, Bornholm, and Denmark on 9 January. 
In this report, Lindblad, who holds that the Hassleholm flymg saucer 
may well have been a meteor,'gave the scientific explanation, from a 
military point of view, of the suspicious fact that most of the balls 
of fire fly in from the east.'" 61. 

Sacramento, California. 

In the United States, the State of California had its own visit by an 
"orange-colored meteor." 

On January 27th the local Ground Observer post at Fairfield located in 
the north central valley flashed a UFO report to the regional Sacramento 
Filter Center. The six civilians at the Fairfield post discribed a round, 
orange-colored object at an estimated- 5,000 feet travelling hor1zonally. 
After being in view for some moments, the object abruptly shot straight up 
and was lost frOI'l VIew when it entered a cloud layer. 62. 

Quantico again. 
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There was a flurry of excitement again at Quantico, Virpma, on Jan­
uary 27th when someth1ng big and unidentified was reported flying only 25 
feet above the ground 1n the area. A search was made by m1litary air­
craft. 63. 

Yellow-orange ''meteor." 

A CIA report on a North African press story read: 

"According to statements by several persons, a round, luminous, 
yellow-orange appeared in the sky over Algiers at 1525 hours on 
27 January 1954; it was moving in the direction of Cap Hatifou. 
The object grew larger, tmtil it was two or three times the size 
of the Sun; then it diminished in size and disappeared on the hor­
izon, sinking, seemingly, into the sea." 64. 

"Special instruction on UFO reports." 

BLUE BOOK records contain a three page letter-report concerning the 
sighting of an illlknmm object hovering very high over Blackstone, Vir­
ginia, the afternoon of January 28, 1954. The object was said to have 
been a "shiny, white-colored, flat oval" that remained stationary during 
the entire time 1t was under observation by a witness on the ground. 
There was noL~ing in L~e report that would have disqualified a big Sky 
Hook balloon, on the other hand what little data there was did not prove 
the thing was not a spy platfom from the planet t-1ars either, except for 
the fact that the former suggestion was a more, we have to adru.t, likely 
possibility. 

What catches the eye of the UFO researcher, however, is the vrording 
in the papervrork that accompanies the UFO report. It states that the 
usual lur Force report Form 112 was not utilized because the "Director, 
Office of Security Investigations* to the 21st District Office of Spec­
ial Invest1gations," hid authorized UFO reports in a "letter form." The 
21st District was headquartered at langley AFB, Virginia, and its juris­
diction included a very important region(Washington D.C., CIA Headquar­
ters, etc.). One supposes the "special letter form permission" was 
given for one of tvro reasons:(!.) It Made the report a quicker read, or 
(2.) The letter form made it poss1ble to include information in more de­
tall. (A person might also surmise that no proper forms \vere on hand but 
note it was the secuncy people who made the request). 

It is also vrorth nothing that tne ''UFO letter" was addressed to the: 
"Director of Intelligence, Headquarters USAF, Washington 25, D.C.," and 
that BLUE BOOK at ATIC, Dayton, Ohio, was only routed an "information 
copy."- One can see the potential for mischief here. If it was possible 
to bypass BWE BOOK, was it be1ng done? 

"Nobody pays attention." 

The United Press newsservice would have people believe the UFO issue 
was dead. (See news clipping) 

* I have underlined these tvro words because I wonder if there was official 
worry over a threat to the nation's secur1ty. ---Loren E. Gross 
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- I 
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Keyhoe goes to Canada. 
Toward the end of January Donald Keyhoe flew to Canada to confer with 

Wilber S~th. After arr1ving Keyhoe stopped at North Bay where there was 
a RCAF Filter Center. The off1cer in charge, Flying Officer W1lliam 
Scott, told his American visitor:'~e've rece1ved several ••. fUFO reports) 
for which there is no normal explanation. Whatever the UFOs are, they're 
worth our serious consideration." 65. 66. 

Keyhoe then travelled to Ottawa where he discussed the UFO situation 
with Smith and examined the "Shirley Bay flying saucer observatory." 

Smith revealed a new idea of h1s to Keyhoe, a theory that the flying 
saucers used not only electromagnetic power(which the Shirley Bay facility 
was supposl:!d to detect), but also produced an "anti-gravity shield" that 
nade it possible for the craft to survive fast accelerations and sharp 
turns. It was a fantastic suggestion yet it would explain observed 
maneuvers by UFOs which evidently were not effected by "G" forces. More­
over, there was two other "graVlty shield" characteristics that would be 
manifested, Smith continued, and each would also explain puzzling UFO 
sightLngs: 1.) By producing 1ts own grav1tational field, dragging the air 
along with it, UFOs would be silent, not giving off engme sotmds or sonic 
booms. 2.) This molecular air cushion m1ght also produce a coronal dis­
charge. 

Key hoe made notes of Smith's 1deas and came to believe in them. 
The next person Keyhoe wanted to see was Deputy Minister Baldwin of 

the Canadian Department of Transport. Keyhoe was granted an interv1ew but 
it did not amotmt to much since Baldwin insisted that the Canadian Defense 
Research Board considered UFO reports classified information. Surt:lrised 
at this news Keyhoe snapped back, saying that it was a wonder the Shirley 
Bay UFn project had been given so much play in the press. In his reply, 
Baldwin gave the impression public knowledge of Smith's activity may have 
been a mistake. The Deputy ~llnister would not air any personal opinion 
about UFOs and expressed a hope the Shirley Bay effort would be able to 
gather definite evidence. That comment ended the interview. 67. 

"Discoverer of primordial cosmic energy(Orgone Energy)." 

One of the many unusual personalities to emerge from the turmoil of the 
year 1954 was a "Dr. Reich of the Orgone Institute." Based in Rangeley, 
Maine, Dr. Reich made himself known to the U.S. !Ur Force late in January 
1954 when he mailed to military author1ties a long report of a series of UFO 
sightings. The report was a bit more COI'Iplex than most since it contained a 
survey authored by Reich that discussed the ru.nnerous appearances of UFOs in 
the area of Rangeley. On the chance the case mi~tht produce useful data, the 
the Air Force's field investigat1ve team for BLUE BOOK, the 4602nd squadron, 
issued a teletype message on the matter that stated: 

"HO 4602D AISS-0 204 PD PERTAINS TO REPT OF UFOR PD ALLEGEDLY SIGHI'ED 
OFTEN SINCE TWENTY NINE JA.~ CNE NINE FIVE FaJR BY :t:XX:TOR REIO:I OF OR­
GONE INSTITUTE Q.fA ME PAREN GEOREF HJEQ OOE NINE FIVE EIGHT PAREN PD 
OBJ REPORTED TO HAVE APPEARED THREE TIMES rnE SIZE OF A STAR QviA COLOR 
YELI..CW Q.IA ASPECf BRIGHT PD NO FORmER INFO AVAILABLE PD SIGHTING RE­
PORTED TO MAJ( --deleted) Q.IA INTEL OFF QviA FIVE ZERO SIX STRATEGIC Fl'R 
WNG OIA roll AFB OfA ME PD REPT RELAYED TO FLT THREE G 4602D AISS PRES­
QUE ISLE AFB Q.1A THEN TO TIHS 1-Q ZERO NINE FEB ONE NINE FIVE FOJR PD 
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RELIABILITY OF OBSERVER IS FOX DASH SIX PD REQ DIRECI'IONS RElATIVE TO 
INITATING INVFSTIGATION"'rnROOGH FLT 11iREE E 46020 AISS ETHA1'-I-ALLEN 
AFB Q.fA vr PD END." 69 . 

Dr. Reich, who used the code1vord "Ea" to discnbe UFOs, detailed a theory 
m regards to the mystery objects("Ea's") for the benefit of the nulitary. 
The Air Force replied on April 23rd that: "Your theory, along with many others, 
is being reviewed. Please be assured that the United States Air Force apprec­
iates your interest in this matter." 70. 

UFOs were a subordinate interest to Reich, who seemed to thrive on contro­
versy and thus apparently couldn't resist involving himself. 

Reich 1 s UFO theory is not detailed in military records but we can get some 
idea from other sources. 

Dr. Alan F. Schatzberg, who wrote an art1cle for a psychiatry journal on 
Reich, states that the man claimed to have discovered a "new energy form(or­
gone energy," something he called the very essence of a cosmic force, which 
had a variety of applications, one of which concerned UFOs. 

Like many others in the 1950s, Reich was convinced Flying Saucers were real 
machines. Dr. Schatzberg wrote: 

"Reich believed that his cosmic energy was being employed by the in­
vading forces from outer space. Q4ankind's) ... only hope for survival, 
he felt, lay with c1tizens of earth employing his energy force to com­
bat the intrusion." 71. 

When Reich failed to appear in court in March 1954 to fight an injtmction 
brought by the Food and Drug Administration(FDA) to halt the interstate ship­
ing o; "orgone boxes" to treat medical problems, he explained his failure to 
appear had to do, among other things, with the U.S. Air Force and UFOs. Dr. 
Schatzberg, researching this court battle, put it this way: 

"Reich ... implied that the information which he feared revealing 
originally referred to his work on UFOs. Reich was convinced that 
the U.S. Air Force had full knowledge of his work and would event­
ually protect him from the FDA •.• " 72. 

''No threat to the defense of the USA." 

On January 29th an Air Force C-54 "AF2647 enroute to King Salmon, Alaska, 
was some 65 m1les from Cold Bay when its crew sighted something tmusual. At 
0536 Zulu a s1ngle red glow appeared in the sky at eleven o'clock level, and 
then dropped back to a point off the left wing where it "oscillated vertic­
ally approximately 1,500 feet."(The report is not clear here. Did it rise and 
fall 1,500 feet?). The light then dropped back to a seven o'clock position 
which put it about 12 miles behind the C-54. The light then accelerated 
rap1dly and caught up with the aircraft, stopping abruptly when it reached a 
point off the left wing tip. Eventually, as Aircraft Col1111ander Ol.pt. Kummey 
and eight members of the aircrew watched through the plane 1 s windows, the 
light dropped so far back 1t faded from s1ght. 73. 

February. 

UFOs at extreme altitude? 



.\ 
24 

The first day of February, at about 2:00p.m. CST, two men were flying in 
a small plane over open country near Tuscalusa, Alabama. The plane was 
crusing at 80 mph in an eastward direction in pursuit of a cosmic research 
balloon. The men were employees of the Winzen Reseach COMpany which had a 
contract with the U.S. Office of Naval Research. The balloon was high, 
probably at 100,000 feet, and plainly visible in a weather-free sky. It 
was expected that the huge plastic giant would soon burst, releasing its 
instrument package so the devices could float slowly to earth by parachute. 

Suddenly both men noticed some strange, very bright, white-colored, ob­
jects. The plane's pilot wrote: 

"Both m}rself and Mr. ( •.. deleted) were keeping a close watch on the 
balloon. I observed first two objects in formation --very quickly 
they were joined by four others. The five objects were observed to 
join formation in trail behind the leader. They appeared very quick­
ly and JOined this trail formation. While in formation they were 
spaced very evenly. When I saw three of the objects I asked Mr. 
( ... deleted) what he could see. He saw exactly what I did. While 
he was watching I took pictures with a 16 M-1 Bolwx with a 6" tele­
photo lense. As I was taking pictures the objects moved slowly un­
der the balloon and to a ENE direction. Very suddenly the objects 
seemed to go straight up at right angles to their level flight pos­
tlon. They remained in perfect trail formation and seeJTted to 'peel' 
or 'break' straight up at terrific speed and disappear. 
"In my opinion these were not reflections frOJTt the aircraft wind 

shield nor were they reflections from the balloon. The sky was a 
clear deep blue and the objects were a deep white. They were very 
easy to see. Although I have not seen the pictures, I feel quite 
certam they should appear --even though I did not have time to ad­
just the F-stops properly." 74. 

Skippy peanut butter jar. 

Radio station KlAC Los Angeles aired a foTUJTt the evening of January 31, 
1953 on the subject:"Flying Saucers --Fact or Fantasy." The moderator 
was KI.AC newscaster James Me Namara. One of the panel members was R. De 
Witt J.liller whose "saucer credentials" could be traced back to 1947 when 
he had written articles on the strange and unknown for Coronet magazine. 

The above was written as sort of an introduction to a UFO report made 
by t-!rs. W .J. Dally of Puente, a suburb of Los Angeles, California. Mrs. 
Daily story incurred the interest of the Air Force which filed the follow­
mg report: 

"On F.ebruary 2, 1954 ( •.. deleted)Street, housewife, was interviewed in 
the presence of her husband( .•• deleted)stated that she had been lying 
on the sofa in her living room on the morning of 1 February 1954, at 
approXImately 1000 hours when she heard some jets flying over, and 
smce they sounded like thev were lower than usual she had gone outside 
to watch them. She sa1d that she had gotten outside too late to see 
them, gone back into her kitchen, noticing the clock which read 1005 
hours . She said she had heard some more aircraft, had picked up her 
field glasses, a pair of 8x3Z, uncoated and had gone outs1de again. t-!rs. 
( ... deleted) stated that she always kept her field glasses handy be-



25 

cause many aircraft passed over the1r house daily and she liked to 
watch them. She also stated that she had been hoping to see a flymg 
saucer some time and this \.ms the eason she always had the field glass­
es handy and watched the aircraft and the sky just about any chance she 
had. She said she ruid watched the vapor trails and had sighted this ob­
ject hovering in the sky. She said this object was shiny silvery color­
ed, round in shape, lminous and seemed to be sort of fuzzy or cloudy 
looking around the edges. She said it was almost due North, the sky 
was blue and the sun was at her back. She said she had used the field 
glasses but was so nervous she could hardly hold them on the object. 
She advised that she had looked around to see if there was someone 
else she could show it to but there was no one of her neighbors at home 
and the only people in the vicinity were s~e painters about 100 yards 
away. She said the object seemed to be drifting toward the East; it 
had tilted a little and at this angle had seemed to be bell shaped, 
and the bottom appeared as a very radiant orange-red glow. She said 
the red and orange glow seemed to become more radiant and she could see 
some dark round objects through the glow which resembled landing gear. 
At this point( ... deleted) said,'It's just like the pictures I have seen 
in magazines and articles dealing with flying saucers.'* ( ... deleted) 
said that she had wanted to get her husband to come and see it because 
she knew that he would ridicule her if she told hll'l about seeing 1t and 
he didn't see it. She had run around to the side of the house to go in 
and get him, but when she had looked up again the object had disappear­
ed. She had searched the sky, finally saw it again almost due East, 
but it disappeared in approximately five seconds. She said there was 
still a red glow to it but seemed to be a brighter s1lver color than 
previously whenshe had looked at it. She said it was approximately 
about one-third the size of. a full moon when she had first seen it and 

~after showing her husband an aircraft in approximately the same spot 
he had told her it was approximately five to six thousand feet high and 
from two to three miles away. She said she had then showed him about 
where it was when it vanished and he estimated this to be fifteen to 
twenty ~iles away and almost due east. ( •.. deleted) said when she first 
saw this object she had looked at it for at least thirty seconds. The 
writer asked( ..• deleted) if she had noticed what color regular aircraft 
had appeared to be on this date and she said they were also shiny silver 
and orange or red on the bottom but not as radiant or bright as the 
colors of the object she had seen. Mrs.( ••. deleted) stated that she had 
remained outside for approximately twenty more mintues watching the 
planes go over and while she was watchmg the aircraft she had noticed 
some strands coming down through the air. They had resembled silver 
ribbons when high up but when they reached the ground they had looked 
more like soun glass, very fine in texture, approximately four to five 
foot strands, and seemed to be curly while floating through the air but 
straight when they alighted on some object. She said the top of a tree 
in her yard and the light and telephone lines had been literally covered 
w1th the substance, but it seemed to be evaporating at the t1me. She 
said 1t seemed to her that this substance covered an area of approximate­
ly one half a city block." 75. 

*She is apparently referring to George Adamski's scout ship and this casts 
some doubt on her powers of perception. She ~y have seen a weather bal­
loon. In anv case,the connection between the UFO and the whlte-colored 
strands was not really established. 
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Excited By the UFO program Mrs. Daily contacted station KLAC and asked 
for newscaster H: Namara, who in turn referred her to ''UFO expert" R. De 
W1tt ~b.ller. ~leanwhile, the woman's husband collected samples of the 
"angel hau" and sealed some strands in a Skippy peanut butter jar. Mr. 
Daily also made an intnquing obsenratlon. OffiClal records state: 

" •.. at the time he was picking up some of the foreign substance, he 
had looked for and found a cobweb, had broken a p1ece off to determine 
if 1t was slmilar in structure to the foreign matter. He said that 
the cobweb would stretch, he could feel it between his fingers and 
was very tens1le in character, whereas the other substance was not 
tens1le, could not be felt by the fingers and would seem to evapor­
ate." 76. 

Un11ke his wife, Mr. Daily phoned the authorities, informing the FBI. 
The Bureau in turn notified the Air Force. Special Agent LeRoy Betz of 
the ~laywood, Califorma, OSI office interrogated the Dailys and when he 
heard De Witt Miller had the sample in the peanut butter jar, he paid a 
visit to the "saucer expert." 

While the Jar was in ~ller's possession, he wondered a lot about the 
strange material since he had some knowledge of similar "angel hau" m­
cidents. Was this latest stuff the same and was it some kind of ecto­
plasn" 'l'lb.y did the substance evaporate? The sample in the jar, however, 
did not seem to be disappearing which was odd because it was believed stm 
light tnggered the evaporation process and the jar had been in the light 
for some t1me and in addition had been exposed to the glare of a 1,000 watt 
and a 500 watt blub when photographs were taken. Miller mulled the poss­
ibily the "angelhair" required oxygen to break down and since the jar was 
airt1ght, perhaps that was why nothing was happening. Having arrived at 
that theory, Miller sealed the jar even tighter and set it aside. 

Not long after Special Agent Betz called on lliller and, as ~Iiller des­
cribed 1t, asked:" .•. courteously but definitely --for the jar and the two 
negatives I had exposed." 77. Betz thanked Miller, noted his curiosity 
about the material, and politely said he doubted the results of any official 
analysis would be made public. 

M1ller made two follow up calls to Betz without learning anything about 
the fate of the "angel hair." As far as we know the Skippy peanut jar is 
still sett1ng on some shelf at military Intelligence. 

San Fernando Valley. 

Over two weeks later, long after Miller thought the "angel hair" affair 
had ended, Me Naramara alerted the saucer expert to a story in the February 
15th issue of the San Fernando Valley Times tmder the by-line of Gordor Grant: 

"A huffy blanket, dead wlute, almost ephemeral in its delicacy and 
apparently electrically charged, may be the San Fernando Valley's 
first physical contact with visitors fr~ space. It is reported to 
have streamed like a lacy nbbon from a mysterious craft that sped 
over the Valley. 

"Could it be noth1ng more than sp1der webs? Observers say no. 
Others, familiar with fung1, discotmt the possibil1ty that the 
mystery substance 1s merely bug-fluff." 78. 
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Fasinated, R. De Witt Miller contacted Grant and learned that the stuff, 
wh1ch looked something like spun glass, fell on February 1st, the same day 
as the Puente 1ncident. This coinc1dence prompted further inquiries by 
Miller who arranged to have W1tnesses to the San Fernando fall gather at 
Hel Barnes' home for a meeting. 

A number of reople showed up and 
it was learned that there were three 
d1fferent UFO sightings on February 
1st. In the mornmg a cigar-shaped 
obJeCt was reported(no details were 
given) and that night a trio of ob­
Jects were seen flying over San 
Fernando Valley in a triangular for­
matwn. The formation was m new 
for about 15 seconds and then was 
seen to break up, each object 1n the 
group zooming away 1n a d1fferent 
direction at incred1ble speed. One 
of the three objects was sa1d to 
have made a 90 degree turn mstan­
taneouslv. The witness to this 90 
degree turn was emphatic that the 
maneuver was not a turn in the or­
dinary sense but an abrupt change of 
direction. 

The last of the three sightings 
was,. the rost interesting. The morn-
ing of February 1st a big white-colored ball appeared in the sky over San 
Fernando Valley spewing an "angel hair substance," afterwhich the ball 
rose quickly out of sight. A large amount of the lacy material floated 
to earth and draped itself over houses and trees. People picked up tufts 
of the stuff and said it was "cold and damp" to the touch. Racing arotmd 
on bicycles ,children tried to collect the whitish filaments, as did some 
engineers from nearby aircraft manufacturing Companies. Hiller felt 
that efforts to gather the substance was a waste of time since it slowly 
disintergrated in eveyone's hands. Apparently no one tried putting some 
1n an air tight jar. 72. 

The Air Force and Dr. Hynek clash. 
The field invest1gation of the August 1953 Rapid City UFO case result­

ed in the following exchange of letters . One should note that the Air 
Force officer was ready to dismiss the whole business but Dr. Hynek had 
to remind the ~~jor that certain facts could not be ignored. (See copies 
of letters) 80. 81. 

"He was too frightened to be making it up." 
A newsstory from Greenwich, Connect1cut, told of a UFO s1ghting by a 

couple of local boys on February 2nd: 
''The story of two North Hianus school pupils who swear they saw a 

'flymg saucer' was revealed by L~e witnesses yesterday. 
''The sworn w1tnesses are Waldo ~lorrell, 11, of Valley Rd., and 
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Aia<;IWT CON;:t.~lfi ':fWUic. SQt:ACRON 
~llsworth Air Foroe Baae 

South Dskota 

19 Jaauary 1954 

p 
y 

Att.,r your d•parture I oheolced "'0S3ibllity that Lt. :ieedham wu 
a~an Who tended to beoone excited or contused in ecergenc•es. I dlecu3sed 

-~-~ t~e poss\bility -tt~ several or his asaooiates and particularly ~th his 
, "' - O?erat!.,n:s ofl'Lce.-, Vej<lr Ft.!rbrother. Coatrary to :.:r. stl\t'"'ent, 
~~'""'' I ro•Jnd that Ll:. lle'ldhac ls a very reUa'ble, cool lndi"li<tual -tth an ex.,.elloat 
P."- • •.•. • oombal: re'>ord. On th,. other haad, I a lao checked " 11 tt:ls on ~:r ...... .. 
~;~~t·~el1eb1lity. Some or the pilots or alrorart that h~ hn3 ~~ntrolle~ haTe te~ed 

.. 

··• -~·•::-., 'fhl 1 hsftp9ned berore the' lnaider~t in qt.utlon and h'e has sp'lar-
to.., '¥ • . ecHy::oal:~ed +::...., ·~·"l""'et since then as he r;rew more ao~•l:sto-ned to hie job. ! 
. ~ ·:also have ha1 .,. r.H •Jrl: rrort my adjutaat that 'lr • .__. has been k:nmrn to ex-

-~.a~;gerete etort.,:s. l'r"n e'<agr;llratlon:s were particularly noticed in 'lfr. s 
, ~reooant1ag ot pa~~ bA1oball records. It just ao happensd that the edJutaht has 
-: {7'beea a student of bos'Jball reoords tor :sone yeara anti ha iumedletely deteet9d the 

,~naoouracy or~~• stnr\es. He told no one about thA~ at the ti~ and did not coo­
': ·• .tradlot Yr.~~ the II'DOt because he wantetl b avoid em'barrualll8at tor hi:. 

,: ..., .j :Apparently Ur~ •1111 tell :sctorLes to izOTe !\is prestige al t:nou;h t:he racts 
~·may not be accurnt.,. The adJut~~t and~. Ill w4re both members or the squad­

:; ~ron baseball te&JS during th• past su=ner ~d the edjut3nl: noted that ¥~. 
;: • • will nn-er admit t'lat he 1111Jilht he" 'been ~on~. He •srtr;ar;ed in aev~al serious 

_..,-"'~ _ argwentll 'With '""ptres "When it 1\11:1 apparent to ev~tryen1, lnlll•Jding 1118111ber:s of both 
'f(;·, .:•, ,_,· teams, that he .,...., "'''t)l'l!:• 
·~.,-- - . j:<ii?l"' • . · · The abnvo stoey leans IIUI s01118'11bat nlbarrassetl • 

. ~:· ~embers or~~~ioir~g~a!r~i1!z!a~t!i!on!:~!io~~~~~~~t~o=th~e~~~;;;;;:;:~~ ·"':;.., . • two star.r 
... ; # 

· Although these f'act:s do not er~tirely discrec!!.t 
rr _ '1 2 2 lu a lly addla~ •a-. •~t~l·ll .. .,. 

ot ••• tar.e·oan be treated .skaptioally. These military 
.· o'bsernrs IU"S ot oourea the only people to wham I oan'uoribe tralt.s of' relhb1li'.:y. ...,_ 

!!:owner. it w'lllld appev that .a pari; ot any tutute iaT•ut1,at\on could appropriately' 
• conta1!1 a raliabill ey illvaati,;atiall or all per:sws who orter evidwae or unusual 

• I say this ln aplts at the tact that I a~ea w1t:h you that oba~r:s 
:hlt'lo,aa not 'le aut0111at\e!1l I7 'ubj'!ctei to :11~ oule. 
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-.:-
1 anuary 1:1., .. ) 

th!lt he "'~~' ;;i ~·-:!n fro-: th" ;;:-ound station. Obviously the pilot ';'fould oe 
s'!!riO•Js at the ti:ne, pArtinularly sinoe he was told that there we.3 a ~!"cued 
and a radar observation or the object. On reconsiderotioo I bel~eve he i3 
wtllin~ to admit that he was chasing a larbe star. Considerin~ the r~liabili~· 
o!' l!x th'!! lllili tory 1-i tness"s at the radar Sl te, the e-ci t~rcent o:' :·r. p · , 
n~d the r~latively poor description of subsequent si~httn~s i~ the Ra?i1 City 
ara9. 1 ! re'!!l that tho:t l.OCO.dent can be diSCOt.nted fro::t CO!'!:JiderD.':l.O:l er:';ir<!l•:, 
T!.a st>:httngs in t!-B Bisnarck area CB!UlOt be juri!';'!ld by ll'~ but ti-e po;ver or 
su~o;sstion must bft con3idered ib. these, particularly since a correlate-:! st::ry 
or Jl<'"'1ttne;s W!IS P"S'!ed from !l.apid City t':! ';1-e rorth [n:.ota Filter Coo':;ilr. I 
ca~ ill'a~tne ti-e dry~r~e of credulity that ccul~ be lant tn the story i!'! ':~e ~n~s 

or filtor Centor pAr'!onnel When I realite t~at tho statc~ents in the cfricial 
r!";--ort frcn !l.o:>t<i CPy 71ere su!'ficient iccer:ti~e !'or you and the people of .\TI'; 
to con1u~t an !ll~~n,tve investigation. !ssentially tl-~ s"~e infor~atio:, po5:­
itly '!lmb'!!llished, nQ, r~lnyed to ~orth Dakota that s~:e nirht and, to U3!1 your 
v.ords, the !Jeoplo t•,.,r., ''c"';lc:! not consider th'!! incident in the cool li;:ht of 
nornin11;. 11 

__ My intArrr,t~tton of the incident relegates me to the ranks of 
skeptics and oertHI~ly ~'168 not perr.dt sclentific conclusions as such. I do 
.,.or.der if perhap'J •·•ny of the twenty percent cf unresolved cases mi;ht n':!t 
respond to a psyohl •trtry rather than a soientifio approAch. The per.ler:tage 
of unsolved cases rrl~ht be reduced at least someWhat. 

I have t'll:~n the liberty of inclosing an articli!l .,hich labels ~e !JS a 
c'Pvotee of 1.T. PMr~C':l Mlon~st others. I psssed it along in case you !1\iss.,d it, 
pgrticu:!.arly sine'S Ibn tone 1'1flS moderate. The article wus ln this ev<>::.i-1~= pn;::er 
and it was moat t\T'l.,ly +o me. 

Trustin~ Ll·at you had apleannt and ropid trip home and that I MAY be 
ar service to you again, I'am, 

.. -

Yours truly. 

/s/ Allen L. Atwell 
~jor, USAF .. • 

i 
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~ajor Allen L. Atwell 
Coll1!:lll.nder, 740th AC&W Squad.roa 
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' . '.. . . . . 
UNclAssiFttD 

2 FebX'Uary 1954 

thank y~ ror your letter of 19 January. Tou have been ot 
ocn,.,iderable eervt·;• !:.o ua \a !:.racldn~ t:!Us dawn t'~.orther, lind espeoi.'!llly 
lo ~iving ua the ~l~hly important enaraoter sideliz~t•. I think the 
"baseballw exampl• la par~loularly tellin~. I therefore reel as you do, 
t~at the inoid•n• r~"~r~a tram Rapid City spran~ frOM, in ~enersl, ~nr&r 
Hable ubaarTers. c:-r .. n the two He\ltenanta, •;nder q:.~eatlooinr,, li'&Te !'lOt 
sure ol' what they uw, but at haat th.,. were r.one•t aoou:b to ad.P!l t this. 

I a~rea ~lth your etat~t ooaoe~1n~ reliability oheoi:e, and 
hastsa to 1uaurs Y"''' that: one of the reasons we e•- out (:J psraon -• to 
sl~:.e •;p the obaeTTere. Spealdn~ l'orcyult, althou.m I tnlnk the Captain 
'lfO:Jl!i concur, 'W& ar" r•.,dy to write ott the Rapid Ctty--3la.,i: Jtawk: lnottlent 
as "lrs.tor.-tioa !rtm quettloaable 11ouroea." In short, we oan •t t:nJat tlut 
~·'!d~DO•r ll!lcl "'lhn !:hll happen• 1n lUI)' aolentiflo procedure the th1::ur; ~o do 
!..s throw th• whole t:hlo.~ oat the window. 

I YOuld like to aak, just tor ?Ottible future retereooea with a 
~ood ~ •' radar ooutrolt~what ar• ~~· pottibllltl•• ot ~~nkoowu blipa" 
oTttr a- l~ period? l'ha11 11. out ot :585 day•• would you say that tmlr::DOWDa 
appeal" OD the to ope • .,... ... 1 ti•• M.Ob day7 One• nery r .. daya? A r­
til!llll a )'M,Z"? I &.Ill auu.inr; bl1p1 not due to malf'unotion but to eohot, .to. 

"hail I now ha'" to 111 will turpria• ;rtro• The ob .. TTerlt a1: M•­
-arolr: I woulCl olu• •• 8lltt.rely reliable. It 1• the11"11~ i~:~po .. ibla tOP 
us to writ• ott the B1~ck inoi~~ t~ a like ~ner. Indeed, I wish we 
oould. It 1• lmoonlble, hcnNT&r, to aay that the objtoh "'" in aisftl.l'oi: 
-.,r., .... he r'\lnl; -,r a•Jt;~·,.tioa !':-?111 itaotd C1"=7• b•olluitot '\': 1~ .. ~;; ~., ;eool• 
_nde~dently (and 13 Mil•• ap~) ra~ed :hs ODJ'~~• ~~ho~~ ~~out 
/~~1~~· ot the ~none oall ('r~ Rao1d City. The o~j•~·• ~•r~t3tll~ r~r ·~r1 
tl".a.ll tlro hours, and the varicrJS ob11e~'r' ag:r~e-:1, 10.tnin r•u.,r., on '.;;>!>1r 
tr3.olc•• 
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........ 
lJNQ.Ass'Fl£o 

Despite, th~r,rore, the oo1nc1denoe be~en Rapid City a~d 
B1l~ok, 1n view ot tre ~iaperi~y 1~ quality of obae~rs in the tTo 
plaode, I think we shall probabl7 prooeed by dis~ount1n; the Ra~id City 
Lne1dent alto~ther and oonoentrate on the B1amarek i~o1de~t. 

I note that you c.Wer ~id ~·t around to tellln~ -e e~olf1oall7 
w~ether !eedhaa ~• th• pilot ~o beo~ unner7e~ When the jet er~abed. 

Thanks a:~in ror ~"Jur Teey real h4lp in th!ts. I hope the ~ex<; 
ti~e ~ ~•' will be under leas unua~al o1roumataaees. 

Co?Y to .ltiO 

jah/J& 

·. 

UNClASSIFIED 

-

Slnoerel:y, 

Cr1c•..,.,t Sltf*l•tl oy 
J, AL.l..l::.li Ht!i:::K 

J • Allen lfynelc 

.. 
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his neighbor and pal, Roy Hoshier. 
'1Yaldo came flying into the house the other n2ght breathless, 

scared, and white as a sheet. 
"He told his mother he and Roy had seen a flying saucer over the 

Mianus River . 
. "' I know he saw something. He was too frightened to be making 
l.t up. He wouldn't even go up the store for cookies,' t.trs. Morrell 
insisted. 
"Roy and Waldo had gone down to the Mianus River about 7:45 p.m. to 

go ice skating. Roy held a flashlight while Waldo started to don 
his skates. 

"Then, Roy said, he spotted the flying saucer coming up from behind 
the trees down the river. The saucer was crossing the nver toward 
Greenwich. Suddenly the unearthly missile turned left and started 
north paraelleling the river. 
"'What was it?' the boys asked each other. Waldo stopped lacing 

the first skate. 
"The pair watched in awe as the saucer-shaped flying object neared. 

Roy said the saucer was 'like a balloon with a light shining from 
inside.' It was as big as a small livmg room, he explained. 
"'It looked just like the color the sun does now,' Roy said, point-

ing to yesterday's setting sun at 4:12 p.m. 'It glowed from in-
side.' 
'"You could see the distinct outline of the edges, too,' he added. 
"'The closer it got, the faster it looked. It must have been a 

couple of thousand feet high like clouds,' Roy reported. 
'1ialdo said the saucer did not shine on the ice or cause any sha­

dows. 
"The two boys said they watched the saucer for about three minutes, 

getting faster as it approached. That's why they believe it was 
fairly high. 
"Then they fled. 
''\V'aldo threw off his loose skate, put his shoe back on, and scram­

med home. 
'"I set a new world's record when I ran to the house,' Waldo admits. 
"Roy stopped running as he neared his house. He turned for another 

look but the saucer had gone. 
"Both boys had left their skates and gloves at the ice on the river. 
"Roy said his classmates called him a lunatic in school for saying 

he saw a flying saucer. 
'"Waldo's parents told him not to mind what others said. 
"• If you believe you saw the saucer, don't change your mind because 

people kid you,' they said. 
"The folks s1tting in the Morrell's hvmg room, yesterday said they 

are sure the two boys saw a flying saucer. t-1ost agreed that saucers 
don't come from Mars. 
"'It's probably the Army or Navy testing some radio-controlled de­

vices,' r.tr. and r.trs. ~1orrell think. They had watched a television 
story on flymg saucers durmg which was mentioned the theory that 
the anned forces are the secret source of the strange miSSiles." 82. 

February 3rd. Encounter in the sky over Venezuela. 

Captain Dario Celis was at the helm of a LAV plane(Aeropostal Vene­
zuela) on 11:15 a.m. on February 3, 1954 as 1t approached the city of 
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Interest in UFOs was kept alive in England by J. Stubbs Walker's 
articles in the london Daily Mail • . 

In hiS third. nrttcle on the Flying ~nuccrs mystery 
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Barquisimeto. All of a sudden both Capt. Celis and his co-pilot, a man 
named Cortez, caught sight of a rotating, top-shaped, object. The upper 
surface of the object had a green color and across its m1dsection was a 
band of red. Just above and below this red area were ports or openings 
that gave off brilliant light. 

Wlnle co-pilot Cortez put the airplane in a 40 degree bank m a try 
to ga1n on the object, Capt. Celis scrambled back to the passenger com­
partment to alert additional witnesses which he succeeded in doing. In 
the meantime, the plane's radio operator contacted Barquisimeto field to 
mfonn authonties but comrm.micat1ons inexpllcably went dead just as the 
control tower on the ground answered. 

The UFO descended quickly and moved out of view in seconds. 
When the LAV flight landed at Maiquetia, Venezuela, at 12:00 p.m., news­

people met the plane and interviewed both the pilots and passengers. 83. 
February 6th. 
A speeding silvery, Cigar-shaped, UFO was supposed to have puzzled the 

general population of New Zealand's south Island on the 6th. A great ex­
plosion was also heard at the time. Its possible that the excited New 
Zealanders confused a meteor for a true UFO. 84. 

General de Buretel de Chassey. 
On February 10, 1954 newsman Charles Garreau in the employ of the La 

Bourg~e ~ublicaine interviewed the Commander of the First French Air 
Force~egion, DlJlon; a General de Buretel de Chassey. The General was 
quoted as saying: 

"I remember reading the report of the pilots of the two Vampires 
of Orange Base who in June 1951 vamly pursued what appeared to 
them to be a shining disc above the Alpilles. These two pilots 
were sober types and I doubt that they would venture a hoax. 85. 
Furthermore: 
'1~e must follow with the attention which they deserve these hither­

to mexplicable phenomena which in my opinion cannot be terrestrial 
objects, and we must hope ~t international co-operation perhaps 
tmder the auspices of the United Nat10ns Organization, will help us 
one day to solve the mystery of the Flying Saucers." 86. 

February 12th. Interest stays alive in England. (See newspaper clip­
ing) 

5-10 UFO sightings a night! 
Jim Lucas of Scripps-Howard made known the startling fact that Commer­

cial airline pilots were reporting 5-10 UFO sightings a night and that 
military Intelligence was seeking ways to expedite infonnation. Moreover, 
the p1lots were requested not reveal their UFO experiences to the news 
media or, in Lucas' words, not even to:" ... discuss their sightings pub­
licly ..• " (See newsclipping) While UFO author and Pentagon critic Don­
ald Keyhoe would give the Lucas story a ''pro-alien twist," and good case 
could be made for a genume worry over a Russian threat, the possibility 
that advanced Communist missile/aircraft were probmg U.S. airspace prior 
to acquiring sufficient nuclear bombs to make a knockout blow. Concern 
over "UFO reports" would result m the issuance of an offic1al regulatiOn 
on March 10,1954, a document titled:"JANAP 146." 
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--Saturda'· FPbruary 13, 1954. 

Sightings Increase; 
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The .4ir Force/airliner representatives meeting 1n Los Angeles ment1oned 
by Jiln Lucas in news cl1pp1ng was ev1dently a follow-up on a statement out 
of Washington D. C. back on January 18, 1954 which declared: "Au Force in­
telligence officers have alerted a1rmen against the poss1bil1ty of enemy 
missiles that m1ght be pooh-poohed as flying saucers ... " 87. 

The Stephen Darbishire photos. 

Pictures taken on February 15th caused a stir in England. The principle 
1n the photographic case was a young Stephen Darbishire. Probably the most 
complete account of the incident can found in Leonard Cramp's book: ~ace, 
~j~y and the f!ying Saucer. A 13-year-old snapped some pictures,1t was 
Ciailiied,Of ~dome<lsaucer w1th portholes and a three-ball undercarriage." 
Ne are led to believe that the boy's little Kodak was on the wrong sett1ng 
greatly blurring the image but remained clear enough to compare very well 
with George Adamski's "Venusian scoutcraft ." The young man claimed he 
was unfamilar with the Adamski photos, although the Amer1can's pictures 
had appeared 1n English newspapers like the Illustrated London News and 
the London Daiky ~ail. Stephen seemed sincere about his experience but 
conveniently t e blurred nature of the image makes it iMpossible to anal­
yze. We have no official Br1tish investigative report on the case and 
civilian investigations lacked sophistication. The account in Leonard 
Cramp's book was drawn up by Desmond Leslie, Adamski's co-author, hardly 
an obJective source of information. 88. 

HRJ-1 Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. 
It could be that, in time, Stephen would have admitted a hoax if that 

was the case but w1th1n a month he was faced w1th a s1tuation that made it 
d1fficult to confess. Word was received inviting the youth to Buckingham 
palace' The 13-year-old made an appearance as requested and was question­
ed by an aide to Prince Philip(who was in Australia at the time). It seems 
the Duke of Edinburgh had taken an interest 1n the controversial subject 
of flying saucers and wanted to know more about Stephen's pictures. The 
boy cooperated, answering all questions and if he wanted to adm1t a fraud 
after that, there didn't seem to be much incentive. 89. 

The London Da1ly Mail was one of the major English papers to reproduce 
Stephen's photographic effort, thereafter often referred to as the "Con­
iston photos." Other newspapers, like the London Times and the London 
Tele~!! refused to touch the so-called ''pictoriaTlJFO evidence." Not 
everyone was on the UFO bandwagon, nonetheless there was a lot tension on 
Fleet Street. Editor Gavin Gibbons later related the fact that his col­
leages were faced with a big dilenuna. The English press chiefs hated to 
be "scooped" yet had no choice but to employ extreme caut1on. By guessing 
right they could be in on the possibly the "greatest news story of all 
tilne," or be fooled and thus:" ... be faced Wlth such ridicule that h1s very 
appointment on the paper is 1n jeopardy." 90. 

Funny lights over New Jersey. 

A BLUE BOOK report of February 18, 1954, that discusses a number of eye­
witness acounts in New Jersey ra1ses some questions for the student of the 
UFO mystery. What was proJect HENRY? 91. 
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Report t.o Bluebook ' 
on ~· tnv.stigat1on ot Dnident1t1ed~ertal ObJects 

1n the lift Jeru:r area, night or 1 Jan 54. 
. ---------

--~ 
I 

----------~--- _______ / 

18 Febrna.1'7 1954 I mde a phone ~all !rom Hew York to the 

Intelllgo;~nce ot!icer of the 568th Air Defense Group, 1:cGuire A.F3, New 

I • 
Jers~y, fr0111 '11'110111 ATIC had rece~wd the Fo':'m As on this cAse. A Capt. 

l -

Peterson was contacted, advised or IllY status on t~ t:; oroj•?ct ~'1:i of t...,e 

-------... -= ----
inci.Jent in question. He was !ar.dliar with t.h9 sit.uation, pro:Used ful.l 

coop<!ration, and :Islr!!d Lt I would like to come dmm the n!!rl. day. 

19 Feb't"U.!J7 1 arrived na train and bus from New York, foun:i Capt. 

Peterson, who t.urMd me O'ter to a Sgt. Alld.re, o! the 46o2 AISS. A 

staf'f' car and driver we~ obtained. and we drO'te t.o Toms Rivar, N. J. 

Upon arriu.L at TOIL'S RiVer we went first to the pollee station. 

Alld..re had established contact with these po:>pl9 befol:"!!, when the initial 

investigation and been conducted. ,The •. clie! of pollee and one of!icer had 

been 8111011& the obaervera. Then we proceeded t.o the home or Mr. & Mrs. 

~o live on~ 1D T011111 River, and a police car, "':th 

the olticer who bad been a obeel"'f'er, c.ua to meet us. 

Three aete ot observers are ll81.glibors • Mrs .... , whom I would 

call a be\ter tb.a annge oba•l"'f'er, took ua. across the street to ~ 

two photos were taken with a Polaroid cam~~~ra I had rented 1n rtew York. Th!!se 

photos are Fig • l and B. The first one 1 looking dlrec tl7 So•1th, shOW'S t.hr .. e 
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"Eisenhower disappears." 
California was becoming a real hotbed of UFO enthusiam. Thousands of 

people were flocking to saucer lectures. Truman Bethurum was particularly 
act1ve but many mmor figures v.ere trymg their hand hke Bess1e Arthur 
who had drafted an open letter to the President back m August, 1953, 
urg1ng E1senhower to release all saucer data that would not Jeopardize 
nat1onal secur1ty. She d1d it on behalf of those who voted for the plea 
durmg the "Flying Saucer convention" at the Hollywood Hotel in Hollywood. 

Fasination with UFO mystery was so great George Van Tassel planned yet 
another big get together for 1954 to called the "International Spacecraft 
Convention," to be held at the wide open spaces 
of his Giant Rock Airport. 

All this excitement in Southern Califor­
nia may well have been one reason a weird 
mterpetation was given to somethmg that 
happened at Palm Springs. 

Eisenhower was taking a vacat1on at Palm 
Sprmgs but the press managed to arrange a 
question and answer session the evening of 
February 20th. When the Chief Executive 
failed to show and no one could give a 
sat1sfactory explanation as to his where­
abouts, speculation started to get out of 
hand. Some even thought the President was 
dead or dymg and words to that effect even 
appeared on the press wire. 

Alanned, Press Secretary James Haggerty 
quickly summoned reporters to a late night 
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press conference to disclose that the President had slipped away for a short 
penod to ''have some emergency dental work done after breaking off a tooth 
cap during a meal early that evenmg.'' 92. Any doubts about the President's 
welfare were put to rest the next mornrng when Ike appeared at Sunday church 
services a picture of perfect health. 

Monday evenmg at a Presidential Palm Springs steak fry the "local dentist 
that had treated the President" was introduced to the press. The explanatwn 
was simple enough and apparently satisfied everyone. 

However, UFO researcher William L. t4oore discovered some odd facts about 
the "disappearance." 

First of all, MOore wondered why the President was taking a vacation at 
Palm Spr1ngs when just a week earlier he had taken one in Georgia? 

Secondly, when questioned in June, 1979, the dentist's widow remembered 
all the 9etails of the steak fry which she and her husband attended due to 
a Presidential inv1tation, yet could recall nothing about the treatment of 
the Pres1dent. ---

~bore felt these facts indicated a cover story was be1ng used so he did 
some research at the Eisenhower Library where highly detailed records were 
kept. He found that in Eisenhower's health papers there is a file titled: 
"Dentists." Even so, there 1s no referrence to the Palm Spring dentist 
that had done the famous tooth repau JOb! ~reover, there is a huge 
collection of acknowlegements to every conceivable person, many of very 
m1nor importance, yet there is no written thanks to the Palm Spring den­
tist ,although t-bore did locate a thank you note to the oonister that 
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conducted the Stmday services Eisenhower attended the morning of February 
21st. 93. Something tmusual seems to have happened, but what? * 

A11ce Spr1ngs, Australia. 

The Austral1an Civil Aviat1on Traff1c Control issued a statement that 
the strange object wh1ch roared over A11ce Spr1ngs 1n central Australia 
at 4: 30 the morning of February 18th was "not known air traffic." 94. 

February 21st. 

A UFO with flashing lights was spotted high above the Rockford, Ill­
inois a1rport by a CAA control tower operator. The time was 2:00a.m. 
the morning of February 21, 1954. Thirty mintues afterward apparently 
the same object was seen flying in circles above the nearby city of Free­
port. A number of sheriff deputies observed the maneuvers. 

A day later Grotmd Observers manning a post at York, Pennsylvania, re­
ported 14 objects they could not 1dentify moving along in formation above 
15,000 feet altitude. The Filter Center st Harrisburg was not1fied. The 
report prompted a jet scramble but the objects escaped by climbing steeply 
away. 

Soon after there was excite~ent at Easton, Pennsylvania, when a UFO was 
spotted over the town and there was a report that something like a fiery 
ball fell into a stand of trees caus1ng a fire. Search planes sent to 
the scene by the Civil Air Patrol flew over the burning area, while Air 
Force grmmd teams investigated the terrain on foot. 9 5. 

''Here comes another one." 
~ According to Air Force records the following UFO sightings were made 
at Van Nuys, California: 

"( ..• deleted) who said he was an Air Force pilot during the war, 
advised that he, his wife, and mother were returning to the1r home 
at approx-mately 2300 hours on 21 February 1954. He said he was 
tmlocking his garage door, at which time he observed an object in· 
the sky which he immediately identified from previous accounts he­
had read as a flying saucer. He said he called to his wife and 
mother who were still in the car to look at it. His next-door 
neighbor,( .•. deleted), who was a former Marine Corps pilot, and 
his wife were in bed, their bedroom facing the ( ... deleted) drlve-
way. ( ... deleted) said that they heard him, got out of bed and 
came out into the vard. 
"( ... deleted) said the first object he saw was moving erratically 

at considerable speed and mak1ng changes 1n direction impossible to 
any aircraft with which he was fam1lar. It disappeared to the west, 
traveling at a very high rate of speed. ( ..• deleted) and his wife 

* Eisenhower's "disappearance" 1s a much longer story. It Wlll be 
discussed again on pages 71,74-75. 
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came into the yard 1n time to see this object traveling toward the 
west. As it disappeared, ( .•. deleted) said his wife exclaimed,'Here 
comes another one.' All of them then observed a second object ap­
proaching from the north. Tius object appeared to be coming di­
rectly toward the group and then made three complete c1rcles over 
the area and disappeared to the east. 
"( •.• deleted) said his est1mates of altitude, speed, and size were 

pure guesses as he had nothlng but his own sense of depth percept­
ion to judge these factors. He said the night was crystal clear, 
bright moonlight, and there was no cloud cover. He estimated that 
the second object was at an altitude of approximately 4,000 to 
5,000 feet; that while 1t as circling, it was traveling at approx­
imately 1,000 miles per hour; that it was 30 to 50 feet in diameter; 
and that as it disappeared toward the east, it was traveling at a 
much higher rate of speed. ( ••. deleted) said the object made no 
sound at all and that it was w1thin range where he was sure they 
would have heard any sound 1t may have emitted. He said the object 
was luminous, reddish in the center, with what he described as an 
electric-blue luminosity at the edges which seemed to flash in a 
bluish halo as it turned. ( .•• deleted) also said that he had the 
impression which he could not define that the object was in some 
manner transparent. He said he seemed to be looking into rather 
than at 1t. He described the object as elliptical in shape but 
could make no estimate as to its thickness. ( ••• deleted) said the 
second object must have been in full view of the entire group for 
at least 2~ or 3 mintues and that he and ( ••• deleted) discussed its 
size,height, and speed while they were still observing it. He said 
that as it disappeared toward the east, they observed a jet aircraft 
at a lower altitude approaching them from the east. 
"( •.• deleted) said that he and ( ... deleted) had discussed the object 

at great length and that it was completely beyond anything Wlthin 
their former experience. He said both had been pilots --he,( ••• de­
leted), having about 2, 000 hours --and both had seen many natural 
aenal phenomena such as Saint Elmo's fire. He said he was report­
ing the matter because he was certain in his own mind that something 
had been in the sky which he could not define within his own exper­
ience." 96 . 

Canada's project SECOND STOREY. The sixth meeting. February 22nd. 
"It appears then, that we are faced with a substantial probab11ity of 

the real existence of extra-terrestr1al vehicles." ---Wilber Smith. 

(See~he important pages of the meeting report on pp. 41-43.) 

''Washington knows what the saucers are." 
It was Sunday morning, 11:30 a.m. (unfortunately we have no date ex­

cept that it was early 19S4)when strange objects were noticed in the sky 
above South Coe Creek, Wyomlllg, which was the site of a Ph1llips Petro­
leum Company proJect. As a dozen oil company employees watched, eight 
objects silently maneuvered in the air and then came together in an in­
line formation. The format1on dived and then climbed away at h1gh speed 
unt1l lost from v1ew. 
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M:'.nutes <J£ tha Si:ctb ~eting bald at th5 t:efonett 
Eesearch Ycar.i, 22 hb 54. 0900 b:s. 

Cr. P.M. ~ 
1: ctl.inio:: O'o::!al"V'l tc07. 

Capt. Be.!t:ar 
Ii.M.I. 

S/L Couplax:d. 
D.A.I. 

Lt. Cdr. S~ollll 
'O.li.I. 

S/L W'. Ei.rcb. 
tef'enc:o flese8l'1:1!:1 aoa."''!. 

Jol.r. ll.9.Smith. 
llept. of T:ransp::n-t. 

In b.is o;;:enill.{.: l."er::IS.l'ks the Chalral:m ~1tad that or.e at 
tt:a p:'il::a object.a of keepia:r tbll Cc.=itteE' in baing w:s.:s ':.o kaep 
al:xreut. of' cle7alc~nta u colll:lilction u1 ::h umdo:n;1f'ied tl;ri:ag 
objects. ::a. th1s o:n-.r.llct:!.cm. pe..-ticula.rly a.t t..":.i~ ce•miag, i~ 
'Aa U'l:lllllC.:.C. t..::. M'1•1.'!1·"' t:l:a 'lo~ti: l::e1.:1i e&.."T!e'i <r..t':. a.':. ~ k;:~::-t­
mn':. c! 'l"rr:..c~ e.1S ,'lll.J. e.a t.o !ollo-J U? ~m va.::i=s !.t.a:.a IT.t"..­
lined tor nction e.t th9 la:!t ::e<.tti%g. ~..4 r:tinu.t.as or 1,::.0 lll.3t 
meetil:lg Wl'C mD"l'!!d fer adoption b)' :'or. S::d tb. 8.lld seoor:dod ITt 
S/L Birch .. 

Cancal":!W:lg ibms arisbg out of p.aat maeting:J the rcquss-1: 
~ Capt. bJl'Plet. of the USAF 'be l::ro:2abt to Canada !o1• di:scu.ssie:;., 
wit!l tiWI CCII!mittee. 'l'b8 Cl!atrm.an pointod wt ~at this it::la or •a• 
f'U1ah£d ~as bad DOV l:ien on the 8Qi!.n:la sin= 9 H'w:'ch 1953 c.~ 
DC act.ion ~ ,et l:ieen iD!tiatec! b)' tlle R.C .A.F • The I!..C.A.F. r-.: ':'• 
nsanta.ti-r.a waa ~ ll$ltod to look i:l:lto thi:s antt.er to fil::d wt 
detil11tal7 vhst1nr than! vas t.'/!3 ~OSJibUlt;y 0~ co.at.:lct wit.ll tb."l 
us p-gup dl!lal.itl;f vit!l UlDiaontit!ed n;r.~..ag objec:r';o. 

P:ior ':.o ~ t!r. Smith to outl..!JI8 w e.cti\-ities o£ 
D.o. T. • the Cl:ul.1r:n.a.n I!W!.e reroronc:e to tee "!ira ball" :~ightine o•1 
l3 Ja1J:JtJ.'I:"f 1~4. This .tin 't::l.ll we.a seen 0702 hours in ~ reGi:~~ 
pea~ f'rc:ll Ea.:rt.en: Quabac to Weatorn Cbta:io e.nC. liurt.harn !U.c..J..t• 
ga:&. ThB I•a:WI!c:a. Ol:l:!!orntory 13 c:n:!ducti::~g e. c:O"lplet:l inveati33:.::m 
1md O'ftr o:-.e l::lw:::lnd repcrts b:l.~ al.roq ;:cen re-::e1'19d. 1!ot"'l'l'8r1 
duo to s;w.:-dty o!' ;'!e;:ulatio!l 1: th ::-egi01:1 vhal'e the ··ri.:3 ball, ~ 
ol::rarvad i<, is do-.:.btful wilst~r it: ca::t !:a dsterni.U:~ei 1f any s:uU 
z::~~teor'ltes laz:dod. 

T"~ Cb.U..""!:.lln twle rof<tl:'OI1Ca ::lao to tho lata:~t boc.lr: o!l t.l:::.3 
newat.ulds entitled "Fl,:>'ing SI!.UC3rs ha.ve Laru1ad"., b)' U:all11 OJ:d 
AdGII!.Sld. ':'hb l:oc.lr: a;:paars to 'be cf doubttlzl llllt.hentici t;r &lid l:"'...lS .. 

not t:a taktln too seriOU!lly. 'l'be Cha1.."'1:13.Z1 will ch3c:k 111 th ttu:l i'a.l-:..::.!11" 
Obsarqtor:- = t.h81r kl:11:ndsdp o! A:!uW:i. 
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Fr~ a study of the sighting reports (appandix IV), 
it CAD. be deduced th:'!t the valucl.es h.:lve tl:.e !ollow1ng significant 
characteristics. They are a hundred feet or !J.O:::'O in dia:::ater; 
they can travel at speeds of sever!ll thousand r:Ules per hour; 
they can resch altitudes well above those whicb. "rcul.:i SU'OJPO:"t 
conventJ.onal aircraft or l:alloons; and t-mple ~o7ter and force 
seem to be available !or all required m.enoeuv::ss. Taking these 
factors into account, it is difficult to reconcile this perfo~ce 
with the capabUities of our technology, and U!l.less the 
technology of some terrestrial D.ation is mucb. :ore ac7anced 
than is generally !mown, we are forced to the conclusion that 
the vehicles ere probably extra-terrestrial, i:t. spite of our 
prejudices to the contrar,r. 

It has been suggested th3t the sightiJ:~gs might be 
due to some sort ot: optical phe:1cm.enon which gives the a;rpearance 
of the objects reported, and this aspect was thor~y 
i:avestigated. Clmrts are Ghown in .~ppeD.dix !:::I s!:.O':'ri!lg the 
various opt1.csl considerations. ".:llticing as this theor.r is, 
there are s01:1e serious objections to its actual application, in 
the to::~. ot acme rather detillite and quite it:::'..:.table optical 
laws. These are the geometrical l3ws de3lin..; "'i1 th optics generall:r 
and \'lhieh vre b2.ve never yet toWld cause to dou:t. plus the Wide 
disc:::e:pancies ill the orde:::- of magnetude o~ th'l light values \lhich 
must be involved in any sJ.gb.tings so tar studied. Fu...-thermore, 
introducing an optical system ::light explain ll.Q. U.a~e in ter:ns or 
an obj eat, but the object still requi:es ex.,lei:u~. ;, particular 
effort ':laS made to tind an optical explelllltio!l tor the sislJ.ti.ngs 
listed 1:::1. this re:s:;ort, but in no case c:culd <ms be 'torked out. 
It was not ll()Ssible to tind so I:NCh as a part::.al optical 
explanation for even one sighting. Consequent!7, it '::laS ::fiillt 
that optical theories generally should not be te.ken too serl.ously 
untU such ti:le aa at least one sighting can be satis:f'actorUy 
e;r.U.ained ill such a mall.ller. 

It appears then, that we are taced •nth a substantial J , / 
probabUity ot the real existence ot axtre-ter=est::'ial vehicles, , V 
regardless ot whether or not they 1'it into ou::: schem.e o:f' things. 
such vehicles ot necessity cmst usa a technolog:r considerebly in 
advance ot wbat we have. It is there! ore sub::! tted that the 
next step in tl:is investigation sl:l.ould be a at:.l:lstantial e:t'1'ort 
towards the acquisition ot as :mch as possible o:t' this tecb::l.ology, 
which ~cul~ Without doubt be ot great value t~ us. 

'1 • .3. 9:1ith 
En£1neer-1n-G~~rgs, 

J!roject t.iegnet 
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APPENDIX "D" 

!!ruled en the conclusions or the 1952 report, it w.:s felt tbn.t 
csrlain o1' the pheD:.'JI:lense vould probably l:e accat11panied b;r pty:Jic:U 
e£1'ec:ts which c:::rul.d b meW~:u:red, 8lld ainm meaaa...""'E'IIl9n~o are alt1&7 moro 
satis1'actoey than qaelitativa observations, it ws dru:ided to~· ~:Lad 
g.et socs :Jea3U't"eC. data. 

-

\o!bether the phen~~ 1:a d:Je to na.tu..-al eloct'..r~tit.: cn:usee, 
or alien '-ehlcles, there would probebly be as::soeiated llith a siihting 
~~~ l!la&Oli tic or radio noise distrnbanC3. Also, tl:sre is a po!lllibillty 
or gar.m:ta adiation boing associated 'idtl:l l51lch pbencr::e!l.C£1. 

It has l::aen sv.ggested by sol:IS me.the:caticie.ns that gravit]' \l'a.Va::J 
may enst 1n reality, e.s wll a:J a convaciGnce to m.aka an e(tU:ltion bala.nca. 
w"bila -.-a J:no~ practically nothing of such va,;ea in rmture, mve::-t.ht!lsss,if 
the ,assitility 9xis'~s 1 fly'_.,C saucer phette::ll!!lnce, biz:g lllrf.GlY an 
Ul'li.-nO\r.l :f.'ield, ~!lt bo 4 CQod ple.cc to look :f.'or SUC:b gravit.y \IIIV9So 

'::bers:f.'D:."e t Q ~ o:f.' Wtrl:mntu W.S :set Ufl in a J:.ut o;t; Sbirloy 
Bay f'or tb ~osa o:f.' t:ry:l.:1a to 1:3t reasure;;:13nts which could bo ~icd to 
one or mora actunl ::ig~. Tba instrumnts Bl."Bi n c:mpass tr::o ~:~.E.gneto­
mtsr, a t 3l"''Dll • rq c:cunter, a rs.d.io a:at and g:-avimetor. Tbs ou-:.pu"s of' 
t.'leso :f.'ou:r inntru:::ents are arrtmg'!d to dra.rJ prcportional t.rae:ls -:~n a. 4 ~n 
rac~rdar. 

'!heso i:lstn:!tect3 wnt i.:lr..o o;:cration last Ck:tobor a.r.d apArt. 
:f.'rO!!I t'.a uGW.'!J. l::ru!;:a, seelil.:i -;a l:n ~rati.:lg eatis:f.'actorllr. lUl b...-vo as 
yet cbtci!:Jd no sa:..:::er data i'rCIIil. thee. 

OJ.r f'llttors pl.:ms 1nclude atudr of ars:r data wll1ch w may get .trcm 
our Shirle7 8ey" oet•ul'>, should w be ao f~unate, u well as tho con-:.1nusd 
~is 0~ si.;!:ttiJle reports Which ci:mte 1n to U.S. ·:;e propose al:!O tc make 
rigid o.nal1sia Of unkncr.m. p.;anOr.ISru:IO to 808 bOV lll1l.Ch C8Jl he e:cplail:led. 0D. 
t'·!3 basi!:, U.Jst or tha previOU3 'WOrk nlong thne li.n3s bas baCJti. la:rnelY 
qualitiUVl am C?JZ:. to seriou.s o!)ject.:on !rt::t::~. the £=Oint af viav o:! quanti• 
t.llt.i V8 ana.lysis. 

\&J intt!m w pronota a stud7 of Gl"llvi-cy w.na, vhut.hflr llithin 
this Cepar211:lnt. or outside to fi:1d out it: 

a l Tl:.ey- exi:1~ 1n na.tUl"''t 
b1 F.c-.1 \.'il can c!atoct them. 1.1' tm!7 do 
c"' Hcv to eemrata them, e.:cd 
dJ What tJ:n7 may 1:e u::ed for. 
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Shortly thereafter witness Marge Michaelis telephoned an Air Force de­
tachment stationed at Casper and talked with the ~ding Officer. The 
CO told her a pipeline work gang had also reported strange objects in the 
area and that he was going to contact the Pentagon about the matter. 

Later the CO called Mrs. Michaelis back to say that the Pentagon told 
him:"Washington knows what the saucers are." 97. 

A1 Bender's last issue. 

A last issue of the I.F.S.B. ~ace Review arrived in the mail to cer­
tain members in February 1954. Iaoefe~imited and restricted public­
ation," and containing a so-called "Statement of Importance." Bender 
failed to print the whole story of his troubles with authorities(Accord­
ing to his claims) but just related that "orders from a higher source" 
were keeping the lid on the UFO mystery and that the government has 
"know what flying saucers are for two years." 98. 

Curious about "Bender's problems with authorities," the editors of "Sau­
cers" magazine queried the Department of Defense. They received a repy­
from the Pentagon written by 1st Lt. R.C. White which said: 

·~ith respect to your question as to whether the Air Force has any 
adverse feelings toward civilian 'saucer' research groups, we most 
certainly do not. On the contrary, we welcome any authentic and 
concrete evidence which they may be able to supply us." 99. 

February 26th. 

Strange cylinder over Ohio. 

An official teletype report states: 

"TilE OBJECT APPEARED CIRULAR AT FIRST, AS IT APPROAOIED IT BECAME MORE 
CYLINDRICAL LIKE TilE RJSELAGE OF AN AIRCRAFT. ESTIMATED TilE SIZE TO BE 
TI-IAT OF A HEDII.M SIZED AIRCRAFT C-54 OR KC-97 RJSELAGE. AT FIRST IT M'­
PEARED A RCXJND WHITE LIGHr WI'lll A LIGHI' GREEN HALO. HOWEVER, AS IT AP­
PROACHED IT APPEARED TO HAVE TWO RED LIGIITS UNDERNFATH WHIQI TENDED TO 
FOR!-1 A V; THERE WERE WHITE-ORANGE COLORED LIGIITS WHICH WERE JUDGED TO 
BE INfERIOR LIGHTS. TilE ENriRE OBJECT WAS SURROONDED BY A LIGHI' GREEN 
HALO EFFECT •••. TilE RED LIGHTS UNDERNEATH TENDED TO FORM A V WHICH GAVE 
TilE-APPEARANCE OF A MAIN BODY WITH A GONDOLA OF SCME KIND UNDERNEA'!ll • 
. • • SCXJRCES WIFE HAPPENED TO BE LOOK!~ cur OF A WINIXM IN TilEIR LIV­
INGRC01 AND CALLED HIS ATTENTION TO WHAT SHE INITIAllY THCUGHT WAS AN 
UNUSUAL STAR. APPROXIMATELY THREE MINtiTES AFTER TilE FIRST SIGHI'ING 
SHE NOTICED TI-IAT TilE OBJECT WAS MOVING AND HAD CGIE CONSIDERABLY 
CLOSER AND SHE INSISTED TI-IAT SCXJRCE LOOK. WHEN SCXJRCE FIRST SIGHI'ED 
TilE OBJECT HIS FIRST THCUGHT WAS TI-IAT IT WAS MOST LIKELY A WEATIIER 
BALLOON BEING RELEASED AT PORT COWMBUS. 00'/EVER, AFTER cLosER EX­
MINATION TIUS WAS RULED cur AND HE AND HIS WIFE DECIDED TO GO CUTSIDE 
TO GET A BETTER LOOK IN AN EFFORT TO DETERMINE WHAT TilE OBJECT WAS •.•• 
WHEN FIRST OBSERVED TilE OBJECT APPEARED TO BE illiJST STATICNARY AT 
ABOOT 1500 FEET ABOVE TilE GRCUND. TilEN IT ASCENDED VERTICAllY AT A 
VERY SLCl'l RATE TO WHAT TilE SCXJRCE ESTIMATED TO BE 3,000 FEET. THFN IT 



45 

STARTED ACCELERATING IN AIMJST LEVEL FLIGHT TCMARD TilE SCXJI1HIEST AT 
AN EVER INCREASING RATE. WHEN lAST SEEN IT WAS AT AN ALTITUDE OF AP­
PROXIMATELY 500 PEEr. GOING f.J'IAY FRCM SCXJRCE AT EX'I'RH1ELY HIGH SPEED . 
AND DISAPPEARED." 1qo. 

"How to contact space vis~tors." 

George Hunt Williamson remained act1ve by writing a feature for Valor 
~ titled:"Saucer Symposium." The Valor pubhcat10n was pnnted by 
SOU!Craft of Noblesville, Indiana. 

The qualification for aspiring "contactees," Willlamson informed his 
readers in the February 27th issue, was simply being:" .•. desirous of 
helpmg suffering humanity .•. " 101. 

Civil~an Saucer Intelligence of New York. 

While the Civilian Saucer Investigations of Los Angeles was experienc­
ing its last days as a viable organization, another private group was born 
on the East Coast that assumed an almost identical name. 

In February 1954 a New York housewife by the name of Marilyn Shaw ob­
served something strange in the heavens she couldn't comprehend. Greatly 
concerned, she discussed the phenomenon with others who were interested. It 
was decided to fonn the "Civilian Saucer Intelligence of New York" with 
the goal of "devoting itself to the serious sttrly of flying saucers." 102. 

Among the founding members of CSI New York were Ted Bloecher, Isabe~ 
Davis, and Alexander D. Mebane. All of the forementioned persons would 
achieve significant publication credits concerning the UFO mystery in the 
years ahead. 

t-farch . 

.. JANAP-146 imposed. 

Just weeks after officials of the Military Air Transport Service met with 
representatives of the nation's major airlines to plan the expediting of UFO 
reports, the Pentagon issued JANAP-146, Revision C, ~arch 1954. (See repro­
duction pp.46-48.) 

UFO over Uruguay. 

Witnesses noticed a strange oval object 30 degrees above the northeast 
horizon. It was 2:30p.m. ~arch 1, 1954. The locat~on was the Nat~onal 
Airport of Carrasco, Uruguay. Airport employees kept the object under 
observation and detected a change in shape. The exact nature of this 
change was apparently not too clear but in a short time a smaller body was 
seen to detact itself and move to a position below and beh~nd. 

Alerted to the presence of UFOs, controllers in Carrasco tower made a 
visual check. Sra. de Rizzardo spotted the two objects at 125 degrees 
aziMuth and 20 degrees above the horizon. He rlaimed he saw an oval ob-
ject with protuberances accompanied by a pair of smaller bodies. The chief 
controller, Pedro V. Ocamp, was still fumbling for his binoculars when the 
UFOs started moving away eastwards at great speed, passing over the Sierras 
de Mmas mountains. 103. 

There may be some connection nth the follOW'U\g account found in the 
European press: "On 1 March 1954, numerous bathers at the beaches near M:mte­
video observed a 'flying saucer,' a sort of metallic disk emitting yellow­
ish reflections. It remained stahonary for 2 mmtues at an altittrle of 
several thousand meters." 104. 
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ORIGINAL 
1 - (REVERSE BLANK) . : 
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:~ l40(c) 

Cl!AP'l!EB I 

GENE:RAL DESCRIPTION Aim FURPOSE OF COMMUNICATION INSTmJC'l'IONS 
FOR REPo.Rl'ING VITAL L.Y.l!ELLIGENC:S: SIGBTL"lGS 

I.Dl. RJHPOSE 

The purpose of this publication la to provide un~fo~ instruc­
tions !or reporting of vital int~lligcnce sigbtings aod t~ provide 
communication instructions !~r the passing ~r these intelligence 
reports to appropriate mili~ authorities. 

102. ~ 

a. This publication 1s limited to tre rei?Ortin;; Gf informatlon 
ot vital icportance to t~e sec~•ity of ~e Ucited States of America, 
its territories un'i possessi.:~ns, vhich, in the opinion of the ob­
server, requires pr~cpt defensive aod/~r iavestisa~~ve action by the 
U.S. An!ed Forces. · 

b. The procedure coataioeu in tuis publication is !:'t,?Vided for: 

(l} Civil aucrat't and c:Ol!lillercial airlines designated by 
the U.s. Air Force; 

( 2) A1:J¥ mili bey a.&.rc:aft 111lere ci v1l. cOIIli!IWlica tion 
facilities proVid~ the ooty means of communicating 
vita.'!. i.Itelligeac:e to cU.l::. tary authorities. 

( 3) Mi.litar.{ aircrnf't; as prcsc:-i~ed h) the respective 
service inatructi~~s. 

(4) U.S. Flag Vessels 

(5) Fish.eg Vessels Jt U.S. registry 

(6) U.S. Gaveroc~ut Vessels vhere civil co==u~ic~tions 
racill.t:ies !;I':!Vidc the only a:eans o4 passing Vital 
intelligence to U.S. m1l1 tar'/ authorities. 

(7} U.S. mUitar-1 vessels :lOt eo·.rered by separate 
instl"Uctions. 

a. Reports- made f'r:~m :lirborne sources vl.ll be 
CI1!VIS as the first vord of the text . 

~ Reports :lade b:,r W'&terboru: sources W"ill "e 
l·IERl:Ifr as the f lrst VQrd, o£ the text. 

ideuti!ied by----r 

,.~ .. ,,, .. ~ 
ORIGINAL 

(Rev~rse Blallk) 
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JA.'lAP 146( C) 

CIRVlS REPORI'S 

SECTION I - GENERAL 

201. nTFORl·.ATION TO BE REPOR'!ED AND WHEN TO REPORT 

a. Sligbtiogs wi:;.hia t'1t: scope of tlliS chapter, as outlloed 
ln Article , 02b( l), ( 2 L .. nd ( 3), ..1re to I)~ repo1·ted as follows: 

( :) While airborne ( e>:ce;; ~ wer fore!.gn terri tory • 
See Article 212) 

(a) Si.lgle aucraft or fonr.ations of a:r..:raft 11hicb 
appea~ to be directei egainut th= Ua1ted States, 
its terri toru.s or p.J<:sessi·ms 

(b) Missl.les 

(c) Unidenti:i~;d flying oujects. ~ 
(d) su·ol!'.arin~s. 

(e) A ~roup or grou~s of militlllj" surface vessels. 

(2) U~on Landing. 

(a) Indivtdua: surface vessels, subwarl.n~s, or 
aircraft of unconv~ntional design, or engaged 

•• h.Tft 

l.n sus~ic~ous a~tivity or observei in an unusual 
location ur foLlowl.ng an uausuaJ c~·se. 

( iJ) Coo.fi.t."!!lation 1 -!pc.rls. 

R~po~s are not desire~ ooncernl.ng ~urface craft or aircraft 
in n..Jrmc.l as sage, .:>r !.mo1m U.S. mili tar)' or goverument vessels a ad 
a.Lrcraf"w. 

2-l ORIGINAL 



J~·- [~ 

DOUBT 
THE FORTEAN SOCIETY MAGAZINE 
VoL 11 Whole Number 40 

'' '' 

EDITED BY 

T I-F F A N Y THAYER 
3Sc. 2/- in Great Britain 

Portean Societv mterest in UFOs peaked with the lllmter 1953/54 1ssue 
of ~- T!us 1s a rare "saucer ltern." -



OTHR NEW AGE PUBLICATIONS 

TRB CHALLENGE OF SPACE 
By Arthur Joquel IT. Price S4.00 
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STAR GUESTS 
By W. D. Pelley. Price $4.00 
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system. Explains some of the great arcane mysteries of the 
Cosmos and gives much information about life after death. 
You need this knowledge to help you understand today'a 
Drama of the Skies. 

ABOARD A FLYING SAUCER 
By Truman Bethurum. Price $3.00 
The outstanding news story of 19 53. Mr. Bethurum, com­
pletely taken by surprise by men from Outer Space was 
ushered into a Flying Saucer, met the woman commander 
of the ship, describes minute details about the furnishings, 
dress, manners, speech and life on the planet "Clarion," 

THE SAUCERS SPEAK 
By George H. Williamson and Alfred C. Bailey. $2.00 
A Documentary Report of Interstellar Communication by 
Radiotelegraphy. Contains startling information and con­
vincing proof that people of Other Worlds are with us. 
The amazing experience of Dr. Williamson and associates 
is fully described together with a transcript of communica­
tions received and the affidavit of the witnesses present. 

I RODE A FLYING SAUCER 
By George Van Tassel. Price $1.00 
The strange story of the author and his de$ert retreat, and 
some of the extraordinary messages from outer space. 

SAUCERS 
A review of latest Saucer developments. Issued by Flyins 
Saucers International. 4 issues $1.00. 

NEW AGE PUBLISHING CO. 
1542 Glendale Boulevard Los Angelet 26, Calif. 

An advertisement for "New Age" literature in 1954. 
' Note the possible influence of theosophical belief 

in Pelley's Star Guests. ---1. Gross 



/ 

49 

Another note on South America. 

There was some mteresting UFO activity reported in South America in 
1954, but any finn concJ.usions about the wave in the region are elusive 
since coverage of Latin America is incanplete due to the transient nature 
of the civilian efforts to compile UFO infonnation. There was a supposed 
"Hellwig encounter" in Brazil durmg March but it is very dubious and thus 
not worth detailing. 105. 

11Spacecraft Convention." 

The first gathering of UFO enthusiasts in August 1953 generated such in­
terest contactee George Van Tassel decided to host a second one in 1954; 
and as operator of a small private airport at Yucca Valley, California, he 
had the space to accommodate a large crowd. 

In the March issue of his publication Proceedings, Van Tassel announced 
the event and defended the airport site although it lacked many facilities. 
People would have to camp out for the two day affair if lodging was not 
available in nearby communities, but Van Tassel maintained that "space­
craft preferred isolated places" and he expressed a hope "our space 
friends" would take advanage of the situation by making an appearance. 

The list of those invited included: George Adamski, Orfeo Angelucci, 
Truman Bethurum, Gerald Heard, Donald Keyhoe, ~leade Layne, Desmond Leslie, 
Silas Newton, Ray Palmer, Frank Scully, George Hunt Williamson, and even 
U.S. Air Force Intelligence. 106. 

Keyhoe blamed. 

Keyhoe learned on ~fa.rch 3rd that the latest issue of American Aviation 
quoted an official spokesman as saying:!'The Pentagon definitely attnbutes 
the latest rush of saucer reports to MaJor Keyhoe's book, f!Y~ Saucers 
Fl'()lll Outer §pace." 107. That same afternoon United Press newsman BOb 
Stirling phonea-Keyhoe and infonned him Senator Francis Case had approach­
ed Secretary of the Air Force Talbott concerning charges in Keyhoe's latest 
book that the military was keeping UFO information from the public. In 
reply Secretary Talbott had General Joe W. Kelly, Director of Legislative 
Liaison, supply an answer. General Kelly wrote:"All information on sight­
ings of aerial phenomena, including our conclusions, is unclassified and 
available to the public." 108. 

Keyhoe blew his top when he heard about the General's remark and insist­
ed that Stirling write a story quoting him as claiming there was a definite 
UFO blackout, especially concerning the Tremonton UFO film which was still 
being withheld. 109. 

March 6th. 
Los Angeles newsman James ~fc Namara may have considered the book clos~ 

on the UFO subject for him after all the San Fernando Valley excitement the 
month before, but there was a surprise in store. 

On Friday, March 6th Me Namara' s car was parked next to the Pan Pacific 
Auditorium in downtown Hollywood. Part of the newsman's job was doing the 
weather forecast on radio station KLAC, and as he got into his car and 
slipped behind the wheel, he glanced at the sky to see if a predicted 
stonn was approachmg. 

Looking west he was stunned to see a trio of luminous , round, bodies 
stationary m the air, slighted tilted, and in a triangular fonnatlon. Be­
fore he could recover from his surprise, two of the objects shot upward at 
a 60 degree slant in a northwestern direction. An instant later the third 
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t· The· Bo-ok Par~de-n~ . 
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3, "TTte Docton." lly Andre Soublran. 'J.· ' 

• I, "A "'House Is Not a Homo," by Polly Ad let. · 
•k' 2. "lllfing Sovurs From Outer Spoco," by Donald Koyho• j 

3. "'The Powor of Po .. tivo 'l!tin.ing," by Norman V, P11l• . 
_'f.~al Bahovior in tho Htu~~on Fomalo," by A. Kinsey • r: 

, alilf"Oflio= .. -:-:---....._ . 
J • 5. "Gone With the Windsors;~ u., lrocly~ • 
j • • ·. Children's 'Books • ·:-.: ::--1 
l I. "Rocko! Away." 1oy Froncos M~ry Frott. • --~· .I 
i · 2. "8righty of the.6rand C..nyon," by Margvorll• H111ry. 11 
I • l. "'The Story of Kin') Arthur and Hi.t Kniglm: 1oy ;: 
1 ~ Howard Pyl.. · • . , -/ 

l• 
4. "&rly Moon," by C..rl S..dbur'). • l 

5. "White Snow, Brigid Snow," by AIYin TteSYit • . -..-......,..--._; ... _ _:__ ---=---- .. -"'"': 
--:; 

Key hoe' s book is popular. 

Ii 

The 
Washington 

View-
N'A.er:h' ~ 1'/Sf!. 

The Saucers Again 
Flying saucer reports, which it seems 

are to be with us forever, have recently been 
attracting considerably more interest than 
could be accounted for by military officials. 
Now, however, the Pentagon definitely attrib-. 
utes the latest rush of saucer reports to 
Major Donald Keyhoe's book Flytng S4ucera 
from Outn Sp4ce, which is currently on the 
llction beat-seller list. 

What gives the book a certain flavor of 
authenticity is the inclusion of what is pur­
ported to be an official Air Force letter. It 
states the Air Force continues to receive a 
high rate of reports on unidentified objects 
and that all but 20% can be accounted for. 
The unaccounted-for portion-usually for Jack 
of sufficient data-has left an "area for specu­
lation, upon which Keyhoe has dwelt effec­
tively. The letter, written by an AF underling 
no longer with the service, has been fl.agrantly 
us('((, however, to promote the book. 

The Air Force today is officially refus­
ing comment. Inasmuch lUI the book had not 
been submitted for approval, it is being 
ignored a11 if it doesn't exist. 
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obJeCt darted away, folloW1ng its compan1ons. 
~k: Namara was sttmned because he was a veteran war correspondent, seeing 

act1on 1n World War II and Korea. Balloons, jets, rockets, searchlights, 
aircraft, etc., were familar to h1m but these objects were something com­
pletely novel. 110. 

Keyhoe struggles for more data. 

In early March, 1954, a Yale university professor sent a letter to Air 
•Force Headquarters requesting clearification of the statement in Donald 
Keyhoe's book fuing Saucers From Outer §pace that 41 UFO reports listed 
therein were oifiCially clearea;-a~lik~enator Case, the professor 
requested the results of tests conducted on the Tremonton UFO film. 

What the professor received after making the forementioned inquiries 
was not very enlightening. A form letter was sent that said the Air 
Force would not comment on publicat1ons which are not submitted for 
authentication, and that from time to tl.Jlle UFO reports were declassified 
and made ava1lable to the press. Any interpetation of information re­
leased by the m1litary, the £om letter stated, would not necessarily re­
flect official thinking. The mimeographed document was signed by 1st Lt. 
Rober C. White of the Department of Public Information. 

The professor contacted Keyhoe and discussed the language in the form 
letter. The ex-Marine made up his mind to challenge military. 

Keyhoe i.1'1!11ediately phoned Lt. White and demanded access to the latest 
UFO reports, since, the way Keyhoe chose to interpet it, the Air Force 
form letter meant "General Kelly had g1ven his blessing to such requests." 
Lt. White \vas shaken a bit, refusing to cooperate and insisting there must 
be sOl'le mistake. And if that wasn't enough, Lt. White insisted that if 
the form letter language did promise more then was warrented, a retraction 
was in order. Continuing to play it safe, Lt. White said that an official 
retraction, however, was up to the General. Keyhoe chose to take offense, 
giving the impression he felt the military may consider the material in 
his fu!!!g Saucers From Outer §pace as somehow "unauthorized." Lt. \\'hite 
defeooe!lthe m1htary pos1t1on, say1ng that restrictions were really aimed 
at "those authors who had written books about having conversations with 
saucer pilots." Keyhoe was not completely happy with the explanation given 
by Lt. White and urged termination of the form letter. The public infor­
mation officer replied in uncerta1n terms, expressing doubts any promises 
could be made except to assure Keyhoe the problem would be submitted to 
higher ups for consideration. 

After phoning· the Pentagon, Keyhoe went to Capital Hill to meet with 
Senator Case. Since the Senate was in session, Keyhoe met with the 
legislator's press secretary, Rodney Moulton, and dropped off document­
ation supporting,the claims made in fu~ Saucers From ~§pace. If 
the Senator believed General Kelly, Keylioe told MOulton, neruii:loiiiY to 
phone Lt. White at the Pentagon to learn the truth. 111. 

M::>re "Lubbock Lights" over the southwest. 

A report made on March 8th has a curious similarity to the famous 1951 
"Lubbock Light" case. A teletype message states: 

"OBJ CCNSISTED OF A SERIES OF MJRE lHAN TEN Bur LESS niAN 1WEN1Y 
LIGHI'S ARIWl',;D IN A CRESCENT SHAPE. APRX ~ TO A REG SIZED 
DINNER PLATE HELD AT ARMS LENG'IH. VERY HIGH INI'F.NSI1Y WHITE 
LIGHI'S. APPEARED TO BE FUJORESCENT. POOSIBILI1Y EXISfS 'mAT 
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THERE WERE BE'IWEEN TEN AY INDIV OBJ FLY IN CLOSE FOPJ1ATION. 
OBSR STATED 1HAT THE RElATIVE PSN OF THE INDIV LIGHfS DID Nar C 
WHHl! LFADS WRITER TO BELIEVE THAT ONLY ONE OBJ WAS OBSRD ••• 
THERE APPEARED TO BE A BWISH HAZE SYRRCXJNDING OBJ. NO SCXJND. 
SPEED EST TO BE FIFTEEN HUNDRED MPH. OBSR CERTAIN THAT OBJ WflS 
NEITIIFR CONVENTIONAL ACFT NOR ANY arHER KN<J'IN AcrY. ALT EST TO 
BE BET TEN AND 1WEN1Y TH<lJSAND FEET. OBSRS WERE IN THE FRONT YARD 
OF PVf RESIDENCE WHEN OBJ SIGHTED. A'I>IGLE OF ELEVATION SEVENTY 
DEGREES. AZIMLIDI, ONE HUNDRED FIFI'Y FIVE DEGREES. OBJ FIRST 
SIGHTED DUE soum AND CONTINUED EAST IN A STRAIGHT LINE. OBJ 
BECAME OBSCURED BY TREES. APROX TiiREE SECONDS. GRD-VIS. 90507Z 
l-1AR 54. NIGHT. OBJ FR RF.SIDENCE ( •.• DELETED) SAN ANTONIO TEXAS. 
OBJ WAS OBSRD BY MAJ( ••• deleted) 10965A 1708TH FERR( ••• deleted) 
AFB TEXAS. DY .ASGff GRP NAV & INTL 0 ••.• VffiY CLEAR NIGHT. NO 
CLOUnS. It 112 • 

There was another UFO report from Texas on March 8th. Unfortunately 
we have no time of day. It seems that a strange, disc-shaped, object 
zoomed over Laredo AFB, Laredo, Texas. The thing titled vertically and 
~hen shot straight up. 113. 

March 9th. Cincinnati. 

The sky was dark and moonless over Cincinnati, Ohio. The time was 3: 57 
a.m. March 9th. 

That morning a Mr. John H. Stewart was driving along Paddock Road when 
he noticed something very strange. Aerial phenomenon was nothing new to 
Stewart who had 6,500 hours flying time with the military during the Second 
World War and since then kept his skills intact piloting a private plane. 
·He spotted something that morning, however, he had never seen before·, a 
dark ellipsoidal body inside a bluish luminescent halo, moving slowly south 
at an altitude of about 2,500 feet. The thing stopped in the air above 
the city's General Electric plant so Stewart stopped too and got out of his 
car to take a good look. Mter four minutes the UFO took off, quickly 
accelerating. With the increase in speed the object's glow changed from 
bluish-white, to yellow, and then to a molten red. Before passing out of 
s1ght Stewart could see the UFO veer east and then vault skyward almost 
straight up. 114. 

CRIFO is begat. 

The above report was collected by yet another new civilian UFO group. 
Leonard Stringfield of Cincinnati was an advertising manager during bus­
iness hours and after work pursued various hobbies: astronOI'I}', paleontology, 
oil p'"innting, and his favorite passtime which was growing exotic plants. 

Over time Stringfield slowly developed a new interest:UFOs. His cor­
respondence with other UFO buffs grew and grew. 

During the intense Sll!llller 1952 UFO flap, Stringfield became concerned 
over distrubing rumors. It was being said that Air Force jets had crashed 
while attemptmg to mtercept UFOs, and there were some very strange stor­
ies about green fiTeballs zoO!lllllg over New Mexico, apparently the .activity 
of some mysterious "spy" devices. 

A highly curious and energetic person, Stringfield loss no time making 
friends with Donald Keyhoe, becoming fasinated with the UFO wr1ter's asser-
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t1on there was an offic1al cover-up regard1ng the sky object mystery. 
Stringfield made the study of UFOs his one and only hobby, selecting to 

focus on the 1ntent of the UFO p1lots and whether that intent was hostile. 
Also like Keyhoe, Str1ngfield was convinced the UFO pilots were not Russ­
ians. 

Stringfield decided to establish a civilian effort dedicated to the UFO 
mystery, a group he named:"CiVllian Research, Interplanetary Flying Objects" 
(CRIFO). March 10, 1954 was the organization's birthdate and plans went 
ahead for the publication of a monthly newsletter with an initial press run 
of 2000 copies, with a year's subscription costing two dollars. The pur­
pose of all this was, according to Stringfield, to:" •.• serve the public's 
appetite for truth." 115. 

Senator Case wr1tes Keyhoe. 

The documentation Keyhoe left at Senator case's office required a reply_ 
so on March lOth the Senator wrote Keyhoe to say he had forwarded the mat­
erial to the Air Force for comment. 

At first the Air Force tried to brush things off by making denials, but 
when Keyhoe heard about that and insisted on an appointment with the Senator, 
the military changed its tune and said Intelligence representatives would 
visit Case to "explain things." When Keyhoe checked with the Senator's 
press aide Moulton some time later, he was told the Air Force kept putting 
off their meeting because they were "extremely busy." 116. 

General Kelly sent a letter to Senator Case on April 14, 1954 that made 
three points in reply to Keyhoe's charges: 

1.) On February 24th when the Senator was given the information, 
the Air Force was in the process of revising its policies which 
led to some confusion. 

2.) A second answer from General Kelly was sent to the Senator 1 s 
office that superseded the first. 

3.) The Tremonton UFO film press release was a matter of the PIO's 
personal opinion which did not amount to an official position. 117. 

Whether all the above makes sense or not is beside the point. The net 
result was that Keyhoe failed to get evidence the Air Force was "covering 
up" data. 

"Increased speed to 530 mph but could not close." 
Another mystery at Nouasseur. 
From French Morocco came the following message: 
"At 093SZ, 12 March 1954, 1st Lt. Robert Johnson, 357th Fighter­

Interceptor Squadron, Nouasseur Air Depot, sighted an unidenti­
fied flying object at 30,000 feet in the approximately area of 
33 degrees 31 minutes North - 07 degrees 11 mintues West, flying 
on a heading of 010 degrees. The object was estimated as being 
approximately 2,000 feet in front of Lt. Johnson's aircraft and 
was described as being generally the same size of a fighter jet 
aircraft but was observed without wing tanks or visible smoke 
trails. The speed of the observer's aircraft was approximately 
370 mph at the time of first sighting of the object. Lt. Johnson 
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increased the speed of his aircraft to approximately 530 mph but 
did not overtake the object. Although the observer's F-86 was 
directly following the object, the pilot stated that the object 
simply disappeared from his sight after approximately thirty sec­
onds. The weather at the time of the sighting was clear above 
22,000 feet." 118. 

Special Report 1#14. 

A document in BLUE BOOK files(Adminstrative files) titled:"History of 
Project" states in part: 

"Special Report 1114 was completed on 17 Marcil 1954 . It concluded 
that on the basis of the observations reported to the Air Force it 
was highly improbable that any of these reports represent observa­
tions of technological developments outside the range of present 
day scientific knowledge. In accordance with the reconmendations 
of the Sc1ent1fic Panel and provisions for release of info~ation 
outlined in AFR 200-2 the report was declassified and released to 
the general public on 5 May 1955.'' 119. 

Australia. 1m Aborigine sees one. 

A newspaper article said: 

"At Alice Springs, an Aborigine reported that while he was ridding 
his horse on f.farch 17th, a weird flying machine nearly flew into 
him. The object was about 40 feet in diameter, emitted four 
streams of smoke from each side and caused a heavy wind when it 
rose at terrific speed, making a noise like a drun-laden truck on a 
bad road. Other natives saw it from a distance. They were well 
educated, and used to aucraft, including jets." 120. 

"UFO dogfight arotmd an air liner. " 

Michael Kuritz and his wife who lived in Weatherly, Pennsyvania, told 
the press the four objects were "qu1te large" and reflected brilliantly in 
the stmlight but it was the object's maneuvers that were newsworthy. The 
objects were engaged in a "mock dogfight" aromd a passing airliner. The 
object's zoomed ahead of the plane, and they reversed direction and moved 
behind. Another time they rose vertically and then dropped to a lower 
level. This air show lasted the five mintues-the airliner was in view. 
When last seen, the UFOs were still trailing tpe plane. The date of this 
incident was March 2Znd and the location Hazelton, Pennsyvania. 

Mr. Kuritz was adament the objects were not jets, balloons, or light 
reflections. 121. 

Meanwhile, inside the airliner the pilot radioed the CAA, which in turn 
alerted Newcastle AFB in Delaware. The base PIO refused to release in­
formation to the ~ress about the military actions and only said that a 
report on the inc1dent had been forwarded to Washington, but when con­
tacted, authorities in the nat1on' s cap1tal informed reporters nothing 
had arrived from New Castle ( 1). 122. The foremention information is what 
can be found in Donald Keyhoe' s accotmt of the case. Fortunately there 
is some additional data in BLUE BOOK files that exceeds in interest what 
both Keyhoe or the press had gathered. The military teletype message on 
this case reads in part : 

"DESCRIPTION OF OBJECI'S: FLYING RCXJND IN SHAPE,DISC5. SIZE:AP· 
PROXIMATELY 'IHAT OF A HALF OOLLAR, HEW IN A HA.!ID OF ABCliT AT AIM> 
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. 
LEN:JIH. FUR1HER DESCRIBED AS VERY LARGE, lARGER 1liAN TiiAT OF A 
~ULTI ENGINE AIRLINER. TilE FLYING DISCS WERE FLYING IN CIRCLES 
WHEN FIRST OBSERVED. COLOR: SILVERY, FOOR (4) FLYING DISCS. TiiRF.E 
(3) OF THESE UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS WERE OBSERVED FLYING IN 
FORNATICN WHILE TilE FOOR'IH AIRCRAFT [? J. FLEW IN A CIRCLE TO TilE REAR 
OF 1HE AIRLINER. 'IHFSE OBJECTS WERE dSsERVED ALSO TO HAVE IX:MES ON 
1HEIR UPPER PORTIONS OF TilE DISC. NO SOJND WITNESSES STATED, VERY 
QUIET. ANOTHER AIRCRAFT WAS SIGI-ITED WI'IHCUT !lllCIDENT BY 1HE WITNESS 
FIFTEEN (15) MINIITES LATER FLYING A TRACK OF EAST TO NORTHWEST. 1HE 
WITNESS FUR'IHER STATED AT 1HE TIME 'IHFSE OBJECTS WERE MANWERING 
AB<llf 1HE AIRLINER 1HEY WERE AT AN ALTITUDE OF BETWEEN 1WELVE AND. 
FIFI'EEN 'IHOOSAND FEET 1HE OBJECTS WOOLD CIRCLE BEHIND 1HE AIRLINER 
M'D WERE MAKING PASSES FRCM LEFT TO RIGHf 11IEN PULLING UP IN VER­
TICAL ASCENT. 1HE WITNESS FUR'IHER STATED AT NO TIME DID 1HE FLY-
!NG DISC FLY IN FRONT OF 1HE AIRLINER. 'IHFSE OBJECTS WERE FIRST 
SIGI-ITED BY WITNESS DIRECTLY OVERHEAD AT AN ELEVATION OF 90 DEGREES. 
HE STATED TiiAT 'IHEY Sffi.1ED TO CCME OOT OF SPACE AND DECENDED ON .'IHE 
AIRLINER. 1HE OBJECTS DISAPPEARED 'rti 1HE WEST FRCM APPROXIMATELY 
TEN TO 1WEN'IY DEGREES ABCTVE 1HE HORIZON PULLING STRAIGHf UP IN AVER­
TICAL ASCENT TRAVELING AT A 'fRE'.ffiNIXUS RATE OF SPEED. 1HE FLYIN'G OB­
JECTS CAME OOT OF 1HE EAST AND DISAPPEARED IN 1HE WEST. 1HE WITNESS 
ALSO STATED TiiAT 1HE AIRLINER WAS MAKING GOOD A TRACK OF FRGf F..AST 
TO WEST 1HE LENG1H OF TINE 'IHEY WERE IN SIGHT WAS FOOR (4) MINIITES 
MANNER OF OBSERVATICN: IT WAS GROOND VISUAL. NO Of'I'ICAL AIDS WERE 
USED BY WITNESS. TIME 1000 HOORS. DATE ZZ MAR 54 (ZEBRA TIHE)l500 
HCllRS. LIGHf CONDITIONS DAY. LOCATICN OF WITNESS AT TIME HE OB­
SERVED FLYING DISC 1WO MILES WEST OF WERIHERLY PA. OBJECTS OVER 
SPRING MJUNI'AIN." 123. 

The BUJE BOOK file adds:"AS FAR AS I<NCA'IN NO INTERCEPTICN ACTICN TA.KI:N 
BY ADC." 124. Moreover, the file on the case says that local military 
radar, the 772nd AC&W, was not operational at the time so it could not 
confirm the presence of air traffic. Furthermore,if the airliner did 
notify New Castle, word never reached BIDE BOOK which reached this con­
clusion:''No report from airline, probably reflection from airliner:" 125. 

March 18, 1954. 
~~~"" 

The disposition of the original Tremonton UFO film. 

Since the famous Tremonton UFO film was again a point of dispute, an 
offj.cial letter was exchanged between BUJE BOOK and the U.S. Naval Photo­
graphic Interpetation Center; The Center wrote ATIC on March 18th: 

"Subj: Tremonton, Utah Film. 
Ref: (a) ATIC W-PAFB Ohio ltr AFOIN-ATIATE-5 dtd 27 Jan 1954. 

1. Reference (a) requested information concerning the disposition 
of the original Tremonton, Utah film and whether or not any copies 
of the film are currently held by the Center. 

2. It is advised that this Center has never had possession of 
the original film and does not have information concerning Its 
whereabouts. However, it is suggested that Major Fourney, an 
AF Special Investigator who was formerly stationed in this area, 
be contacted regarding this matter. Major Fourney at one t:une 
advised that the original would be made available to this Center 
for spectrophotometric analysis. This analysis never materializ­
ed, therefore the original was not requested. 



56 

3. This Center is presently holding one 16 mm color film copy 
which was received from the Air Force. In addition, 3Smm color 
positive and 3Smm black and white negatives duplicates blowups 
are held. 
4. Reference (a) referred to the original film as bemg 3Smm. 
It is understood that the photography was taken with a Revere, 
16mm, ~~gazme loading type, with an Fl.9 wide-angle, telephoto 
lens." 126. 

The Air Force fights rumors, ''reawakened interest," and hysteria. 
On ~rch 23rd the Air Force complained through a Washington spoke­

man about the "reawakened" interest in the UFO subject; about the recent 
"rash" of media stories, books, radio and T.V. shows; which it felt was 
increasing UFO sightings, saying that there was a direct correlation be­
n.;een publiCity and Americans "seemg things." 

The military also had to defend itself with increasiQg frequency, a 
more distressingly tiresome task. Keyhoe was not the only one to find 
fault with the Air Force or to present a different picture of the UFO 
situation than that favored by the Generals. The Pentagon took except­
ion with certain newsstories it claimed were untrue, for example that 
airline pilots were reporting 5-10 UFO sightings a night, and the rumor 
that proof existed the Au Force had "recovered hunks of flying sau­
cers" and was covering up the fact. (See newsclipping) 

Captain Nash. 
The one who brought-up the "recovered saucer parts" subject was a res­

pected Pan American World Airways pilot, Bill Nash. Nash was known for 
his amazing UFO encounter on July 14, 1952. 

Capt. Nash J!lade his "recovered saucer parts" charge during a talk to 
the Greater ~tiami Aviation Association, telling his listeners he was con­
vinced UFOs were controlled by intelligence beings and that he was also 
convinced:" •.• the Air Force has collected hardware from outer space.'' 
These facts, he said, were not being acknowledged by the Pentagon because 
of the threat from Russia.(Nash, in the newsstory, does not detail the 
hardware claim.) (See newsclipping) 

"Are the saucers our friends?" 

~bre about Nash's personal beliefs were given in the t-~rch issue of 
~stic magazine. In his ~stic essay, Nash tried to te!'lper any alarm his 
extraterrestrial assertions may have engendered, going beyond the debate 
about the reality of UFOs to what he called a more haunting question:"why 
were the aliens systematically exploring the Earth?" Like Leonard String­
field of the newly launched CRIFO organization, Nash was especially fasin­
ated with the alien's motives. 

Fellows like Adamski and Bethurum were havmg a lot of fun selling fic­
tion, but for the serious student of the UFO problem putting together the 
"facts" was a tough chore because there was too lllllCh data and too many ways 
to look at it. For example, the apparent lack of hostility could mean the 
pilots of the UFOs had bemgn designs on mankind, Ol' it could mean the 
aliens were conducting a thorough reconnaissance prior to a big raid, or 
it could mean UFOs were just delusions! 
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Air Force Denies It Hides 
Hunks of Flying Saucers 

Pan Am Pilot's Report Said Unfounded; Nothin1 
Known to Indicate Outer Space Origin • 

Wash1ngton Marc:h 73/'ff: _ A '""'nii Pentagon offteer current!) 

l
<pokesman tOdny ;ermed w1thout ~ndhng "saucer" queries sa1d 
ba"s an asset lion that the AJr~&t to dAte more than 8'! 11<'1 rent 

• Force has recovered hunks of "fly. t the s1ghhngs-both 'l$UIII and 
mg saucers and JUSt L•n't tel!1ng '! radar-h.we bcl'n lrl~bl•rd "' 

lthe public about them " I known obJects. He seut from 10 
The Air Force pos1t1on, he said, 15 Pl!l' cent have been outnght 

IS that "gtveo e!IOUill t&otual data" oaxes. 
every "!lying saucer" report over '"The others probably eould b~ 

__ _..._~-. -.!-q>lalned If our knowledge of 
1the last six years could be exi)hysJes nu Rreatl'r," be '"'d · 
•pla1ned ln natural, earthly, non-"There are many thmgs ahout the 
,sensational terms akv that s<••nee sull doesn't undel' 

"We don't thmk: !he soealledstand " 
saucers come from outer space An Air Yon e <ummary deciAr .. 
or from a foreign •iOVemment.''there I• "a thrert N>JTrlaflnn bc­
.lhe sookesman said tween the nun1ber of \lthllngs r.,. 

B1U .'lash, a Pan American l<lrted 1nd the publicity 11ven to 
World 1\irways pilot, told the ~ng saucers " 
Greater l\liaml Aviation Assoc1a· Thus, 1n reeent months there ha• 
bon recently he was convinced tl\at een a rash of mugazme and news­
"the A1r Force has collected hard· P:Jl~H!r articles. radiO ftnd leleVl· 
ware from out!'r space ·• JiOtl allows and a couple of books 

"I do not believe the Air Fore~~ ll,yjng sau~ers-and. a generallY 
cares to make all Its fmdln!lS pub- ;eawakened Interest and some­
he so lonsr aa the Unlled Statu ,. what Increased Incidence ol alal\t·l 
threatened by unfriendly po"eu,"fngs, the Alr Force says. 
Nash sa1d. 'Iba Air Force 18YI It knows 1 

Nash was quoted a, 1\Avlng re-aothlng to substantiate a n!cent 
ported s•ghtmg un1denuhed ob- published report that commercial 
Jects while flymg from N"'v York airline Pilots ara aeelar; 5 to 10 
to M1am1 on a date not SJ)C!clfled. Uiucers :1 night. 

Nash :wud he and h1s crew ~aw "Of 366 slghtlngs th.routlh Octo­
six objects. later JOined by l\\ober 1953, only 3 came from airline 
others. and the lights f1om them pilots," the spokesman llllld 
WIIJ'e "20 umes brighter than those • An olflelal of the Alr lJne Pilots 
ol Norfolk and Newport Nc-,.,"lht!OclaUon aald he len- of no 
near where the alleged s•ghtlng llghtlng reporta at aU In recent 
was marie tnenths, and of only a r- at llll)' 

"From their maneuvers. there lime by airline pUota. 
1a no doubt m my mmd thet<e ob- Slmllarb', Qvll Air Patrol head­
jects were controlled by mtelhgent q_uarters and Ground Obltrver 
beings," Nash .s&Jd. "When .~~corpa members here haw 110 ree-

~~.;:-~ni~ol':t~~=:,~~:r.::. ~.,;~ 
~dentlfled l.lm'aft,,.S.~i!ljl,. 
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Nash concludes in his article, "Are The Saucers CArr Friends?," that 
the builders and operators of the UFOs meant the Earth no real harm. 
His reasoning, however, is shaky, being based on evidence culled from 
certain controversial UFO cases . The fatal Capt. Mantell plane chase 
of January 1948 he passed off as an example of "self-defense" and (more 
logically) po1nts out the fact that there was no support1ng evidence 
to connect the UFO with the fighter's mishap. The 1953 "Sonny" Des 
Vergers West Palm Beach incident when a "fireball was shot at the 
Scoutmaster," was also passed off, in this case as an example of a 
"possible attempt to neutralize DesVerger's exposure to the saucer's 
energy field" after the poor fellow had wandered too close! Likewise, 
the (so-called) Fred Regan rescue from a mid-air collision and the 
man's subsequent death from brain tissue degeneration, Nash blamed on 
the poss1ble accidental exposure to the underside of the disc machine 
(For details on the Regan story see the booklet:UFOs: A HISTORY 1953: 
M4RCH-JULY, pp.57-58). 
~h had high praise for Meade Layne's July 1952 statement to the U.S. 

Government after a "shoot-to-bring-them-down" order was sa1d to have been 
1ssued by the military. Representing the San Diego based Borderland Sci­
ences Research Associates, Mr. Layne had written two years before: 

''Tiley come in friendship, with a science over-matching ours by a 
thousand years. They are engaged in scientific studies of geo­
physical changes and of our social and political conditions. Their 
present incurs1on(one of many in the course of history) was occas­
sioned by the release of atomic energies, which disturbed and 
alarmed theworlds of their habitation. This threat has now been 
contained by them so that their chief concern is with certain 
startling changes occuring deep within our globe. But they im­
pose no law upon us(though they could enslave us if they so de­
sired), and they exact no tribute and move harmlessly through our 
skies." 127. 

Nash no doubt would not have been so quick to quote Mr. Layne if he 
knew the ultimate source of such confident statements was BSRA's use of 
'inental radio." 

"A more godlike way of life almost too good to be true." 

.~ki's well promoted f!Y~ Saucers Have Landed was the first book 
about UFOs many people ever read.;· theu 1ntroefuct1on to the mystery, and 
it quickly gained a b1g uncritica~ following. 

In the early Winter of 1953, in Detroit, Hichigan, an advertising 
salesman, Henry Maday, recommended the Adamski book to school teacher 
Laura f.fundo. The Californian's writings made a big impression on Miss 
l·fundo. She found in the story about a contact with a Venusian:" ••• 
a more_godlike way of life almost too good to be true." 128. 

During the Olristmas holidays Miss Mtmdo paid a social visit to two 
friends, Helen and Bryant Reeve(future authors of f!y:ing Saucer Pil­
~image). The Reeves shared Mis Mtmdo' s interest m tfie 11advancoo 
i eas"oeing peddled by Adamski, so it was decided to ask the Califor­
nian to lecture in Detroit, with Miss Mtmdo handling the publicity. On 
March 28, 1954 some 4,500(standing room only crmd) people heard the 
man from Palomar Gardens. 

Miss ~fundo became a devoted Adamski fan, spendmg all her spare time 
to the "vital necess1ty'' of learnmg more about the "advanced spacemen 
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that wanted to help mankind." 129. 

Adamski ' s appeal. 
Actually, what ~ki said was less important than the mood he gener­

ated. The contactee phenomenon created a deVlant belief system, a sub­
muverse that was "real" to those who refused to return to what philo­
sopher William James termed the "paramotm.t reality of common sense." 
Emp1r1cal ev1dence was rejected in favor of mystical experiences that 
were suppose to provide the ultimate test of any "truth." 130. The 
fact that Adamski and some others claimed to have "met face-to-face" 
with the source of their "truth" rather than by receiving wisdom by the 
use of "mental radio" was not much of a difference. The evidence for 
such meetmgs was more ''mystical" than "empirical." 

The Theosophical Society. A seedbed? 

The contactee phenomenon, that was a sensation in the psychic community 
during the 1950s,may be said to have had its roots in the ideas of Madame 
Helena Blavatsh who conceived the idea of "The Great White Brotherhood" 
back in the America of the 1870s. As sociologists Iavid Stupple and Abdol­
lah Dashti point out in their excellent research project of the social his­
tory of the flying saucer movement, "Flying Saucers and ~!ultiple Realities: 
A Case Study m Phenomenological Theory," Bla:v:atski ,co-:fotm.der of the Theo­
sophical Society, originated the belief that a population of super beings 
resided variously in remote mountain retreats, in the air cloaked from pry­
ing eyes, and on other celestial orbs beyond the Earth. This so-called 
superior race, Blavatski maintained, achieved its status by ''breaking the 
reincarnat1on cycle(This shows the influence of Eastern mysticism). A 
basic theme of Theosophical belief was that a select group of the super be­
i,ngs take an interest in mankind and visit the Earth, contacting certain 
individuals that happen to be more "highly evolved" than their less for­
tunate fellow humans. Stupple and Dashtu felt comfortable saying that the 
success of certain contactee groups was due to adherence to basic Theosoph­
ical concepts. 131. 

Of course not everyone was enamored with the "good news from spal:e" idea. 
In the Harch 1954 issue of the Journal of the British Interplaneta.ry ~oca!ffity, 
Arthur c. Clarke, chairman of the society ,r·e'v'i'eweaA.i:l.'iiiiiSKi' s bOok an -
ned the work as "a farrago of nonsense." Clark wrote: "If flying saucers do 
turn out to be space-ships, Hessrs. Leslie and Adamski will have done quite 
a lot to prevent people of intellectual integrity from accepting the fact." 
132. 

The "Hanger 18" runor grows. 

The charge that the Air Force was ''hiding hunks of flying saucers" that 
was J1lade by Nash, was echoed in the last issue of the CSI Los Angeles UFO 
newsbulletin which listed some the organization's conclusions as of January 
1954: 

"During the past two years we have followed such a story of a 'cap­
tured flying saucer' from March Field, where it was kept tm.der a tar­
paulin, progressively through three southern California aircraft 
plants. This is the one made of the transparent metal, which cannot 
be l"'achined with a diamond fly-cutter. At last report it had been 
loaded on a truck at the Huges Aircraft Company plant and was headed 
for some tm.known destination." 133. 
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March 24th. 

Glowing object over England. (See newsclipping) 

!'HaffW;-;:;Venus': 
Glowing 'Flying Saucer' Seen 1 

Over Norwich and New London! 
~t~~ . .t?, • "'"" • I 

NEW LONDON;...J.J£71.-A round., It rlowed around Its nm but' 
rlowtnr objeet "about halt way was dark In the center he sa d.; 
to Ve~ltl" caused considerable • 1 , 
stir In the Norw1ch area late yes- I Occasionally It appeared to tlatten 1 
terd&y' &l:ternoon and was also lOUt and take on a reddish hue. 
~potted In the more northern I George Stedman of North Ston 
.eaehea ot thiS area. '1ngron also saw the "ll}lng •au· 

. Mu: Rubendun•t of Lantern •cer" and pinpointed Its Iocallnn 

I
'Hlll said he "'as looking Up at a,"About half way to VPnu• • •aul 
w{Jlterta Vine about 4 p m when 1 he L;1 a report to Groton State 
he noticed the thmg 1n the '"> IPnhce '•nn mnvrnt: ,..,.r> littiP 

!roughly norrheast ot his home1at tlr<t Th~n 11 "ent Wl'<tabout 
and "Vel)' high." I 6 30 p m. and disappealed. • 1 

V-formation over Baltimore. 

A news cOI!Dllentator for radio station WFBR, Baltimore, Lou Corbin, phoned 
Donald Keyhoe the morning of March 25th and notified him of yet another UFO­
airliner case, this time over Baltimore the night before at 10:32 p.m. A 
witness on the grotmd to aerial display was Adolph Wagner, Deputy Coordin-
ator for Civil Derense at Baltimore. 134. • 

Looking out his window to check the weather, Mr. Wagner saw: 

" ... 13 objects at approximately 50 degrees off the horizon moving 
in a V-fonnation. He described the objects as triangular in shape 
and glowing glowing flourescent blue and proceeding on a west-east 
course. As he watched, a larger object came out of the north and 
positioned itself in front of the V-fonnation. After observing them 
for one minute, Wagner noticed a conrnercial airliner, with nm.ning 
lights on, coming out of the northeast, heading for Friendship An­
port. It was flying low. Suddenly, the glowing objects split their 
V-formation, six of them executing a very sharp turn, changing from 
blue to a purplish color. Heading into the southwest direction of 
the airliner, the six objects tailed in single-file. The remamder 
continued their original course in an eastward direction. Wagner 
estimated their size at 20 ft. on a side, with the leader of the 
group .at nearly SO ft. He could not see any exhaust, or hear any 
noise. The objects were sharply defined, no hazy edges." 135. 

Corbm told Keyhoe he had contacted Friendship tower to get a story but 
when Chief controller got on the line he "almost yelled" that the UFOs 
were just geese. 136. Not put off by the rudeness, Corbin dialed again 
and this tlJlle got another controller. This man simply confessed ignorance 
about the matter. 

Through other sources Corbin determined that the airliner belonged to 
Eastern but when contacted Eastern officials refused corrment. 137. 

March 25th. 
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Only a few hours after Corb1n's call, another friend of Keyhoe called, 
Pam Am Captain William Nash who was phon1ng from Miami to infonn the Major 
a Mar1ne Jet p1lot had encountered a UFO over Florida's guided missile 
range and the flyer, a former skept1c, was talking his head off. The 
story was all over town. The Miami Daily News pr1nted an account and sent 
it out on the UP newswue. The Marine aviator, Captain Don Holland, even 
agreed to go on television to relate his s1ght1ng. 

It seems that at 3:30p.m. the afternoon of ~brch 25th Capt. Holland 
was fly1ng over the missile range when a strange round object dropped out 
of the sky near his plane and hovered at 3,000 feet. Amazed, Capt. Hol­
land banked his jet sharply and turned on his gun cameras but the UFO 
spoiled hls chance to obtain photographic proof by leaving at tremendous 
speed. General William G. Manly, CO at Miami, confirmed Capt. Holland's 
report and vouched for the flyer's reliability. 138. 

"Flying Manta." 

Rumors of an American saucer-plane were enhanced by Canadian inventor 
John Frost 1n March 1954 when he identidied the U.S. Air Force as a major 
player in the race to build a highly advanced interceptor. Frost, who 
was committed to England's De Havilland Company, as well as to A. V. Roe in 
Canada;announced that a ''huge sum" had been allocated by the Americans for 
a project to build a prototype of an early design of his, a ''manta ray" 
type craft that would be capable of a top speed of 1,850 mph. 139. 

The ultimate witness? 

Harold E. Talbot, Secretary of the Air Force, was in an airplane enroute 
to Palm Sprmgs, California, the afternoon of March 24, 1954. While pass­
ing over Fresno, California; Talbot, his aides, and the plane's aircrew, all 
saw a large metallic-looking object following the plane in a position about 
a 1,000 feet below and a l1ke distance behind. Talbot ordered his pilot to 
turn around, but when the plane banked, the UFO made a -tight little orbit 
and streaked away at an incredible speed. 140. There is no record of this 
encounter in BLUE BOOK files and debate about its' existence surfaced in 
mid-~by 1954(See that date). 

Things really begin to heat up. 

"Operation Immediate." Cherokee, Wyoming. (See CIRIS document,and note 
referrence to the CIA at the bottom of the page. This shows official sen­
sitivlty to what might be a run-of-the-mill meteor report when the color 
reported is a "bright green," the same color of the mysterious phenomenon 
that haunted restricted nuclear facilities in New Mexico). 

f.brch 29th. A ''t>bther sh1p and her brood?" 
A Spot Intelligence report states: 

"On 29 March 1954, ( .•. deleted) and his wife, ( ••• deleted) Street, 
Ph1ladelphia, Pa., were interv1ewed at the 3rd OSI Detachment, Phila­
delphia, Pa., by Special Agent Russell A. Williams. The Sperriers 
stated that they wished to report that at approximately 0215 hours, 
29 March 1954, they had observed approximately twenty-five (25) uni­
dentified flying objects in the sky. The ( ••• deleted) described 
these objects as being round and silver in color, with a luminous 
circle around each. The (. .. deleted) estimated that the objects 
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were between 3000 and 5000 feet 1n the air, and all but one ap­
peared to be a l1ttle larger than the size of a baseball. They 
stated that one of the objects flying toward the rear was about 
tw1ce the s1ze of the others. The Sperriers advised that the ob­
jects appeared to be fly1ng in formation. They descr1bed th1s for­
mation as two (2) objects flying side by side with one following, 
and then two (2) more flying side by side and one following. Tius 
formation was repeated. The ( ... deleted) informed Special Agent 
Williams that there was a slight var1ation in the formation and that 
the objects seemed to move with a slight up and down effect. They 
said that this motion was not very noticeable. ~~en they first 
sighted the objects, they appeared to be flying in a straight line. 
The ( ••. deleted) sa1d that there appeared to be a flame com1ng out 
of the rear of each object. This flame was approximately one­
fourth of the length of the objects and that they were mov1ng Slght­
ly faster than the speed of a jet airplane. During the time that 
they observed these objects, one veered away from the format1on, 
with what the ( .•. deleted) said was a tremendous speed, and then it 
came back and rejoined the formation. The(. •• deleted) stated that 
they saw no exhaust trail or smoke and that they did not not1ce any 
unusual odors in the air." 141. 

Project ~comes to a close. 
Toward the end of the month Ohio Northern University notified the press 

it was terminat1ng its project A. The school announced that it "had no 
alternative" s1nce:"For the past year this research has been practically at 
a standstill." 142. 1-breover: 

"The informatlon received by Project A indicated that a sizeabl~ 
fraction of the total sightings througnout the country were sight­
ings made of material objects. These material objects were not 
standard aircraft. Having concluded that a proportlon of the sight­
ings were of material objects, possessing the ability to ~euver at 
extremely h1gh speeds, and 1n climat1c conditions. 

"An invest1gat1on was begtm of the relationship of s1ghting dates of 
magnetic storms ••. (but because of the lack of information) it is there­
fore imposs1ble for the Project to continue with its study of the re­
lationship of magnetic storms to sightings of phenOI'lena known as fly­
ing saucers. 

"We had hopped such a study might be indicative of the possibility 
of the use of electro-magnet energy as a means of propulsion." 143. 

Further UFO news from Australia. 
The civilian UFO group in Australia, the "Australian Flying Saucer 

Bureau," received a boost when its director, E.R. Jarrold, was asked by the 
Australian Minister of Air to confer with the nation's Air Force Intelh­
gence at Melbourne headquarters. 

The Port Moresley UFO film had been lent to Jarrold's organization so, 
perhaps, that was the reason for the consultation, otherwise sources avail­
able to us give no other clue, although Jarrold did make a po1nt to deny 
that the meeting could be construed as having some relationship with the 
unease sweeping the Australian public concerning the prolonged UFO flap 
taking place there. 
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Only partially processed by Australian experts, the Port ~1oresly film 
showed a small, lightly-colored, object. Hoping the American experts 
could learn more from the frames, the film was sent to the United States 
for special analysis. 

Meanwhile, UFOs continued theu visitations. The following is an tm­
dated bit of data but It is assumed to have occurred in March, 1954: 

"At Yotmg, a town near Sydney, Marjorie ~l:Lennan, 34, looked up 
to see what a strange humming sotmd was all about, after her dog 
began to bark furiously. Directly above her she saw a long, cy­
lindrical obJect, 'colored two shapes of white,' which 'seemed to 
taper off to one end.' The object hovered in the sky for about five 
minutes, then 'seemed to gradually float down toward the skyline un­
til it disappeared.' A neighbor woman, ~bya Hugget, confirmed the 
sight mg." 144. 

Green fireballs. over Australia? 

Apparently the same emerald bombardment that excited the U.S. Southwest 
in 1948-49 was now doing the same to Australia during January and February 
in 1954. 

The Civilian publication, the Australian f!ying Saucer ~azine, March 
1954 issue, referred to a spate of reports tnat<fescri5ed:ETight,green,si­
lent, and large(!~ to 2 times the size of the full Moon) fireballs that 
flashed over the cotmtryside and exploded. 145. 

April. 

The thud day of April Donald Keyhoe took a plane for Califorma to make 
an appearance on the Betty White T.V. show. 

Arrivmg in Los Angeles, Keyhoe took a cab to the Hollywood Roosevelt 
Hotel where he met E.J. Ruppelt. 

There was a rumor about a sensational August, 1953, case at Pearl Harbor 
and Keyhoe hoped Ruppelt, who was still active with BUJE BOOK at the time, 
could shed some light on the supposed incident. Asked outright if "any­
thing big" had taken place in August, 1953; Ruppelt could only think of the 
Rapid City case; an answer that surprised Keyhoe who lmew nothing of the 
excitement in South Dakota that Summer. The Rapid City case, Ruppel t de­
clared, shook up many of the skeptics. The ex-BUJE BOOK chief gave Keyhoe 
an abbreviated accotmt of the case, of how a UFO was seen visually, detected 
on radar, and pursued over a 100 miles by F-84 jets. As for Pearl Harbor, 
Ruppelt lmew nothmg. 

Keyhoe couldn't resist asking for Ruppelt's personal opinion now that the 
Air Force's UFO expert was on inactive duty, but Ruppelt had another sur­
prise for Keyhoe, saymg that he had recently finished writing an "objective 
look at the UFO problem," an essay schelduled to appear in the t-lay issue of 
True magazme. That was good news to Keyhoe but he felt Ruppelt was being 
evasive Keyhoe pressed the question:''What did you conclude?" 146. To that 
Ruppelt said he was not a firm believer like Dewey Fournet, but if such odd 
craft actually existed, they ~t be from another planet. 147. 

"Zig-Zags." Strange objects seen on April 3rd. 

At 1345Z the first of two strange orange-white objects came into view in 
the sky over Atlanta, Georgia. The first object, as well as the second one, 
moved at high speed west to east. The first object was in sight for approxi­
mately 60 seconds. It:" •.. made several zig-zags in the west and then passed 
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almost directly overhead in spasmotic flashes and disappeared in the east." 
148. The second object came into view three minutes later and was in sight 
for 90 seconds. It:" ••• appeared from the same direction but then darted to-
ward the north in spasmodic flashes. When almost due north of observers, it 
made an erratic circle and then contmued on to disappeared in the east." 149. 

V-formation over Wichita. 

On ."t>nl 4th at 0250Z a strange group of flying lights was sighted. A IDll­
tary teletype message read in part: 

11 
••• WHILE SITIING IN CAR FACING S ON MARKET ST, WIOITTA, KANS, ••• 

OBERVER CASUALLY GAZED INTO SKY AND SAW SEVEN TO NINE LIGHfS HVG IN 
A NORTHERLY DIR. LIGHTS WERE IN A V FORt-IATION AND APPEARED TO BE VERY 
HIGH AND EX'I'RH4ELY FAST. OBJS WERE 1ST SIGHI'ED AT A 35 DEGREE ANGLE, 
AZU.UIH 180 DEGREES AND PASSED DIRECTLY OVER OBSR'S HEAD. THE FLT 
PATH OF THE OBJE WAS VERY STEADY ALTHOUGH THEY SEINED TO HAVE A VERY 
SLIGH!' DIFFICUTY IN RTNG V FORMATION. THE LAST LIGHT ON THE W SIDE 
WOOID PERIODICALLY DROP BACK, RESUHE ITS PSN AND THEN MOVE O!.IT TO 
THEW SIDE OF FOPMATION BEFORE R'ING TO PATIERN. THE OBJS DISAPPEAR­
AT A 35 DEGREE ANGLE AND AN AZIMUTH OF 350 DEGREE. OBJS WERE IN 
SIGH!' FOR PD OF 10-12 SECONDS, MADE NO NOISE, AND LEFT NO VISIBLE CON­
TRAIL SIZE OF LIGHT CAN BE CQ.1PARED TO HEAD OF PIN HELD AT Am.1'S 
LGTH WHILE SHAPE CaJLD Nar BE DETERMINED. COLOR OF LIGHTS WERE (W) 
W/BRIGHI"NESS BEUJG CCMPARED TO SECOND OR THIRD MAGNITIJDE STARS ••• 11 150. 

AT GIANT ROCK INTERPLANETARY AIRPORT 
'7 ,.,.;. No,·th.. cifYuccaVDlley.cal•f'"'hia.. 

S~~ iJ ~,. •. t-¥w 1 ~s4 
SPEECHES ANO DISCUSSIONS 

PtCNIC 

.::tfr~ ~ur-Owu Xd ancf ??.eTre:JhJtU:ni4 
Uvr-:J?e.r-&:wrani W-$ 2}7 Oc.red. 

.ADMISSION j-oU)'"icst <:JHd icst;s 
FREE yn,_ fi )1(.-u 1/. t?f ~ c!4l 
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~pate Craft 
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. I -· phere ol n.dloaetlri17 trom rcce11t 

, GIANT ROCX, CaUL ct!'I-Some H·bomb blut&. : 
-~ deleptet to the world'• tint Georp H. Wllllam10a. :n, ot 

'intupla.i"etarr space cn!t coave11- P;rucott, Ariz., who oaJd ho hu 
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'"l'lle~ roes o11el" volee~ 1briek· &reL • , 
: ;e.1 Lut alght from seores of aleep-j Other uucer •uperts• oome­
"11DC bap mewu about the edro of'trom u !ar 11117 u Cblcaro aad• 
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W. Vaa Tassel. who said be lpOII- ria'l'l 1.11d descnbed bizarre expert-

• sored the COilVtllUoa on suggesl.loll' tllctl to the delerateo who Nt 
o{ !rieade from IDother plaaoL I UDder the hot IIIII II> lbtea. , 

Hlab 1D the skr a larae on~~ro A trPical otarr wn related · 
flreboll blazed brieDr over t!lo, llr or1 .. Aarelaad. 4%, ot Gle11- ; 

~
collvudon 'p-oUIIda &lid ,fllclo;ered clale, wbo elalmed a "tbba1• l 

. ouL ~ wblcb looked Uile "a tn.nsp.,. , 
Saucer a.z. belleven lll&hed eat - babble ltemllpbe~ • 

elllhulutlcallr 1.11d 'l'lewed the liDded aeor blm oa a bridso on t 
• '!IU7 obJect 11 a •11111" thet J'ulr :u, 1952, oDd obllled him 
{ "&be)"" were Ia tbo - aDd wit& 1 n.S. •1000 m.ae. over Lao 
'readr to !aDd a wb.lrllar 300.foot AllseJa.• I 

l·cnlt, u V&ll Tu.l had prvaa- Evm more iatri~Q~Dc wu tho 
bed. • tale oalllllDIT told br M-rt&Nid , 

1 Skeptics .tbouabt It wu tlaro Trumaa BothllniiD. a Redondo -
·hom tho a.earbr .Mlrille baM-or Beach weldor. Bot&Ul'IIJI told bear. 
Ia PC- • len bo came face to face with t -
', Vu Taael Mid tho llnbaB wu female Jp&CI ablp lldpper K .Mor- • 
JlrababiJ 1 "llullWer" UHd bJ'moll Hesa, Monda Ia 1~ • r. 

-other worldlu to rid ov.r 1tmo. :----·--- • • , • _..-;r;,1 
:7• .. ::== -=-- ... ~,:-~ .. _;.. -::-
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"Spacecraft Convention." 

George Van Tassel's so-called "spacecraft convention," schelduled for 
Sunday, April 4th, got off to a good start. Saturday afternoon people be­
gan to arrive at Giant Rock airport and by sundown about 500 had set up 
camp to spend the night. At midnight someone playmg a joke set off a 
skyrocket that gave off a brilliant flash and caused a heavy concussion. 
''There's goes one!" people shrieked. 151. 

Sunday morning a sympathet1c audience of 6,000 had gathered at the desert 
s1te to hear a line up of contactee speakers:George Hunt Williamson, Orfeo 
Angelucci, Truman Bethurum, Dan Fry, and the convention host, Van Tassel. 
The gathering was informal. Adm1ssion was free and planned activities were 
listed as "speeches, discussions, and picnicking." People milled around 
taking pictures, ~ttmg, and buying saucer literature and souvenirs. 152. 

Desmond Leslie sent his regrets but wrote a letter that was read to the 
convention. Adamski likewise sent his regrets since he was busy in Detroit 
giving lectures sponsored by Laura Mundo. 

Like the August 1953 UFO convention in Hollywood, a message to P-resident 
Dwight Eisenhower was approved. By unanimous vote a telegram was ~nt to 
the Chief Executive requesting that the official UFO investigation~be taken 
away from the Air Force and placed under the control of the administrative 
branch of government and a panel appointed composed of representatives from 
civilian, theological,scientific, and military sectors of soc1ety. 153. 

The "spacecraft convention," although it was all fun and nonsense,did 
have a serious impact on the UFO problem in one way. The public gained 
the impression only crazy and gullible people were interested in UFOs. 

Life in oute:r space? "Mars Committee." 

Uue to the lack of scientific knowledge about the planets in 1954, con­
tactees like Adamski could get away with concocting wild stories about con­
ditions on other worlds and their alledged inhabitants, but the slow pro­
cess of obtaining factual information by the experts in astronomy was 
speeded up a bit by an announced "International Mars Committee," a world­
wide effort to study the Red Planet during its close approach to Earth on 
June 24, 1954(the seventh an1versary of the Kenneth Arnold sightin~and a 
coinc1dence not lost on UFO buffs), the nearest that orb had come to the 
Earth since 1941. The newsmedia took notice of the plans of 17 observa­
tor1es throughout the world to scrutlJlize Mars by posing questions that 
touched on the UFO mystery. 

Assoc1ated Press reporter Arthur Edson suggested that the Mars Co~1ttee 
would attempt:" ..• to determine, among other things, whether little men 
could really live there." 154. 

Hearst Newsl?aper Syndicate writer Charles t-faitland asked:"How clever are 
the t-fart1ans, 1f they exist? Are they intelligent and inventive enough to 
launch flying saucers?" 155. 

During his appearance on the NBC network Betty White teleV1sion show, 
Donald Keyhoe also had some comments: 

''We expect a tremendous flurry (of flying saucer sightmgs] th1s 
S1..Dll1ler when we near Mars •.. They [the f.tlrs Cotmnitteel expect to prove 
that there is actually life on Mars. I was told by some of them m 
Washington --one of the officials on the project--that the moment 
they find out any proof, it will be announced publicly. And I think 



68 

THI MIRROR WfO ,M.I.ItH)I,It!4-Portl 5 

kl•~ !mm lhe Unlnntltr Gt Ollcel« 
•u 1"" rould prove thtrt art pion!<! on Mo..., that WM~Id 

... the m""t m~rvotouo mull -thlt. Fnr 11 would moat! 
lhatllfr ••1•1• on hoth Ma,. tnd urth, an<l that, lhtnlor._ 
lllo b AllJIIflhlnJ that appoaro "'htll mndlliMI are right. 

• Ju•t •• - •• WI cal\ Pl"'n that Ill~ .... ., on Nan, 
lhm life 11'1 110 lonstr unique and II 11\llat uiJI tluwhtrt 
lc1 the uniYf,.t • • 1 

l',.,.umablt, II plant 1111 fXIola tl~whtrt, lhtr•'• no , ... 
'"" "h1 onlmal lilt c<>~lldn't nl•t, ton. »r. B. C. llllrh•r or tht IAwtll Ollo~ .. •nrr In t1•(>ohlf, 
Arlo, who haa '""'' a'lll•llme olllflylnr Mara. will hro~ • 
tlatlon•l Gl!f>II'Uphlc lloo:lotr txpodllllltl to South Alrlra, 1 
fav~rahlt opal. lor Joe~lttnc at t111 r,l•nl'l 

Sllph<!r to pretty ..ure Mara h•• p ant Ill• H•tlllnkl. thnoe 
'"""""' C11noh! miT t>. Y<jtl!lltlnn whit h, ....., ..... G( ffliJIII\ 
nalurol condlllona, ,...,,.. In PfC\Illar nnmetrlc paUrmo. 

' \ l 
.. I 

WARIIINOTON, Marrll :It ~TI!Ia aummer lht plonot 
Mal'll rcm,.. ,.llhln a pollr1 tn.(IIIQIIlll mil .. Gt the .,.rlh. 
An<! "hilt ll'a '" rlaoo~ odOflll•ll ""uld lib 111 dtltrmlno, 
amnn1 othtr lhlni!JI, whethu dllk mt'ft ,..,111 c:ould llvt 

lhr::;., orl•nlllle 1111 .. • now: M•nl lllo, ma1k- UIUt mon, 
no lttt 11\Mtltr wh.,.t tht ftMiPU 1l'rltf'f.111 ••1· 
th~ !ntornallnnol Ma"' I 'omtollttt hta '-n mHtlnll htrt, 

plannlnll lnr tht ,..t nro~ .wd a ntwa conltrtnct ,., .. 
t:.l1f'll tn r#pntt. 1 

Nt\fr llrlnr• h•• M•ra "'"' liltro<l •t ul•nlllltal11 ,.. 
'trmrh hJ 1UJ rrutnJ Rf.nnlHft *nl .. rrvatnrltt,. aJ1 nYtf thl 
v.orl<l "111 toh poll In tb~ tdt•rplan•tar1 tnonplnr. 

And "''"' do lht1 hnpe to ftnd outl 
MaftJ' thfni!JI. n. 'll'r•IMr. The prod .. dlamot~ Gt Man. 

Nf'ltf tJCaC't mtaJiUrt'fl'lfnht an. •rM.Jnt'l 
And In tho wordo of llarokl C. \!rot, lht nuc'"r phr., 

III:~IIOTFAK CHARt:l 

• 'l'rcn lnl It Ia anothor matter. !Itt far, ht nlcl. no '''" hu • ,. 
bo-n ..... to dotPCt anr chl.....,.,.,ll-whlch """ld ln~Jc.ll11 
plant 111-n Naro . 

llllrhor dt>tan't. thlnt anltul lilt exlllb. nn Mxr11 hetlllll• " 
no oa:r~~tn h•• boon diii<'Ovtrtd thore, and animal&, he a•ldt 
have lo h&\"t oa:ygen to Jtyf.. ..... 

"111 hnt to dlll'tr with 10U lhorr, llllph!'f,• V.-.,r aald. 
"• oald • JII'Uhllke Cft'ltur• n.-•• II the l>ottnm "' lht Grnl 
l.akN without o•r••n •n4 lhll ooma m•RJI'Ola llvo on 1 , 
ffUIIYtl)" OX)'Jrft lrft dltl. , 

t:lllltr ••7• 1\'1 hardl7 an a\lrldlvo pnrtrall Gt pntanllal , 
Mao mtn.. .. ~ 

lmphtr NHI •<l•nll•to hn.,. • ohl<ly 01 ~ton' wtath•r •Ill 
h•lp th•m undon\llnd the ... rth'o hrttor. Urr7 .. td lhot If 
the eu<!. dlamrtl'r ol N•n ran he dN•rmt.....,. II may kn .fie 
~!= rn~!J':" hll Pf .. •nt lhonrt .. r>n - lhO onlat •1•11m 



69 

that the ~Iars Cormtittee is tied in with the govemnent's plan grad­
ually to tell the public what the saucers really are and where 
they're from. I think that this summer you're going to hear some 
headline news." 156. 

April 7th. ''Two disc-shaped flying objects." (See report) 

Keyhoe asks Ruppelt for help. 
To make things very clear before h1s next lecture schelduled in Cleve­

land, Keyhoe wrote E.J. Ruppelt(who now lived on Josie Avenue in Long Beach, 
California) on April 8, 1954, request1ng a complete written statement ex­
pla1n1ng the procedures used to process official UFO reports for his use, 
and also to confirm the existence of the Tremonton UFO film and the fact 
that an analysis had been conducted that was still classified. 157. 

Ruppelt was agreeable and wrote back on April 11th. The ex-BLUE BOOK 
chief descr1bed 1n his letter how Air Force cases were declassified and sent 
through the Director of Intelligence, often with Keyhoe specifically named as 
the recipient of the mformation, moreover ,Ruppelt added a statement that 
said he had read f!y1ng Saucers From Outer §pace and found no distortions in 
the cases as they were presente<i, or in the presentations of Air Force con­
clusions. 

The Tremonton film's existence would have been very hard to deny and 
Ruppelt didn't try, but of greater import to Keyhoe was the analysis. Rup­
pelt skirted the issue of the results of the analysis and merely mentioned 
that a dispute arose over language had killed a press release. 

Another key point was A1 Chop's letter on the book jacket of Keyhoe's 
Flv~ Saucers From Outer §pace. Ruppelt wrote that he agreed with Chop 
that if speeds and ~erswere be1ng repo:tted accurately, then the cap­
aoilit1es of UFOs exceeded the limits of modern science and, therefore, 
theu origin must be outer space. Many persons high up in the military ,he 
stated further, were in a agreement on this. 158. 

April 11th. Coltmtbus, t-tissouri. 
A short military teletype message said:" ... SEVERAL PEOPLE AT COID.ffiiA 

m AIRPORT AT 110230Z SIGHI'ED A BRIGHT WHITE LIGHT SHAPE-ROOND SIZE- AIR­
CRAFT NAVIGATICN LIGHT APPROAQ-IED COUIMBIA AT RAPID SPEED FRCM FRCM 1HE 
EAST ON AN EVEN PLANE AND SUDDENLY CLIMBED S'IRAIGHr UP INfO 2500 FEET 
OVERCAST MADE 00 NOISE REPORTED BY T/SGT( ••• deleted)OOil.MBIA Kl AIR FORCE 
RFSERVE." 159. 

Europe. 
In England the British Flying Saucer Bureau amalgamation with the Bristol 

Flying Saucer Club showed that interest overseas was on the upswing, although 
reports were few in ntmtber for the moment. 

April 12th at 6:15 p.m. a strange object was viewed at Macclesfield, Eng­
land. The observer, C. Evans, a former member of the R.A.F., reported the 
s1ghting to a R.A. F. air base at Ringway. The Conmandant there refused to 
comment except to say the report would be forwarded to his superiors. 160. 

Apr1l 13th. Time:l510Z. 
Three round and flat objects the apparent size of the steer1ng wheel of 

an automobile were sighted moving in formation; one above the other, d1agon­
al level; at tree-top level, near Armapolis, f.laryland. 161. 
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Near miss. UFO or what? 

An official for the C.A.B. issued a statement on April 14th that said 
there had been a near miss between United Airlines Flight 193 and an 
"unidentified craft" 5,000 feet above Long Beach, California, just before 
midnight. 

Capt. J.M. Schidef at the controls of Flight 193 testified that a huge 
bulk came at him out of the blackness. The thing had only one light on 
it, a red one which was only visible on the UFO' s right side, just before 
what appeared to be an unavo1dable head-on collision. At the last second 
Capt. Schidef yanked his controls hard over, putting his plane in a steep 
bank. In the main cabin there were screams of fright as passengers were 
tossed about. A Mr. C. Barber, a resident of North Hollywood, had his 
left leg fractured, and a stewardess working in the galley cracked an 
ankle bone. 162. 

Capt. Schidef complained:"It was in sight just two seconds and made no 
movement to avoid me." 163. Air Traffic Control reported no other air­
craft other than Flight 193 as being authorized to fly 1n the area at the 
time. 164. 

Red glow over Roswell, New Mexico. April 15th. 

A teletype report stated:" .•• SIGHTING IN VICINTIY OF ROSI'lELL RADIO AT 
14 1940 t-1ST IN THE FORM OF A DULL REDDISH GW'/ ABOVE THE I'.D'lER Cta.JD 
DECK. AT 141945 MST SAME DULL REDDISH GLCM SIGHTED OORTH OF CAPITAN 
MOONTAINS HEADED WEST. LOWER CLOOD DECK APPROXIMATELY SIX THOOSAND 
FEET." 165. 

April 15th. 

"It was the strangest thing I have ever seen! For all the world it was 
like one of those Buck Rogers space ships!" --Elbert Edwards. (See news­
story) 

Apnl 16th. "Red spy.?" (See reproduced report) 

The Gerald Light letter. 

"Did President Eisenhower meet aliens?" 

For decades rumors have circulated in the UFO community about an alleged 
"visit by UFO pilots to Muroc AFB, California, early in 1954." (Muroc's 
name was later changed to Edwards AFB) 

Little effort has been made to check out the facts and the rumors con­
tinue to persist and take on spurious elaborations. One researcher, to his 
credit, has at least tried to get to the bottom of some of the story. 

The researcher, WilJ,iam MOore, determined that on the evening of Febru­
ary 20, 1954, President Eisenhower did "disappear" for a time(See pp. 38-
39 of this book) . The "disappearance" did have some validity but what 
about the rest of the supposed story? 

An indepth check of the rumors, other than on the whereabouts of Ike by 
Moore, has yet to be done, but a few cursory examinations of some material 
readily available may help us make some sense out of the supposed "alien 
visit." 

Not much is known about Mr. Light, but it seems he was a resident of 
Hollywood, California, in 1954; an elderly ''mystic" who, among many other 
things, believed in "astral travel." 
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The rest of the clipping reads: 

It ••• discover no glow or exhaust from the device. 
It absolutely was different from anything I have ever 
seen, he said. 
"The strange humming, buzzing sotmd enanating from 

the craft,li(?) .•• was unlike conventional sotmds from 
the skies, both men agreed. 
" ' For all the world, ' he concluded, ' it was like one of 

those Buck Rogers space ships.' 
'7he three men obtained confirmation of their str~qge 

exper1ence the following morning when they questioned 
an elderly Indian who had camped approximately 100 
yards from the~. 

"The old Indian described what he had seen as a 'light 
in the Heaven.' It was 'like a worm,' the Indian told 
them. 
"Edwards, his son, Arthur, and Goddard left here Friday 

noon for the trip to Arizona. He and his son returned 
to Boulder City l-fonday afternoon, while Goddard went 
down into the canyon to continue his exploration." 

... 
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It can also be noted that in a 1969 letter to a c1vilian UFO publication, 
the Kansas Newsletter; Light styled himself "Reverend" and wrote about:" ... 
the CCiiiiii1g Cfuiriges of the New Age of Aquarius ••. ," and mentions that he had 
been associated with ~leade Layne's metaphys1Cal orgamzatwn, the Borderland 
Science Research Assoc1ates, of San Diego, since 1948. 166. 

An examinat1on of the famous Light letter of Apr1l 1954(the letter runs 
two pages, somethmg not known to many people since often only the first 
page is reproduced), shows that the man was committed to BSRA's Ether1an 
theory by his glee over the (supposed) "emotional pandemonilDTI" of society's 
representatives as they were "confronted W1th demonstrat1ons that destroyed 
their fam1lar theories and concepts," and how he had not suffered from such 
pathetic bewilderment" due to his acceptance of the "dematerization of 
solid obJects" due to his "study of the etheric, or spirit, theory of exist­
ence." 

Accgrding to Light, he had been specially invited to Murdoc AFB, along 
with Hearst newspaper's Franklin Allen, Bishop Macintyre of Los Angeles(who 
later became Cardinal Macintyre), and President Truman's one-time financial 
adviser Edwin Nourse. They all, wrote Light, spent two days at Burdoc ob­
serving five different types of flying saucers being flown and examined by 
U.S. Air Force personnel with the assistence of the alien owners! 167. (It 
should be noted that there is nothing in the Light letter concerning the 
President). 

A skept1c should question Light's credentials for being one of four men 
selected to witness this supposed fantastic event. What part of societY 
did Light represnt 7 What organization? Light does not say, so we are 
left to wonder what could poss1bily qualify the man, unless it was his sup­
posed "study of the etheric." 

If the letter is a hoax, what prompted it? We can speculate by first 
noting Ike's "disappearance" in February. This odd event was made public 
by Time magazme, so Light could have known about it without difficulty. 
168:--This "disappearance" provided a foundation for builting a story. 

Another factor playing a role no doubt, ·~ the fact that pleas were 
being .made to the President during this period by the saucer buffs in Los 
Angeles. It should be remembered that Van Tassel's Flying Saucer conven­
tion had sent a well publicized telegram to Eisenhower less than two weeks 
before the Light. letter was written, a missive that. stressed the need for 
a new, balanced, UFO investigative effort composed of theological, scien­
tific, and military representatives. One can see there is some interest­
ing similarity. 

Rumors about "crashed saucers" had been around since Frank Scully gave 
the idea so much publicity back in 1949/50. That such ideas were still 
alive can be noted in the last. issue of the Los Angeles Civilian Saucer 
Investigations' newsletter which printed: 

''Durmg the past two years (1951-53?) we have followed such a story 
of a 'captured flying saucer' from March Field(California). where it. 
was kept under a tarpaulin, progressively through three southern 
California aircraft plants. This is the one made of transparent 
metal, which cannot be machined with a diamond.fly-cutter. At last 
report it had been loaded on a truck at the Hughes Aircraft Company 
plant and was headed for some unknown destination." 169. 

And then there was the "captured saucer" story headlined in the January 
1954 issue of Coral Lorenzen's APRO bulletin," as well as Frank Fdwards' 

• 
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Evidence that the I1.llllor CSI was following was related 
to the Frank Scully story is found in the newsstory below. 
Apparently editor Wes Izzard of the Amarillo Texas Globe-
N d . ' ' ~.was reanung up~ details or he was passing on-a--
v~rs~on of story that was distorted by word-of-mouth trans­
m1ss1on. 

~nlnrday, J:mn:n-y 21, 195CX ':. 

I 'S'NUFF. HE CRIED 1 11.'saucw. ?.'hlch came In two mes. ·' · · --- · -- I One Cl):tt.alnlnc a crew or two, the 
1 • The Ali'i4ml<i. ~b Glolle-Ne~~or. , bigger .!ze a crew or 16. 'lbe eovern­

, 'ha:~·ocen running .some •en.satlonal j men: !!gures Lhe UWe'planet people 
articles lately In regard• to fl) In& 1 are friendly and didn't flY down 

• .s:~ucers. Written by Editor Wes here to make war. Just to look 
Izzarcl 'lbe Globe-Nen S:l)"S Its ar- around. 'lbey were kllled by lhe dlt-

1 1 tlcles are either going to be round ference In atmosphere. · 
a1 re\-oluUonary, Or complete dubs. n 'lbe lnslde ot the saiiCer.l ~~oere 
<l sUcks to the former bcllef. filled with various eadgeL~ ln~ludlng 

An) how, It san lhese tl)'lng sau- one 1omelhlng like a ncllo. The &<W-
eers are actually space ships from ernment people wrned It on and 
some olher pl:~;net and some have briefly got .some noises. Sort or Uke 
been round by Ute government.. And a Chinese orchestra playinc Egyp- i' 
:~;re now being •xnmlned at secre~ Uan music. The saucers ca.rrled 
labontories In southern cauromia cubes of processed food. which, wben 

u near Los Angeles. They are made or put In water expanded to many 

4 
a light met.al whlcb is like nothing • times their orl&"lnal $lze. 
found on this enrtb and a.s yet not. 11 The govenunent wUl eventually 1 • " 
ldentJflcd by the government. llulde ., release the story, a· bit at a time. , 1.. 
were found UtUe beings about 36 ' So as not to .create constemaUon. ; 
Inches In height 'lbey ran the flying -" The Globe-Nen also san Readers ~ 
I · · - ' ' ~~~Digest Is shortly to carry reveaUn1 

stories on an this.. • • ., ll' Maybe true. Maybe not. AnyhoW 1 
' , It's Interesting. • • •1 

·: - - . - - , • -'w.T:J. -
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announcement on network radio about the possibilty "a flying saucer was 
berng examined at a certa1n West Coast airfield." 

"Dr. G.L. and the one-eyed monster." 

There is a four-page document in Air Force BLUE BOOK files by an un­
named New Yorker which d1scusses the July 2, 1954 Ennio La Sarza "space­
craft landing" in Canada. The material is of little interest except for 
something on the last page, a note by the editor of BSRA's newsletter 
Round Robin. In the note there is a remark concerning the "space being" 
reporteaoy La Saraza compared to a creature ~orted ~ "Dr. G. L." as 
published in a recent issue of Round Rob1n. Dr:-G.'I:". I wasno<IOiibt 
Gerald Light. The RR editor wrote:'' ... Dr. G.L. descnbes the first Ether­
ian whom he encountered as being of great stature and as having a single 
eye in the center of his forehead." 170. Unfortunately, back issues of 
Round Robin are very hard to come by, so we cannot comment on the ent1re 
TTG."L." story about the "one-eyed monster." 

Did it refer to the Murdoc incident? 

It is possible then, "G.L." wrote more about his supposed Mudoc experi­
ence than people are currently aware of, material that could be so "far­
out" it could really damage Light's credib1lity! 

It would seem, however, that the Light story, as it evolved over time, 
focused more on "authorities," especially Eisenhower, who in the first 
account was not mentioned at all but eventually became the main figure, 
even mak1ng a treaty w1th the aliens! 

Why the Light story? -What was the moti vat10n? 

Speculat1on about a motivation might center on Light's authorship of 
the reaction of authorities involved in the alleged event, the "depress­
ion and alarm" that was suppose to have gripped representatives of var­
ious specialized knowledge groups. Light seems to have identified close­
ly with the San Diego BSRA organization, even to adressing its director, 
Meade Layne, as: "My dear friend." 171. 

There is a claim in BSRA literature that upon receiving Gerald Light's 
letter on April 16, 1954; the next day Meade Layne asked BSRA associate 
Mark Probert* to make mental contact with one of his "controls" about the 
supposed happenings at Murdoc. A seance was convened and a "contact" in­
formed Probert, the ''meditun," that Eisenhower was a sincere man but he was 

1t The same Mark Probert that made a so-called psychic contact with the 
pilots of a UFO over San Diego back in 1946. On that occas1on it also 
happened that Layne asked for Probert's help. The expert at ''mental 
radio," Probert was supposed to have contacted the UFO, which was sa1d 
to be a "Kareeta," and learned that 1ts owners were peaceful and wanted 
a meeting W1th Earth sc1entists at an isolated locat1on. (See my book­
let:Charles Fort, The Fortean Society! UFO, pp.68-69. --Loren E. Gross. 



Last m1nute addit1on: 

Hav1ng located a copy of ~1eade La.,me' s 
"PERSONAl BULLETIN No. 4" dated Apr;i.1. 16, 
1954; I was able to 1nclude 1t in this 
edit1on. See the follow1ng page. 

It should be noted that for the first 
time Pres1dent Eisenhower is ment1oned 
m connect10n >vith the slJT)posed inc1dent. 

--- L. Gross 
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:ear ~3:Jvc!.J.ta: 

?E:'tSCNAL-3uU.::'.!.':.;r ~o. ~ 
..tpr!.l 16, 195~ 

The f'ollov1ng new is aut:hent1c. r-; ld d. ?el'9anal t1: .:St•b.Bnd 
report. .:'::'om one of our ".Jea ·~-,mown ,,.:~<~..:..:1. .... ,....., - ,;ilo~au ndDle will be 
;1ven ·o~ith!n a ~?I days. ~ Asscc!.ata ~e.:J 3:;::ent t-o~o da::;s at the 
Edwards Ai:- Force Bah (So. Cal1t'.j. 

At ~s Base rive tvcee at aero~o~ ara ur~er top-level 1napeet­
!.on, . .,.i th the ;>ermi.ssion and .::elp ox· the Ether1.<1ll:J. The process of 
:nat and demat have been daoor.stratad. ~~~ :ts con:H:arnaticn, eon­
fusion and co1:::.a;1se among sc1enti.sta, ~..ecr-.nici.:ma, and governmental 
>ut~or~~~~s. !t ~s :e~avea ~7 au::' Az~o~!a~ ~c ?~s!den~ 
~1senhover ~ill take supreme control ~~ ~ a1tuaticn if present 
izpasse continues or bitter conflict among our own department he&4a. 
The Prl!sident visited the Base during his Palm Springs Taeat1on snc1 
1a bel1.eved to be t'ull7 informed ot all lievelopaanta. OUr Aa•ocS.ate 
<r1S i ted this Base 1n OO!Ill)&.nl' v1 th three vell-known persona • He 
believes that t~e President .,111 malce a public statement about the 
:nic!dla of :.tay. 

If a pel!i..c:xLoL public CCR~"IIicn f'allewa 6ft tai.J!, !t !.S pOSSible 
(and prnbable) that subversive and communistic elements vill make 
as ~uc~ troucle as tney can - as th1.s will be a golden opportun1t7. 
'.le are a1read7 being told that "Coli:IIIUliism would be better than the 
d.est:::-uction o£ ciVilization." ',ole urge 3SR Associates t;:, cooperate 
with all -leg1t1mata author1t7, for ~uolic ~elfare. 

T~ situation at the A.~. 3as~ !s al:::'ead7 ~ovn to the major 
~ews se~rices, and L~ any even~ car~o~ ~e ~ep~ secret =uch longe~ -
ar.d s t:o:::'ies by hearsay ar9 cer-caL-: ~o oe c!ls1;orted.. ·"'~ do not !'eel 
:.hat any principle o£ secur1 t7 1s be1n~ ·r!.olated by this present 
release. '..le aope no one will sensat:1.ona.llze vba.t bas been sa1.d bere 
(the more facts in themselves being the ~a~ ~!cable news s1;ory 
in recorded history). 

Your SSR Director has had an 1.,terv1ew ot about an hou:o ..,1 th the 
Controls Ramon Natalli and the Yada d!. Sh1 41te, relative to the nevs 
here su:mnarizec!.. A transcript or this is being prepared (m1meo trom 
tape ~eco~ing). We shall have to charge £or ~s - mimeo of that 
leng~~ is too expensive for rree distribution. I! you ~ant a copy 
send us (say) $1.00 - or less or more. This tran3cript is a note of 
5an1ty a~d •1sdom in a very jittery ~orld - and highl::; i~ormat1ve 
as well. 

In this connection ve point ;:,ut (since it's all 1n the family, so 
~o s~eak, and no axe to grind) that al.l basic in£ormat1on concerning 
tne aeroforms, given us by the !~ Cont:::'ols in 1946, has been and is 
"ov bai~; veri~ied - their o~_gin and purpose, their etheric nature, 
~hei~ ~per~:i~n by ~~~er!c cr space people, much of the su~er-phyUics 
~~7~1·;·~~ a:-~ •..:h.!ch r .. !)\: 1s so devas~at:!.....~ to the te:t-:~ook sc!e~ee -:Jf 

:~e ~x~e:::'~3 a3sacoled at ~ce ~AF 3ase. ~e tide :~ ~een :~~g 
~~ ou~ ~avo::' ~cr some t~me - ar.d it nov ~eaches ~ts ~lood stage in a 
~ea~ ~2t~~!=al avent. ~u~ta se~~cuSlJ, the destiny of Jur race and 
~lar.e~ har~3 in delicate oala~ce - OUt the ~SSUe !.S in OU:::' ovn hands 
~:--:! '-'a:--t.::!.•c! car. ard ·o~tll ·o~in th:-~us!:l !.::.to !!. betta:- ·~c:-.!.c! ... :~.::..ayne. 
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under pressure from "certain persons" like "Bernard Baruch" and "some high 
officials in the Roman Catholic Omrch." 172. 

Selected portions of the Light letter were made public in a private 
mailmg in late April 1954 in ~1eade Layne's "Personal Bulletm No.4" and 
the entire letter was finally published in BSRA's journal Round Robm in 
1958. 173. -----

By reading BSRA material one can establish that the organization was 
opposed to what it called the '~hlitary-Industrial-Religious complex," or 
'MIR," and over the years this dislike did not diminish but continued to 
show up in new versions of the Gerald Light story. The successor to Layne 
as director of BSRA, a Mr. Riley Hansard Crabb(who took over in 1959), 
wrote about the Edwards01uroc)AFB alien incident and claimed that Eisen­
hower had yeilded to the wishes of the 'MIR" group by keeping the fact of 
''peaceful VISitations by Guardians frOJTl Mars" an official secret, that it 
was the a1m of the 'MIR" group to dominate the world by destroying Russia 
using the UFO' s propulsion system to drive its own war machines. Crabb 
even got specific, singling out the Martin Company's Advanced Projects De­
partment that was headed by a George Trimble. 174. 

Crabb had introduced new elements into the Light story, naming where the 
aliens were from, as well as their intentions. Just where this new infor­
mation originated from was not disclosed. Did it come from "mental radio?" 
It seems that the Hartin Company was picked for no other reason than for 
the fact its Advanced Projects Department was doing test flights for NASA, 
having the contact to built a special re-entry vehicle. 

Decades later we find ni!llOrs that "Eisenhower spoke to the aliens" and 
.had agreed to a treaty between the visitors from space and mankind, and 
what was included in the so-called document becomes stranger every year as 
new rumors appear. 

"The Chesapeake Connection." Is it connected? 

One wonders if "The Chesapeake Connection," as explained by Robert L. 
Oechsler m the MUFON 1989 International UFO §ymposium Proceeding~, pp.l48-
233, owes anythiilg to BSRA speculations decaaesoefore, tmfortunately any 
attempt to explore such an interesting possibilty is beyond the scope of 
this book. 

April 21st. 

There was UFO activity in Alaska during this period. Q1. the 21st a 
glowmg UFO was reported near Cook Inlet crossing back and forth in the sky 
four t1mes before zooming out of sight. That same night a mysterious glow-
Ing body paced an aircraft. 175. Military officials at Elmendrof AFB told 
the Anchorage Daily News Cook Inlet had been the location of UFO activity 
since early Apn . 176. 

Apnl 23rd. 

There were a number of UFO reports in the Three Lakes area of Hot Sprmgs, 
Arkansas, at this tll'le but one tops them all. 

Huge ball of light IS curious about people. (See newsclipping) 



6 ~u~~ri Report 
nan ~!.Jig~~ 

.Circled House~ 
Followea· Auto! 
T .ao.;r;-sPRINGs, -Ark., April 

.%3 !!JTSix worlanen, who had 
gathered late last night at •1 
nral home near here to nde to1 
inrlc, • told a reporter they 
watc!red a mystenous, gleam-· 
mg ball hover over the bouse. 
for 20 mmutes. 1 

One of the men. Les Reuther-] 
ford, sa1d the ball once dived 
toward h1m, and that he bad 
to duck to avoid being h.tt. 

-u 1 hadn't ducked 1t would 1 
lla.-e h1t me- sure." sa1d I 
Rutherford : ·4.. • : 

Peace makers from the planets? 

77 

The men, aU employes of • 
Revnolds' Metal'Co , aluminum 
plant: sald''the y met. nightly 
at the bouse near the town of 
, Pearcy to nde to work to-1 

gether. ' 
Thev descnbed the wlnte ball' 

of bght as about 10 feet In 
d1ameter They sa1d It ell'cled• 
the house slowly, stoppmg forj' 
a moment at Irregular Inter· 
vals. ' 

One of the wttoesses sa.td thP 
ball followed the men when 
they left 10 a station wagon, 
and drove toward Pearcy • ~ 

"We tned to put a spotlight 
on It, • said one of the men. 
"but every tune 1t would dodge 
the beam." · . · 

The meu agreed that the ball 
suddenly disappeared as they 
reached Pearcy, , · .;.., •• • 

BeSides Reatherford, those 
who saw the obJect were Har-~ 
ley and Fred Skeets. Toni and 
, Dayton Henderson, and' John 
,vauglln. ___ l9 S'l ~ 

The appeal of Bethurum's and Adamski's stories is demonstrated by news 
stor1es that appeared in southern California newspapers at this time. 

When asked what they would do 1f an H-Bomb attack was imminent, people 
replied with these answers: ''Head for the hills," "start praying," "damned 
if I know," and "take about six straight belts of whiskey." Its no wonder 
people were willing to entertain the far-out notion of peace-loving space 
brothers arriving on Earth to help mnakind sort out its problems. (See 
newspaper clippings) 

April 26th. "Lubbock-type lights over Georgia." 
When a V-formation of lights sped passed an aircraft on Apr1l 26th near 

Athens, Georgia, the pilot of the plane made a report to the Air Force. 
BUJE BOOK tenned the report "very relif.ble" which is understandable since 
the man who made the sight1ng was a professor of Air Science and Tactics, 
AF ROTC Detachment 160, the University of Georgia; and a Senior pilot with 
some 4,000 hours of military flying time. (See reproduced report) 

Disc _!lives, "pulled back upward." 

April 26, 1954. Newburyport, Massachusetts. 
According to the local paper, an architect, Russell M. Peirce, reported: 

'"The time of day was between three and four o'clock in the afternoon, 
and the sky was clear overhead. I was standing at the rear of the 
local High School building talking with two friends ••• Suddenly we all 
heard a very loud deep roar as of many motors, which accelerated very 
rap1dly and then faded out JUSt as rap1dly. The direction of the 
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DEPARTMENT OF ,UR SCIENCE lc TACTICS 
.A.r ROTC Detachment 160 
De Ucireraity of Georpa 

.Atb.en•• G.or1ta . . 

. 
·suJUBCra Deport of UnidentUied .F'J.1i.ng Object. 

:ta· compUance with J.Y B.ega.l.ation No. 200-2, 26 .A:agaat 1953, the 
-.l.O'Irlni reeart 1a aubmi ttocls • 

(1) Deeorlptlon ot tbe obj eott 

(2) Descript.i.on of coune of objeot.1 

(a) Witness ;twst. happened to look lip and saw the 
tcrmaticm.. Witness called the attention ot the 
other people on the perch to the t'oraation and they 
thm looked. up and aa 1 t. 

(b) hcing due south the .tormation came in at l20'J l:m 
ani fi71ng due noz:oth. They vera lmd.er the clou.d:J 
which vere 6,000 teet. The !'ormation disa;:r2eared. into 
the night at su o'clock (due north) 
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'Det 116o AF RCYi'C Univ ~! Ga Subj: Report of' Unidenti!ied Flying Object 
Z1 April l9S4 

(c) Facing due south tbe !ormation d:i.3appeared at 
six o• clock f'airl.y high. They just new into 
the night due north. 

(d) They held a straight and lBvel path. 
(e) Jwst new out of' sight. 
( !') Approxiraa tel.y ten seconds. 

(J) Manner of' observat.ionr 

(a) Ground-visual. 
(b) None 
(c) N/A 

(4) Time and date of' eightinga 

(a) 2700JSZ 
(b) lli~t 

(S) ..... Atboma, Georgia 

: ( 6) I den t1.ty1ng Wol'tla t1o1f. of' all -obs81"\"1!1'3: 

(a) 

tb,ns, Ga 
e (15 years) 

Reported reliable, dependable, and a meticul~us observer. 

& ..... 

kful:;;:;;a.;:=, Athens, Ga 
Reliable Mrs.__.. 
Adalt 
~Athens,Ga 
~ed~· .._. 

16 'ears of' alii as I _\thens, Ga 
Con3idered reliable 

2 
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Det llf:IJ A'! ROTC Univ of Ga Subj: report of UnidentH1ed. F1yi.ng Object 
71 April 1954 

~3 Inclso 

(7) See attached repcrt. 

(6) None 

(9) None 

(10) Hone 

(ll) See statemct. Colonel L. a. Daggar attached. 

(12) Professor of Air Science and Tactics, Universit)" of 
Georgia. Sea.ior pilot v.l.tb. ap;;::roxi.Dte]T 4,000 hours 
m1li tar:r f'l11ng time. 

!t b 'l'lf:/ belle!' that mt Ugtrta seen _belav cloud level 
on the night o.f' th1.s observation 'WOUli h:rve required arr:r 
rlrcrat't; end espec:iall;y an:y jet to ba-n been easily 
heard. The Athens area ia normal]J quiet and jets can 
be easilJ' heard ap to )01000 to bO,OOO feet altitude., 

., 
I 

;.{!~~~ 
Strat. Col !Mggar 
St.IQt lk' Cartq 
'tTeather repcrt 

Colonel US&.F • 
"P.ASI!II!! ...,... ~ .. "': 

Copies of tb.is report. .f'\D:"niabedc 
Originala Dir of Intell, Hq 'USAF 

.. ,..,... ~· .. 

Copies 1 Collllhlln.der 1 .l.DC 1 Bot Ail5, Colo 
ColliiUIIlder, Air Tech In tell Ctr 

Wright-Patterson APB, <ldo 
Cvmmander, U ROTC 
Cotlnmde:r, A.U • 

) 

' . 
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DEPARTMENT 0'!' llR. SCIENCE It TACTICS 
.. AF ROTC .I: -!:tachmeDt 160 

The Un!versity o£ Geor1la 
Athen11, Geor11& 

S'l'ATEHER'T 

At the time o! sighting, the Professor o!' 11r Seience and Tactics, 
Uni~m t.r of Georgia, (Reporting OU1cer) vas flT!ng a c-46 between 
Robbins J.1r Foree Base, Georgia, and Doblrl.J:ut Air Force Sue, Georgia. ~ 
Landing at Dobbi.tul AFB at approximate11' 2100 hours. At 20JS hours, 
the time of the reported sighting, I estt.t.e general clouds COYering 
1110st of the area to tbe north and north-.st 1n the clil'ection o~ A tbens, 
Georgia, as well u in the loeal area. I uv no local traffic but 
heard it on Channel B calling Dobbins, a distance of apttf'Ox!.matel.T 6o 
nautical miles we:st of Athens. Vi.sibilitT was CO'IIIparativel.T lov at. 
4,000 to 4,5oo':&. I estimate that ani tr&t't:tc at 6,SSO teet t:1r above 
wuld have been obsoured b;r cloud.s. llo 1l.1ght in t:1r out ot J.theD~t 'AS 
achedul.ad at that time nor is J.tbena CD m:r llirni• 

·~~·· .. r~ a,;/ . 
L. G. IIJOQ&R . 
Colaa.t VSAr 

• PASSI!f 
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In addition to the intormatj_ou cont3ined in the let+...er 
.from Detachment #16o, Al'B.mC, University ot Georgia, dated 27 
April 1954, I voul.d like to add that tbJ.s vas not a m::lrage. 
I -tietual.ly saw tb:Ls formation coming out ot the south going due 
north, travel.ling at a tremeDd.OU'J rate ot IJPE!ed libich I coul.dn' t 
estilllate. 'the aootbness and the SO'Cilldless etrect vas,rer.arkable. 
A tw seconds atter ther Rmlt narth, coll.'!ng directlJ" from tb!t trail 
they bad taken, a white objeet 1dd.ch ap;;>esred to be about the size 
of a baseball went southwest in 'll blut o.f speed. In tact 1 t va.s 
out ot 3:!.,;ht betcre I could call the attention ':l! the other:s to it .. 
! t. went through scattered eloud.s and disappeared into the soa.thwest. 
!t 11183 at a tremeniaus height ard. wu a brll.l.18Dt wbite light. 

. . .. ... - "" 
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sotmd was from the sky and I 1J1.Stinct1vely turned my head and eyes up­
ward. It just happened that the line of my vis1on was such that my 
eyes were almost l.llStantly focused on the object, wh1ch was east, per­
haps a l1ttle to the SE, from where I was standing. It was up high 
overhead, and from the angle at wh1ch I was look1ng up, about 60 de­
grees, w1th the earth, I would say that the object could have been 
out over the ocean as we are in about 4 miles from the coast .•. 
''The object as I first saw it appeared as a flaming r1ng. The color 

was a little on the whitish tone but also had some suggestion of the 
orange-yellow of the common flame of burnlng wood, say. At the lower 
left quadrant of the ring there appeared a small, br1ght disc tangent 
with the ring, same color as the ring. The center of the remainder of 
the ring appeared dark. The object was headed earthward, not quite in 
a direct line toward me, but sort of downward and a little to the 
r1ght. This direct1on was 1ndicated by a short, gray1sh trail upward 
to the left. Then the obJect seemed to waver and 'skid arotmd' for 
just a few seconds, apparently reversing its direction, because it 
next went upward and to the r1ght, disappearing from sight very quick­
ly. 
"As it disappeared the appearance changed from that of a nng and 

internal concentric disc, to a solid s1lvery colored disc •.• The sound 
came and went symonymously w1th the object's appearance and disappear­
ance. The size appeared slightly smaller than a full moon would ap­
pear high 1n the sky •.. The time of observation was short, say twenty 
seconds, but long enough to get a good clear vie\v of what was visible 
••• My daughter heard the roar from inside our home, and three other 
people called me, after see1ng the newspaper art1cle, to tell me they 
had heard the unusual sound from the sky at the Sa!'l.e time I had heard 

~ it ... 
"It appeared as though the object were traveling earthward at a ter­

rific speed, and then as though a tremendous force were applied to 
arrest the earthward direct1on and send the object back upward, and 
consequently it went rapidly out of sight and out of hearing distance 
.•• What the object was, where it came from, and where it went, are all 
a complete mystery to me but the sight1ng was as clear as a picture on 
a wall." 177. 
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April 28th. 
"Huge monster dn ven by an amateur." 
Eas1ly the most incredible story of all to come out of Australia during 

the year was one dated April 28, 1954. 
The story was reported to the Australian Council for Scient1f1c and In­

dustrlal Research by a locomotive engineer, A.E. Smith; and his fireman, 
Colin Beacon. The two railroadmen were members of a train crew manning a 
frieght train that was rolling along uneventually until it reached a point 
about 45 miles west of Geelong at 7:ZO a.~. At that time and place a 
"terrifying experience occurred." 

Engineer Smith leaned out of the cab wmdow and saw a g1gantic round, 
dark blue or black, mass. The thmg was divmg out of a beautifully 
clear sky and was heading d1rectly at the train. Terrified, Smith called 
to Beacon. Fear subsided when the UFO started to slow down, arresting its 
plunge at an increasing rate tmtil the thing became motionless a short dis­
tance away. Now that it was close, both Smith and Beacon studied the vast 
bulk. 

"What was it?" 

The railroadmen could see no openings in the "huge monster" and it was 
so big the trees in the vicinity looked like matchstlcks in comparison. 
After hovenng for awhile, the "monster," which Smith guessed may have been 
as big as 1,300 feet in diameter, suddenly began jerk about in the sky in 
such a manner Smith suggested that an "amateur must have been at the con­
trols." At one point the "monster" approached the train as close as 300 
feet but gradually 1ts maneuvers carried it higher and higher tmtil it 
moved out of sight. Astonished, Smith was convinced he had seen something 
from another planet. 178. 

A quote by Sm1th in the Melbourne Ar~ read: 
"Its size was just colossal. For the four minutes in which we saw 

it over our engine, it partly obscured the sun, but all the time the 
l1ght was clear. I feel definitely that the weird thing was piloted! 
It was not a clearly lined or defined object, for it was somewhat 
covered m a haze--perhaps caused by its speed or design. It was not 
like any a1rcraft I've seen or read about •.. more like something outiD:t 
a dream." 179. 
Word from the Royal .~tralian Air Force Intelligence section was that 

1t ~as interested in investigating the report, accordmg to the ~· 180. 
The "vast bulk" and some speculat10n. 
If "the "monster" story was true, why was the object so big and so dark? 

Ponder one suggested idea: an orbiting space base colored dark so it would 
not be readily noticeable in the blackness of space. 

Back on ~tarch 1,1954, Donald Keyhoe learned some hot news about an offic­
lal attempt to search for tiny natural moons that might be in orbit around 
the Earth. Dr. Lincoln La Paz, director of the New ~texico Instltute of 
Meteor1tes; and Dr. Clyde Tombaugh, were in charge of special telescopic 
eqUlpment that had automat1c tracking cameras, the sky sweep being funded 
by U.S. Armv Ordnance Research. 
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On March 3rd a press report datel1ned Wh1te Sands New Mexico, related 
more about the effort, quoting Dr. Tombaugh who said the orbits of the 
natural moons they were seeking would be near the equator and would give 
off little light, dim streaks amid the stars. 181. 

That afternoon Donald Keyhoe conferred with one of hls sources, a Mr. 
Paul Redell, who told him there had been two visual contacts for a few 
mtnutes w1th some strange orbittng bodies. There were three tracking 
stat1ons, Redell said, one in New Mexico, another in Arizona, and a third 
near Berlin, Germany. Redell also informed Keyhoe that he had "reason to 
believe" that a large body of some sort had left orbit and had dropped 
down to an alt1tude of 60,000 feet over the Atlantic during the last week 
of February. Redell's "reason" was not disclosed. 182. 

"We didn't hear any more about it, did we?" 

Radio newsman Lou Corbin interviewed Capt. Howard T. Orville: USN Ret. , 
head of the President's Weather Control Comm1ssion; onstat1on WFBR some­
tlme in 1954. Corbin questioned Orville about two bodies that were rumor­
ed to be circling the Earth, asking him directly if the bodies were tm­
natural. Orville was evasive, saying that if such was the case it would 
be a matter of military security, but did admit something puzzling was in 
orbit. 

Three years later, on October 24, 1957, Corbin questioned Orville again, 
requesttng an update on the 1954 tmknown satellite mystery. Orville said 
it appeared the military had neglected to keep the public informed. Corbin 
pressed Orville to get him to confess a deliberate cover-up was involved, 
somethtng the Captain-would not do, however, Orville did remark:"But we 
didn't hear any more about it, did we?" 183. 

~ April 29th. 

"Stopped, and then went straight up." 

On April 29th U.S. Army radio personnel standing outs1de the Fort Meade 
Second Army Radio Station, l4aryland; were surprised when a brilliant, 
rotmd, mass approached out of the south-west sky. The heavens were dark 
since it was 11 mintues after ten in the evening but the UFO was plainly 
vis1ble, it being four times the size of any star. 

According to testimony taken from a Corporal Flath and a Private First 
Class Hough, the:" ... light emitted by the object was blinking on and off 
as the object moved across the sky in a straight path." 184. And:"When 
1t got above the Second Army Radio Station it stopped blinking and start­
ed to disappear by going straight up and becoming smaller in size." 185. 

April 30th. Telegram to Eisenhower answered. 

The telegram sent to President Eisenhower by Van Tassel's Flying Saucer 
Convention back on April 4th arrived in Washington D.C. and was referred 
to the Department of the Air Force for a reply which was written by Brig­
adier General Joe W. Kelly. The language in the letter was routine with 
the possible exception of these lines:"Regardless of tndependent action by 
other agencies of the government, the Air Force feels an obilgation to 
conttnue its own investigation." 186. Also:" .•• we are engaging the ser­
Vlces of prominent scient1sts throughout the country on a consultant basis 
and have from time to time submitted reports to leading laboratories for 
further analysis." 187. 
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"The saucers speak?" 

George Adamski's ex-associate, George Hunt Williamson, was enamored with 
electron1cs and tried conventional means in his attempts to "contact saucer 
pilots." With an array of hardware, l'lilhamson eventually claimed contact 
with "an alien that was supposed to have travelled to Earth from the planet 
Uranus." The entity called itself "Affa" and, according to Williamson, im­
parted so much 1nformation via radio it made possible the book The Saucers 
~eak, a volumne that was published in early 1954. 188. -

"Affa," Wilbert Smith, and U.S. Naval Intelligence. 
On Apnl 30, 1954, a Miss Frances Swan, who lived in rual Maine, claim­

ed to have_heard a whistling noise in her ear and then felt compelled to 
write:''WE CCJ.IE WILL HELP KEEP PFACE ON EU 00 NaT BE FRIGHTENED." 189. It 
was the first of many more messages she would receive through "automatic 
handwriting" from an "Affa of Uranus." The evident use of Williamson's 
spaceman as to name and origin and the fact that her subsequent communi­
cations with "Affa" contained many contradictions, make Miss Swan's "ex­
traterrestrial experience" hard to believe to say the least(If that does 
not convince you, "Affa" said the world would end in 1956 and that Uranus 
was like the planet Earth!), yet the fact is such claims did not prevent 
the woman's story from becoming a subject of interest to Canadian scien­
tist Wilber Smith(and his undoing) and U.S. Naval Intelligence in the com­
ing months. 

Adamski gets cold feet? 

In New York the brand new private UFO group, Civilian Saucer Intelli­
gence, was eager to learn as much as 1t could about the UFO mystery and 
was ca~t1ng about for any speaker ava1lable. George Adamski was in the 
ne\vS at the time so the Californian was considered. The difference be­
tween "contactees" and "contact stories" had not yet been defined in 
these early days of UFO history, but CSI's experience with Adamski was a 
start. 

In April 1954 Adamski was asked to adress CSI for a small fee. Adamski 
was agreeable so the contactee's publisher, the Brit1sh Book Center, made 
arrangements since it seemed to be a good opportun1ty to plug B:Ying Sau­
cers Have Landed. 
---rhe-day~e planned lecture, however, Adamski tried to back out, 
offering the excuse that he had to return to the West Coast immediately 
so he could "discuss with the space brothers the problems of the EartlL' s 
atmosphere since mankind ins1sted on polluting the air by conducting 
atomic tests." CSI officer Ted Bloecher doubted the so-called "space -
brothers" had anything to do with the cancellation since he received the 
1mpression Adamski merely got cold feet when it became apparent the talk 
would b~ given to an organization with a high caliber membership, one 
which would insist on asking some tough questions. , 

It didn't take long before CSI understood individuals like Adamski, 
persons that gave lecturs, wrote books, and tried in various ways to ex­
plolt their non-tramatic experiences with human-like beings who passed on 
benevolent messages. In time CSI, and the rest of the rational UFO com­
munlty, would come to know about a another type of contact story,terrify­
ing, confusing, perplexing encounters with small humanoids. This latter 
type of contact investigators would f1nd very disturbing. 190. 
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James ~lose ley. 

Another one of those curious Americans who were following the course of the 
UFO mystery was a James ~lose ley of Fort Lee, New Jersey. Like most UFO pio­
neers, ~seley's 1nterest in the subJect grew out of correspondence with other 
people who shared his fasmatlon. Over the months and years MJseley accum­
ulated a small library of UFO Information, but to his annoyance, no answers. 

In April 1954 ~loseley received a letter from a fellow who expressed his be­
lief the Air Force was keeping a captured flying saucer under guard at Wright­
Patterson AFB, Dayton, Ohio, a claim that did not arouse any special enthus­
iasm in ~-lose ley who had heard such things before, but the letter referred to 
an Army WAC who could vouch for the existence of the space ship and also for 
the fact that Wright Field had been put on attack alert for a couple of weeks 
in the Fall of 1952 because of the alien wreckage. According to the WOJI13Jl, the 
captive saucer contained a beeping device the military feared was a distress 
signal. As for details of the saucer's crash, the NAC adml tted she knew very 
little but she believed the ship spun out of control near Columbus, Ohio, where 
the strange mach1ne and Its crew of six "little men"(all dead)were recovered 
and hauled to Wright Field. -

Since such rumors had always turned out to be unsubstantiated yarns, Moseley 
placed the letter W1th its sensational clal11lS in his "crash file" to be checked 
at a later date. 191. 

May. 

In May James ~loseley became aware he would be making a stopover m the 
hometown of the correspondent that had written h1m about the captured saucer 
at Wright Field. Moseley hadn't planned It but since the opportunity pre­
sented itself, whv not give the man a call? After a phone conversation with 
his informant, ~seley had doubts the story was just something appropriated 
from Frank Scully writings. The inforMation was not a second hand account. 
The informant had a tape recording by the WAC and knew her naMe. This put 
Moseley on the track of obtaining some possible concrete evidence Locatmg 
the woman took time and a lot of detective work. The search took until August 
before the woman could be tracked down and questioned. 192. 

Ruppelt's article in True. 

Sometime 1n the Fall of 1953 Edward Ruppelt approached Donald Keyhoe about 
writing a UFO book that would detail his tenure as chief of BUJE BOOK. To 
allay Keyhoe 's suspicions, Ruppelt prOl'lised he "would not follow the Air 
Force policy line," wri t1ng only the truth as he knew it. He gave assurances 
that on no other condition would he consider such an effort. 193. 

Working quickly, Ruppelt managed to produce an extensive essay that was 
published in the r.lay, 1954, issue of True, the same magazine that had made 
Keyhoe famous. The feature: ''What Qrr ""'AI'r Force CUt About Flying Saucers," 
foreshadowed the 315 page hardback published in 1~56 by Doubleday:The Re­
port on Unidentified f!y~ 9£.j ects. - -
1n a way, RiJPPeit Is writings are in response to Keyhoe Is. The maln 

thrust of Ruppelt's UFO story is the question:'"''/hat constitutes proof?" 
l·lay 1st. 
"Interceptors are commg in With live anmurution." 
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Glowing yellow round objects circled in the air over Port Townsend, Washing­
ton. Sheriff Peter J. Naughton watched the objects as they swept through the 
sky in an echelon formation. Concerned, the sheriff placed a call to nearby 
Payne Air Force Base outside Tacoma. The officials at the airbase took the 
lawman's call and later called back,asking the sheriff to notify the local 
airfield. The Air Force wanted "all planes at Port Townsend to be grounded 
because nulitary interceptors were coming in With live anummition." 194. 

May 4th. 
A speeding orange-red object was sighted by three policemen at Camfield, 

Ohio. 195. 

May 5th. 
V-formation over Minneapolis, Minnesota: 

"On its 11 p.m. broadcast, station KSTP said a group of astronomy 
students who were watching the stars from the roof of the physics build­
ing at the University of Minnesota reported seeing a V-formation of ob­
Jects fly over shortly after 9:30p.m. Theywere described as small, 
round and white and shone with a clear, steady light. They travelled 
from horizon to horizon much faster than a jet plane and made no sound. 
196. 

May 6th. 
V-formation over Heppner, Oregon. 
A V-formation of round and slightly domed objects-crossed over Heppner, Ore­

gon at noon May 6th. It was estimated the objects were travelling in excess 
of 1,000 miles per hour. Accordung to the witness,Albert Lovegren, the ob­
Jects oscillated a bit as they moved through the air and were an estimated 100 
feet in diameter. 197. 

Sweden. May 7th. 
A story reminiscent of the 1946 ghost rocket wave turned up in a Stock­

holm newspaper: 
"In the near future, an investigation will be made to determine 

whether a flying object which landed in a field near Spjellerup about 
six months ago is a meteor, a shell, or some part of a 'flying sau­
cer.' The obJect made a hole in the field about 3.5 meters deep and 
25 centimeters in diameter and passed through a thick stratum of 
flint. The owner of the land pushed a long iron rod into the hole 
and determined that the object at the bottom is metallic. It is 
said that at the time the object descended to Earth, there were 
quite a number of unidentified flying objects over the area. Excav­
ation of the object will be performed with assistance from the mili­
tary." 198. 

Stringfield offers his help. 
The debut of the new UFO group started by Leonard Stringfield came at the 

right time. UFO reports were on the upswing. There was even some suspicious 
activity In his own backyard. Stringfield carefully logged the data and then 
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forwarded it the Alr Force, offering to aid the military in their effort to 
understand the phenomena. The night of ~my 5th was of special interest as 
can be seen by Stringfield's letter. The chief of CRIFO also forwarded a 
newsclipping concerning the Wednesday ni~ht exc~tement cut from the ~­
cinnati Post. As can be seen by Stnngfield' s inked remarks, nev;spa:per 
accounts-otfen have the facts wrong. (See clipping) 

May 9th. "Possible meteor sighting." (See BLUE BOOK record card) .199 
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May lOth. 

"Unconventional type aucraft flying in V-fonnation." 
A teletype report from Robins Field, Georgia, informed Washington of a 

trio of obJects that passed over Atlanta the morning of the lOth: 

"SHAPE: Round; flying m honzontal position in relation to earth. 
SIZE: Estimated 20' diameter; thick in center, tapering to thin-

ner edge. 
COLOR: Shiny appearance. 
FORMATION: Three objects, flymg in a V-fonnation. 
AEROIJYNAl.IT C FEA 1URES: None recogniZed • 
VAPOR TRAIL OR EXHAUST TRAIL. None. 
PROPULSION SYSTIM: Unknown. 
SPFliD· Estimated 500-600 MPH. 
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SOUND: None. 
~: None; s~raight flight. 
~~ OF DISAPPEARANCE: Flew out of vis1on. 
TINE OF OBSERVATION: 1030 hours. 
FQUIPt-IENI' USED IN SIOOING: None. 
LOCATION OF OBJECI'S: Latitude 33' - 51"; Lonptude 85' - 33" 
DIRECTION OF TRAVEL OF OBJECTS: Viewer observed objects traveling from 
approx1mately 45 degree angle from perpendicular extended above view­
er. Sun pos1tion to right and rear of viewer. 

WEATHER: Bright, clear day; small wind. 
AIR TRAFFIC: Cargo type aircraft taking off in a NW direction passed 
under objects as they passed over Atlanta Mlmicipal Air port." 200. 

"Low, hovering objects over Sweden." 
According to American newscaster Frank Edwards, Swedish military,authorit­

ies had been inundated with reports from cit1zens living in countryside con­
cerning unidentified glowing bodies maneuver1ng low over forest areas during 
the week of May lOth. A few s1ghtings made by military observers indicated 
that aircraft were not responsible, so the General Staff in Stockholm order­
ed the creat1on of special search detachments and had them sent to the north­
ern part of the country where the strange manifestations were the most fre­
quent. 201. 

May 11th. Bethurum speaks to a 1,000 people. (See newsclipping) 

May 12th. UFO over BWE BOOK? 
Dayton, Ohio, home to ATIC and project BUJE BOOK, was the location of a 

UFO sighting on May 12th. 
It seems a Mr. and Mrs. McDonald; a Mr. and t-1rs. Wildenhaus; an Andrew 

Coleman; and a High School teacher by the name of Miss Mildred Crage; all 
noticed a red-colored object high in the sky at sundown that they_compared 
to a "dinner plate on edge." The UFO was under surveillance for approXJ.­
mately l.t of an hour, after which it tipped at an angle, changed shape, and 
then sped away trailing flame. 202. 

UFO fragment? 
A vague report of "30ft long UFOs" passing over Shepparton, Victoria, 

Australia, on May 12th became more than a m1nor matter when word was cir­
culated that the civilian UFO group, the amalgamated Australian Flying 
Saucer Club/Bureau, had come into possession of a piece of one of the 
mysterious objects. The Australian group's spokesman, Edgar Jarrold, who 
had worked closely with the eccentric American Al Bender,wrote his col­
leagues in England that having a portion of the "strange material" had 
generated the organizat10n's:" ..• worst flood of hysteria! mail so far." 
203. Jarrold prom1sed that the,material would be submitted for analys1s to 
determine its composition, and that he would make known the results in about 
three weeks, !'lOre or less. UF01og1st Gray Barker 1n the U.S. was one of 
those people who waited impatiently for the test results, but much to his 
disappointment no further word was heard about the so-called saucer frag­
ment. Jarrold's creditability began a dechne and eventually he faded from 
the UFO scene much the same way as his buddy Al Bender. 204. 
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UFOs over Washmgton D.C. 

Three U.S. ~r Force Air Policemen: A/lC Mason W. Augst, A/lC George F. 
Wright, and A/lC Elmer A. Gruver; were standing guard next to a hanger at 
Washington Nau.onal ~rport, Washington D.C. the morning of May 12th. 

At 4:45a.m. the forernent1oned a1rpolicernen observed a forrnat1on of two 
UFOs fly over the Cap1tal, and at 05:15 a.m. another sighting of two UFOs 
was made by the military men. Finally, at 0610 a.m. two UFOs were seen mak­
ing a th1rd pass. BLUE BCXJK records are not clear but it is assHrned each 
pass over the c1 ty was the same as to the object's appearance, course, and 
maneuvers. 

The records state that the UFOs were a glowing white color, seemingly 
the "sue of a street light about one foot m diaJ'lleter.' 205. The two UFOs 
would first appear just above the horizon to the northeast of Washmgton 
D.C., approaching in a straight line, and when over the city they made a 
90 degree turn, moving out of sight toward the south, slowly gettmg smaller 
as they flew away. Each pass took approximately 45 seconds. 206. 

"Huge 'Mother Ship' high over Washington?" 

Just before noon on !-lay 13, 1954 an experimental radar at Washington de­
tected a huge target 15 miles high above the Capital. The giant was moving 
in a rectangular pattern at a speed of approximately 200 mph. The thing, 
what ever it was, was an estimated 250 feet in diameter. 

The huge UFO slowly drifted out of range over a period of three hours. 
Newman Frank Edwards who lived and worked in Washmgton D.C. learned of 

the fantastic radar f~ a personal friend who was an electronic expert 
and was involved in the pick-up and tracking of the incredible target. 207. 

Encounter over the Pacific. 

A message in BLUE BOOK files reads: 

"1-Q PACD, HATS, APO 953, c/o PM, IR-117-54 
San Francisco, California. 

"Source: Aircraft Commander - Captam D.B. Mautner, AO 662073 
--- 32nd A. T .S., "X:Chord Air Force Base, Washington 

"Scient1fic Intelligence: 

1. At 13/0220 HST, Pearl fi.arbor Rescue received an unidentified 
flying object report from a C-124,_Aircraft #1030, Trip #528, enroute 
from Hickam Air Force Base to Travis Air Force Base. Actual time de­
parture from Hickam 13/0645Z, estimated time arrival Trav1s 13/1716Z. 

2. ~~essage received as follows.: 'At 13/1045Z, position 26 degrees 
5'N-146 degrees 12'W object was sighted. Bright light moving left 
parallel with aircraft. Aircraft lights were blinked at object. Re­
ported object signaled back to aircraft. After 5 rnintues object moved 
away to NE at very rapid speed climbing at this time. Weather was 3/8 
CU tops 6000, clear above.' 

3. Duty Officer, Pearl Rescue, advised CINCPAC and CINCPAC passed 
inforrnat1on to Hickam AFB. Hickam sent following wire to Travis AFB: 
'Request Trav1s TOC notify Intelligence to debrief crew on Aircraft 
#1030 on object sighted and subrn1t appropriate report.' 

''•\ 
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"Colm!ent: As far as can be detennmed by the preparing officer, no other 
fr1endly aircraft were l11 the area at the time of the s1ght1ng. It 1s 
assumed that the Intelligence sect1on at Trav1s ~r Force Base will 
subm1 t full report to the proper authon t 1es." 208. 

May 13th. Swedish activity. 

The American CIA reported: 
"On the morn1ng of May 13, 1954, three persons in three different 

areas of Norrbotten Province, Sweden, observed a 'brilliant, silver 
colored sphere w1th a tall.' It was reported from Hammerfest, Nor­
way, that on the same day three br1ght objects passed over Kautoke­
ino (in northern Norway) at a geart speed. They flew l11 a V-format­
ion and disappeared towards the southwest. A deputy constable who 
had observed them with binoculars stated that they flew so high that 
he could not ascerta1n the1r shape but that they were not ordinary 
aircraft. He added that they seemed to be red on one s1de and white 
on the other and appeared to be rotating." 209. 

May 13th. UFOs over northern Norway. 
A Danish newspaper printed: 

"Oslo, 14 May --Luftkommando Nord (Air Command North) has received a 
number of reports that indicate that the flying objects observed over 
Firuunark Province, Nonvay, at 1210 hours on 13 May were not convent­
ional aircraft or meteorological balloons. Sheriff Oskal of Kautoke­
ino, three of his deputies, and two clerks observed the three objects 
through bl11q_culars for 4-5 mintues. Oskal described them as flying in 
formation at an altitude of about 2,000 meters, being triangular in 
shape [ V-formation?l reddish brown on the underside and shiny on the 
upper, and movmg W1 th a rotary motion. They left no smoke. The 
weather was clear and visibility perfect. 210. 

Hay 14th. Silver "dinner plates" over England. 
BillE BOOK's suggested explanation for next case is: "Description indic­

ates balloon. Flight and maneuvers, as well as radar pickup w1thin upper 
an balloon capabilities." 211. The UFO buff, however, would probably find 
"fly1ng saucer" a better answer. The reader can judge for himself. 

The sighting took place on May 14, 1954 at 3:40 in the afternoon near 
Norfolk, England. The weather was clear. BUJE BOOK records state: 

I 'stl'-MARY: 

Formation led by Captain Scott vectored to unidentified object 
by G.C.I. Estimate object round, diameter approximately size of 
dinner plate held at ann's length, altitude 50,000 to 60,000 ft. 
Object made a 180 degree turn and disappeared. Rapidity of change 
of direct1on at that altitude and apparent speed led observer to 
cons1der the maneuver improbable for conventional aircraft. 
"EVAWATION OF SOORCE: 

Captain Scott is an experienced pilot and flight commander with 
300 hours flying time of 'Which over 1100 hours is jet time. Con-
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sider h1s observat1ons ver reliable. Lt's Eckes and Clardy, both 
wLOgmen, d1d not have the obJect in sight for more than 30 seconds 
and made no concrete 1dent1ficat1on except1ng the fact that there 
was no resemblance to convent1onal a1rcraft. 

"CCJ-NENTS OF PREPARING OFFICER: 
Interview of radar operator revealed noth1ng conclus1ve except­

ing est1mated airspeed of object (240 kts. Airspeed) and fact that 
1t was cl1mbing out of radar scope above 50,000 ft. Other aircraft 
1n area at 35,000 to 40,000 ft were RAF ~1eteors and seven F-86's. 
None were 1n visual range of observers at 1540Z. Observation source 
considered reliable. No explanat1on of the possible cause of the 
sight1ng." 212. 
With Stmllller approaching UFO reports l<~ere showing up in Sweden, Finland, 

England, and Germany, in keeping Wlth the pattern of previous flap years. 
But 1n North America there was no increase in Canadian reports that had 
preceeded the big Amer1can flaps in earl1er years even though Canadian pro­
ject MAGNET offic1als urged citizens to be especially alert to possible 
strange sky phenomena. 

They changed their color to orange and flew away. 
Some s1x miles west of Dallas, Texas, on May 14th,a flight of Marine Corps 

jet fighters,with a Maj. Charles Scarborough in CO!l111and, encotmtered a group 
of glow1ng white objects. 

Perhaps encountered is not quite correct s1nce the UFOs were three miles 
away, directly ahead and above. Contact was visual. There were 16 UFOs fly-
1llg 1n four groups of four. 
.• ~mjor Scarborough also not1ced what he Identified as a conventional air­

craft high above the UFOs, so high it was leaving a contra1l. The ~ajor 
was able to raise the high-flying aircraft on radio and learned that the 
plane generating the vapor stream was piloted by a capt. Ray Jorgenson who 
was cruislng at 42,000 feet. The UFOs were at 32,000 feet and thus be­
tween Jorgenson and Scarborough so the two pilots attempted to close.on the 
mystenous objects from two directions. The UFOs, however, responded to 
the challenge by changing their color to orange and then speeding away to 
the north. 213. 

Keyhoe reveals the Tabott sighting, orbiting satellites, Canadian alert. 
(See newsclippings taken from Truman BethuruM's personal scrapbook. Note 
that Bethurum also collected 1tems on the nuclear arms race) 

Ruppelt writes Keyhoe. 
Edward Ruppelt wrote a short letter to Donald Keyhoe on ~my 15th that 

refers to the Talbott sighting. Ruppelt mentions he sent Keyhoe a "tip" 
about the 1ncident but on his end th1ngs seemed to have "pooped out , " what­
ever that meant. Other than that, the ex-BUJE BOOK chief thanked Keyhoe 
for h1s favorable comments on the recent True art1cle, while noting that 
among the ''lunat1c fnnge" the response was anything but favorable. Ruppelt 
shows his almost VIsceral dislike of the far-out UFO personalities by writ­
ing such people "live under a rock." 

The letter had a "P .S." to it. This little addit10n to the missive has 
Ruppelt agree1ng with Keyhoe's prediction that a big Stmlll\er UFO flap was in 
the works, that:"Things were stacking up exactly the way they did 1t 19SZ." 
214. 



,\ 
97 

Cl1ppings from Bethurum's personal scrapbook. 
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More from Europe. 
On May 15th the new UFO wave hit Germany. The German newspaper Der 

Kurrier conrnented: ' 

''o/ster1ous appearances in the sky over Berlin are at present engag­
ing the attent1on of the Air Technical sect1ons of the occupation 
powers. For several weeks, unident1fied objects have been seen fly­
mg at great height over the four sector city on nearly all cloudless 
nights. Their maneuvers and lightning changes of cpurse at tremendous 
speed are so mysterious that experts think it impossible that these 
flying celestial bodies are piloted by any human agency. 
"A German expert has also voiced an opinion. Rudolf Hennes, one of 

the few Geman flying saucer experts, who works in the Templehof air 
traffic control and who was for ten years employed in the same cap­
ac1ty by the Lufthansa, said:'There is no doubt that these appearances 
are ident1cal with the flying objects known as flying saucers.' 
"In his office on the airfield, Rudolf Hennes records all observa­

tions l'lade over Berlm. His file already holds about 300 eyewitness 
reports. The observations were made by various witnesses in different 
parts of the city at the same t1me, so that an hallucination is scarce­
ly likely. 
"The story of the mysterious flymg objects over Berlin began on May 

15th this year. About 22:15 hrs that day, Wolfgang Kobski and Rudi 
Fibich, two amateur astronomers , observed three round luminous bodies 
flymg at great height on a zig-zag course. They declared that what 
they had seen could certainly not have been meteors, stars or an 
hallucination. In the folloW1ng weeks, responsible witnesses made 
similar observations. All reports agree that the observers saw the 
objects between 22 and 23 hrs - for three to ten minutes, and in all 
cases three luminous discs were seen in formation, flying jerkily on 
a zig-zag course. 
·~or some time English and American officers have been visiting all 

Berliners claiming to have seen 'flying saucers,' taking statements 
on their observat10ns, The American authorities have drawn up a 
questionnaire which is sent to all persons who think they have seen 
Unidentified Flying Objects. 
"Amencan techn1cians have also stated installing another radar ap­

paratus on the airfield, as the present apparatus is fully occupied 
W1th traffic in the air corridors." 215. 

"The best brains in the country are workmg on the UFO problem." 
Speaking at an Armed Forces Day dinner at Amaril~o AFB, Amarillo, Texas, 

May 15th; the Chief of Staff of the U.S. Air Force, Gener.al Nathan Twinmg, 
made a digression from his speech to say something about UFOs. As prmted 
by the newspapers, the story went: 

"Gen. Nathan F. Twining the Air Force Qlief of Staff, said today that 
the Air Force has the best brains in the country workmg on the flying 
saucer problem. 
"Twinmg said that about 90 per cent of reports of flying saucers are 

pure 1maginat1on. But the Air Force can't explam the other 10 per 
cent. 
"'We just don't know about that 10 per cent,' he said. 'If they are 

from Mars and there 1s a people and a world that are far ahead of us, 
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I don't thlnk we have even to worry about it.' * 
'"So far, ' he said,' no facts have been uncovered to show that there 

1s anything to flying saucers. But,' he said,'some very reliable per­
sons have reported flying objects that can't be ident1fied.' 
'"1\'e are certainly working on the problem and are not discounting all 

these reports, ' he said." 216. 

Keyhoe checks on Twining's talk. 

The hint dropped by General Twim.ng ignited Keyhoe' s :im.agination. The 
Air Force had insisted all along its UFO investigative effort was a small­
scale, but now Keyhoe's suspicions about a secret. large-scale effort, 
which included c1vilian scientific consultants, appeared confirmed. 

Keyhoe phoned the Air Force PIO at the Pentagon, A Capt. White, hoping 
that some of what General 1\vining sa1d could be amplif1ed, but spokesman 
White refused to cormnent and cautioned Keyhoe about "the reliability of 
the press serv1ces." Twining's off1ce, when contacted directly, likeWlse 
had nothing to say. 217. 

CRIFO gets a big boost. 

Besides helping Keyhoe, newscaster Frank Edwards saw an opportunity to 
assist a ne'" c1vilian organization, Leonard Stringfield's OOFO. 

When the first issue of the CRIFO bulletin arrived in the mail, Edwards 
went on the a1r that eveningOMay 18,1954) and urged his listeners to sub­
scribe to the little Ohio publication. Since the MllTUAL radio program had 
an audience of 10,000,000 one can guess the result. Stringfield later 
wrote: "I ate mv dinner at the telephone and entertained guests while I 
typed. Bookkeeping nearly replaced romance, and my only rest was in the 
sanctum of the bathroom." 218. 

MObilizing his entire family and a few friends, Stringfield processed 
his UFO mail that contained: 

"Letters from enthusiats everywhere in the world, ranging from re­
tired Generals, pilots, engineers, newspapermen, doctors, and lawyers, 
busmessmen, members of a nudist colony, a woman who had seen an 'uni­
dentlfied man' ---and one lost soul who, enclosing a dollar, left only 
one ret1.m1 address, the moon." 219. 

Even the newsmedia made inquiries. Radio stations and newspapers all 
over the nat10n contacted CRIFO for the latest "saucer news." 

Mter an initial surge of some 6, 000 letters, public interest leveled 
off at about 100 missives daily, of which Stringfield could find time to 
reply te only 25. 220. 

* 1\vinmg gave no reason why an advanced race of aliens would automatical­
ly be nothmg to "worry about." How could one just assume such beings 
would not be mimi cal to mankind? 
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Three UFOs in fo1111ation zoomed over Vienna, Austria, May 15th. Five 
persons were witnesses. 221 • . 

On r~y 17th, accord1ng to local citizens, in the sky above Joliet, 
Illino1s, a silvery object performed manewers. The city paper head­
lined:"SAUCER PAYS A VISIT." 222. 

On Nay 16th a "white sausage" was seen over Currumbin, Queensland, 
Australia. It was viewed for three mintues before it disappeared. 223. 

An uneasy exper1ence for Donald Keyhoe. 

Monday, May 17th, Keyhoe took a plane to New York to give a talk to a 
church group. He felt uneasy descussing the UFO subject, but during the 
talk he not1ced no serious concern among the members of the audience about 
theological issues that his assertions raised. There was, however, a quest­
ion about those who claimed "contact with spacemen." 

Keyhoe and contactees. 

One can understand Keyhoe's disgust with the contactees because for a 
long time he fought for a serious dialoge on the UFO subject and had met 
Wlth some success, but now he fotmd himself sharing the stage with the likes 
of Adamski. Angry, Keyhoe lashed out, denouncing "certain incredible stor­
ies" as "delusions, hoaxes, or stupid practical jokes." 

Later, in private, Keyhoe expressed his feelings to his fnend John Du 
Barry, an early(l949) UFO investigator for True magazine. 

Both men were willing to accept the possi'6iiity of "contacts," but recent 
claims of that sort they felt were no more than cheap fabrications. Du Barry 
told Keyhoe that what really got his goat was that so many otherwise intel1-
lgent people tended to believe wild yarns. Keyhoe knew that only too well. 
Back in February when he addressed a banquet being held for the medical staff 
of Waterbury Hospital, a psych1atrist gave his professional opL~ion on the 
matter, saying that stories about kindly bemgs from wonderful worlds that 
led perfect lives was a h~ghly appealing concept that offered an escape from 
the r-eality of taxes, hard work, illness, the Russians, the H-Bomb, etc. 224. 

"Affa" urges ~Irs. Swan to contact authorities. 

In New England the woman named Frances Swan continued to claim messages 
from an entity called "Affa." "Transmissions" were being received by Mrs. 
Swan during the first part of Hay, and by this time "associates" of "Affa" 
were also now brothering the woman. Beings that were suppose to represent 
the .''Univeral Association of Planets," with names like "Alomar of Mercury," 
"Ankar of Centtn"as," and "Ponnar of Pluto," were bugging ~s. Swan around the 
clock, announcing their presence by causing a painful ring1ng in the woman's 
ear. The female contactee complained the entities knew her thoughts and 
feelings, and struggled to gain control of her mind.* . 

Speaking through automatic handwriting, on May 18th "Affa" ur<;e9- ~s. 
Swan to write the authorities, informing them he and the others al1ens from 

* There is a possibility this experience was a class1c example of demonic 
activity as described in religious literature. 
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the Planetary association were friendly and wanted to ~ke official contact. 
The "bemg from Uranus" suggested the U.S. Navy would be a good intermediary 
s1nce that service had short range radio sets which could tune into the fre­
quency used by "Affa" and his pals. 

Up to this point, the so-called "contact with entit1.es" was just the pro­
blem of an obscure housewife living in rural Maine, possibly the work of the 
Devil, a hoax, or just an example of a mental disorder. What made this case 
history of a contactee memorable was the fact that a Mrs. Helen Knowles lived 
next door to Mrs. Sawn. Mrs. Knowles was married to Rear Admiral H.B. Know­
les, USN (Ret.) Aware of Admiral Knowles,Mrs. Swan found herself asking her 
neighbors for help. The Knowles were skeptical of course when 1'-frs. Swan de­
tailed her contact with extraterrestrials, but were intriqued when they were 
told "Affa" would "appear in person" on ~1ay 26! 225. 

May 19th. Bay St. Louis, Mississippi. 

A fisherman spotted three reddish-yellow objects in the sky on the 19th. 
TWo of the objects appeared to be 6-8 feet apart and the third obJect ap­
peared to be 16-20 feet frOm the first two. The man's story as it is re­
corded in BLUE BOOK files follows: 

''1-fr. ( ... deleted) stated that at approximately 2030 hours 19 ~1ay 1954, 
he went out to the pier to check the water and sky and noticed two ob­
jects reflected in the water; that the two objects appeared to be sim­
ilar to a light from the objects shining down on the water; that he 
followed these rays up from the water tmtil he saw the objects in the 
sky; that he then noticed a third object in the sky which was consider­
able distance away from the other two; that he observed these objects 
for approximately forty•five mintues; that he would estimate the ob­
jects were approximately 30 degrees above the horizon and were in a 
northeasterly direction from the point of observation; that the three 
objects moved in an up and down and side to side pattern but did not 
seem to have any regular pattern nor did the objects move in tmison; 
that the objects seemed to fade away in a northeast direction as if 
they were going away from the observer tmtil they finally disappeared; 
that he could not estimate the altitude or distance of the objects ex­
cept they appeared to be a great distance from him. Mr.( ••• deleted) 
stated that the sky was clear and visibility was unrestricted." 226. 

''Huge circular flying machine." 

Hampshire/Somerset, England. 

A Miss Doreen Heffer lived in the vtllage of Shobley which is near Ring­
wood. The view from her home looks out over a forest. About 11:00 p.m. on 
May 19th Miss Heffer was awaken from a sotmd sleep by a bright orange light 
lit up-her bedroom, the glare so intense she compared it to setting stm. 
Peering out the window, Miss Heffer saw a huge, brilliant, orange ball drop­
ing down out of the sky. The ''ball" stopped when it reached the treetops 
and then moved away, a low-flying, flame-colored object that seemed to be 
following the Southampton to Bruton, Somerset road. 227. 

Three hours later, 2 a.m, May 20th, a Nigel Frapple, of Bruton,Somerset, 
was cycling home in the darkness when he was attracted to a terrific orange 
colored light about 20 feet in the air and some 90 feet from the road. The 
light was coming from an object Frapple estimated was SO feet in diameter. 
Dismountmg his bike, Frapple approached the object and hid in a hedgerow so 
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he could spy on the strange machine. The thmg was some sort of domed craft 
topped by a revolvmg 1-ight. A smaller light was seen tmderneath the base 
of the dome. 

After f1ve mintues the object zoomed away, making only a sl1ght swishing 
sound as 1t passed out of sight. 228. 229. 
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Dravi!lg by Nigel Fra~;:le shoving the ob;eet 
he dese::oi~ed to !I.F'.S.B. 1mrostigators. 

Bethurum wows them m Detroit. (See newsclipping) 

Daybreak on May 24th. Eastern Taranaki, New Zealand. (See newsclipping) 

May 26th. Would "Affa" appear? 

Skeptical but willing to humor their neighbor Mrs. Sw~ Admiral Knowles 
and his w1fe went next door on May 26th to witness the predicted materiali­
zation of the "space being Affa" at 1:12 p.m. The Admiral took along his 
notebook. 

At 1:12 p.m. nothing happened and Mrs. Swan became indignant,but at 1:25 
the woman began to receive a message through automatic writing. "Affa" 
refused to take on matenal form but was quite willing to answer any quest­
lens Adnural Knowles wanted to ask. The Admiral played along, asking how 
far out the satellite base was orbiting, the kind of landing field saucers 
needed, and what if any landing quarantees were required. 

The Adm1ral received answers(which were impossible to confirm immediate­
ly) but was more impressed by how the information was being transmitted. 
The Admual scribbled:"The answers carne through without hesitation, any ap­
parent premeditation or confusion, on her part. ·She wrote swiftly and 
smoothly m a peculiar hand." 230. Besides that, "Affa" infonned the Ad­
mlral Navy Intelligence could contact space visitors eas1ly by using Radio 
Band ON-306 and sending out the message:'~14 M4 A F fA." With exact in­
tructlons like that, what did the Adm1ral have to lose compared with what 
he m1ght gam with so little effort? The retired officer thought it worth 
a try. At this point our story becomes more than a kind of joke. 

May 27th. Admiral Knowles contacts the Pentagon. 

The next day Admiral Knowles hurriedly penned a letter to Rear Admiral 
C.F. Espe, Chief of Naval Intelligence m Washington D.C. In the letter 
Admiral Knowles protrayed Mrs. Swan in a favorable light:"average educatlon, 
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perhaps better than average intelligence, and deeply religious." At the 
same ti.!'le, the Adnural.wrote that:" ... he did not believe that she has the 
knowledge or ability to manufacture ... the fantastic story.~ 231. And then 
the Admiral added what had impressed him the most:"She has the appearance of 
one being impelled into doing something over which she has little control." 
232. 

After that Introduction, Knowles recommended Navy Intelligence attempt 
radio contact with the aliens utilizing the band and code designated by 
"Affa." 233. 

Would AdP!.iral Espe buy all this? Well, its very doubtful if the "Affa" 
story would be favorably received at Naval Intelligence if Espe could have 
learned about the messages transmitted on May 28th. Among other things, 
"Affa" communicated to Mrs. Swan that the terrain of the planet Uranus was 
"exactly like the Earth," that the inhabitants and ani.!'lals thereof were sim­
ilar, and even the government system and how people dressed were similar, 
adding:"Yes, we even have roadside eating places." 234. 

Anyone who had taken astronomy 101 would know Utanus is a huge ball of 
methane gas with a temperature hundreds of degrees below zero. 

May 27th. UFOs over Rogersville, Tennessee. 

BLUE BOOK records state: 

"On 28 May 1954, ltr( ••• deleted)Personnel and Administration Section, 
Division of Reservoir Properties, Tennessee Valley Authority, reported 
by telephone that three TVA employees at the construction site of the 
John Sevier Steam Plant, Rogersville, Tennessee, had observed tmident-

, ified flytng objects at approximately 0900 hour~. 27 May 1954." 235. 

The weather was clear, dry, and with no cloud cover. The principle wit­
ness reported: 

"( ••. deleted) said that he was standing in a 37-foot excavation and 
was preparing to signal a crane operator to lift an tmusually heavy 
load of structural steel. He made a v1sual inspection to detemine 
if the load was aligned with the tip of the 220 foot boom of the 
crane, and at this time, observed a bright, luminous object about the 
size of a baseball. He said his angle of view was about 15 degrees 
to the west, and he estimated the altitude of the object as over 
20,000 feet( ... deleted)called to( .•• deleted) and all three observed 
the object for about one mintue. ( ••• deleted) described the object 
as pure white, about the size of a full moon;( .•• deleted) described 
it as aluminum-colored, about the size of a basketball. The object 
apparently remained motionless tmtil another object of similar des­
cription passed very rapidly from north to south, through the obser­
ver's line of Sight, at approximately the same altitude. ( ... deleted) 
did not see the second object. When this occurred, the first object 
moved at high speed to the west without any apparent acceleration. 
Both objects then faded from sight within three or £our seconds." 236. 

Subversives? 

At least one l"'ember of the audience was not very thnlled when George 
Adamski came to Detroit to enlighten the Citizens of Hotor City and 
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ended up talking about more than his supposed contact with a spaceman. 
An unnamed woman(Her name was deleted from official declassified FBI files) 
attended an Adamski lecture on May 27th and became alamed when she heard 
the v1s1ting Californian say Americans should work to reduce nuclear wea­
pons because the H-Bomb could blow up the world. It seems the space bro­
thers were afraid mankind had started something that could get out of hand. 

The woman felt that the Laura Marxer crmvd, which had sponsored Adamski, 
might be a subversive organization so she 1mmediately informed the FBI. In 
her letter to the Bureau, the woman wrote that a small select group, to be 
called "The Flying Saucer Review Group," was in the works. The group was 
to be led by a ~tr. Henry Haday who used the pen name Jared Lyon. 237. 

May 29th. Willcox, Arizona. 
The Air explained the next case as:"Reflections from almost anything -­

could be a/c, balloon, ice crystals, etc." 238. 
The witnesses' report is reproduced here as it was fmmd in BLUE BOOK 

files. (See report) 
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earo.d to M a bout 5') ft.. in diane tAr- and p--rhap" 
6 ft. tr.ick. In the b::-ief t~~ it wss v13ible I 
cou.ld cot det.,ct any 1-'>t.,~!l. ro•tet:ent. I wbs n'lono 
:t.t. the t:l:e :o there vas no ot~.er •rit.ness t!':nt. 1 
Jao.ov or. 

'lary truly yours, 



106. 

The Air Force interpeted the following report as a "possible meteor." 
A teletype report from March AFB, California, told of an encmmter near Las 
Vegas, Nevada, on May 10th: 

"UFOB AF43-49273 C47 REPORTED SIGHTING ONE AIRBORNE OBJECf AT 30 
2340Z OF THE FOLUlqiNG DESCRIPTION CYLINDRICAL ABOUT THE SIZE OF A 
B36 WI'l1!CUf WINGS OR TAIL SURFACE GRAY IN COLOR. OBJECf AS REPORT­
ED BY PILOT TRAVELED AT PHENCMENAL SPEED AT APPROXIMATELY 8000 Ff 
TO lOOOOFr. SURVEYED OBJEcr FOR ABOOf TEN SECONDS BEFORE DISAPPEAR­
ING ON A HEADING OF APPROXIMATELY SIX'IY FIVE DEGREES 1YPE OF AIR­
CRAFT SIGHTING OBJECf C47 AF43-4973 AT AN ALTITIJDE OF TEN 'l1!0USAND 
FEET ON A HFADING OF 'IWO HUNDRED FORTY FIVE DEGREES. LOCATION OF 
OBJEcr 340 3SN PILar OF AIRrnAFr GIANNINI J.L. MAJOR POPE AFB N. 
CAROLINA. WEATHER AT TINE OF OBSERVATION CLEAR SKIES WITII TIIIRTY 
MILES VISIBILITY." 239. 

May 31st. 

East Malvern, Victoria, Australia, had two "vis1ts" the end of May; one 
on the 30th and another on the 31st. Apparently the same object was seen 
on both occas1ons, but it was only the May 31st incident that we have data 
on. It seems that about 8 p.m. in the evening a "white football-like" ob­
ject swooped out of the sky spewing a yellowish gaseous trail. The thing 
then displayed various velocities, from a floating, bearly moving motion; 
to high speed. The thing backed up, flatten its shape, vanished and then 
reappeared. Finally, the object shot skyward straight up out of sight. 

That same night three other reports of strange objects in the heavens 
came in from other locations in the Victoria region. A dull-glowing UFO 
was seen at one place, and at another site a strange object was seen that 
suddenly d1sappeared, "like switching off a light." The third report con­
cerned a star-like point was seen hovenng in the sky and then suddenly 
making a miles long lateral move. 240. 

"Bounces off the design board. " 

The saucer-like craft of C.M. Frost and the Canadian Roe Com:pany'.s Pro­
ject ''Y'' was given a spread in Life magazine on May 31st. The essay main­
tained that the U.S. Air Force WiiS"taking the invention seriously and was 
ready to "invest heavily" in a prototype. 241. 

The article in Life said:"Even while the U.S. prepared for the saucer 
age, the Air Force received pictures of flying saucers, presumably Soviet, 
£1 ying over Scandinavia.'~ 24 2. 

Time magazine followed Life's lead:''The USAF's willingness to spend 
money on saucer-plane exper1mentsresults from a growing belief that the 
SoVlet Air Force may be ~ead of the U.S. in this field." 243. 

UFOs in the Far East. 

A news release by the U.S. Fifth Air Force confimed that "flying sau­
cers" had been seen and pursued by American jets over South Korea. 244. 

Korat, Thailand. 

Three student Royal Thai Air Force pilots took off from Korat airbase 
in T6 aucraft one night in May 1954. Their instuctor, Captain Uthai 
Lunyatjata,followed in a fourth plane The students were to engage in 
night flymg training and conditions seemed 1deal. The night was moon­
less and cloudless. It was about m1diught. 
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After leveling off at 3,000 feet,the flight of four planes joined up 
and headed east. Not long afterward, Captain Ltm.yatjata spotted an orange 
fueball about 1, 500 feet away and approaching fast, but smce the odd oo­
ject was a l1ttle above his altitude,there was no chance Capt. LunyatJata 
was in danger. Within moments the fireball passed over the T6s and Capt. 
Lunyatjata got a good look at the object, which he estimated was six feet 
in diameter and moving at a speed of about 900 mph. Perplexed at the un­
expected "au traffic," Capt. Lunyatjata radioed Korat tower and requested 
infonnation. He was told nothing else was schelduled to be in the area. 

Capt. Lunyatjata put his T6 in a 180 degree turn so he could pursue 
the orange ball. As he took out after the UFO. the flight instructor 
noted a small blue fireball on the right side of the big orange one, ap-

·parently attached. To the instuctor's surpr1se, the UFO turned rapidly 
and ended up 600 feet behind him' Once behmd Capt. Lt.myatjata, the UFO 
slowed to Match the speed of the T6. Now at close range, the UFO could 
be seen better. Capt. Lunyatjata said he was: 

" ..• able to see that the center of the orange fireball was quite 
dark, as though nothing were there, whereas the blue-colored light 
appeared to be round the rim of whatever was in the center. The 
glow was too bright to detemine any shape or substance. After 
20 seconds it increased its speed and flew ahead and made a right­
hand climbing turn. I followed with full throttle and gave chase 
up to 5,000 feet but could not get near it. I had to turn back be­
cause I had no oxygen mask. The object continued to climb and it 
appeared to gain speed unt1l it became invisible to the eye." 245. 

Mars. 

Suspic1ons about the planet Mars remained strong. In Europe French UFO 
experts Aime Michel and Jimmy Guieu were both taken by the apparent cor­
relation between the orb1tal position of the red world and the outbreaks of 
UFO flaps on Earth. Guieu had recently published the first French UFO book, 
Les Jobcoupes Volantes Viennent Dun Autre Monde(Later translated into Eng­
ITSh ut it was Michel who got credit tor tfiel.fars theory. The theory was 
based on sparse data but Michel felt confident enough in the Spring of 1954 
to predict a new big wave of UFO reports would erupt sometime in September 
1954. The weekly Paris-Match printed the prediction for the record. t-ionths 
later even t-'.ichel wasastomshed when the Mars theory seemed ''brilliantly 
confirmed." 246. 
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