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18?6? PP. 16 ,260
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PREFACE

In the publication:The U,F.0. Investigator,printed by the

National Investigaticns Committee on Aerial Phenomena,. thexe

appeared the following: Tl T LD -

®"0On Aug. 7, 1966, readers of the Washington "Star® had
a big surprise --in fact, several surprises. Before then,
& 8erious discussion of UFOs in the "Star"™ was almost
unheard of. But there in the Sunday edition was a full-
page fact piece on "flying saucers."

Surprise No.2: The artical was written by Lt. Col.
Charles Cooke, USAF, Ret., founder and editcr of the
Alr Intellizence Digest. Col. Cooke, refusing the offic-
ial explanations, calmly set down his conclusions taat
the UFOs are real and from somewhere in outer syace,

Colonel Cooke's Air Force service record has other
surprises linked vith UFOs. In WorlJ War 1I, he was
intelligence officer for & bombarment group in Europe,
whera_he heard first-hand reports from pilots who en-
countered the mysteriuos 'foo fighters.' In 1948-1952,
at the Pentagon, he tecame the founder and editor of
tAir Intelligence Digest'! --the worldwide AF intelligence
publication. Later, in Tokyo, he became editor of FEAF
-=-the 'Far East AF Intelligence Roundup.! During all
this time, 'information copies' of steadily increasing
UFO reports flowed across his desk....!'No one in the
USAF assewbly line down which the reports passed read
and pondered them more absorbedly, more dedicatedly,
than I. I duly noted the myriad 'Explanations' given
out by the Blue Book staff-widely referred to as !'The
Little Blue Boy Blues! or 'The Little Blue Boys! -=of
sightings which they evaluated as mistakenly identified
stars, planets, meteors =--=birds, reflected lights,
mirages, marsh gas --or as delusions, hocaxs, publicity
stunts, ect.!

In discussing the massive UFO evidence, Col. Cooke
corrects one of the most videspread false beliefsiThat
UFO sightings began on June 24, 1947, with Kenneth
Arnold's famous report of flyinE discs over Mt. Ranier.
ess'Far from having begun in 1947, t!says Col. Cooke,
treported UFO sightings go way, way tbtack.!

Conmenting on the new(1966) Frank Edwards book --
'Flying Saucers =-Serious Business! -~Cooke says
'Edwards book gives me great joy in its attention to
Pre =1947.' Citing one famous case related by Edwards
-=3 bishop's report ¢f a torpedo~chaped body hovering
above a building =-~Col, Cooke wryly asks 'I can't
help wondering what Project Blue Book's ‘'explanation?
of this rewort would have been., Yarsh gas?!' ®



Chapter One p.1

De Libris Revolutionum Ngrratio Prima

Then the great Leonardo da Vinoi (1452-1519) helped to lay the
foundation of mcdern scizsnce five hundred years ago, by shaking
free the grip of preconceived ideas on vhat should be purely
ecientific observation, he refined the methods of scientific re-
gearch previously prorosed by Roger Bacon. By slow, agonizing
steps, the propsr gathering and evalulation of information for
scholastic study had rsached a milestone that marked the emerg-
ence of the socientific spirit from the long torpor of the iiddle
Ages.

One of tne very first results of this scasntific renaissance
vas staggering in its implications. It was Nicolagf Copernicus!

L ¢
— _ 'essay: Le Libris Revolutionum NHarratio Prima, ~hich dared to

-

i

é; suggest & profound philosophical-sociantific hypofﬁgg;gj—
\a“zjeﬁthclence confirmed Copernicus' theory, the i1dea that the
earth was not the center of tae universe, and ve owe ths Polish
scholar a large debt of graditude for his courageous and vital
inital step toward the ultimate truth about the cosmos.

As hard as 1t was for mankind to eventually coms to tsrms with
a universe that vas not geocentric, a vastly more profound pro-
blem aross from the ruins of the harmonious astronomical-
philosophical conceptions of "Antiquity, and that was the question
of the uniqueness of Homosapiens. If the planet earth could be
demostrated to be a mers speck in the Milky Way, just one of many
poseible vorlds orbiting many sfafs and not holding a special
f~\ place 1in the heavens,- why not other races of intelligent beings?
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. Leonardoe 4= Vinci, but in spite of the many laws of nature since

P.2
|
The detection of extraterrestial sentential life offers a

memmoth challenge to science, one that seems impossible

$ake—up considering the physical distribution of the stars
compared to mankind's presant day technological limitations, y
to! say nothing of the phiiosophical resistance of those who

i
either fear the very thought of alien creatures,or who flaunt

Vot e e s

a confident and cultivated scepticism based on comfortable

notions sinilar to pre-Leonardo times,

e .

R 21y

The apparent insurmountable barriers to the confirmation of
the distrubing hypothesis that we night not be alone in the .
universe, would e greatly simplified, of course, if the
heavens 72re s0 populated the earth could count on the inhabit-
ants of solar systems to achieve the feat of crossing the vast
distances of srace,and produce thems=slves here on earth for
examination, thus savzs us a great deal of effort and speculation.

Whether a-super-civilization would trouble itself to sgnt r7
amobassadcers to the United Nations, if one did discover our planet,gmﬁaﬂgb
is an open guestion, since an advanced race of intelligent
beings maypmore of value in the lower - forms of life on earth,
than the higher, besing content to merely gather scientific
samples and leave mankind alons t0 continue its endless political X
bickering. Pursuing this train of thought furtherirQQJZannot %

reeddy begin to guess vhat may lurk out there in the black void

of space =% we way not even recognize an alien visit when,or if,

Iy oy

that moment coues. o L ' ]
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viodern science has trogressed considsrably since the days of
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discovered and definded, there remains something unexplained,
scmething that moves through the atmosphere with ease and has
charactaristics of a 30lid, intelligently.controlled, device-
of a non-natural- origin. This phenomenon ia called ﬁn unidentified
flying object (UFO). ' ‘ o
Where to begin the history of unidentified flying objects |
offered a problem in itself, as it seems the whole subject is
Strewed vith difficult ju@gements,kéfgﬁgning many written
treatments of the subject,from nalve pamplets to ponderous
tomes, one can select a date never before used and be satisfied
on reasonable grounds: Tecember 16, 1742.

Some, using an undisciplined selectvion process,retreat so far

back into history they find themselves amid the annals of

" ancient Rowe. With good cause,the use of pchronicles to prove

‘something resembling scientific fact should be veiwsd with

great scepticism. .. Granted there exist quite a few repcrts

of strange things in the sky in-documents:of great age_-that

. resemble modern sightings, but observers of the past consisted

of unschooled myntalities far the most part and to quote such
sources with their superstiﬁious embellishments aporoacnes the
ridiculous. As we shall see, the temptatioﬁ to interpet the -
gnképwn in terws which were a bias to onel!s velief continued
ém&ﬁg laymen into modern times, though the unknown with which
we are concerned with hes slowly becom2 less enigmatic in the

last fifty years. : B - -

‘The obszsrving, recording, and evaluating of natural zhanomzna

did not resally coume i1nto its owvn until the formation of scientific
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p. U

academies around the year 1560 wvith the apnearance of the

Accadamia Secretorum Hatural in Nales, followred by the

Accademia dei Lincei in Rome in 1603, and the Royal Society

for the Improvement of Natural Knowledge founded in 1662

under tne patronage of England's-ﬁing Charles the II, which
became better known by the shorter expression:"Royal Society".
It is in the journals of these academies that we should look
for the earliest objective record of the type of unidentified

flying object that interesté us, and a diligence ssarch is soon

rTewarded:

N

- i N

As I was returning home from the Royel Seciety to 1Weftminfler,

on TZurfday, Decc. 16. 1742. h. 8. 40". p. 7. being about the -
Micdie of the Parade in Sz. Fames's Park, I faw a Light anfe from

telund the Tress and Houfes i1 the $ by W. Pomnt, which I took

at -} for a large Sky-Rocket ; but when it had nfen 0 the Height

of acnuz 29 Dogrzes, it tcok 2 Motion nearly parailel to the Hori-

zun, but waved 1n this mannern,

3nd went on ta the N by E. Point over the Houfes. It feemed
t be fo very near, ¢har 1 thoughe it paffed over Queen’s Square
e Lland inthe Park, crofs the Canal, and [ loft Sizht of i ovcr’ ‘
tic Haymarkes. Its Motioa was fo very Qlow, that [ had it sbove |

halfa Minutein View; and therefo-e had Time enouzh to contemplaze
its Appearance fuily, which was waar 55 feen 10 the znnexed Figure,

E

i T e b e o ca R g
= ——  RTao® e
= -

4 feemed to be a light Flame, turning backwards from the Refift-

ance the Air made to it. BB 2 brigit Fire hixe burming Charcnal,

inclofed as it were in an open Cafe, cf which the Frame CCC was

gutte opaque, hke Binds of Iron. "Ac D iffued forth 2 Tran or

Tail of light Flame, more bright at D, and growing gradually

= ) fainter at E, o as (o be tranfprent more than half ©ts Length,
The Head feemed about half a Degrec in Dumeer, the Tal ncir 3
Degrees in Lengeh, and about one Eghthof a Degree in Thicknet:.

C. AL
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Certain characteristics of this 1745 sighting|§hou1d ve kept
in mind as we progress to more recent depictions of this type
of phenomena. Specifically,one should commit to memory the
defiance of graviiy a8 shown by tgéobjact'slevel flight, —which
had the peculiar secondary feature of being undulatory. And the
object itself is of an ovoid configuration clean of protuberances,
hovsver there sezms to be a distinct horizonal axis with a
prominent white illuminatign on the leading portion while the
rear trails some sort of emission,indicating a definite
orientation from right to left. The main body appears to be
divided into sections 1lit up by a red glow so intense it re-
mined the observer of burning charcoal. Were it not for the v
pnusually low, horizonzl,flightpath of this rsported object, . ;
one would be tempted to tag the phenomenon a common bolide in
spite of details claimed to have been discerned.. = .~ 5
If the prhenomenon alledged to have been sesn and recorded in
December, 1742, was of an unnatural origin and perhaps the product
of an exterrestial science, one wonders why the owners 3id not
land to say hello after crossing what sesms to us the. incredi-
bly vast reaches:of space that modern Bcignce.asserts quarantines
the earth from such visitations(current scientific opinion and
theory hold that the solar system is void of intelligent life
and 353?22y32F3F331ng that of light 1mp0381ole, Tuling out visits

While it may be premature to mention: it now, a bit.early in

- our discussion cf unexplainasd aerial cbjects, the injection of

& certain theory at this point aides immeasurebly in making

some sense out of some confusing and mysterious data.
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Imagine a cosmic scheme of things in which throughout the
galaxy there are numerous alien super-civilizations,which
find flitting from star to star an elementary achievement,
with routine convoys of their spacecraft entering our own
solar system to pause momentarily before resuming their
voyage to far off destinations. Tgese super-mentalities

may have little or no interest in %he occupants of earth,much

like an airplane swooping low over a smell island inhabited by-.

oW am OLLAMAN

hostile .primatives in the Pacific Ocean. Such an alien fleet,A
accompanied by miscellaneous debris carrisd along by momentum,aﬂui
would no doubt cause a spectacular show as it skidded to a step

in the upper layers of the terrestial stmosphere. As farfetched

as such a mental picture might seem, it has been proposed to

help explain toxsome dzgree the amazing display of Nocvember,

1833, qpmmanted on in the astroncmy book: Geography of the
Heavens. If the discriptions given in this voluune (see_
illustration) have-any -validity, & suspicion arises wvhether or
not something "highly uhusual"-took p‘lace.2

A less grandiose examrle of "bizarre metsor activity" can be

gifted from the English lMechernic and Mirror of Science of July

10, 1868(see illustration)?“Affer examining this example of
strange metsor vehavior, ;ne asks the question how an."inert
mass of rock" can navigate through the air as if it had wings?
Either science has a lot more to learn about the Ffall of
meteors" or observers of the heavens in 1868 were far from

accurate,

U]

i



1 168 ) ASTRONOMY,

one and the same point, a little southeast of the zenith. Follow
ing the arch of the sky, they ran along with imnense velocity,

£ b

describing, in some instances, an arc of 30° or 40° in a few
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METEORIC SHOWER OF NOVEMBER, 1533.
4 seconds. On more attentivé iuspection it was seen, that the
meteors exhibited three distinet varieties ; the first, consisting
of phosphoric lLines, apparently described by a point ; the second,
of large fire-balls, that at intervals darted aloug the sky, leaving
1 laminous trains, which occasionally remained in view for a num.
ber of minutes, and, in somc cases, for half an hour or mors;
the third, of undefined luminous bodies, which remained nearly
stationary in the heavens for a long time.
] Those of the first variety were the most numerous, and resembled a shower of fiery
snow driven with inconcelvable velacity to the north of west, The second kind appearcd
{ more \ike fulling sturs—a spectacle vhich was contemplated by the more unenlightened
beholdery with great amnzement and terror. The truins which they left were commonly
white, but sometimes were tinged with various prismatic colors, of great beauty.
299. These fire-balls were oceasionally of enormous size. Dr.
Smith, of North Carolina, describes one which appeared larger
than the full moon rising. I was,” says he, “startled by the

298 What remarkable circumatance attended this phenomenca? Variety of meteors?
200, What vald of the tirebulls scen?  Of their sizef \
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FALLING OR SHOOTING STARS. 150 &

e

splendid light in which the surrounding scene wes exhibited, ren-
duering even small objects quite visible,”

the same ball, or a similar one,
scen st New Havon, pusved off in a
narthwest direction, and expladed a
yide northward of the star Capella,
Weaving, just belund the place of
explosion, 8 train of pecullar beauty.
rhe line of direction wus at first
gearly straight; but it soon begun to
contract inlength, to diluten biendth,
st to nssume the figure of u serpent
seroLLING {tself up, until it appeared
ke u Juminous cloud of vapor, floas-
g grucefully in the aiw, where It
remained in full view for scveral
minutes,

I this body were at the distance of
110 miles from the ohserver, it must
have had a diameter of one mile; if
at the diatance of 11 miles, its diame-
trwas 528 feet; and if only one mile
off, It must have been 43 feet in diameter. These sonsiderations leave no doubt that
wany of the meteors were bodies of large sfae.

300, Of the third varicty of meteors, the following are remark.
sble examples :—At Poland, Ohio, & luminous body was dis- &
tinetly visible in the northeast for more than an hour. It was
very brilliant, in the form of a pruning-kook, and apparently 1
twventy feet long, and cighteen inches broad. It gradually
settled toward the horizon, until it disappeared.

At Niagara Falls, a large luminsus body, shaped like a square table, was seen near
e zonith, remaiming for some tuné almost stationary, emitting large streaws of hght.

301, The point from which the metcors scemed to emanate,
was observed, by those who fixed its position among the stars, .’
to be in constelfation Leo ; and, according to their concurrent |
testimony, this RabranNT PoINT was stationary among the stars, (
during the whole period of observation ; that i§, it did not move
along with the eurth, in its diurnal revolution eastward, but
uccompanied the stars in their apparent progress westward.

A remarkable change of weather, from warm to cold, accompanied the meteoris
thower, or immediately followed it In all parts of the United States, tius change was [
tunarkable for its sugdenness avd intensity. In mwany places, the day precesling had
*en unusualty warm for the season, but, before the ucxt morang, a severe frostensued,
3nparulicled for the time of year.

_ 302. In attempting to explain these mysterious phenomena, it
is argued, in the first place, that the meteors had their origin
beyond the Limits of our atmosphere; that they of eourse did not
lelong to this earth, but to the regions of space exterior to it

800, What other varlety of mecteors descrihed? Where? 301, Point from which F
Aesseemed toemanate? What change of weather follssed ? 802. What fact usserted

:‘l“lo ule' distance from which those mncteors came  Professor Olmsted’s estimate ol
mnce
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the eanejaics, aod esveral vory | poets. Homer ecomparcs the celastial V'ght which | ons, they zsnk & vertloal shaft in 1803 to the depth of
.m:?;r ods aiter thas mathod, dave | gleamed from the ghield and helmes of Diog -a to the | 1001., acd the mine hea since beea ylelding bsm';soma
* rays of *Birics, the star of putumyp,’” wiizly **shines | rotarns. Oa the 1st of October, 1875, the mine waseold

68 18 Naw Zritinp.—Shortland, the
ag town3Rip in Auckland, which already
. auks and several Loula. is forty-
2 Auckland ; there iswatercarringe sl
Leamers are 02n3tantly plying to and fro,
ripia bout fonr bours. Thera are aboat
te above diggings, end the numbar is
. Abcut eight miles from Bhortland

? township, whers 1,520 men are livicg.
ths azo cisimd on these dipgings wers
a) valoe. A share ip wbat has since
vof the richest clauns, conid have bren
. and the bolder now reluses to take
{nterost in it. The whoie claim 1
000, O.ner suppreed 10 be even
nte been discovered. Many claims that
ed have bewn resumod by men with
are reapiog & rich barvest f{rom their
waatralian 60d Wess Coast diggers speak
tho capabiiiey and per of thess
.#bould be ciearly nnderstood that they
1en’s diggings, a considerable amount nf
requ.red before & olaim can ba worked

ART NOTES.

LRTS I¥ THE rRINCIPFALITY.~An exhibi-
5 of art is being got up at Rathin, in
. North Walee, t0 commengs on the dth
{ remain open to ths public for & month,
“ Bigteddfod” hnlds its sannaal mesting
3 orat week in Augnst, and tae attempt
o it un interesting and valaable cotlec-
,of pictorial and ornamexntal ars is locked
rest favour., Me., Cornwallis West, of
,isan active promoter of the undertaking,
affers, the well koown cobnoissenr snd
prncipal evperiptendent, Most of the
'gms of the neighbourhood will be vepre-
ifing Wyoostay, Chirk Castle, Ruthin
2och, Peniarth, Hooten, Oteley-oark, &,
-ibotions from Barl Deabigh, Visconnteas
Lori Bacot, Lord Delamers, Honourable
-, Mra. Al'rod Seymour, Mr, Townshend
M.P., as well as from the famous eotlec:
‘olley, of the Priory Bank, Pulham. It will
- geen whether the mathetio tasts of Wales
¢ developed %o apprecrate the glories of
ko advantage of this opportuoity of im-
« tagte and koowledge, The promoters—
pew Town Hall at Ruibin, have a very
-ebof apartmeria for the proper dlsplay of
n—are very eapguine of sutcers,
rox or Wosks ny Jsaw Govsow.—The
a8 Hotel Carnpavalet, formerly the residence
do 84vigue, bat now destined to contain
1 of the City of Pars, Fas been completely
1 the scaoldicge removed, The soulptares
ujon have be n trested with the grestest
emant exceilent examples of bis singularly
Tacefal atyle ; they consiss of & group of
3, in 8 medaill-a, sapporiing she sarms of
1 proprietars of the mansion, thres trophies
winged Sgure with the fock on & maak and
8 in one hand, sad two \ions{.m'rhe ;epz;\‘:s
ior are riso proceeding rapidly. or the
isitora t) Parig, it mey bo stated that the
crava'elin in e strect formerly called the
Sainte Catberine, but recently named after
1 fubahitant of the mansfon, the Rue de
esr the Place Royale, and not far from the
v Bastile,
wor o Fine Axts ar Bzsaxgow,~The Ex-
8 Buciety nf the Frisnds of Art, now open
B, Contains 478 works, being full 100 beyond
¥ nomber gxhibited there, and in a fow days
Ve amonnted to 17,000ra,, of which about
are 1o the authorities of the town and the
e rest, to private individuals; the works
+ by tho Society are to be distribated by lottery,
'8 of ssveral wellknown Parisian artiats are
-0fthoas whose works have becn sold.

— -

B e et
\2’1 RONOMIXCAX NOTES,

ub Byuna ~If g brilliaat star ba observed
% the borizon it will be eeon to present the
hmnme_nnn of * eoloured aeintiliation,” The
n% exhibite i exoeed in purity even thosa seon
€ spectram ar {n the rainhow. By comparls
em the light which fashes from the ruby,
pe the sapphire, or the topaz, appoars dnll
m”ﬁ- Y. There ara four or five aters which
3 phenoigenca with charmiog ilistinctness,

oy €z, in the constollatien Lyra, which
r in our Intitnds, jsonc of thero. At midnight
& and enrlier with the approach of spring, this
T -blas etar may Lo seen B8 it 6kirts the
¢ tizon, scintiiisting with red, hiue, and
NEM. Arctacus gwinlsies yeb more briihantly
;"’Vta_n'z the north-emsg {n rar apring oven-
:“'ad“ 8 s unther robly eciot'later, teen low
g $he narth danng cthe snmmer nighta,
N ‘*hi;;uﬂ“ thay a=g the most brilliant nrrthern
Carant Witk & gplendnar far Joforioz i that ot
wnn gy ine star, No oro can mis*nko this
o lb‘ 7ty alwn the +onthern horizan .n our
M3 Tuswivig celnars exhibtied ty Jirfue

\ Raysxswon has siready been made to M. Schicesing’s

with & peculinr brithancy when laved by os2an's
waves.” It is diffcalt to parapads oneself thas these
ever<cthbanging tints do not resliy belong to the stars
But there is no doubt that thoy are caunscy by cur own
atmosphers, In the tropica, where the sir is more
oniform in texuure, 8o to apeak, the atars do ucl scla-
tillate unlesa they nre quita cloce to the harlzoa,
Rauasxaniy Marsos.—A remarkable o-teor was
seen at the Badel:fe Observatory, Oxford, on the Sthult.,
8t 9h. 50m. When first seen by 2r. Lacos is hed the
sppearance of a fino whits clond abent 5° in langth and
1° in breadth, a little 80 the west of Polasls, Aathe
observer was pointing out ita comot-likae apperance to
scme persnne who happened to be with hiain the lower
meadow of the Obrervatory, it appearcd to atart into
moticn, taking & enures diroctly west, and passing Just
below g and g Ures Majoris, and leaving & tran be-

bind of & greater breedth than iteclf, which remained
yistble throngh its wholo orurec aflter it had dieap d
bolow the N. W, horizan. When it approacbed Leo it
downiated from the straight lins which it bad pravioualy
taken, and turned somowhat tawarde the soutl, passing
pesr Begulvs, and then bent northwards again, The
time that it was virible must havo been nearly four
inat Itsapp at onp time was very like that
of the flame and smoks combined which eometime;
issue from a railway engine, on\{ very faint on acconat
of she brightncss of the atill remaining twilight.
There was a thizk haze all the night. A parselenes, or
0ck Moon, was soen on the ssma night at 13h. 40m,

CHENXCAL ROXES

process of determining phesphonio acid; vbe following
18 the mavper in which the experiment is mede:=A
tobo of green glass is fashioned before the blowpipe, so
at there is firat o part {A) of 80 centimetres inlength,

:bﬁto\mtu horisontally upon wire gruze, and wh

the roaé take placo; thena purs drawn out i3
15 centimetres fnchned down Gud back-
warda, after which the'ld toed horizontally,

and with the origmal diameter, for the lanath of 10
centimstres. Thus there is formed 8 kivd of bulb {B),
termioated b{ & recurved point, destined to condense
the chloride of phosphorus. At the end of the part A

o y an 1y powdered : this
chioride occnpies from 13 t> 15 centimetres, and is
maijntained in 1ts place by another very smail tuft of
asbestos, Afwerwards the porcelain bost, containing
the phosphide in {ragments, with a last talt of arbestcs,
is introduced. Finaily, theend of tuo tube is closed by
a cork carrying a little piece of tube. In thebulbBa
fittlo water is placed, and a vertical tnbe coptaining
fragments of moistened purcolain is atiached, where
phosphorio vapours not condepeed in B will be con-

of abonie 40 D0Ddnix. & month.

mwill, hais'ing-
thorewth, in

duced to the American trade,

to a company of capitahgta for 400 000dols. in gold onin.
How mush ithed yielded up to that time {s not kaown,
bat the ownera orectad hmating works and a 20-atamp
mtif, sl at the cost of €3,00000la, besides recciving
largs drvidends (rom the profita. Tho mmne bas been
producing, vadsr tha presant xassgement, at the rato

In the first year, ending
Beptomber 1D, 1888, the grees product was 631,431dols.,
snd for the eleven months ending Avguay 31, 1867,
638,139do!s., making o total of 1,119,570do's. in twenty-
three monthe, Nearly o thousand tons of rock have
been taken from the mine every mwenth and reduoed at
the mwill, the average yield being not far from 50dols. &
ton; and the monrhiy expenees, iocluding repsirs o

meachinery and permaneat improvements, have avernged
about 18,0904nls. The ! hivdivid

vdiv ds for over
a year past hava smonoted to over 30,000001s.,8nd one
or two exira dividends have been deciared in sddition.
The Earcks Mine s opened by an incline shals, 6it. by
201t., which is designed to explore the vein to a great
depth, and i3 now down nearly P00it. Leveis have
been run from thoe shafl as dietaoces of 1000t apart, snd
for 700¢c. along the loda. At L0ft, from the surface the
quarts prid 156dole. a ton, and increnced to 28dols. at
I00ft. Betwaen the 100f. aud 200fs. lovelstho average
g:ld wag 37dols. a ton, sid balow thas the average has

n 50dole, The vorn rous nearly east and weat, dif'
ping south at an angls of about 78°; and over the whole
extont of soms 700M. which has been worked, the
average widsh is 37, At the foarth tevel the mune 18
said to show still further improvoment, with 8o increase
in the gield of org, thouxh it has been worked but little
balow she shird Javal. The valus of the mine, with the
rize, wnd other proparty copnected
7 ra‘ed ac about 1,.000,000do. William
Watt, a sugebsstal o, *~rizmioer, and one of tho owners
2ks, i3 the auperintendent.

PIHOTOGRAFPHIC NOTKS.

———
Uoxrearirion sos Pexssurarson Painr.~With a view

to accure she greatest movelty and excellence in » pre-
rentstion print for distribution amopgst their members,

the Committeo of the Nerth London Photographio
Aszsociation bave resolved to mdvertise for snitable
specimons., From the excellence of the preseniation

& sof¥ of ,"b”"."” is placa_l_l,m&l upoz this pure chioride srmu this soorety bas butherto distributed, s oconsi-

erable amount ot prestigo wall attach to tho solection
made in acase of competitivn, We hope that many
fine examples of the art wali bs submitied to the com-

mittes,

BroorarmicAt Poorognarnto Arnuxs.—Tha * Sta-

tioner ” paye:=-*' The Phatographio album-mwakers may

perbaps take & hinc from a novelty about to bs intro-
The artiole referred to is

entitied the *Diographic and Photographic Family

) ?.cqgtd. arranged for recording in detmil the psrsonal

densed, After this arrangement comesa littls I3
flask, serving to show the currcut of chlorine, Afer
baving heated the chloride of potasaium, sad driven
overy trace of moiature out of A, by a current of dry
air, the chlorive is admitted 5 bt the porcelan boat 1

en of tha femily,” The firat page
contnina the tecord of the names, birth, marriage, &c.,
of both bustand and wite, sud spaces for tho photo-
graphs of each, to be inserted at several different ages ; -
alsg epaco for recordicg the name, date, place of birth,
gmq eath of the parcnts and graudparants of each,

not beated till the tube has been swopt through with
dryair, A8 soon as the reaction & red

liquid is condensed round the boat, and spreads over

the chloride of potassium, This chloride ought to be

heated, but only near tha hoat, to a enflicientiy high
temperature to mels the doubls chloride, otherwisethe

tube will become closed up., Towards the end of the

operation the heat is raised a little, without at thessme

time allowiniis to reach dull redness, for nt this degree
of heat theg ~aphorus exchanges ii8 chlorine for the
oxygen of the eilica of the glass, and forma phosphates,

The porchloride of phosphorus is condensed at che end of
the tube A ; by a@gllcaﬁon of 8 gentle hoat it is chased
into the balb, e experimont {8 fluished when the
least trace of condensation is no longer observed. A
constant but feable excess of chlorine should be main-
tained throughout, and the operator requires to have the
chlorine easily dt command ; for this, the arrargement
with a couple of tubolated flasks and plnchcocks is
convenient, To deteymine the phosphoric acid cos-
deonsed in the bulb with hydrochlorio acid, the glsss 18
cut in the narrowed part, the lquid tranaferred to o
porcelain dish, and the washinga of the bulb and the
tube with porcelain unfted, nitric acid added, and the
whole evaporated. The bydrochloric actd, docomposed
towards the and of tha operation, is eliminated mthout
losa. Al that lg now required la to estimnte free phos.
phoric aold 1o the presenpe of nitric aoid, and for this
purpore M. Bchlmsing employe nitrate of silver.—

Chemical News."

NMEINAARG BOXES, .

Aw [MuzwonLy Varviora Muwn—The Sureks Mine,
now regarded as tbe moss valuablo gold mivsin Novada
oounty, and perbaps the most valuablo in the world,
is eftunted & wmlle aud a quorter noith-east of shetown
af Qrass Vailey, and was located early in 1801, It was
worked 8t intervale, h{ various patrties, up to 1657, but
tho mnost of tharock falled to pay for crushing. In tbo
atter year it was purcheacd by Mosers. Fricot, Ripert,
and Praine, and tho firel croshing mado by them, the
rook being sauen from reer the surfucd, ylelded only
&dols. a ten. From 1657 to 16683 the mine was worked
t0 a yorpendicuiar depth of £07s., dnring which a inrgas
quantity of quirtz waa taken ovh pops of which paig

g three gener , and for other incidents in
tha life of each. 1he remainder of tho volume ia ape
propriated £o the records of tho descendanta of the first-
nomed parties, an entire page being devotsd o each,
containg tho name, date, and place of birth, with space
for five photographs st different eges; also for the
character and period of whatover d'seasee they may
have had, and the heisht and weight at different ages,
with the schools at which tbey were educated, oceapas
tions, and other events of their lives. An sdditional
blank page for each child enables the parents to record
whatever other incidents msy ecem deawrabls $o be
remembdered. Now that the album trade is beginning
to wane, & new business might beoreated in an article
sach aa is above referred to.”

USEFUL NOXKES, .

How 1o xsse Hovsgs Coor 8 Hor Wzarase.—Mr,
John AteBeld, Professur of Practicclt Chemistry to the
Pharmae atical Soc.ety, contributes the fol'owing searon-
ab'e diractiony to 1he ** Timea ” :—In these hot cays & cool
spartment i3 a roal Joxury, a loxury to be had far oftener
than moss pevple suppose possibie The Becret consiats,
not {n letting in cool alr, for naturally all do that when-
over they hiavo the cheoce, but in keeping out bot air. If
the air aulsi'e & room or bouse be cooler than tho air In-
sidr, let it {n by ali meona; but if it be hotter carelully
le-x {4 out, A staircsse-wladow left open during the
night will often cool the pazsages of 8 bou:o, and the
roome, too, i thoir doors be not shnt; but it must be
closed 28 eight or pipe o'clock in the morning, or, if en
the sunpy sido, at four or five o'¢lok, and the bfinddrawn
dowu. ‘Chg mistake people ueuemfly make {a to throw
open their windows at all bours of tho day, no matter
whether the atmosphers outside be cool or scorching,
* Lot us have tomo afr,” they say, and in comes the trea-
cherous breczo~—for even hot alc is plescant while it ls
gently bLlowing, takiag away perepiration, snd thoreby
cooliag the sttu; but the spartmeat Iy mads warmer, in-
gta:d oc moler, and 35 scon as they move out of tho
dreughbe thoy fied thulr room to bs more uncomiortable
thep to'ore. Let in coul alr, keep oul bat that i3 the
oply formula to fnaura tho minimum of discomfort, Bite
tinz reomo may gvnexall; ba kapt cool during ths whole

ad

iargely, agd tha greatar portion ieiled to pay expenses,
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p.7
Another puzzle, in regards to meteors that inexpliocably dasviate
from the norm, can be found on page 146 of the December, 1872,
issue of the magazine Nature, which mentioned a witness of an
unusual event near the village of Slough, England. A Sir J.C.
Cowell submitted a sketch and a brief written note on a "curious
fireoall™ , Allegedly, Sir Cowell saw & fiery object zoocmed
down out of the 3ky snd explode, producing a flash of light 12
feet in diameter accompanied by a denotation like that made by
a heavy cannon. What Sir Cowell believed curious about this
"meteor" was the fact that it exploded the very last instant
before reaching the surface of the ground, "like a well-timed
shell", as the Englishman put it.a'

The mystery of meteors violating the accepted rules of falling

.gained in freguency toward the end of the 1800s. Correspondence

to the Scientific American, July 22, 1882, for example, called

attention to a "supposed meteor" that drifted nonchalantly

across the 3ky:

s
i

"On the evening of the 6th, while engaged in
Vsweeping! the vicinity of Ursa linor for double
stars, my attention was drawn to a bright object
about the sizs of a star of the sscond magnitude
moving slovly from west to east. It passed with-
in a dsgree of Polaris and continued stzadily on
its course eastward, disaprearing from view in
the neighborhood of Capricornus. In c¢olor this
object, a meteor doubtless, was & deep red, with-
out scintillations or train of any kind, and its
slow movement was in marked contrast vith the
rapid flashing of the common !'shooting star'. It
was visible to me fully thres-fourths of & minute,
varying out slightly in brightness during that
time. In the closeness of my attention to its
movement I neglected to note the time of itse
appearance, but judge it to0 have ©teen near half
past ten.

Perhaps there were others of your -readéers who



(e

observed the phenomenon, and can add more
specifically to my testimony." §

N.S.Drayton

! Jersey City Heights
July &, 188&2

In a vay Vr. Drayton's hopes were fulfilled One wonders
if he read the newspapers and noticed the sensation that

erupted across the contineqt in the autumn of 1896

p.8
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tn 4 te sirship which has bres poxziing and astonishing meny: of the-people of Cale
Wornia 1 will say sz brow

1 have 00t seent i personally, but heve talked with the man who tistms to he the taventor, |
ave speat seven! bowrs with Hims, e bas shown e ings end dt of nis and
1.2 convinced that they are more adapted for the purposs for which be clslms tem than a2y other
Ievention making sch clatms that § have ever seen,

1t peerns to me chat the eytdencn that THE GALL hia Doen enterprising enough to calieet 1o refe
exence to this airshyp, the cheracter of the people who have seets the same, the fact thet it cxves
against the currents of air a3 well 43 with them, the fact that it has the power to dart frots side to
side or forward, ouzht to convince Uhe people that there is somethiog ln the tnvention

1 acked the gentleran who claims to be the inventor what his deslres were in regard to carry~
g e the buiecs, and Be stated that be did not desire any maney, that he didn't ask or want
any ane to invest i i, that e was ook s ctizes of Californis, nd that be had come here to perfecy
and tast bis aleshipasphe climate and Quprents of air were most saitable to his purpast,  Heo further
stated that he bad progressed po far since coming to Callfornta that Californla cectainly wis ens
ttied to the honor of its (aveation, 68 It was In quits & crode siste when he frst came here, that
e tiag two sirshipe alresdy constructed,  One, he-sald, was of Largs size, capable of carrying thres
mwmy.mmaMmmuwwm.wmm\m
ota s amaker, capalie of casmying cos man, the Dachinery, fixtures and $00 of 600 pounds of other

He sho statrd that B wad u consin of Mr. Linn, who was Antoalp Maceo's slectriclan, snd
it ho Is expected to take Bt Cuba for the purpose of aiding In the capture of Havana &3 soco
o8 tie coukd perfect it and scquaint bis associates with the handling of .

He was s man of dark complexion, dark eyed and about g fect y Inches tn
wilghed about 140 paunds, He Jooks consideribly ke the gentiemss playing the part of Arion,
the agrial acrobat, dut ty s iitife taller

Ha chimpin kave three zssistants with him, all of wham are mechanics, that be pses two
Kinds of power, gos and electricity, that bis Hghts aze sometimes praduced by clectsicity and somen
times by g3, with the &id of refiectors,

Me claims to have moved 120 miles ot one flight and in & {ttie lers than six and @
£ alf hours, and st that timd was not golag whally with the curnents ; that be uses electricity for

nis vessel epainst the wind, and uses gas largely in going with the air currents,  Hedoes
this in ordcr to save power.

He propascy to build ancther airship, and in fact onw of the parties (nteresied with him hes
toid me that they are how st work on the third alrehip, which is (o de more commadious amd fore
fasfect thati the other fwo, and that 3t would be 30 conistructed that [ the event the Y
oot of order and it shoxdd £l into the watet it could be used as s bort by detaching & portion of the
alrabip, Whea this s compicted and ready for use the tnventor intends to leave Cauiltornia for

Cuba,
S0 far & the eiectrical preet 15 concerned, the Fargo eloctrie storage battery b3 of sufficient

wentor gropond
de stored W fudd capgeity, shich s 30 n
Tamof £~ ¢, win that this Suship l) bo  suctess, Lk that s Riccess [3 far mere prodadis
42 this tme thar e Yared telZIIphy a3 at the time he first offered the came th the pubiic.
Saifre a8t 0 Pt i conied et Ung Inventor does 368 ATL wuy €12 16 I0VeL 1 the enterprise,
Porbaps 1.0 r4y be ovisence of lnaanity, 1wl sdemis that '3 Ls the fing time w oy kuewledgs
hag anybody hed enything b Calforals 1 whish he k) sot want anybody to lavest maney,

é % e
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The Amazing Airship of 1896
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On September 20, 1896, an astronomer named Swift noticec't"; point. of light
the magnitude of Vemus out over the Pacific Ocea.r; approximately one degree from
the setting sun as twilight fell over San Francisco,. .The following afternoon
professor Perrine, working at the Lick Observatory atop the 4,000 foot high Mt,
Hamilton due east of San Jose, California, received a telegram from Swift announc- -
ing the possible discovery of a new comet., At dusk, on the'a 21st, professor
Perrine mounted a Herschel-prism on a 1 2-inch telescope and scaned the sKy in
every direction in the neighborhood of the solar disc as it slowly sunk below
the horizon, However, the "comet" had disappeared. { .

About the first week of November, 1896, as dusk was descending on San
Francisco, His Honor, Mayor Sutro, drove up in his carriage to his mansion west
of the city, overlooking the Pacific, . Members of his household staf;? rushed

out to meet him with a remarkable story. It seems a "strange object” had hovered
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in the air just offshore over seal rocks. The darkness had masked the features
of the unknown aerial thing but a powerful light had been discernible on the rear
portion*as it finally flew away toward the east, passing overhead at an estimated
500~foot altitude, The Mayor noticed that his servants were 'full of wonderment!
at the sight. He gave the episode no more thought for two weeks. 2.

On Tuesday, November 17, 1096, Charles Lusk, cashier of the Central El.t;ctrz.c
Street Railway Company at Sacramento, Cali:forxxia, steppea outside i‘or some :t:resh
air at his place of I;esidence at 2ihth and "O" Streets, The weather pad been
worse than usual that winter and the bli}ck evening skies troubled with intermit-:
tent rain drew his attention. Suddenly there appeared over the rooftops a bright
light sailing on a westward course at a 1,000-foot altitude, The following day,

Mr, Lusk reported the sight to the fellows at the Car Barn, where, to his surprise,

the "light" was already the main topic of discussiém that morning. There was a

faint shape visible behind the light and the men agreed the thmg could only be:-a
powered balloon of some sori?.- ‘}Others in the neighborhood had appérently witnessed
the same passage of the mystery 1ight ag the city's two newspapers carried an
account of ﬁ. George Scott, aésistant to Secretary of State Brown, had been
chatting with a trio of aquaintances on the steps oi the State Capitol building
when the floating sky light caught his eye, Hﬁj\ﬁalled attentiron to the remark-
able sight,but one of his friends tried to brush it off as due to an illumina-
tion on some distant hillside, Privileged to have a key to the Capitol. build-
ing, Scottl\led the others to the observation deck at the very top of the Capitol

dome, From their excellent vantage point the group dlscerned the dim outline

|

~of a dark bodyfwith three lights sweeping through the air.

A few of the townsfolk.rergempered a boast of some New York inventor a‘. few

days previous in the newspapers about his intendions to set sail:
in a powered bvalloon for California, and on the strength of that
rumors began to grow fast. An Associated Press story from New

York, dated November 17th, had told of =& man

o, LIPS

,»)

#The San Francis*o Fxaminer later learn=d that these servants
had also discerned a row of ligats along the side of the objzct.
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named Leon who was constructing an aircraft in Hoboken which allegedly,could

sk tha ghwakcan © M

carry him across the continent. So some of the carmen Ajocularly volunteered
to the press that they heard crewmen aboard the "balloon'" shouting orders to
the helmsman to avoid church steeples., One fellow who used to work for the

street railroad, Re L. Lowry, outdid his former buddies with this description:

I was standing near the Sacramento brewery
when my attention was directed skyward by hearing
a voice up there call out: !Throw her up higher;
she'll hit the steeple!, evidently mistaking the
tower on the brewery for a church steeple. Then
I saw the light. It seemed like a light within
a globular glass covering that magnified it.
Above the light I saw two men seated as though
on bicycle frames and working with a bicycle
movement, I heard one of them say: 'We will
get to San Francisco about half-past 12', but
not mentioning whether midnight or aftermoon,
Above these two men, who seemed to be working
their passage, was a kind of mezzanine box
capable of holding two or more people, but I
savw no others. Above this was a cigar-shaped
body of some length, There were wheels at the
side like the side wheels on Fulton's old steam=-
boat. 6 .

Jdo He Vogel, a bartender, was standing just down the street from the car-
barn crowd andptold a different story: "I saw the light and above it a dark body
dimly outlined in the form of an egg, with the small end forwarde I heard a muf-
fled buzzing of machinery." # That was all M¥r. Vogel would claim.

The carbarn foreman, Mr. Snider, dién't engage in the elaborations of the
other employees when approached by a reporter from the Sacramento Bee. Mr,
Snide; merely affirmed that a white light, neither a star nor a meteor, had been
seen by him and his men about 7 o'clock on the night of the 17th. g-

Still,a few stories persisted that "voices" had been heard, though some

*he,
1ikenA§ounds heard to a sweet chorus of singers that seem to have the artificial

e B N A




- witnessed something uncanny,
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quality like that produced by a phonograph. Many were unable to make out any
disuvinet worgff;.aming such difficulty on the intermittent intensity of volume
due probably to wind currents in the air, Not everyone would volunteer even a
conservative opinion. E. Caverly was approached by a reporter from the San
Francisco Call, but stayed mum on what he saw, giving the impression he had

9.

Those residents that lived in Oak Park, a Sacramento suburb, told news-
papers that something had circled high in the sky over that place the day before
leaving a smoke trail, and now they were wondering if there could be a connec-
tion with the sky light mystery, 9@"

The Sacramento itecord-Union published a very sketchy item on page four in

contrast to the Bee's front page treatment., Not sure what the "light" was, the

Record-Union called the light a "wandering apparition" and titled its article:

wihat as Tezw {1 o _ ’
A reporter 1or the San Francisco Call telegraphed word of the sky light
46 his pe.per wnlch printed an account on the 18th,telling San Franciscans
that a "light" had approached Sacramento at about 1,000 feet altitude and then
rose to about double that height as it came in from a northeasterly direction.
When it arrived at the city limits, the article continued, it .turned to the
south, and bore southwest toward San francisco, In the process the light had
floated over the streetcar company barn which caused thep employees of that place
to emerge en masse. The st'oi;y "added that the passage of the mysterious visi-
tant took thirty minutes)' furthemore a postal telegraph lineman had spotted
a similar phenomenon earli.er, near Suisun, at 9 o'clock Sunday evem.ng".aﬁ The
Call told its readers that the carmen had glimpsed a faint shape that resembled
a balloon, so there was a general conclusion in Sacramento that it could only be

some kind of powered balloon-airship since it moved into the teeth of a heavy
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On the 19th, the Sacramento Bee ran more on the Tuesday episode on its
front page which asked: "Airship or What?", calling it a "queer phenomenon',

meus
The light waspthe talk of the town with ®se opinion split between a meteor and

a balloon, The description given by a couple of persons of voices and an ellip-

~tical, propeller=-driven,Airship were regardeci by -the majority of Sacramento

citizens as the embellishments of hoaxters, General agreement Acentered around
the arc-lamp type light." ‘I\fonetheless, unsubstantiated rumors were circulated
that a balloon contrivance was an outskirts of the city!‘f' The
Sacramento Union, on the 19th, a critic of the local uproar, painted the mood
of the populace as 99% skeptical. ?\'L;{g: center of attention, five of ths electric
railway motormen, T, P. Delong, D. Curl, F. E. Briggs, M. F, Shelly, and the ex-
employee, R, L. Lom-y; found their names in the Union along with ‘detalls
on the "volces" -‘and the alledged specifilcations.of fhe airship. 5.
As the days passed and the "unknown New York inventors" did not land, the
motormen became the object of ridicule with every fare boarding the electric
railcars making flippant remarks about when the next Airship was due, It was
not long bgfc;re the number 'of wisecracks approached intolerable levels, %vem—
y o3 Hotam
ber 20th}\ o The Sacramento Union ran a comic figtional piece of

a group of hillbilly types engaged in a country store, cracker-barrel, wild tale

contest on the "Airship", complete with humerous accentse =)
\€—~ The Union noted that: "Hundreds agree on the light rising, falling, and
moving slowly, but only two or three hold that they saw the machine and only
one(R. L. Lowry) gives any rational description of it." le.

The San Francisco Chronicle mentioned nothing until the 19th when they carried
a small story on page five titled: "Strange Tale of a Flying Machine;', "Romance

from Sacramento", "Said to Have Been Seen by Many Citizens", "It Looks Like a

1. SRR #LTT . Fh




page {4

Fake of Large Size", "Mysterious Light Seen at the Capitol City". The San
Francisco Chronicle preferred to see more of a hoax than an Airship, diagnosing
the Airship sightings as the affliction of the staggers, wondering in print why
the marvelous flying machine had neglected to pay its respects to San Francisco.
The Chronicle suggested that the Bible-pounders around town may be right when
they sermonized loudly that the citizens of tize bay Babylon were Hell bound

and hardly the place any decent soul would venture near, All day, the Chronicle
went on, shoppers and businessmen "glanced furtively" upward expecting to see a
black oval and passing off such unusual interest in the sky as concern for the
weather, A reporter down at Police Headquarters had told the edrtor's desk to
relate the fact that the local enforcers of the law characterized the sky light
as a fake, but that the night squads planned to engage in some amateur astronomy.
Meanwhile, éaid the Chronicle, a peddler had spent a profitable day selling cheap
telescopes on Market Street carrying a sandwich board advertising: "Watch Out
for QGreat New York Airship", The Chroniclti(\;:ught the advice of proiessor George
Davidson who saw the nonsense as the work of the imaginations of the "wild-eyed",
holding thatAa repomelter-skelter arrangement of the rumored propellers on

the "Airship*, andAthat people on the ground could hear cleariy conversation of

* the “"Airship's" crew 1000 feet in the air, was the product of a "freemasonry of

liars", He could expect, he snorted, that at least a '"thousand fools" would be
victims of eyestrain having spent thelir eveings searching the heavens.
Weather observer Hammon shared the professor's conclusions, annexing it with his
own comment that only a true heavier-than-air craft could perform as t:eASacra-
mento "balloon”, v -

Elsewhere editors sﬁared*the'disﬁel_ief of .Dr. Davidson.

© The Stockton Daily Independentfinmllytook notice of the ruckus with an

editorial jibe at the imaginations of its northern neighbors, 9&9&5& that they
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werel\still under the influence of the "airy flights" of the recent Presidential
canpaign, 8- _

"A letter to the editor was published in the Sacramento Bes

which chose to use the words:"A Car Barn Conspiracy" to title

& complaint of the sky light tomfoolery.. And .the Bde's-editor

began to be concerned about reputation of Sacramento. \9.

On the 20th, the Chronicle's airship enthusiasm had shrunk to the size of

a small article on page 13 titled: '"More of a Hoax than an Airship®., Along
with the paper's waning interest someone on the staff made a careless error by
referring to the Sacramento niyst.ery object as a "black oval speck with out-
stretched wings and mysterious wheels", Not once did any Sacramento witness
ever mention tnwzi.ngs‘.ze :md as for the mysterious wheels, that can be traced to
the sole imaginative mind of R, L. Lowry, However, one must keep in mind the
state of technology of the late 1890s., It was very difficult for the average
V;i.‘ctorian to imagine a possible flying machine moving through the air without

the aid of flapping wings or machinery powering fans of some sort.

What had happened to the "Airship+?

No one could offer any information on that score:}::xews value of the "hoax"
was all but dead and public opinion was more or less convinced that the "Airship"
was being kept aloft with the hot air of liars, Besides, one might be at a loss
to explain the lull with so many eager observers on station.

South of Sacramento at a small town named Tagug, about 10 miles west of
Visalia, California, there occurred an incident that seemed unassociated rith
"Airghip" stories up north., It seems that about 2:00 in 1|:.he afternoon of Novem-

I

ber 20, Mr. S. He Hison claims to have seen what he believed to be neither an

airship nor a balloon:

i~ m meea
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(it was)...more like a canvas sheet spread out
floating in a northeasterly direction at about
an altitude of two thousand feet, He says he
Was pumping some water and a tramp came up and
asked him for a drink. While drinking the water
he saw the object floating in the air and called
Mr, Rison's attention to it

They watched until it was out of sight and
could see nothing but the canvas,% Mr, Rison
had not heard nor read of the Airship at Sacra-

mentO.fb 2l.

On Satm.rday, the 21st, the Chronicle ventured to ask if the strange light

over Sacramento might have been Diogene's ghost, fruitlessly searching the town

with his lantern - a jest with untlattering overtones for the citizens theres 2z

. (4"

Y Victor:.an Sundays were relaxed affairs and,the Sabbath of November 22, 1896,

MY
femd]\%ittle in the afternoon newspaper editionsjabout flying balloons and such.

The Sacramento Record-Union tried to put the finishing touches to the Airship
L2, |

debate by suggesting Ignis Fatuus(swamp gas) and other jejune logic.

At 5:30 oi t.he churchday afternoon, the sky was obscured with a dark, angry
ceiling of clouds, resulting in a premature twilight Janen "it" came out of the
northwest exhibiting a small .searchlight flashing out in sharp relief against
the solid, low hanging overcast. “It"évidéntly was bent on a repeat of Tuesday's
run only this time it was not going to skirt the city out where the Car Barn

Inalad T
was locaved, bubjheaded directly for downtown!

Mr, Isaac Gough, who happened to look up while walking near Second and "K?
S;reets, claims to have been the first to see the incoming marvel, After a
moment's hesitation to convince himself he was not seeing things, he dashed
ciom the street shouting the alarm in all the stores, saloons, and hotels,
Pec{p%:;aﬁ%ﬁed out into the cool evening air to see the amazing aerial prodigy

with their own eyes, As the word spread like wildfire, the much abused motor-

men raced their trolleys across town yelling and clanging their car bells with

#Apparently something else besides the "canvas" was seen, but unfortun.tely r,
Rison did not elaborate.

t See nots at tue erd of tnis chepter
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all the zeal they could muster, now that the opportunity to salvage their repu-
tations unexpectedly presented itself,

Luckily, the enigma was in low gear and Jacodb Zemansldr, a cigar store pro-
prietor, had a small telescope which he brought to bear, He g.ave the crowd a-
round him a running account 61‘.‘ a dark mass rising and falling to which the bright

light seemed to be attached, The staff of the "we'll-believe-it-when-we-see-it"

.’Record—Union, hearing the uproar outside, charged through the front door. of their
office bugeyed. A o s et 5‘,
Though the dark sky did not permii'. them to distinguish details they r;aturned to
their desks impressed by the large, bﬁght, evidently electric, light carried
along by the mystery shig. 24. 25. 26.
Edward Carrgher, owner of the Saddle Rock Restaurarnt, had a pair of field
glasses which also disclosed a large, dark body supporting the light. Dr. Amiel

Morris of Woodland, California, was called outside by Carrgher who pointed out

\
o

what the doctor believed to be a ball of fire sailing along about 600 feet in the
air, 27' :

The Sacramento representative of the San Francisco Chronicle, ColvinBrown,
of the adnaiije. Talga
a leading debunker)\ was horrified at what was happening, During the twenty
minute. passage the chagrined journalist grabbed an almanac and attempted to con-
vince a nearby knot of people at Seventh and "K" Streets that the planet Venus
mast have slipped its orbit and was now coursing overhead. Making no impression
on the excited observers, the never-say-die newspaperman went off in search of |
hane daon 28

Sergeant Barwick, the head of the weather bureau,tol'\explain the thing as a meteor. ¢

The Contra Costa Gazette, which was published weekly at Martinez, California, Qaﬁ/l.r

. - . : o ]

managed to obtain complete  intormation tor 1ts November 28th issue, The
Might", it seems, appeared in the northwest and headed slowly southwest, Asm Q“@'A*

& reached the southern edge of Sacramento, the enigmatic visitor turned west

' O and then south, after which it was absent tor a period of time, Later the pheno-

Fat e
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~ menon made another appearance out of the west Aesm,to leave the skies over Sac-~
cramento on a northwest heading. The Gazette allowed that whatever it was, 1t
permitted everyone an extended looke. 29,
Among the groups of witnesses that evening, one ciuster was composed of
State officials and lawyers of repute which fancied themselves above the hysteria
of the profamm vulgus and thus were among the most astonished. - » The

2_,,,, . —
Governor's executive secretary took in the sight with amazement ., appraising the

flicking mystery as definitely not a star(the sky was o,vercast., anyvay) or some
breed of meteor, but undeniably an arc light., The aerial riddle moved with such
quickness, he swore, that he haci to kciep shifting his position as the downtown
buildings intervened, Dignified reticence kept him from endorsing the "Airship"
theory, @ though he \ez=mud that the traveling light was neither a phony nor a
mistak;n celestial body.

District Attorney Frank D, Ryan stared at the spectacular sight and mut-

tered aloud:

And there will be strange sights seen in the
heavens, Wars and rumors of wars, I shall cer-
tainly attend church tomorrow, for this may be the
advent of the millennium,

And then the feeling 'bhat,\mybe he was becomng too serious, Ryan forced
a laugh and turned to thoss around him and spoke in a lighter tone:

That thing is too deep for me, I don't under-
stand it. It might be that aerial travel has been
accomplished, It seems as strange and improbable
as were the inventions of the telephone, phonograph
and the electric power applied to streetcars. 3 p.

The regional military Signal Corps Commander, alsc an onlooker, subscribed

/’h

e




L

Y page 1

i
to the anti-hoax theory and suddenly remembered an inquiry two gentlemen had

made at his office around L o'clock only that afternoon, A Mr. Haines and a
Mr. Fleetheart both said they had the good fortune to have been gazing upward
when an object crossed high overhead in the azure and vanished in the northwest,
The Signal Corps lieutenant assured the two men the dark, misty thing cou]:d only
have been a cloud, but the miffed duo insisted that the rapidity of its passage
and the then clear sky precluded a prank of the weather, Now, an hour and a
half later, a strange flying body had issued from the same compass reading, 30
the officer informed the press that the public could well believe a real air
vessel was of operational status. 3 B

It will be remembered that our mystery light had disappeared to the south
of Sacramento for a short spell. ‘1Ine Livermore Herald fills in an interesting
gap here, ;I‘he Herald quotes two gentlemen who said they had a fantastic en-
counter near Knights Ferry in Stanislaus County(southeast of Sacramento) the
evgnihg of the 22nd, While their buggy rattled aci‘oss a bridge, something mike
a ball of fire" caught their eye about a furlong ahead, The "fireball" rose
slowly and then flew low for 100 yards before beginning a shallow climb,- The
strange thing began its takeoff.in the direction of the perplexed witnesses,
yet made a half circle maneuver to keep its distances At two ‘hu.ndred yards the
men discerned a couple of lights on the "nose" at right angles to the body and
another on the rear as it swung by. The two watched openmouthed as the thing
gathered speed and sp'ed off, In relating their story to the editor of the Herald
the gentlemen discounted the meteor possibi’lit.y;remarking that the thing skimmed
the surface of the groundo:wlif did they want to give credence to the popular
balloon rumors. However, ,\if noic an Airship, then what could it have been? They
lett the editor with statements that the aerial mystery must be shorn of the

burlesque antics of irresponsible newspapermen, for they could vouch for the

N
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authenti‘city of the phenomenon., That is still quite a whopper to tell on the
- (\\ Sabbath; however, in this case a fib was unlikely. ‘The witnesses were two pro-
hd ninent Methodist ministers, Rev. H. Copeland, and Rev, John Kirby. 3z.
One is also inclined to believe these men of the cloth because the descrip-

tion correlates with the one given by nNick White, editor of the iecord-Union:

4,,.(I) at one time saw several smaller light;é' in addition to the larger light.
When the direction(of the Airship) changed, but one of the lights was visible,” ER2 -
avd, st
Back in Sacramento on the 22nd, convinced/crowds,chattered in homes and
hotel lobbies long into the night about the new wonder of science they hadAseen'
with their own eyes., The saloons were doing a roaring business as endless toasts
were offered to the unknown inventor that had finally mastered the age-old dream
of air t.ravel. The VWednesday edition of the Call. that had carried speculation
and told of the Hoboken inventor
on the possible workings of Airships A\was hunted down all over town by non-
subscribers and was not to be had, as the Call editors prouldy related, for "love
e FM:D\-UA.QMJ
’ C or money", Thet A:.ssue was passed around among friends but jealously guarded as
to ownership. Even Walter Mallory, the deputy sheriff, now stepped forward to
be formally listed: as an original Tuesday night witness of the visitant's passage.
Mr, Mallory told everyone he had just left the jail and was waiking near Kearny

and Broadway on Tuesday night when he happened to noticeAa-unusual sights

It was a strong'white light, seemingly moving.
I thought at first it was a balloon attached, but
on a closer observation I thought I recognized a
dark body immediately over the light, somewhat of
a different shape than a balloon, The more I ob-
served it the more puzzled I became as to what it

Wase 34

-. The papers the next day proclaimed that there could be no doubt as to the

O Airship's reality, describing how suddenly and completely skepticism had evapor-

g
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The Great Airship That Is Startlinig the People of Many Cities. Drawn From

'ATTORNEY GEORGE D. COLLINS, Who Kaows the Iveator
of the Great Airship, :

Descriptions of the Inventot’s Attorney, George D. Collins.

o

. o
P s
[ FPUR m%ﬁﬁ Ll o) ok o A 8 o

i
\
!
{
!

Illuetrations taken from the %
gage? of the San Francisco 4
Xaminer printed during the b
1896 airship excitement. Eg
e

R _—



o

®

b page 2}

ated by the display of the previous evening.

The "light" had not finished its nocturnal wanderings, for having left the
Sacramento sky at approximately six o'clock, «% 150 miles to the southwest,a
brilliant shaft of light 1S'a.a Been : over San Leandro, on the East Bay,
south of Oakland, California. This "mys?erj.ous bark", as the Oakland Tribune

termed it, rose and fell in an undulating fashion and was seen by Selby Yost,
a motorman of the Alameda electric railway line(those Car Barn types again), as
well as passengers: C, H, Ellis, a Miss Wilson and an unnamed friend, An un-
identified youth whae had first spotted the "bark" a-nd das 2d to the nearest

"expert" on the phenomenon -- the local streetcar operator. 35: B

A }3'rgF darx shape was ssen emitting a stream of light from its

.

forward part, I\fioated rapidly toward the northwest and then turned in the direc-
tion of Hayward where it vanished in the darkness, Mr. and Mrs. W, Je Rodda,
strolling the street that evening, backed up the witnesses on the Alameda
car, saying they discerned a light in the sky about the same time, 36

The light was Asupposed to have hovered over Saint Mary's College in Oakland
which had reporters knocking on the door of its director, Brother Walter. He

said:

I gave no special thought to the light that
was seen, because there was nothing to attract my
attention to it until I heard some oi the people
about the college discussing the airship story.

I found, upon talking to several students and mem=-
bers of the faculty, that none who observed the
illumnation gave any thought to it except to sur-
mise it was a meteor, although it moved rather
slovwly for that, Nothing, I learned, was visible
except the light, and that was of such a character
as to cause no special comment, 37,

~ .

One would believe the unknown aerial navigator had made a direct transit

from Sacramento to San Leandro, yet accounts have the aerial visitor leaving

.
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the Capitol city on a northwest bearing., Luckily, a telegraphic message was

. ',TJ;LAf A
received by the Sacramento Record-union oftfice reporting;the Alirship ﬁ.&géngM g«lﬁé-wfm

near Folsom, 20 miles west::“éite of the new hydroelectric plant, shortly after
six, moving along on a southern heading before pivoting to a southwestern track,
taking it into a bank of heavy clouds, 8.

At 11 o'clock, Frank Everette, living in Santa (lara, south of Hayward§

glimpsed the light bound for an unknown destination in the southeast. 29 .

e ¥

The foregoing times and direction do torm a rough sequential scheme for - .
the night of the 22nd and make it appe.aaz:' unlikely all of the witnesses had been
inspired by telegraphic accounts, which lends credence to the actual physical
character oi the phenomenon.

Now that thousands had viewed the Airship over Sacramento, the suspense
became unbearable whike waiting tor the genius ;es onsible to land his craft
and exhibit the machine for public inspection.- eiadng ;:t\xe month‘ of:‘ November, :
a_Bay' Area attorney had received assurances from an inventor, whb";z;i.she& to re-

andezd guat
main anonymous, that the problems of air travel had)buen solved, George D, Uol-

lins, who had a law practice in San francisco, let it leak out that a mysterious

DOA
tol. Collins had been impressed with the claims of the unnamed improviser jthat

client of his evidently had been the one cruising among the clouds over the .Cg..pi-

$100,000 and five years had gone into perfecting a 150-foot machine equipped with
canvas wings, Furthermore, this San Francisco member of the Bar declared he had ;
_ 40.

been "favored with a demonstration at a secret location®, Up to the day of the ;
o J.w&c{:{'.uwd‘ J

218t such claims received .\@&W reception, but the sensation at Sacramento ;i
on the 22nd caused the overrunning of Collins' home and office by reporters and d.CwT {—»’Z@t 1
snoops pressing him for details. Backed into a corner, Collins said the aerial ;
!

nocturnal wonder was hidden in a Berkeley barn during the daylight hours, and |

that a mysterious Dr. Benjamin of Ellis Street had something to do with the con-

£
struction of the vehicle.4 That temporarily got everyone off Collins' back and
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rossded 4

self-appointed detectives)searche® kllis Street and Berkeley to run down a lead.

B

N The case began to take on the flavor of a Victorian dime novel,

B St

The November 23rd edition of the Call carried a front page drawing of the

s
"~
e o e gy

"Airship" -- a black, stubby, torpedo garnished with the large fabric wings des-
cribed by Attorney Collins, Even a tale by a San Rafael hunter was entertained

concerning the alleged discovery by him of an Airship machine shop on Bolinas
ame Ko :
Ridge some months earlier. The Call hbelieve@ it was closing in on the story of

the century. 42 .

L a2

The San Francisco Examiner had the young Willia& Randolph Hearst as Editor-
L e . v l - i"
in-Chief, a coming name in sensational journalism, butjke had left the West €oast aeve mazhe

Lwérﬁ»“*&ﬁ and was then in New York at the helm of the Journal-American, a failing daily he

had recently Abeagbt and was now rebuilding in a fierce circulation battle with the v

other metropolitan papers. Even though well occupied with the Journal-American, u

t
'

Hearst kept close control over the Examiner's editorial policies > cgn%tantly :

UO urging more pictures and bigger type. One would have expected the' :I‘;xaminer to '

’ have played up the sensational aspects; yet, the comment in 1ts coluuns on the C"a.«é%ﬁ‘?.&%— ) r“
mystery light was of a lignvhearted nature mixed with considera:bie gtraeightforward
news reporting, In fact, the Examiner didn't even mention the airship business ’
m‘ati.l November 23rd. ‘lhe Examiner even corrected the facts on the meeent Oakland M»J‘ZM‘»P

A-eeaee a.sdx:eported in the Call. 1In a story under the peculiar multi-headings com-

mon to the newspapers of the time: "Queer Things You See When", "A Mysterious

Wanderer of the Skies Perplexes Feople", "The. Sea Serpent Has Drawn in His Horns

P 2o vy

and His Nose is Out of Joint", the Examiner quoted Superintendent Tiffany of the

Piedmont electric road on the aerial "bark". Tiffany said:

I ¢ et et e

I made a thorough investigation today of the
story told by some of our men of an alleged airship
seen floating over Saint Mary's College ..oS0 tar

N as I could learn among our men, none of them saw

=
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anything but a light. I had a long talk with Selby
Yost and he admitted that he saw nothing put a mov-
ing light in the air. The airship proposition was,
I found, not considered tor a moment, 4%,

Ahor it A ursaks and

The talented txaminer cartoonist, James Swinnerton, Apad a field day with

the airshipi;\at the expensé of true belilevers,

papL
The Call, involved in a circulation struggle with the Hearst upeiant, ex-

[

AN NS
pressed a conviction that the kExaminer's negative outlook wasAdue to the fact

that they had been scooped by their crosstown raival.

The November 24th issue of the €all carried charges by-attorney

Collins that:"...2 Chronicle reporter had misrepresented him

(claiming) he had actually seen the airship and was processing a

patent for it." Furthermore that:"...the Examiner sent a2 man

to me today who said they had treated the whole atfair as a huge joke, but iound

that the people were looking at it in a serious manner and they were ready to

¥y

give the news received, regardless oi how improbable 1t might looke He asked

me to give a true account of the matter as far as I knew anything, but when I

denied having seen the machine work or having ridden in it he laughea and said

I was hedging,™ a4, .

Similarly, Collins snapped to a reporter from the San Francisco Bulletin:

"0h; now, what are the papers saying?" "Why, my airship grows larger and larger,

It is expanding indefinitely, The first day I was its sponsor, today I am hedg-

ing it on behalf of its sponsor. Oh, I get lots of funny letters and see lots of

funny people and I think they are likely to get worse, One man wants space for

4s,_

a peanut stand on the airship; another a barber shop."

Newspapers with Collins' remarks hadn't been on the street more than a few

hours when something was spotted hovering high over Sixth and Broadway Streets in

Ozakland,

Around 7:00 that evening the sidewalks began to fill with crowds gawking
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upward, The light would hang motionless and then move around in diiferent
directions., Witnesses said it »performed "evolutions"‘and b]:inked on and‘off.
Reporters noted the more prominent persons among them for their readers: Colonel
Garrity; George Hatton, the managing editor of the Tribune; city electrician
Carleton; and Melvain Holmés, ex-deputy Superintendent of Streets, The aerial
rover, as the Call termed it, seemed to move 'to a position over San Francisco
and then return to tl:xe c_iar:k night\sky over Oakland where it disappeared for awhile, 4%.
T'm'ee man: Jjust so%th of ‘Oe.klancg, at that time,saw a powerful light
southeast of them moving toward the hay. One of the men, Mr. Hooson, made the
observation that: "One peculiar feature of the light was the way it changed
from time to time. It appears as if the operator of a searchlight was placing
red and blue glass before the light occassionally so as to make the light more
noticeable,,.no0 star has ever done that in the past and I am not ready to be-
lieve one is doing any such capers at present," 4t.

The Call quoted Deputy Constable Robinson's estimate that some 5,000 people

were watching when the mystery light reappeared over East Oakland:

-~ rd

—— —————

It wheeled around cver Alamede and then seemed )
to cross cvzr San Leandro tovard Piedmont. By - - ; -
the time it was headsd for Piudmont the ex-
citement was intense, Proprietors and clerks came
to the shops doors, bartenders left their pumps,
ladies stopped walking and directed their attention
heavenward, Cable and electric cars slacked up so
that passengers might peep at the wonderous light.

» ~ ~At the Golindo Hotel the windows were thrown open .
and guests appeared with all manner of spyglasses
and looked at the traveling light. Sometimes they
declared that there were several smaller lights vis-
ible and that they could see a dark object, but it
was too higan in uane air for any of chew to detect
the nature of its wings or tail, if it had any. 48,

v

-

Sometime before midnight the light moved out of sight in a northeastern

direction.
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A cause for confusion was the phantom's habit of popping up again and
again all around the state.
bteering southwesterly at 10 o'clock on the eveming of theZ23rd, the "light®

dropped 1n on Stockton, California, The Stockton Daily Independent carried ac-

counts of citizens seemg. a bmght, swiit light moving through the rainy, black-

49,
curtained sky, Jrom the suburb cf La.throp a MNr, Saguinette telegraphed

that the light #as growinfr rapidly brignter as it approached out

of the dark sky in the north,exclaiming he would try to signal the Airship
5’ v ,(.a:(zﬂ'

to land, A nightwatchman in the area gave testimony that a cigar-shaped sil-
hounette with smoke 1ssuang irom both ends dipped low near the building he was
patrolling )announcing 1ts arrival with two loud booms. Because the guard here

is speaking ’Lﬁout the grounds of the Lathrop State Insane Asylum, it took a bit
of nerve;(bo tell the tale to the lndependent the next morming. The Independent
was presented with another engrossing yarn when a steamboat captain turned up

to demand the local Justice of the Peace prepare an atfidavat dealing with a phe-
nomenon that had disturped his sleep the previous night(the 2uth). The Captain
had the document read, that he had been enjoying ‘l'.hs slumber of the just.lwhen about
mdnight his Chinese cook busted into his cabin yelling excited vanton gibberish,
The cook grabbed his arm and dragged him out on deck to see something. There in
the night sky sas & flying cigar-shaped thing, accompanied by dull thuds, wak.
high-tailing it along surrounded by a "shifting" light. The Chinaman was territied

at the sight and ;)umped ship at the very next mudbank, 5t.

A looal Stockton citizen then atepped forward with this
a.ccount'

W. Bruce Harrison of the Farmer's Union also
saw the 'thing's It was on Thanksgiving(the 26th)
night and he declares that the brandy in his mince
pies was not strong and that there was no sherry in
his plum pudding sauce, He saw the lights out to
the northwest of the city over the tules. He says
it might have been ignus fatuus(swamp gas), but
it was not a lantern tied to a wild goose, nor a

v - o i s imnt e =y 2
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paper balloon, nor a star hidden by the mists. He
does not pretend to say that the thing was an Air-
ship nor that it had people aboard, but he does de-
clare that it was something which he had never seen
before and something which he could not explain and
would like well to have someone else try to. 52.

R ”
As a crowd gathared around the Independent office while &ke reports were

tallied, one townsman offered to pass the hat to raise funds for a trusted and

sober member of the community to spend the night perched atop the highest chu.rch

P -

WP

steeple(with one hand placed over his heart). Still ths disbelieving N

Rl PP

) staff of the Indepsendsent remained sceptical,preferring to

tr«aa.u tne idea of machinery challenging the ¢louds as absurd
"dreams of Verne." Msf i

Big city papers gave news or some scanwreaﬁmgntings over the thinly pop-
ulated western part of San Francisco(at long 1ast)) but a low level swoop over
Market Street never materialized, The Chronicle continmed to report the plight
of attorney Collins harried by fssmg squads of "Baker Street irregulars%, report-
érs, and outright cranks, "Airship" Collins, as he was now known among his de-

Lavaptadilday ok a QL
tractors, changed 'his tune qa.nd denied ever having any knowledgejof a fully com-
pleted aircraft. The Washington, D. C. Patent Office sent disclaimers in response
to a flood of mail inquiring if Collins had applied there; furthermore, the pa-
/

triarch‘?’in residence at the Smithsonian Institution refused even to comment on

atmogpherical apparitions across the continent, S3..

The Sacramento Record-Union continx;e;d to call for an explanation insisting‘
that a dark object carrying an arc light was an undeniable fact, but its nature,
whether natural or supernatural, remained in doubt. “Whether or not it was due
to thé continued publicity,a few Sacramentoans observed a third overflight at
2 o'clo%k on the morning of the 25th,with the object r:usning away to the north-

5

wests -~

Also on the 2bth,the Chronicle felt it was time to ring down the curtain on

!\

"



the Airship operetta and devoted a number of lines to the continuing recanting
by Dr. Benjamin, now nicknamed "Alumirium Benjamin", and "Airship" Collins, plus

their latest woes.s Up and down Market Street reporters polled passersby as to

,mr\
L

=

their opinion, the Chronicle men finding the planets Mars and Venus vying for
first place as the explanation for the "light" in the sky that had been fool-
do e price-
ing impressionable individuals. Dr. Benjamin complained/i}seadé# that he had to
move to escape the curious,and that eating in public restaurants:proved impos~
sible because throngs would quickly gather to stare, giggle, and gesture at the
windows of the establishment. He feared his mind would soon become unhinged.
Collins opened the ‘ednesday edition of a leading newspaper to page 16 and
saw the result of his contradictions-- a2 huge cartoon of himself puffing on an
opium pipe! 5é.
Waning credipility in San Francisco meant little to the wandering enigma,
A perusal of newspapers of various localities elsewhere had the Airship still on
o~ the prowl, S&me. acéounts were o0ld as well as new, -
Q . J. B. Loser, who ran the Analy Hotel in Sebastopol, California, claimed to
have seen a dazzling flying light while enroute to the County seat around the
22nd, s
C. T. Musso, whc; l:xad some fruit orchards near Bowman, Flacer County, told
friends that he had witnessed a singular vision four weeks previous(October 25)
when he beheld: .

P

“‘essthe prettiest sight that his eyes ever
viewed,..(which) appeared to be three very bright
lights moving horizontally and easterly at a rate
of perhaps 100 miles per hour. 58.

-

Mr. A. Ho Thompson concurred by testifying he saw the same aerial display

which he desci'ibed ass:
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",.othree very bright and large lights appear-
ing about eight feet apart, the forward one as be=-
ing larger and brighter than the rest, anda moving

('Q;D horizontally eastward rapidly and gracetullYy...(in
i sight for) several minutes," 59,

Under the heading "Santa Rosa Excited", the San Francisco Call printed a

news dispatch that said:

eseat 7:30(on the night of the 23rd) a light
appeared to be moving in an eastly direction, oc-
cassionally disappearing entirely irom view with a
dull red glow, only to reappear more radiant after
a few seconds, It was impossible to see anytning
beyond the light, owing to the distance. 60-

Also frym Santa Rosa was this report:

On Saturday night(the 21st), just before mid-

night, several reputable gentlemen of this city saw
- a light moving in a southwesterly direction. It

was first observed about two miles southeast of town,
Just above Taylor Mountain, and seemed to come from
the Sacramento vValley., It moved quite swiftly and
-disappeared in the direction of Alameda County. This
is vouched tor by Charles Winters, a well-known mer-
chant, and William Rohrer of the firm Rohrer, Ein-
horne, and Company. ©!.

The San Francisco Bulletin, which had generally ignored the whole airship
upeoar, finally gave in and carried a dispatch from the northern section of
California's great central valley:

At about 6:45 P, M.(on the 2Lith) a crowd which
was standing on the corner of Walnut and Washington

. Streets(Red Bluff, California) noticed almost dir-

° ectly west of them what appeared to be a star; but
which was moving rapidly in a southwestly direction
toward the mountains,

Dr. J. A. Owen, who was in the crowd, called to

ge
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several others who were near, and the crowd watched
the object till it went out of sight over the moun-
tains, C. H. Chase, the attorney, says that he saw
it first while standing on the corner of Main and
Walnut Streets and that it was rapidly moving toward
Leesville, He watched if for about twenty minutes at
the end of which time it disappeared over the moun-
tains, Mr, Chase says that it was going directly
west, as part of the time when the ship was on this
side of the mountains andssuutggp.bgzgould see the
surmit of the mountains above 1t;ﬂne noticed that it
was not going north or south, but appeared to be get-
ting further away., Soon after the object had passed
out of sight a telegram from Chico was received stat-
ing that the object had passed over there a few min-
utes previous, H2Z.

The Chico Enterprise confirmed the San Francisco Bulletin's account re-

ceived from Red Bluff:

' the Lkt arma o it

When tirst seen last evenln?gsouth ot this ,
city and gradually travled to the horth with an
irregular motion finally disappearing behind the
trees,

rarties who witnessed the strange sight from
the Normal building(a small teachers college now
the site of Chico State College) perhaps had a bet-
ter view of the phenomenon than any one else in this
city. To them the lLight appeared to be about the
size: of a ball, which threw rays oi light from four
or five difierent sides., From the elevated position
on the Normal building 1t could also be plainly seen
that the mysterious object was moving, as though it
were coming to the ground, and then rise high in the
air, all the time pursuing its northward course. &3,

The Bulletin's ded Bluff dispatch continued:

W. H, Huges, a carpenter, climbea to the top
of the(Hea Bluff) City Hall af'ter it had disappeared
and says that atter making a iew turns it came back
over the mountains and a few minutes later again
" passed over this place. 4 telegram was a short time
later received trom Leesville saying that the strange
craft had gone as far as that place ...several people
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say not only the light was visible, but on the re-
turn trip the body ot the object was seen, ‘he wit-
nesses compared it 1n shape to an egg. &4,

Again the Chico interprise contirmed the flight path of the mystery light.
The light,.or an ob;]ect bearing a laght, had retraced its flight path and tlew

by Chico once more:

esed bright light was seen west of this city
apparently at a distance of about 6 miles, The
light was a whitish color, and had the appearance
of an electric light,

Second Streed was thronged with men, women and
children who had heard of the strange light, but had
not before had the privilege of seeing it. ©5.

Klsewhere the llacer Herald, printed in Auburn, California, told its readers:

Several citizens...assert they dascovered a
bn.ll:.antly lighted barrel-shaped object passing
over town Wednesday(November 25th) night. It was
'away up in the sky' as they put ite...(and) tra-
veling very rapidly and had a sinous motion up and
dom. 66- \

And then there were two items from the Hayward, California, area, A man

named Webb told George Oakes, the editor of the Hayward Journal, the light was

seen by him and his family over Hayward traveling east toward Castro Valley on .
Wednesday about 9:30., The spectacle rust have been convincing, for a certain
Fred Hoyt stated to Oakes he probably saw and chased on foot the same leisurely
floating énigma nearl Liedel place close to San Lorenzo., Hoyt had fallen head-
long into a ditch while running in pursuit, 67.

Still more. A story in the Call titled: "San Jose Startled”, dated No--

vember 2l , stated:
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eee11 0'clock & bright light moving rzpidly in
the heavens toward Gilroy, was testified to by bu-
gene Barre, Dan Manming, and Jerre Sullivan, who are
employees of the Sunset Telephone Company. About
one hour afterward others saw the same mysterious
light moving northeastiy very rapidly, as if it were
returning from the direction of Gilroy. &8

The airship business was also still making headlines in the Bay Area in
regards to who was responsible for the construction of the craft., W. Ho He
Hart, one time Attorney General, -had<beem convinced, apparently by one of the
dozens of local "airship inventors”, amd stepped forward to claim that he was
in secret cmnzon with the mysterious genius,j\re;)‘;.’aclng Collins as the focus
of attention, K"You k:mw the idea is not now to get it patented, but to use 1t
for war purposes(leveling Hav.vzu'xa)."'69

Almost overlooked among the Airship stories was a sad note from Oakland.
John Graiser had schemed since 1880 to perfect a contrivance for navigating the
atmospheric sea, Laboring tor years, existing in squalor, Griser's spare time
and tunds had gone into the building of a rickety, wood-iramed Airship behind
his modest house near Lake Merrit, After a score of attempts to get his device
off the grouna he believed he was close to success by the iall ot 189, Wwhen
the newspapers began headlining stories of an Airship already in the air, he went
out to the shea in his back yard, took one last look, and then kicked sixteen

-~

years work _to kandling. e
The 02l let the world know that iour strong men had formed the "Mission"
Dolores Vigilance Committee"™ to track down and punish practical jokers with bal-

loons, Apparently, this article was meant to intimidate the

Exauingr which was sending aloft toy balloons to hoax '

airs?;p beliavers and eubarrass the Call and Caronictla.

The Call had found the airship good front page stuff for over a week, with
I \
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the lawyer Collins and "M.uminum;' Benjamin providing local excitement, Now
Collins had washed his hands of 1;he vhole matter and Dr. Benjamin had fled
into hiding leaving what personal effects he had heft behind in his apartment
to be auctioned off, However, local curiosity still contimed., As workers

cleaning out Dr. Benjamin's apartment speculated on some copper dental fittings

. found, a few reporters still around scribbled down the laborers' remarks that

perhaps the metal was meant for bomb cases.72 ®

The San Francisco Bulletin and Examiner had been unenthusiastic all along
and the Chronicle threw in the si:onge on Wednesda.y)the 25th jwhen Collins recanted.
The Chronicle, on the 25th, titled a special article: "Mars and Venus under Su=
spicion", "Planets Stay Out Late at Night", “Airsnip Hunters Seek Them®, and
"Conjurer Collins Explains the Reasons Why He Didn't Do What He Did". And on
the 26th, when the dispatch from Red Bluff and points north came in, the Chronicle
carried them, but also included editorial opinion of a negative natur;a under the
headings: "The Airship Craze Fast Fading Away" and "Star-gazing Has Ceased",

\ To keep some life in the Call's news leadership, the paper needed two things.
First of all, loc¢al airship news was essential. Secondly, the Call needed an ex~
clusive pipeline to the center of the mystery to keep the public plu.pking down
their nickles for the latest revelation,

4§ex-At'borney General, W, H, H, Hart, fortunately had come forward to re-
place Collins as a spokesman for another secretive airship inventor. 4 bearded,
distinguished-looking gentleman, Mr, Hart filled the bill as a convincing source
of information. Or so it seemed. The mysterious airship owner, Hart assured the
public, would without a doubt demonstrate his craft in the daytime for all to see
at some future date he would soon announce,
The Call announced Hart as tne new custodian of the aerial nlécn::Lne secrets

-

on the 25th. On the 26th, the Call carried a story that expanded on W, H. He.
\ .
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Hart's claims which the Call backed up with the headline: "The Mystery Again
Seen at the Capitol". Without a close perusal one would think the Call was
offering a new airship epirsode, however, the information was merely a retelling
of the sighting over Sacramento the evening of November the 22nd-.13' The Call had
lacked the second ingredient vital to a frgnt page treatment and that was some
local aerial maneuvers by the elus:we'a.l: &gs'.p. ’

Luckily, the unidentified voyager of the air put in an appearance over San
Jose at the south end of San Francisco Bay on Thanksgiving eve, the 26th, in
front of some excellent witnesses. The Call carefully gathered what information
it had on hand and hit the streets ox; Sunday, the 29th, with a full page spread
built around the San Jose sighting with statements by Frofessor Cross, Lean of
the University of the Pacific, and Professor H, B. liorcester, two who saw the
passage of the mystery light with -their-very:own-eyes, On the same page was a
full statement over Hart's signature again affirming the existence of an aerial
ivaention,w;hat&would soon be perfected and dispatched to aid Cuban insurgents
fighting their Spgnish overlordse

A friend ot Professor M., S, Cross, Professor H, B, Worcester, President oif

Garden City College, gave an account of what happened on the night of the 20th:

-
L.

* There was a small party at my house in tast

San Jose on Thanksgiving {‘sy and 1t was prolonged

e until about 7 o'clock in tue evening, The com-
pany then retired to the iront of the house to en-
Jjoy some music and I went into the rear yard to .
get a lantern. I happened to look up and saw sev-
eral miles away, apparently about Uollege Park or
Santa Clara, a large iLight moving rapidiy toward
San Jose, In fact I surmised 1t was the myster-
ious light which people had seen and which was
said to be attached to an airship. 1n order to
call the attention of those in the house to the
same I ran around the house to save time and cal-
lea out that the airship was passing, Everyone

rushed out into the front yard.
\ .
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Within the time it had taken me to run around
the house the light had changed course from east to
southwest and had traveled several miles and was in
line with the southern portion of San Jose. The en-
tire party saw the moving light go west, then turn
south and then change to the southeast, We watched
the light finally disappear behind the horizon.

when the ship turned to the southeast I could
distinguish two lights, one behind the other, The
single light first seen was ahout the size ot an
engine headlight and nad more of the apyearance of
a large incandescent light than anything else., It
was moving at the rate of from 60 to 100 miles an
hour only a few moments before it had disappeared
behind the horizon.

There were three things regarding the light
whach impressed me, viz.: 1ts velocity, its regu-
lar movement and its apparent intelligent control
eeel have seen many fire~balloons, but the light I
saw had none of the characteristics of such a toy.
Its velocity was great tor a balloon on such a still
night and its movements too regular, The light was

~about 1500 feet high when iirst seen and may have
continued at that elevation, but it appeared to low-
er as it disappeared...the party consisted of Fro-
fessor Cross, Dr, and Mrs. Allen, Colonel and Hrs,
Moore, Miss Annie Chase, and Mrs. Worcester. 74

Professor Cross backed up his colleague:

I was visiting at the residence of Frofessor
Worcester and was called into the yard by him to
view the airship., whether it was in ract an air-
ship of course [ am not prepared to say, but cer-
tain it is there was a rapidly movang light in the
heavens far too large and bright to be an electric
street lighte To my eye.it appeared to be about
six inches in diameter. It was moving in a southe-
westerly direction and apparently at a high rate
of speed,

The motion was not steady. It wavered and
swerved, rising and falling slightly. The motion,
however, was not that of a balloon, I have ire-
quently watched ballons in the air, and the motion
of this light was in no way suggestive oi the man-
ner in which L have always seen them bahave, Iiiore-
over, 1t was a quiet night. what slight wind there
was 1 think was trom the south, et this light
traveled rapidly in a southernly direction. As it
left us the light seemed to broaden. This suggest-
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ed to us that there might be two lights which as
the craft swung broadside to us joined rays and
gave the appearance of a wide streak of light. 75 .

Professor Worcester described the light's undulatory, bat-like flight,
as suggestive of "the alternate flapping of wings." That statement gave the
Call the chance it needed and it wasn't long before & farmer, John Bawl, was
located to testify that he had discerned wings propelling the mystery object.75°

While the San Francisco papers continued to entertain their readers with
personalities and gadgets, the mystery light began to shift its attentions
elsewhere,

At Modesto, on the 26th, around 10:30, the cashier of the First National
Bank, J. E. Viard, alerted his friends and neighbors to witness the passage of
some flying lights thought to be the famous airship. Deputy Treasurer W. B..
Bell; C, P, Schafer, the bookkeeper of the First National Bank; County Treasur-
er W, A, Downer; and Armory L. J. Maddux joined Ward to see the lights tloat by
at\a great height in a northwesterly direction.77

Also on the 27th, observers in and around the city of Woodland intormed the

Woodland Daily uvemocrat that bright and unusual lights were seen in the sky ily-

ing in a southwest direction around 10 P.,M. Accounts mention that ‘at first the
display was believed to be a group of stars.78'

The strange light began to shift more and more to the south as telégraph
dispatches tollowed its progress toward the Los Angeles area. .

In Fresno, Califormia, at 6:30 on the evening of the 25ththe airship

#as geans ‘- -
~ " 2lesetraveling high up in the western hori-
zon in a northwestern direction...{(it was in sight
from) two to seven minutes...(and appeared to be)
- several nmiles distant, It sailed toward the earth
for a time and then took a sudden swoop upward.
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The laght was not at all like a star, and its pe-
culiar motion makes it altogetner unlikely.

The light seems to be double as it there were
one in iront of the craft and one behind. The
light was irregular as if it were being turned in
ditferent directions. 79,

In Visalia, California, The leekly Delta carried this about a sighting on

the evening of the 26th:

es+a number of people in the south part of
town saw the vessel in the air and the sight
created considerable excitement. £E. O. Larkin
testitied that last(Tuesday) night about 7 o'
clock Mrs, k. M, Jeiferies came rushing over to
his house exclaiming: 'come see the airship.'

At farst it seemed to be traveling a north-
westerly course at an apparent speed of a train
of cars in a straight line; then it moved upward,
then aownward, then to the right and again to the
lef't, but all the time moving onward in its north-
westly course until it fainally passed out of sight
as if it had gone beyond the Uoast Range mountains,
and in the direction of San Francisco.

® Sometimes on its course the light would dis-
appear for a moment as if behind some object, but
it would emerge aga.n as bright as ever. The same
night it appeared over Hanford(about 20 miles west
of Visalia)...the Hantord Sentinel says that the
aerial visitor was seen by will Mathewson and Hort
Hornbea(who)e..Saw a great light at an angle of L5
degrees in the heavens...The light was not a bull's-
eye lantern because it was too high up; it was not
the north star because it was too low down; it was
not a comet because it had no tail.

The light was surrounded by a halo the pris-
matic beams of which so dazzled the eyes of the be-
holders the true form of the ship was obscured.
The light was a reddish hue. Its course seemed to
be from Bald mountain, northeast skirting the bound-
ary line between Kings and Fresno counties, thence
in and across the counties of Fresno and Madera
toward Mariposa where it was lost to view in the
horizon. 8¢,
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In Bakersfield, California, on the night of the 26th:

(0 :

Several parties declare they saw the airship
about 8 o'*clock...in the heavens over toward Tejon.
Mr, Goode, the fruit vender, was one of the parties.
He declares that all he could see was a monster red
looking light, while the others who saw it claim
that something encased the light. Mr. Goode says
his eyes are bad and in consequence he could not
see as well as the others. 8}

In Bakersfield again on the night of the 27th:

A, Hughes of Hughes Drug Store saw something
against the western sky in the early evening...'It
looked like a great moving white looking light sime
ilar to a street electric light not very high mov-
ing slowly south.' Mrs, Webster said that on
Thanksgiving(the 26th) she was driving home from
Poso and saw it...'show blue and white lights. Seen
through a telescope it looked 1like a balloon in con-

,p struction as it glided slowly toward the south.'g 2.

W. H, Sanborn and Robert Blodge confirmed the presence of something odd in
the sky over the Bakersfield area on the night of the 27th when they told the

local paper, The Daily Californian, they:

eso8aW the mysterious light low in the south-
western heavens 7:30 Friday while looking out the
back of Mc Kelvery's store. They declared it moved
out of sight in a short space of time and it also
had a descending and ascending or undulatory move-
ment. It was a very laige, bright light. inese
gentlewen do not claiwm that it was an airship, but
a mysterious moving light, and that's alle 83

t

- A singular report among the last sightings around the state was that of

-
A *
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the episode at Tulare, Calitormia, on Hovember 29, 1896:

o
O Over one hundred 1ulereans positively assert
that they saw the now famous Airship that has been
wandering around in differen. sections oif the state.
Those who saw it say it iirst appeared just west of
town last eveming about { o'clock, between the resi-
dences of E., T, Cooper and Mrs, C. Castle. It came
down quaite a dastance, then went up and took a
straight shoot for Hanford(westward). Red, white,
and blue lights were seen in succession, but no part
of the ship was seen, They seemed to have perfect
control of the ship, as they moved it around in many
different directions. It was seen from every section
of the city, and many people watched it as long as it
was in sight(15 witnesses named in the news account). 84,

About 35 mles south of Tulare the same night there came this account:

Reports came from Delano that the airship was
seen there Sunday night, The whole population
B turned out to gaze at the heavenly visitor and there
Q ' is abundant assurance that if not a real airship
. there is sti1ll something mysterious floating in the
air. 85

The San Francisco Call notified ocitizens in northern California
on December lst that the skies over Los Angeles had finally

been visited. It seems tnat on November 30th:

.esStrange lights made rapid flights over the
San Fernando Valley, in Los Angeles County. Last
night the people of Los Angeles City were treated
to the strange sight. Two fixed laghts passed over
- the city at a high rate of speed and at a very great
distance from the earth, A third laght that appeared
to have all the characteristics of a searchlight in
the hands of a ski1llful manipulator was also seen in
conjunction with the two fixed lights. These passed
according to reports from the northwest to the south-
. east, and two hours later they reappeared, passing
.from the southeast to the northwest, SG.
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The Times had ignored reports of strange flying lights in the air over
Los Angeles on Friday, November 27th, but when there was more on the 30th the

paper published the previous accounts:

Last Friday evening numerous citizens of Los
Angeles discovered a bright light in the heavens
near the southern horizon, It was first observed
about 6 o'clock and attracted the attention of many
people who were on their way home. The most intel-
ligent account of this particular appearance of the
phenomenon is that given by Capt. Frank B, Taylor,
United States Army, North Key West Street. About
6:3u rriday evening Capt. Yaylor was called out by
a neighbor and his attention was directed to the
light which was then near the horizon. To the naked
eye the object seemed like a tixed star, although
no scintillation was perceptible Capt. Taylor brought
out a field glass and made a careful observation.
In describing the light as it appeared through the
glass, he said: 'The light was apparent at a consi-
derable distance perhaps tifteen or twenty miles
through the glass it appeared pear~shaped or like a
soap bubble when suspended from the pipe, With the
apex tilted a little to the left., About one-fiith
of the surface, on the left hand side, was dark and
. and the remainder was very bright and covered at reg-
ular intervals with still more brilliant spots. 1t
was up about 20 or 25 degrees in the heavens anda
appeared to be moving away in a southwesterly direc-
tion. I watched it through the glass ior about ten
or tifteen minutes., It finally disappeared apparent-
ly going toward the ocean, I did not think it was
an airship. It seemed probable that 1t was some
novel affair sent up by someone to impose on people.
It might have been a fire balloon, although it hardiy
had that appearance. 1 could not see any indication
of a car or any other attachment, though if there
were anything of the kind it probably would not have
been visible, §7 ‘

NAJN A~
On November 30, sa2y at nedlands, Calitornia, claim to have been the last
to catch a glimpse of the brilliant sky light that Monday eve. And at the other
extreme end of the state two gentlemen, E, G. Case, grand chieif ranger of the

Ancient Order of Foresters of the lacific, and William Held, oificial steno-
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grapher of the local Superior Court of Ukiah, California, were on their way
to Potter Valley, twenty miles north of Ukiah, when they encountered the "air-
ship"s About two miles from their destination and around 7:30 P.M., on Novem-
ber 28, the "object" passed so close to the double team ot horses that the
animals became panicky. Llhe two telephoned Ukiah from Held, Calitornia, with

a short message that they had seen the "aerial wonder. It was cigar-shaped

and wvas evlidently suspended from a balloon,'™ es.

A news dispatch from Anderson, California, told of something spotted near

there on the 28th, about an hour after the report from near Potter Valley:

e«esothe aerial monster passed over Anderson last
evening about 20 minutes past 8. Her citizens claim
to have seen the stranger in its flight.

It was first observed from the corner of East
Center and Ferry Streets by a rerutable citizen no-
ticing a peculiar light to the west. He called the
attention of others to the seemng phenomenon, and
quite a crowd collected. It was generally conceded
that this must be the long-talked-of airship. Its

» course was south to west, and the lights soon dis-
appeared in the south. The light was large and bril-
liant and seemed to move in a steady course, 89,

The stories of regular overflights of California cities had an unnerving
effect on He W, Herne of Portland, Oregon. A loner and an éccentric, Herne

became depressed at frequent reports of a successful airship, According to

neighbors, Herne "became violently excited over the airship stories and declarec'l
one of his ideas was stolen in its makeup." Barricading himself in his home and
refusing food, the brooding recluse was finally hauled off to the insane asylum
by authorities, 2

The San Francisco Call squeezed a ﬁ.ngl drop of :mk out of the controversy

by attacking its arch rival, Randolph Hearst's Examiner, maintaining that the
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two Hearst papers, one on the west coast and the other on the east coast, had
\‘ f} engaged in a two-faced game. The Call knew Hearst tightly controlled the
- editorial policies of both the bkxamuner and the New York Journal, and 1t appeared
the Airship business had been enlisted to do battle in the young journalist's
attempts to draw readers away from other newspapers, The truth had evidently
been an early casualty. Hearst's San Francisco paper warred against the Call's
big headlines about mysterious Airships by vigorously blaming the aerial visions
on those under the spell of the Roman god Bacchus,while the Jouﬁualie;ﬁted New
Yorkers with sensational tales of pow_ered balloons zipping all over California.
Leaving nothing to chance, Hearst had artists on the Journal's staif sketch
picturesque impressions of the Airship right down to the wiring on the rudders.
The Call printed selected excerpts from both Hearst papers for side by siqe
comparisons, ol.
The impression received from the California "airship" news reports would
Q play an important role during the summer of 1897, for an important event had
taken place on November 24, 1896, On the 21;1‘,h,7;;L mysterious phenomenon had
appeared in a state other than California. .
By an odd coincidence, the tirst appearance eutside Calitornia of what
would become a national sensation by April, 1897, took place in the same area
a pilot would see nine unexplained flying objects on June 2, 1947, and that
Wwould %atex create another and greatsr sensation. T
On Noveuwber 24, 1896 the following occurred in the state ’

i

of Washington: _ -

L

. Last Tuesday nignt the operator of the airship
is believed to have visited and explored the top of
| Mount Tacoma(Rainier), Tuesday night druggist
George St. John closed his drugstore on Pacific .
- Avenue at 11:30 and went home, He reached his res-
‘ . idence on Tacoma Avenue fifteen minutes later and
(C Y ) i soon retired, It was a beautiful moonlight night
~ and the window curtains a few feet away from the
bed weré up,
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Before Mr. St., John could drift off to sleep he was auwaken by his
wifes

Just about 12 o'clock Mrs. St. John saw the :
strange light and called her husband's attention to
it. It appeared to be high up in the heavens east ,
of Mount Tacoma and moving in a southeastly direc-
tion. The distance from Tacoma must bave been at
least fifty mles, They watched the heavenly stran-
ger over an hour. They first saw it through a north !
window in their room but after a while they could t
see it through a window several feet further south
without having changed their positions. This proves
that the airship traveled a long distance during the
time they were watching it,
Mr, St. John says that vari-colored lights were
shot forth in all directions. They were emitted
from each end and both sides., Sometimes the light
at one end or one side would be cut off, Some ot the
lights were white, others red, blue and green. These
four sgides were distinctly visible, Vhen all the
lights were shining the aerial monster seemed incased
in a brilliant glow, having the appearance of a pow-
ertul electric searchlight, The size then seemed to
be that of an arc light, It flashed often sending the
various colored rays shooting out from the center in
every direction like spokes in the hub of a wheel.
Sometimes it had a waving motion and swayed back and
forth in its course through the heavens like a vessel
at sea in a storm, but the undulating motion was its
chief course, being varied by frequent dartings,
The moonlight was not strong enough to permit
a distinct view of Mount Tacoma, but the airship was
seen to approach the neighborhood of the mountains
at what seemed to be its exact height, and dart
hither and thither as if an exploration was in progress, SL

e =

-+ -

The identity of the California sky light or uwhatever it was, has
never been established, Though everyone at the time insisted

the mystery was due tao e;ther a hoax, a natural phenomenon of
some kind, or & n airship of t1m1d inventor, one gentleman of
that Victorian age, a detective named William Ahern, conducted
his oun indrhiry and came to the following remarkable conclus-
ion:g

-
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«+. there is nothing improbable about our re- :
cent Airship visitor., The only doubt that can arise
is as to the origin of this particular messenger,

In my investigations of this subject it would
seem that this visitor is from our neighboring planet
Mars, We know from the evidence of scientists and as-
tronomers that Mars is many millions of years older
than this Earth. It is but reasonable to agree and
conaiderthat the inhabitants of our planetary neigh-
bor are more advanced in the sciences and have more
knowledge of the use of the great scientific power
than the denizens of the rarth, Many thousands of
years of experience have given the pertection of in-
vention which would appear marvelous to our making
{sic) people.

The Lord Commissioner of Mars had evidently
sent one of his exploring expeditions to the younger
but larger world.

The Airships are constructed of the lighest and
strongest fabrics and the machinery is of the most
perfect electrical work,

Aluminum and glass hardened by the same chemical
principles that form diamonds contribute the chief
materials of their most perfect Airships.

When in use these vessels at a distance have the
appearance of a ball of fire being operated by the
electric current generated on such vessels,

The speed of our Martian ships is very great and
can be registered to the rapidity of a thousand miles
a second,

in fact, with the Martian ships space is almost
annihilated. These aerial craft can so adopt their
course that when they desire to rest they can anchor
within certain degrees of latitude and wait for the
revolution of the Earth, for resistance to bring any
particular locality desired much nearer then without
the necessity of any aerial navigation.

On Mars, all the great electrical power is con-
verted by the waves of the ocean, thus making elec-
tricity a common utility for everything necessary for
the arts, science, manufacturing, transportation, etc.

It is supposed that the Lord Commissioner of Mars
is sending out his Airship seeking to establish at
least telegraphic or telephone communication between
the planets,

It is probable that in a short time his ambas-
sador will make a call on the President. Perhaps they
are delaying until McKinley assumes the administration
of affairs on the heory there may be more advanced
ideas in his head, 93,

ot
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Chayuter note

‘f‘ & pr ‘«,;-r;n,v.ka H.
On April 24, 196&,/19@ saw a mysterious ellipsoid resting on slender

metallic legs in the desert a few miles south of Socorro, New Mexico., Near the
object were two small figures in white coverall type sﬁ\'ss.m,(retraat.ed inside
the oval machine when a police patrol car drove toward the scene to investigate.
Spurting flame from its bottom, the craft flew away in a horizontal direction
barely a dozen feet above the small mesquite bushes that dot the arid area.
Thoug%im fdid not get near enough to make out small details, an "insignia™
in the form of red geometric lines was seen on the side of the object,

Authorities investigated the incident and found that the report seemed very
sound and well substantiated, When the govermment denied that the object was
American made, the episode became an overnight national sensation.

But the Socorro case was not the only report of something unusual in the
region, Within a week many odd sightings were reported to local newspapers.

A '"ball of fire' landed and then took off close to a radio station at Las
Vegas, New Mexico,

A gentleman living in Edgewood, New Mexico, emptied his revolver at a large
egg-shaped object hanging motionless 100 feet in the air,

State polic?: jore evening watched a strange glowing object hover over the
Port of Entry buirlding south of Las Cruces and then move slowly west to a posi-
tion over Demng, New Mexico,

On April <9, a group of witnesses in El Paso, Texas, saw an egg-shaped
object drop down out of the sky and hover a snort disuvance away. One of those

watching it, a ten year old girl, stood her ground when the rest drew back.
The young girl had to be treated shortly afterwards by a doctor for burns about
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the face, apparently inflicted by some sort of infrared radiation.

The El Paso Herald-Post carried one story in particular on the 28th of
April that stands out from the rest., A group of eight youngsters saw something
in the air over their school in El Paso and they made this statement: "It seemed
to be floating in the air covered with something like a sheet. It was about 5'--
6' tall and sort of egg-shaped."
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’ THE THING OF WHEELS AND CRANKS AND FROLIC,
\

Oh, say, you airy phentom,
Far up aloft afloat,
Are you some nervous goblin
Who likes to steer a boat?
Say, do you uss the atmosphere,
A8 others use the sea?
And as you note our wonder
Do you chortle in your gles?
YOu hang out'lights of.warning.
Across the misty sky,
But then you quickly vanish-
Ch, how? and whence? and why?

Some have not had the honor

To see your trailing gleem,
Yot 'tis against all reason

To say the others dream.

Some have not heard the voices
Your crew sends forth at night,
But still, as a phenonenon,

We vote you out of sight,

We cannot sclve the problem:
Are you all gross, materigl?
With wheels, joints and engines-

Or wraithlike and ethereal?

We'd like to learn about you;
Permit us then to guess,

For you have got us rattled
To a point of keen distress.

Are you a2 Shortridge thunder bird,

Turned loose among the stars
From interstellar spaces

To scare the —varlike lars?
Or does the ghosat of Hornbrook
Whirl dosn the glant void,
Revisiting the worldings

Hlis fables once annoyed?

Flammaricen predicted
That stars sould fall as rain-
S0 far as we have noticed
The most of them refrain.
To bring a pour of stars it sesas
Was qulite beyond his power,
But lights lakes yours way indiocate
He did ascare up a shower.
Magnetic currsnts-{sarsome,veird-
Mayte have miade ths flash
To let the erring mortal know
His globe i3 soon to crash.

One aditor is cariain
You rsally ars a snip,

'And most adroitly manage

To give his sleuths the slip.

He thinks that now, or latery,

" The human race will fly;

So can't you, as a favor, soon
Take him aboard and try?

For if your motive poser consisis
Of force akin to wind,

He 18 28 largs a bag of that
As you will ever find.

OQur faith it might be stronger,
But esarth iz rich in liars
WTho do not pause to pondsr

Ths future and its fires.

They'd s6e a ghost on every cloud
To sell the tale for space,
And spend the price for pie and cake
Wherswith to fead ths face.

But come agaia, oh, toy balloons!
We rather like your style-
We sde’ your oatoh of .sugkers

And join you in a smile.

The San Franscisoco Examinsr.

November 26,1896,pags 13.
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Chapter Threse

The "Airship" Moves East

About the time the last word was heard on the "California
Airship" in December 1896, the sparsely populated range lands
of central Nebraska became the haunt of the sky ghost. Nebraskah
opinion varied as stories reached Omaha about the strange
skylight seen over the rual regions to the west. Some supposed
unusual atmospheric disturbances were responsible, while others

guessed the lights were probably artifical and controlled by

=~ & human agency.

From Decsmear to Feb;uaryekylight stories from the interior of
the state continued to mount, ‘yet soms still attributed the
reports to "distorted imaginations and befogged fancies", but
the believers in the phenomenon gained considerable ground
as the 1ist of witnesses kept growing and the popular rumor
whioh asserted that the world's first successful alrship was
being tested secretly under the cover of night, seemed to be
bore out by claims whioh stated the lights often moved swiftly
through the air,

Around tae first of March a big light appeared in the sky
south of Omaha, ocausing a lot of spectulation, but nothing
definite was visible."

Two weeks later, March 1llth, the puzzling sky light sailed
into view over southern Omaha about 9:30 p.m., coming out of
the southeast, The light floated to the west, and then to ths
north, before passing out of sight. It was visible for 30
minutes., A group of people on the way home fromkn evening

churoh service saw the light.,
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/ the light, and it appeared at 10 o'clock. This time

p.48

Among those returning from church was a Mr. J.J. Copenharve
who testified: v o

. "We thought at first it was a balloon...If there is
\ such a thing as an airship, however, I believe now
| that it was one. There was a bright light, about a
| foot in diameter, and some of us who saw it thought
» we oould distinquish some dark body below the light, .
| but we might have been mistaken in that." Z.

o o i

Railroad men working in the Omaha railroad yard said the

light altered its course to a northwest heading before dis-

appearing below the horizon.z'

The skylight excltement smoldered for about two weeks and

then burst into full flame with massive sightings at the end
of March:

northern Kansas towns are excited over the appearance
of a strange light which has been semn in t1e western
sky for sever al nights. Reports from some localities
are that it is an immense ball of fire, while other
observers say 1t resembles an airship.
J.A. Rea of Belleville, reports that the light hovered
over the city three~quarters of an hour Friday night
and then moved rapidly away. It looked half the size of
1 & locomotive headlight and was of & bluish tint.
Last night hundreds of Bellville people watched for |

!
{
; "Topeka, March 28, Residsnts of a dozen or more
|
|
}

the light was so strong that it reflected brightly
through the windows., Several peopls who locked though
a strong glass colaim they could distinquish the outline
of an airship.
About 8:30 o'oclock last night a strange light appeared
in the sky west of Topeka, evidently the one reported
at Bellville. It was about the shape and twice the
size of a man's hand and was blood red. It was travel-
ing slowly in & northerly direction. It was in sight
about half an hour and then disappeared with a flicker
like a candle put out by the wind.
Several hundred people witnessed the light from the
State-House steps. Among them was Gov. John W. Leedy.
He said:'That 1&5)\very strange light. I don't know what
it is, but I hope it will solve the railroad problem.
If it is an airship maybe it will?t,
The light was also seen last night at Atchison,
Hiawatha, Halton, Concordia, and elsewhere.® l}»
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Like the first sightings of the mystery lig:t over Sacramento,

California on Noverber 17, 1896, various individuals were

;TN
)
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quick to seek a limited fame by claiming knowledge of an
operational airship of a conventional design. A Topeka news-
paper carried a story on March 29th which declared that a
local farmer had stated an airship's grapnel had snagged his
trousers, picking him up and dumping the poor sodouster in a
pasture among his grazing cows, The account was annexed with
an assertion of the farmer's reputation of truthfulness. 5.
Whether under the influnce of April Fools Day or simply the
fact many were caught up in the general enthusiaum of man's
first experiments in aerodynamics, a rash of alrship sightings
broke out on April lst. Galesburg, Michigan residents claimed
that a sky guest of giant dimensions, black in the night

(:} heavens and :forting a brilliant headlight, visited that
town that day. On the same eveing, Everett, Kansas, alerted
neigthfing%Owna that an airship had spent the late'night
hours over that city edee;llluminating the sky with a white
headlight while a greenish-~vlue glow emanating from the air-

ship itself?' Both accounts contained additional details. At

Calesburg, it was alledged by a’few people that human vooles '
Aounld L,

woPe heard. . And - at Everett, for several minutes, the outlines
of the mystery vessel were alledged to have been seen by a
number of others which indicated an airship of familar design:
gas bag, basket, and wings,
Notwithstanding that 1t was the first day in April, the ; -~
holiday dédicated.to practical jokes, Kansas City, Kansas,
AL succumbed to the airship affliction:

"At 8 o'cloock last night...the'strange lights!
appeared in the sky south of ...(the) city and

!

i
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caused the highest interest among the psople.
To those who saw the lights all talk of Venus
and other planets will not be listened to.
one man put it, Venus dces not go zig-zag
oriss-cross along the horizon, as they dec
this light does." @,

cter for UFO Studies
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A situlation developed that was identlical ©
flap in California the previous Novamber. Numerous reports
of moving lights in the night sky pored into the offices of
the nearest newspapsr. Inevitably someone with ambitions
exceeding his more conservative neighbors would boast the
vision of an eagle and give testimony that he had caught a
glimpse of the physical features of the aerial craft, pro-
posing the mystery ship to be something within the bounds of
advanced Viotorian science. Editors, beset by so many sightings
of an unexplained nature, printed the only amai&aiig!and one
might say pausable, details availatle which turnedfito be
dirigible descriptions.

Oooaéflonally, editors attempted to back off and regain their
objectivity. The Kansas City Times, on April 2th, for example,
seridusly questioned the airship sightings and printed only
what scanty facts it could ;obtainéﬁﬁggg’glowing points of
light. The Times could only print that a odd light flew over

the citf?iittle after 8:00 the prsvious eveing, sending out a-
white colored ray that eventually turned a red hue.9' SN P
Again, on April 6th, dispatches from Omaha carried reports of
the ghost of the heavens. It was stated some members of a local
fraturnal order ware alerted to the passage qf the mystery
craft, light, or whatever, when the glare produced by it 1it up

the interior of their mesting hall. Apparently the sky vessel
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#as relatively close bscause.it c2used a rush to the windows
by the members. The Knights.claim8d-théy -got-a:peek atsthel uis
wrafi.but-their-discriptions .mention- gnly;a metéllic ldoking.-
tubé.of :some sart.about 3'x20! anm wing flapping gas bag. /°-
By the 10th of April the Chicago Dally Tribune splashed blg

hea.dlin:’i‘ about the &I?iggra.nces of the "alirship" over that
Illinois metropolis,]\ooaating through the heavens over the
southern suburbs, swinging its headlight to and fro. Hundreds
of Chicagoans were eyewitnesses as the sky phenomenon invaded
a new section the country. Evanston, Niles Center, and
Schermerville, Illi.nois,‘i:fghted the multi-colored glow among
the cl'of;ds. Professor Hough of Dearborn Observatory, Northwesten
University, quickly advanced an explanation, but:i3cdid.notad
mesi with anyone's satisfaction. He said the lights were due to
the flickerings of the Orion constellation, though the pedagoge
confes sgd he could not explain why those stars only just resent-
ly excited such great interest. 1.
Norma.n,' Oklahoma, joined the ranks of towns reporting the
airship on April 9th, telegraphing th=t a torpedo with a
bright, white, light and with flashes of orimson down its

side, made its way though ?ﬁ’:’:{}fiﬂt zig=-zag faehion.‘:?"

The same night a 100 citizens at Wausau, Wisoonsin, ec:nidl

made out a dim, egg-shaped,objsct in the sky‘,g & residents

6f Mount Carroll, I1linios, testified the mystery ship. was
sean the?re, coming out of the northeast and then switching to a
wea;;arnlcourse. The people there also reperted that th2 object -
was oblong and had & great red 1light on it. 4.

With ' the arrival of the 1lth of April, the continued rumors

of the mid-west aerial mystery caught the attention of the
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sensation orientated New York dailies. Telegraphed dlspatches

to the New York Herzld quoted Professor Hough's theories, but

that paper was more impressed vith accounts of-something with
& white searchlight on a svivel just ahead of a green light,
then a.small white one, and finally one red in color‘.s Yot
Chicago prodpoed even better grist for the New York sensation
mills, A Max L. Harmar, an officier of the Chioago Aeronautical
Association, expounded at .length to the press that he had
knowledge of the craft and its owners. He said the air vessel
was constructed of paper and 7as in the process of a coast to
~ald than-min
coast £1ight. FurtharmoreﬁqOotave Chaute, the president of the
association, was then in San Franciso to register the powered
balloon ship in official records in order to ralse additional

le.
funds for the nsw inventlion's expenses,

f

Due ~perhap9uto=the;nlaims,of;Mzii?armar;axnew twisittoithe
girship angiéxdeyelopedaﬁTheicit%ANewton, Iowa, on April 10th,
send word .to Chicago that thousands of its residents were in
the streets gazing upsard at & dark-shape~-~ marked by lightéf&?“
a spark, or somekind of glowing fragment, was seen to detact -:..
iteelf from the strange shape in the dasle heavens and float
downward. Rumors quickly swept through the orowd that some
attempt was beinz made to send a messare to those below.l7;
Meanwshile,there were many run-of-mill sightings. The same

day the rumor of. messagas froam the airship got its apparent

8tart in Newton, Eldon and Albia, lIowa, reported alrship
e AL
sightings. \Ottumwa, Iowa, headlined its initlation to the

18

airship club:vAerial-What-Is-It?", Eldoria, Iowa, tells us

that on April 10th reputakle residentsl 91;here spled the airship
which had the look of"polished silver", while police in Elgin
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Illinois said the 10th of April merked the day a red, blus,

and white lighted object was sesn thare, coming froam the direct-
ion of Chicago only to turn after a while and reverse its
courséfgfurthermore, the Chicago Tribung passed along the
information in its April 10 1ssd§i§%ﬁ% a multi-colored thing
flew over south Chicago and that 1t had been under ouservatlion
by numerous field .glasses and small telescopes as it approached
the city out of the mists hanging over Lake Michigan. Consensus -
of what was e9en discerned with the optical devices turned out
to be very meagrs,and even then ;:SEitigzgi? qualified with

the admission by the Iribune’s editorthat estimates of size,
when the distances to the flylng object were unknown,would be
unreliable. The best guesstimate arrived at was a 'slender
object some 70 feet long.zl‘
Milwaukes, wf;gconain was the next oclty of major size to re-_--
cleve a visit according to the Chicago papers. On April 12th,
the airship approached Milwaukee from the direction of Lake
Michigan. The strange "maochine®, or whatever, as the janitor

at the Central Police Station termed it, came to a halt 1,000
feet over the Milwaukee City Ha&l, appearing as an oval fornm
from which a light was suspended. The polioce station caretaker
woulézﬁgﬁit to seesing figuies like another witness named Mayer,
but he thought he could detect some srotating motion he suggest-

od might have besn kind of fans in operatioéi That's all the
New York Herald needed,as tﬁ::ﬁ:géan running big front pags
spreads on the historic scientific milestone of man's finally
achiaveing the power of flight. The fact that the inventor
was unknown.and.the airship was leading everyons a merry chase

thoughout +the midvest gave the story _extra elements of mystery
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1

and intrigue hard to resist.

The New York World tried to shoot down th2 burgeonlng
airship etory ia the rival Herald by running an item from
Omaha, that detailed a oconfesesion of a couple of praciical
jokers, Soégzzgglb§a$ declarz=d they had sent up a fireballoon
April 1st and that it had fooled the whole town. It wasn't
completel} convinocing, but the confession sowed the seads of
doubt and helped counter Herald's bid for expanded readershipn.

The Heraldpthe challenge with a oouﬂﬂ¥eroffensive. On Monday
a dispatoh from Chicago was carried in the Herald telling of
the two photograph® ‘= taken of the phantom alrship. Four persons
were named as witnesses to the capture of the alrship on £ilm,
The image alledgely consisted of a long gasbag of silk, below
which hung a frall framework where a man was seated working
the propellers and rudder.

Not content with that tale, the Herald mentioned a claim by
& Omaha 1£ventor, hitherto ignored, that the Capital Trewe-ltwe~

Trans-=iississippi Exposition officials ocould confidently expect
a flying machine of his manufacture to be avallable shortly
for exhibition. And then there was the New York Herald!s file

on San Franolsco's attorney George Collins and his supgg:fd

t client,the anoﬁymous Oroville airship'invento?,deven
the bragzging of a San Joss, California,electriocian that he had
flown to Honolulu and %bvack as a guest of +the unknown airship
improviser. The Herald got out all that old material and stuffed
it into 1its April editions,

Tales of atfg&}p inventors helped £111 out stories of airship o

sightings.. 4kmt were coming/lroutine. Down St. Louis way.the
Burlington Fast Mall was paced by a "huge spesctacle”, ‘details’ -
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of ‘'which a‘lre lacking but.vnich the train engineegg. surmised
could only have besn the much talked of airship. The wave of
sightings hit a corest on April 12th when the aerial mystery
chased another train leaving Chicago, outdistancing the loco-
motiva by the time Lisle, Illinois was reached. Rushville,
EurOpia,?@i;hington, Iowa, as woell as various towns in Kansas,

"reported sightings. Warren, I11inois and Munole, Indiana wereale
listed as new locations of sightings y the 12th.

April 15%th the Herald printed another routine report telegraph-
ed to that paper from Anderson, Indlana. Citizens there would
only attest to something moveing though the air that looked to

be bigger than a star, but <+the Herald played up~thia.fadt

elesven well-known &itizens psigned affida.vits.%‘f{' %

At this time a significant change took place-in.the-soripts -:
of the more sensational dirigible dramas. At Girard, Illinios,
it was alledged that a winged,: canopied encumbered, dirigibvle
landed and then quickly took off again a.fte:z%f its crew made a
fast inspection of the craft's riggzing. As the story goes;a
large "M" followed by some smaller letters that:could not be
made out at a distance were clalmed to have been visible on the
side of the gas bag during the airship's brief touchdown. 2s.
A very similar tale originated in Brimingham, Iowa, placeing
reliance on the word of a "respecable citizen®, 26
Resisting the spectulative trend, a Baptist minister at Wash-
ington, Iowa, a Reverend Gray, refused to claim he had seen
an airship, perfering to call what he obsarved as probably

a"burned out star", 27.
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The New York Herald drowned out such cautious talk and
dewelléd on a theory from Chicago, April 12th,that told
of a controversy over the whereabouts of yet another airship
inventor “nd the status of his patent papers.za'
-It‘must have been.strange to ta108e who believed in the airship
to read about touchdowns of alrships complete with detailed

discription of the crews at apparently radom locations around

' the midwest, while none of the highly touted inventors could

manage to land thier oraft at agreed places and times in front
of reliable committees of witnesses to reap the large cash
rewards and immortal-fame that awalted them at any of the
publioized sites,.

A fisherman bYoating on Lake Erie later let it be known

that he had spotted the airship hovering over that body of
water and that he could make out the crew quite clearly, He
82id he saw a man, a wozxan, and a small boy. All were
wearing.conventional clothing and -were fishing from the deck
of their airship.2?

The conservative namawemse New York Tribune viswed such

stories with disapproval. Snubbing the "scareship" business,
the only +thing in the air as far as the Tribung was con-
cerned was the possiblility of a political compromise between
Turkey and Greece over some Balkan.. real estate. But the
ajirship kept its place on the front page of the Herald up to
April 13th)when at Carlinville, Illinois,it was alledged the
airship alighted repeatedly and was depicted as a winged
cigar-shape?qéoweven the novelt%of such tales was quickly

waneing and the rumormongers sought new innovations,
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It wasn't long Dbvefore a telegram from Appleton, i sconsin
was made public. On April 14th the publio‘l.ea.rned that a note
had been dropped by the mystery airship to enlighten those
who wanted to know the specifications of the aerial vessel
and the workshop of its birth. The message turned out to be
a new version of a George Collin's type run-a-rounc?,z :but for
a while it put new life into the airship story. Encouraged,
an offioial of the Tennessee Centennial Commission posted a

#25,000 reward for the cocraft's appearance at the coming state
exposition, but there were no takers for what was a handsome
sum even by m,odernnetandards.g% .

By now the alrship uproa.rA sent waves far afield. Paris,
France learned of the American airship excitement via the
New York Herald's European editions. The Paris opaper Figaro
expressed alarm at the apparent acheivements of American
engineers, having taken the Herald's version of the situlstion
at face value. France, the Figaro warned, must be far behind
the United States in the important wo;]i of:?l‘is,cozery-ﬁ; a.ndgq’
Spplication of motive power 1':% é&)e/\w of aerial flight.

Back in the United States,A the community of Lynn Grove, Iowa
telegraphed that the famous alrship had swooped low near there
and that some towns pepple had picked up some ballast bags
alledgedly tossed over%a%m:o regain-loet saltitude. As
proof +the bags had besn put on display in the windows the
loocal dz:ugstore..3 S

Applaeton recdptured attentioned once again,when more airship
missives, this time attached to iron arrows, were claimed to
have been sent earthward by the mystery oraft as 1t passed

near that oity. These letters wers rich with information on the
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mystery airship's misaion, >&°

Greenburg, Indlana camo up with an intriquing cass on April
15th. A multi-colored sigh%i;ﬁée its appearance in the night sky
there. The report of the sightings told of a trio of lights:
green, red, and one large whitse headlight ocentered betwaen

its tinted associates. The colors changed positions occassional=-
ly #nd once in a while dimmed to extinquishment. An ethusiastic

professor named George Kealy had posted himself in a tower to
await Just_ such an airship passage, gaq ~vhen the strange 4.4, °

of 11ghts apneared s Mr. Keely oclimbed down from hias perch

to boast of the advanage his forasight had permitted. The
raecent polyocromatic visitor, he stated, had been a 60-foot
clgar~-shaped balloon with a 20 foot enclosed cab slung under-
neath. Professor Keely sald he splied a bearded ¢bdld.man and

a young blade sporting a "ocuban orushed hat" which evidently

made up the orew., Both skysallers were clearly seen though the

car's windows,Keely oclaimed. 37.
AhS
Whenkrumor reached the Topeka State Journal , April 16th, that

the airship had arrived over the suburbs of Washington D.C.,

the report must have generated talk about thelcraft's vovage
Mo Tat
being completed, yet th94versiona i0f: alrship. taleqqoropﬂing up

got more elaborate. 2L,
Waterloo, lowa, previously the location of a pile junk a

A Ao gbe-fanl
follow claimed was ipep\airship and charged 5y000—persons a
small feoe to ses, again made headlines with a yarn that told of
a funotional flying machine landing on a Waterloo farm for

repairs and that onlookars that gathersd were held at bay .
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. by an armed guard. Alledgedly the parked alrship was covered
K;j with a fabrio sealed with repeated layers of varnish in order
to protect the craft on its forecoming round the world trip,

ﬁn,weﬁv
Thaty\the guard was suppose to have told the people.he was

warning away. 39.

A slightly more believﬁxble account 0f an alrship report
came in from Parkerburg, West Virgina on April 17th:

"What 18 believed to be an airship passed
westward over this city at 9 ot'clock last
night. It was seen by a dozen responsible
poersons. The visitor was the shape and size
of a box-scar, with a flashing headlight. A
red, a white, and a blue light were seen.
The object's speed was about eight or temn
miles per hour." 4.

And then a theme to top the tales from Waterloo, Iowa,showed
up in <the Dallas Morning News on April 19th,connern1ngeatiL
smell community of Aurora, Texas. According to the news
item citizens of Aurora had been startled 6 o'clock in the
morning of the .17th by an airship that -zoomed low and
as a réﬂsult.ran‘into a windmill, exploding and destroying
both the windmill and the flying machine. The story asserted
that the remains of the aerlal vessel's pilot and an.examination
of papers discovered in weckage covered with incomprehensible
heiraglyphics proved:that the pilot:®...was not an inhabitant
of this world(!)". A member of the U.S. Signal Service, an
officer by the name of T.J. Weems, was suppose to have alred
his bvelief the crashed airship and its helmsman must have been

— from the planet uars! 4/.
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POSSIBLE GRAVE OF ‘AIRSHIP’ PILOT
SOUGHT IN OLD TEXAS COWTOWN
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Small gas station at edge of Aurora, Texas, 1s owned by Brawley Oates, whose property includes grove of trees in right background {arrow) that hides

old well site where strange “airship” reportedly crashed in 1897. Body of pilot was allegedly recovered at crash site.

{Photo courtesy William Case)

Discovery of a grave suspected to con-
tain the remains of an 1897 “airship”
occupant has put the subject of UFOs back
on the nation’s front pages.

Evidence uncovered late last month in-
dicates the alleged crash of a strange aerial
device near Aurora, Texas, in April 1897
may be factual, including the reported
burial of a “small man” whose dismem-
bered body was supposedly recovered from
the wreckage and interred in the Aurora
cemetery.

Aviation writer William Case, of the Dal-
las Times-Herald, has reported to NICAP
that his search for information on the crash
has led to an obscure gravesite marked on-
Iy by asmall stone on which a crude draw-
ing has been cut of an elongated object.
Although partially obliterated by effects
of the weather, the drawing closely resem-
bles eyewitness descriptions of the object
reported over Aurorz on April 17, 1897.

According to Case, metal fragments
found at the alleged crash site have been
submitted to scientists in the Dallas-Fort
Worth area for analysis. Preliminary results

indicate most of the samples are ordinary
matenials, although one remains a puzzie.
Dr. Thomas' Gray, a physicist at North
Texas State University, says his tests have
shown the unidentified sample is predom-
inately iron and zinc. Unlike most mater-
ials containing large amounts of iron, this
sample is nonmagnetic.

Early reports from Aurora indicated le-
gal steps had been taken by an Oklahoma
UFO group to exhume the body of the
alleged UFO occupant, despite resistance
from local residents. According to Case,
these reports are inaccurate, since no legal-
ly acceptable basis for exhumation has
been established.

Initial reports of the alleged crash ap-
peared in Texas newspapers on April 19,
1897. The Dallas Morning News reported
that early risers in Aurora on April 17
'were astonished at the sudden appearance
of the airship which has been sailing
throughout the country.” The paper said
the object was spotted about 6 a.m. com-
ing from the south at very low altitude.
It passed over the Aurora town square and

moved north towards a small hill owned
by a judge named J.S. Proctor. As it trav-
eled over Proctor’s yard, it struck a wood-
en tower atop his well and exploded. The
biast threw debris over ‘‘several acres,”
wrecking both the tower and the judge's
flower garden. Persons who arrived at the
scene found a badly disfigured body, which
was moved to the Aurora cemetery a few
hours later and buried on April 18.

Reportedly, one of the witnesses to the
explosion was a farmer named James
Stephens, whose son Charles still lives in
Aurora. Now 86, ““Charlie” Stephens re-
cently told newsmen he remembers his fa-
ther talking about the incident:

It was just a big light up there, and he

seen it and didn’t know what it was. He

said, ‘I’'m going to Aurora in the mormng
and see...” They were scared to death, they
didn’t know what it was. They thought the
world was coming to an end. My daddy
often took me up there in a wagon. | can
show you within 20 feet of where that

{See Grave, Page 3)
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Grave
(Continued from Page 1)

thing crashed
there.”

Stephens added that his father did not
see the object prior to the explosion and
did not view the wreckage until the fol-
lowing day. Stephens said he did not recall
his father saying anything about a body.

In the last week of May, Case located a
91-year-old woman, Mrs. Mary Evans, who
lived in Aurora in 1897 and claims to re-
member the day the crash occurred. A
teenager at the time, Mrs. Evans told Case
her parents visited the scene of the wreck
and saw the body but would not allow her
to go with them Her parents described the
man as about four feet tall

The property where Proctor lived has
been owned for the past 26 years by
Brawley Oates, who now runs a small gas

It was ali burned around

who normally rules on such matters, would
not likely approve a petition without addi-
tional evidence that exhumation would be
justified. Many of the graves tn the ceme-
tery contain the bodies of children stricken
in a typhoid epidemic that hit the Aurora
area the same year of the supposed crash.

The Aurora sighting was only one of
many alleged observations of an airship
traveling over Texas and other parts of the
country in April 1897. Most accounts de-
scribed the object as shaped like a dirigible
and powered by two propeller-type en-
gines, one on each side of the object. Some
witnesses said the airship had a rotating
blade on top, portholes on the underside,
and a bright hight at the front. It was re-
ported to move at an estimated speed of
10-12 mules per hour.

The gravestone drawing discovered by
Case shows a rough outline of what ap-
pears to be a cigar-shaped device with o-

Page 3

with no inscription. It was among those
stolen by vandals.

In mid May, a man who gave his name

as Frank N. Kelley appeared at the Oates’ -

property and took readings in the chicker
yard with a metal detector. He unearther,
various metal fragments 1n mounds of dirt
and told newsmen, ““In more than 25 years
of recovering metal...I've never seen metal
like that.” Newsmen who later tried to
contact Kelley discovered the address he
had given them was fictitious. Sources in
Corpus Christt, Texas, where Keliey said
he lived, also reported no record of such a
person. Kelley described himself as a treas-
ure hunter and geologist.

The Aurora case is reminiscent of the
incident that occurred near Alamosa, Col-
orado, in September 1967, when' the re-
mains of a horse named Snippy were dis-
covered on a desert ranch. Speculation
that Snippy had been killed by a UFQ

Gravestone at site where “airship” pilot may be
buried shows vague outline of what could be
front half of ship. Circles could be windows or
other structural features. Outline bhas been
sketched aver with chalk to make it easwer to
photograph. {Photo courtesy William Case)

Artist’s sketch of “airship’ reported over various
towns during Aprit 1897 shows dirtgibledike con-
struction and prop-type engines. Object that
crashed at Aurora was reportedly made of “‘un-
known metal resembling mixture of alumimum
and silver.” {Art courtesy Southern Living)

in summer of 1896, California inventor Charles
A. Smith was granted patent for this airship de-
sign, which used screw-propeller and internal en-
gine. Patent application said ship would be made
of “aluminum atloy”” and fitled with “*hydrogen
or other gas.”” (Art courtesy U.S Patent Office)

station on it. Oates reports he helped seal
the old well in 1945, along with the local
marshall, H.R. Idell, and a nephew. The
site is presently occupied by a chicken
yard, with the former well housing being
used as a coop. The metal fragments re-
moved for analysis were dug up from the
well site and yard.

The Aurora cemetery is owned by a
small association of local citizens, who are
anxiously trying to protect the property
from souvenir hunters. Since late March,
when the Oklahoma group announced
plans to seek an exhumation order, 20
tombstones have been stolen and other
vandalism reported. The association has
been forced to post guards at the site and
may seek a court injunction to keep out
the continuing string of visitors.

Because of the vandalism and other dis-
ruptions caused by the publicity, most of
Aurora’s small population is opposed to
any attempt at exhumation. Since the ex-
act gravesite, if not the entire crash story,
is still in question, the local county judge,

penings on the bottom and a structural
feature at the nose. Case says the stone
has been broken and does not contain the
complete drawing. No trace has been found
of the missing section.

In 1897, balloon technology was well
advanced, and motor-driven dinigibles had
been successfully flown in Europe. Al-
though no evidence exists that inventors
had developed powered airships in the
United States as early as 1897, it is known
that a patent for a self-propelied dirgible
had been granted by the U.S. Patent Office
in 1896 and a device of this kind was de-
veloped in Texas.near the turn of the cen-
tury. It is a matter of speculation whether
unrecorded experimental flights could ac-
count for some of the airship sightings.

Prior to Case’s discovery of the grave-
site, the Oklahoma group had selected an-
other burial plot as the probable location
of the alleged pilot’s grave The exact spot
they chose was among other graves known
to have been dug in the late 1890s The
only marker at the spoet was a small rock

brought news reporters on the run and
triggered a spate of headlines that still turn
up in books on UFQs. Investigators even-
tually determined that Snippy most hkely
died from an apparent infection associated
with two bulletwoundsin its hindquarters.
Snippy’s skeleton is presently on display
in an Alamosa pottery shop.

Aurora, Texas, unlike Alamosa, 1s a vir-
tual ghost town, located some 30-odd miles
northwest of Fort Worth in rural country.
In 1897, 1t boasted a population of 3000
and was a busy stop on the old Chisholm
Tratl. Cotton buyers and cattlemen fre-
guented its 15 saloons, generating enough
news to support a local paper. Some pre-
sent citizens of Aurora have suggested the
airship report was a joke cooked up by ratl-
road men, possibly as a stimulus to busi-
ness. Other skeptics point to a2 19th-cen-
tury news correspondent named S E. Hay-
den, whose financial interest in the cotton
trade may have prompted him to indulge
in fanciful publicrelations for Aurora Hay-
den wrote a story about the Aurora crash.

'
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That such a sophisticated theme turned up in a Dallas
newspaper back in April of 1897 need not be surprising. Indeed,
the Victorian age had been introduced to more polished version
at exactly this time, a coincident <that should not be ignored.
The first installment of H.G.Wells®! War of the Worlds hed

reached the public in the May issue of Cosmopolitan magazine

42
and was being advertized in most leading newspapers, H.G.Wslls

did not write his fiction novel of interplanetary war with the

air ship mystery 1in mind, and if his brother Frank had not
suggested fhe idea, the gifted visionary may never have
put pen to paper in regards to the subjsct. Once unleased,
however, the genuis of Wells produced a sciencefiction
classic. To introduce his war between worlds Wells used
the following quotes from Kepler:
"But who shall dewell in these worlds if they
be inhablited...Are we or they Lords of the World?
««.And how are 2ll.things made for man?® 4a
Meanwhile, reports of = mysterious spindle shapes with small
running lights :ooatinued to turn.up in the newspapers even
without sensational elaborations.
Bathing Sisterville, West Virginia with its searchlight, a
phantom spindle cruised over that town for a considerable
time and the stresets below were jémsd with gewkers,if one
can belisve what was printed in the Sisterville paper. 4¢.
And then, on the days of April 20th and 21st, the 1897 air- .,

hL Aaiadie) «Lw.u‘-&’.&d..a .
ship story reached its olimax. First, the curtain came down on A

Someone in Astoria, Illinios,with a talent for publicity,

gtuck-an'iron"ar¥ow in the - ground and tied a message to it.
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The arrow wagAdiscovered and taken imrmediately to the <.
;/\ Astoria- telegraph office. The New York newspapers were alerted
F\‘/‘

because the message turned out to be a letter adressed to
America's foremost inventor:Thomas A. Edison. The message
Tead!

"From airship. Notioce to the finder: Please
mall letter inside. Passed over about 2:30 P.M.
on April 16, 1897, Friday, about 2,300 feet high,
going east and north. Exocuse dirt as just got
done oiling. ((Signec\l) Harris." 45,

PO Y O
Tuesday, April 20th the following appeared in the New York
Herald writen by a reporter of that paper:

"I showed Mr. Edison yesterday afternoon the
letter published in the Herald.

'This is the latest, isn't 1it?,* inquired he,
leaning back in his chalr and glancing over the
letter a second time. 'You can take it from me
that thls 1s a pure fake., I have had ssveral men
in my employ, but I know nothing of C.L. Harris,'

_(,\ Mr., Edison then grew more thoughtful and
£ stated that he had no doubt that airships will

- be successfully constructed in the near future.
In reference to the western 'airship! he added:
! -1t is absolutely absurd to imagine that a
man would comstruct a successful airship and
kesp the matter secret. When I was young we used
to construct blg colored balloons, inflate them
with gas and would float for days.

Whenever an ailrship is made it will not be
in the form of-a balloon. It will be a mechanical
contrivance, which will be raised by means of a
very powerful motor of little weight. At present
no one has discoverzi such a2 mcter, but we never
know what will happen. We may wake up some morn-
ing and hear of some invention which sets us all
eagerly to work within a few hours, as was the
case with the Roentgen rays."

'l am not, however, figuring on inventing an
airship. I prefer to devote my time to objects
which kave some commercial value. At best airships
would be only toys." 6%,

The Edison interview brought speculation in the New York
4 newspapers more or less to a close,since the great Jeh ova

of inventing had spoken and the alirship idea found wanting.
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‘TheJairship'sightingi\reached a climax on the following day,

the 21st, when an affidavit was filed in the small town of

Le Roy, Kansas. At first glance the episode seems truely
mysterious, but considering other cases containing similar
details: dangling ropes, red lights in.the sky, cigar-shaped
Oobjects with carriages slung underneath,affidavits of honesty,
tales of Martian airship pilots, . eot.,ect,, the account loses
a,lot:ofiits credibility. On;:géy this though, Mr. Familton, if
he was fibbing, carefully omitted any detail that would be a
dead giveaway, :Al1l factors:oonsidéred.thére is.no'way 0f .aséri=~
aining.the .vercity:of.the. following statement, though a check
made in the 19608 established the fact that the people mentioned

in the case really existed:

"Last Monday night about 10:30 we were awakened by a
noise among the cattle. I arose, thinking that perhaps
my bulldog was perforaing his pranks, dut upon going to
the door sav to my utter astonishment that an airship
was slosly descending upon my cow lot, about forty rods
(660 feet) from the houss,

Calling my tenant, Gil Hesllp, and my son Wall, we -
8gized some axes and ran to the corral. Meanwhile the
ship had been gently descending until it was not more
than thirty feet above the ground, and we came within
fifty yards of it,

It consisted of a great cigar-shaped portion, possibly
three hundred feet long, with a ocarriage undsrneath. The
carriage was mads of glass or som2 other transparent sub-
stance altsrnating with a narrow strip of some oather
matsrial. It was brightly lighted within and everything
¥a8 plainly visible --it sas occupied by six of the
strangest beings I ever saw. They were Jabbering together
but wa could not understand a word they said.

Every part of the vessel which was not transparent
waspf a dark reddish color. We stood mute with vonder and
fright. Then some noiss attracted their attention and they
turned a light dirsctly upon us. Immediately on catching . .
sight of us they turned on some unknowvn power, and a
great turvine whesl, about thirty fest in dlametsr, which
¥a8 revolving slosly belov thz -raft, began to buzz and
the vesasel rose lightlv as a bird. When about thre:
hundred feet above us it seemsd to pause and to hover direct-
ly above a two-year-old heifer, wshich was bawxling and
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jumping, apparently fast in the fence. Going to her, we
found a cable about malf an inch in thickness made of
some red material fastensd in a slip knot around her
nack and going up to the vessel from the heifer tangled
in the wire fence., We tried to get it off but could not,
s0o w9 cut the wire looss to see :the ship, heifer and
all, rise slowly, disappearing in the northwest. -

We went hows but I was s0 frightened I cotuld not sleep.
Rising early Tuesday I startad out on my horse, hoping
to find some trace of my cos. This I failed to do, but
coming back in the eveninz found that Link Thomas, about
threz or four miles wvest of Le Roy, had found the hide,
legs and head in his field that day. He, thinking that
someone had butchered a stolen beast, had brought the
hide to town for identication, but was greatly mystified
in not veing able to find any tracks in the soft ground.
After identifying the hide by my brand, I went home. But
every time I would drop to slezp I would see the cursed
thing, with its big lights and hideous people. I don't
know whether they were devils or angels, or what; but I
don't want any more to do with ther."

T

The foregoing account wvas signednAlexander Hamilton, of Le Roy,
Kansas on April 21, 1897. Attached to the above statement was
the following affidavit: '

®"Hamilton has been a resident of Kansas and known
all over Woodson, Allen, Coffey and Anderson counties.
He was a member of the House of Representives. He
staked his sacred honor upon the truth of his story.

As there are now, always have veen and always
will be skeptics and unbellevers whenever tha truth
of anything bordering the improbable is presented,
andknoving that some ignorant or suspicious people
will doubt-the truthfulness of the above statz=ment,
now therefore we, the undersigned, do hereby make
the following affidavit:

That we have known Alexander Hamilton for one to
thirty years, and that for truth and veracity we
have naver heard his word questioned, and that we
do verily believe his statement to be true and
correct.

Signed:
E. W, Wharton, State 0il Insvector

M. E. Hunt, Sheriff
W. Lauber, Deputy Sheriff
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H. H. Winter, Banker

H. S, Johnson, Pharmacist

s e e porr

J. Hs Stitcher, Attorney
Alexander Stewart, Justice of the Peace
F. W. Martin, Registrar of Desds,

and He C. Rollins, Postmaster f

l
47

Subsecrived and sworn before me this 21st day of April, 1897.“*k’

-~

Reports of airships and strange ligits sailirg in the heavens

—  m——

tapered off toward the end of April end the New York dailies
turned thelr attentlons to the world of recognized fiction.
The popularity of H.G.Wells! War of the Worlds grew in scope

and William Heinemann, the London publishing house, made plans
to bring the serialized novel out in hardback. I
William R, Hearst, the yo'mg dynamic editor of the New York
Journal-American, sensed the impact of the Martlan invasion
them= and employed the popular sclence -~wiiter Garrett P. "~-~.is
Serviss to produce a sequel to Wells®! work. Serviss thrilled

the readership of the Journal with:®Edisén's Conquest of Mars®,
in the spring of 1898, just after the termination of the Wolls

= f
Another story appeared at this time which asserted that an alrshlp ;

had snagged a church steeple with its iron anchor, and thata man in a

sailor suit climbed doun the anchor rope toi\the craft, The' foregoing

story is no doubt lnsplred by an old English legend., An account of

this old tale appeared in the Salt Lake Tribune on March 7, 1897, p. !

15, just pior to the mid west airship Flap. “This fact helps to weaken

the rature sensational Alexander Hamilton, LeRoy, Kansas episode, '




THI, KEVE OF THE WAR.

O one would have believed in the last
years of the nineteenth century that
human affuirs were being watched keenly and
closely by intelligences greater than man's
aud yet as mortal as his own; that as men
busied themselves about their affairs” they
were scrutinized and studied perhaps almost
as closely as a man with a microscope might
scrutinize the transient creatures that swarm

£ T et
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and multiply in a drop of water.

e

With infinite

complacency men went to and fro over this little
globe about their affairs, dreaming themselves the
highest ercatures in the nwhole vast universe, and
serene in their assurance of their empire over
It is just possible that the infusoria
under the microscope dothesame. No one gavea
thought to the older worlds of space, or thought
of them only to dismiss the idea of life upou them
as impossible or improbable. At most, terrestrial
“men fabeied there wight be other smen upon Mars
~—probibly inferior to themselves and ready to

'
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welcome a missionary enterprise,

vet, across the gulf

of spuce, inds that are to our minds as ours are to the
beasts that pyaish, intellects vast and cool and unsym-
pathetic, regarded this earth with envious eves, and slowly
and surely drew up their plans against us. «And early in the
twentieth centmy eame the great disillusiomnent.  The planct Mars, T may remind
the reader, revolves about the sun at o mean distance of one hundred and forty
uullion miles, and the light and heat it receives from. the sun are searcely half of
It must be, if the nebular Ity potliesis has any truth,
oldar than our world, and long before this carth ceased to be molten, life upon its

that recenal by this world,

fAlthough Mr Wells is a compartinely young man, his pame has become, withwn a
Itis books number a seant
est ceputation, not only becanse of the attsac-
tmings, it also by reasou of the
Phe Time Machine,” * The Wonderful
*The Wstndd of Dr. Mosenn,” are the sturies upon
which Mr Wells” repntation is fsunded, ‘The editor of Tt CosMoroLItas harands the
opitdon that * The War of the Worlds* will he regurded by the public as much in ad-

tew years, a familinr one in all Bugbsh speaking lands
dozess, yet they have achieved the wides
five stvle jun which Mr Wells clothies his brithant ama,
tnderly e vesa of phafosaphicd anggestion,
Visit,” “ The Wheet of Chance,” al

vanee of any previons work of this suthor.— EanttoR.}

Copyright, 1697, by M, G. Wills Al rights reserved
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gerial in the December issue of the Cosmopolitan. The author

Serviss concieved a stirring counterattack ageisidl B by the

scientists of earth in answer to the agression from the planet

named after the god of war. A fleet of spaceships, wingless,

portholed torpedos, oaptained by the planet earth's chief
scientist, Thomas Edison, are pictured sweeping down on the
red planet and: laying waste to that hostile globle with
disintegator rays.

Amid all this fiotion though, there was an interesting
acknow{gggemenz,in the August, 1837 issue of the Cosmopolitan,
by Wells,fhat the heavens did hold some unsolved mysteries.
On page 391 of the magazine Wells had the following inserted:

"In the first installment of this story it was
stated{the grain of fact from which the story grew)
that a light had been seen on the unilluminated part
of Mars 'first! by Perecoten, of Nice, in 1894, This
statement involved a slight to the Lick Obserwatory,
whereat similar lights were observed as early as 1800
~=g fact I was unaware at the time of writing the
story. I trust any American astronomer who may.read 48§,
this story will aquit me of intentiocnal discourtesy."

Whether stories of strange shapes and lights in the sky in
1896-and 1897 contained their own"grains of fact" mixed in
with a lot fiction.remains an intriquing ephemeral mystery,
as clusive as a filament of fog vanishing around a corner at
night. The possibility there may have been something real and
inmportant behind the alrship sightings went unchallgened and

uninvestigated. The mass of data becams a sleeping giant.

-

gt
In any event the airship story did.end here. Reporters were

sent by the New' .York World to interview the famous multi-

millionaire John Jacob Astor. Mr, Astor's wealth{$80,000,000)
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made possible a very active life style and being blessed with
a $hea1§hy body and a vigorous mind, he was equal to the
opportuﬂities money provided. During the Spanish-American war
Mr. Astor would raise and equip a complete battery of artillery
at his own expense and personally lead the unit into battle,
exhibgting both dash and bravery, however such was the adven~
tureous gpirit of this remarkable man, he evisioned places
and events offering challenges far exceeding those of the
Victorian era. He dreamed of the year 2001 when a trio of
scientists might leave earth and speed toward the giant planet
Jupiter iniaigraft utilizing an anti-gravity substance he
calledi"epergy". This oraft, a spaceship shaped like a bullet
and constructed of glass and "glucinum", Astor saw in his mind's
eye dodgeing oomets and astoriods on its way to the fifth
planet’and back. The imagined vovage was written and published
by the r{oh New Yorker,and probably largely forgotten until,
after just returning from Europe in April, 1897, some newspaper
men desended upon him. The newspapsr repertsrs : mentioned the
the amazing airship "Callisto® in Astor's book:A Journey In
Other Worldsqzhd compared the prophetized machine with the
repor;s of similar bullet-shaped alirships recently reported ;~
— iover the mid-west. To such.a suggestion Mr. Astor gave

this cauticus response:

"I hope the reports from the West that an airship
has been seen in practical operation may be verified
«ss'T know nothing of the matter except what has
been printed in the newspapers, and, of course, no
definite conclusion can be reached from the rature
hazy data so far seoured."so_
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The liadorainsd Genius
Trunpss sounded an opening chord that swelled into an immense
orchestral paean. Richard Strauss! homags to Uietzche, Alsc

cprach Zarathustira, meant to musiocally convey th2 various phzses

¢f mankind's religious and scisntific evolution, burst forth in
all 1ts magnificent glory for a thrilled first-night crowd in
Berlin. One music critic attending the 1856 premiere jotted
dovyn his impression in bold graphits dtrokes:"dangsrously
sublime”,

In the Unit=d States, meanwhile, a shy, heavyset, American was

guletly abeorzig in a Victorian literary romanceﬁ1A Journey

n
Cthner Wor;gg,Aa-fiotionai voyage to tne planet Jupitgzai: the far
off year of 2001l. After finishing the novel, the twentykyear-
old reader returned to the preface to ponder the advice oifered
oy tuc author John Jaeob Astor, Lashing out at contsmporary

scientific thought, Astor. had writtan:

"Thers can be no questicn that there are
many forces snd influences in Mature ‘vhose
existence we as y3t little more than suspect.
How much more interesting it would be if,
instead of reiterating our past achievements,
the magazines and literature of the period
shculd devote their considsration tc vhat
e do not kncw! It is only though investiga-
tion and resserch that inventions crre; 7e
may discover something of rerhayrs greaser
moment. It is probable thet the princinle
glories of the future will be found in as vet
iittle trodden paths..." |s

Sowetning gliamsred in the nind of the young man, z fellaw
oy the namwe of Charles Fort, who haprened t¢ be skilled at
shorthand and having an inborn appetite for mysteries. The

nain precccecupation of Fort's life was now decided, Henceforth,

a libtrary would be Fort's favorite haunt.
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Born Augast 9, 1874, Charles Fort vas one of three sons of an
Alveny, New York businessman, & Victcrian father viaose word was

the law in the family.  ChHarles-rebelled ageinst thae hard

- Victorian discipline andAFrobably was tae reason he qraved;
excitment tinged with irreverence. In later years it wouldf
mean. trouble for the sacred cox of science. |

For Charles and his trothers, games of imagination had to do
éiiiiiégféck of ready-made ones modern youth enjoy, a particular
fevorite being one patterned after ihe historioc Guy Faskes
"Gunpower Plot", England's equivalent to America's Fourth of
July. One likes to imagine good old Charlie still playing his
gare o the hilt, tunneled under our civilization and surrcunded
by kegs of explosive data.

In schocl Charles Fort preferred to give comic speaches to

€i> turning out ilmpeccable test pajers, ye: Le was no fool and
snowed an early talent for takxing acc.rate notes on his
surroundings which eventually led to a position on thz staff
of the Alvany Democrat as a cub repcrier.

Aocut 1892 Fort took off and traveled thirty thousand miles
all around the world, subsisting on a 8lim legacy willed to him,
ridiag the rails end sleeping in the op2n under the stars,
Practically a tranmp, Fort sosksd up & vast store of experiences
aad information nonetheless, one imnoriant event teing the

reading of Astor’s A _Journey In Other Yorlés.

In 1896 Fort settled down in New York and his life gained
scme direction and stability. Tarough his fubture seemed to

lie in straight nevsreporting, Fort's spirit of independsncs

@
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prougtad forays ty bkim into rore expressive —writing: short
stoeries, feature articals, and novels.

Having taxen a yvife, Fort was hard pressed for avhile to

maka ahiving and he remeined on the edge of poverty for years.
Trap;red by finances in a Eronx clarboard tensment amid the
noisy clamor ¢f & slum,Fort,nevertheless;nanaged to kesp his
cloynish outlock on life,for his early writings were warm
accounts of his rundown nseighborhood. His literary outrut

naé to vring in the groceries, so expediency kept a brake on
any unconventicnal leanings. Even so, at times, the furniture
had to be broken up to keep the family hearth suppliesd in the
winter., &+

Meanvhile Fort found times tc thumb through bound volumnes of
sgientific journals at ths huge New York Putlis Library —rith
an ey2 out for strange facts that scisnce mzy have ignored. Uis
labors uncovered hundreds of 1tems. - . « TR

A 4ypical head~-soratcher found was the rhanjom companion of the
cloud veiled planet of Venus. In 1645, Fort leerned,by consult-
ing pages pennsd by scientists, a large, unexplzined body ves
gesn by telescoze near the Cytherezn world, even though science
was sure the sscond planet out fram the sun had nc luner
attvendant. Astronomers Cassini ard Short, each using an array
of optical instruments. and eyepieces, checkz2d and double~-
checked, before notifying their collesguzs. A scientist

named fantaigne reported a similar satesllite four tines durin
tze first vesks of lay, 1761, and even discribsd the object

a8 wresentins a phase, Obseryeraiﬁbdziar and Horretovw con-
curred with the other witnesses of the "pew discovery" after

searchas ith owvn telessones in the month of liarch, 1764.
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Anoiher student of the nignt sky, Montvaron, followed up with
&:) toree mor? visual coufirmations tha lattar part of the same
of wentn., Finally, planetary exr.ert Scheuten claimed that he had
-~ checkad the Venusian transit of the sun in 1761 and detected
the suprosed luminary of the Cytherean night taggihg elcng with
its parent orb.‘m.‘Baudowin utilized liontalgne's observations
of the alledged phase of the Venusian moon and calulated a
diameter of 2,000 miles. The celestial autnority Houzeau even
went so far as to cristen the new found sphere "Neith", however
after the year 1767 +this tiny world was never seen again.
Richard Prootor, a sobsr scientific author, rrote in his

survey of the heavens, Qther Worlds Than Ours(1897), that the

peer-a-boo erisode with the elusive and nov total vanished
Venusian moon was:"...éne of the most perplexing enigmas thét
(:) has ever been presented to a,s"crconomers".""“h '

Charles Fort, Proctor's comtebnorary, regerded the seame rogue
morsel,and no doubt with a bellow and roar,penciled the blasphem—
\mous cdiment on some foolscrap., Fort adjusted his intellectual
bifccals and discerned a "super-construction" as responsible
for the planetary size bit éf prestiditation. By a "super-
construction™ he meant_a vessel of sorts from a super-Rome.

A lesser known bit of esoteric was sniffed out of ths Annual
fegister by Fort,nos a blocdhound on the trail of tas improbable,
concerning a !. DeRostan, a Paris based astronomer, who was
giving nis attention to the Sun's disx on August 9, 1762; when
a vast spindle shaped fo;m became noticzable oy 1ts‘eclipsing
a portion of the scler Jimb., Fcr & monih that observer tracked

@

the olack profile's progress es its tortoiss drift sventually
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imoved it off the Sun's faecs. No scisntific crowd had registered
tnis quasi-~datum like %he nysterious moon "Neith", save for an
interesting exception, A German many leagues from Paris had set
down nis own daily eccounts of the opague spindle's traverse of
the Sun's Zisk. An:exchangé. of notzs betwesn the two observers
en the phencmenony,which at first glance secemed to have been an
unusual sunswct, shoved that the German diagramed a different
spath than the Frenchuan,which indicated, because of parallax,
the solar b;emish must have crusing 1in space, pacing the earth.
Thatt's more, M, DeRoétan‘pelieved he discernsd a nebulosity
around the weird torjsesdo. Fort ponderesd the story and suggested
one should credit tne misty penumbra t0 an atmosphere and the_
uwbra to a super-zagpelin, while he smilzd and named the whole
object:"ﬁonstrator“:qin Fort's mind something“wasaoutgthere,'
sometning had dropred anchor.

On t2e eve of the French Revolution (17856), a Qiolent storam
struck horthern Furope and auid its fury like some errie omen
& ball cf fire moved to and fro over a field in England for

40 minutes, & duration.of .time t3at 4id not fit either a metecr

" or ball lightninghs?or Tort it could have only been a kind of

cyclops without a body.

These early Philistines existed on yellowved parer and contempor-
aries of Fort conéidered them erroneous, n2vserthaless ons person
velieved, Charles Fort drew, dreamed, and scratched, a nerw
quasiness: something had arrived,

Oon Seﬁtember 7, 1820, eyes turned 3kyward to behold a rare

wender of nature: an ecli-se of the Sun by the Joon. Fort dug

out of a French journal, Annals deChimie, the recorded fact
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thot over one French town during thsz ecliﬁse residentsAoould ges”
objects they pbulaﬁgiplain manuvering overhead with parade pre-
cisicn. The simple 3zeasants just could not men€a11§ digest the

prodigy{éhl

Fort, who examined considerable amounts of nevspaper files and

great numbers of scientific journals covering the 19th century,

never found the slightest hint of any “elien anmbassadors”
approaching an earthman to introduce themselves. It could be
earth's "guests" were a timid lot, or the culture on the third

planet out from the star Sol was unappealing, yet has it ever

bean? Anothefr possibility could have besn thet "they" were busy

glsernere, perhaps onAwhat,the poets-call .the orb of dreams

and aystery.

‘ Turning a vpage,Fori discovered that on Octobsr 20, 1824, there
was sesn,on that part of the MOgn in darkngss,szragge lignhts
and that iare Crisium in particular treated curious earthmen to
& brilliant lunar display, at times 3iots, and at timss strecks./*
On July 4, 1832, there wers wmore of the sams.

Tort isolated SOmeéhing from the 'falta Times, dated June 18,
1845, which told of a Eritish ship that logged an extraordinary
occurence whilé B2iling:' in the eastern portion of the Hediter-
ranean Sea. The British vesselts loékout mnosiced a com- .. -
motion in the water about & mile and & half avay. . Glowing
objects were seen leaping from the sea into the clouds.mkt
least the editor of the Times did not disguise the phenomenon
#ith hié own interpetation. Teke, for examﬁle, what Fort

underlinad in the Scientific Aumericaen, datsd Sertewber 29, 1877,

which ocalled =n unknown ligat reported anovering in the sky a
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"stationary meteor®,

liarch and Decembzr, 1847, according to Fort'!s investigations,
there more unexplained lights on th2 Joon. Volcanos?

Those who Fort called ostrich-thinkers prefered to ignore the
lixes of the next item. Fort scissored from the London Times
a clipping of a dispatch from Inverness, Scotland, Septexber
19, 1848, v+hich told of large unexpleinad lights roaming the
3gy up that way. “hat's more, a year later, in 1849, an ex-~
plosion rattled thoss same haunted skies xhich then sent dowm
a single hailstone. Not much of a storm, but that it of ice
did its best. Even Fort was a little amazed when he read that
the single hailstone had & tsanty foot circumferenca! °°

Sowething sz8 ssen over the hills hard oy Patworth, England,
on August 11, 1855, having a red color and throring oul rays
of light in a rvhselspoke pattern. Fort called it a "construc~-
tion"ymbne meditates on the word "constructicn®™ for how can
such concept bs entertalned if these things in sky never took
the time to land? 'That possible evidence could supnort such a
strange theory of "constructions" defying gzravity long befors
man had ashieved powered flight? What Fort found amused him
greatly,for this additional evidence had two characoteristics
that appealed to his clownish outlook. The materizl was both
bizzare and puzzling. After considasravle labor Fort accumulated
a large number of accounts of strange shovers.

One case described a red rain soaking a certain ssction of
Siena, Italy, on Tecerber 28, 1860, The same ares raceived the
sare dompour for four straight days:pWere th2 spisodes due to

scrme artifical agensy? = - N :

-~
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Fort exhuumed & particularly’frighteniag item grom the crypt
of buried and forgotten data when he discovered in an old
newsraper that Yenphis, Tennessee, had oean subject to a
auti-thousand shover of snakes, ranging frow 12-18 inches in
lenght, on January 15, 1877. %" - ‘
Dut Fort cane across some data even more craspy than the fore-

rnentioned rain of vipers. Reading the syritings of Tort we are

dirzcted to check the San Irangisgo Evening Fulletin of Auguat 9,

1569. The Bulletin reported the fall of flesh, strips of meat
#hich included sﬁin covered vith brown hair. Furthermocre, Fort
discovered a similgr item in the Scientific Americen stating
that on March 3, 1876, at Olym-ian Springs, Xentucky, organic.
mztter tumbled 4own out of ta=s sky on an area a ssveral
nundred feet sguare. Careful examination of samples picked
up at the scens identified fragments of cartilage, muscule,
and lung tissue.‘s' )
And then if tne siraorgeness of the showers -vare not enﬁugh,
Fort oculd quench the doubts of sceptics 7ith a bewildering
variety; he coculd drown them with dorrpours of the inexzlicable.
A shorer of rancid cil, a dz2luge of tu?;entine, aznd rains the N
shede of black ink,haae(gll ween recor ed at one time or another)
At least in previcus mentioned catdgories there had bean a
reaswblance to somethling wvet like real rain., How about hunks
ol lignite as. big a8 coconuts, s%2ds rartly germinatad, or a
3leb of limestone -~20C pounds worth! Such deviations from the

gveryday weather we all are familar —vith taxes our sanity.

One proposes, naturally, that a rain of anything not true

N -
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proecipitation must have besn sucxked alcft by tornatic winds,
This wakes some sense 30 we try to avert our eyes from the
likes of lignate or limestcne and consider shat else Fort
has to offer logically carried up by a waterspout or othsar
air currents.

How about a fall of froga? Zut ozfore we can reach for &
conclusionsFort rapps our fingara with thist the fact that
thousands of little croakers had tumblad out of a clear sky
on a calm day. Ve iry egein. .A fall of fish was recorded'
which seews unmysterious. But Fort intervences agalin, he's
left out a couple of details. The shower,he finds,covered
only an area of 80X20 fast square and again fell out of &
calu and weather clear sky. Vhat'!'s more the fall of fish
rezouccurred ten mintues later zt the same spot, Moreowsar,
on many occasions the fish vere of a variety not found in
local lakee or stroams, !4 , \

Here is a.series Fembmdwwed vhich w25:among the most
bafiling inFrts files., Three torrents of fisk wera recordsad.
The first consists of live, thashing examples of evidently
fresh whirlwind ejectmenta. And then Fort distrubes us
tita a second finny episcde, a fall of fish bone dry, but
befcres we can recover our vits, there is presented a de-
vestating clout to our brains: a downpour of headless,
rotton, denizens of tn2 deap.‘sz

Tort shows us the lonthly Weather Reviex for June 16, 14€2,

Taia journal would not have tace effrontery to indulge in

anything offbesat wve suppose, hovever tha Bronx eccentric
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fingers en item about the city of Tubuque, Jowva, where large
hailstones fell --with live frogs ineidé!lé'

Cne would think that anything witﬁ tae &Lilidy %o oreak the
bounds of gravity would be unafraid of were humens, tut Fort
ran across the following., On October MB4h in the year 1869, we
have the word of somz English fishermen with their hands on
BEivles that something rested on ths water #ith the appsarance
of being all aflame ten miles off Plymouth. A burning ship
w23 their guess until the glowing blob jumped into the air
at their aprrosch and f£led emong the clouds. '’ .

Another fragment of Fort. Or a day in tfarch in 1870, deckhands

on the ship ledy of the Lake sxperiencasd somsthing that would

astonish their drinking buddies whsa tne hit port. A circular
otisct had cobsted hign over thelr ship. The strange thing was
sarked of / in divicions like a pie‘and 7323 trailing a long

8.

curvad tail of asone sori.

rort also listed a note mede from ths journal Ccmptes Rendus

about a Jjwninous object moving slovly through the air and ex-
scuting an-occasiunel turn, seen on August 1, 1871fz

SC many "méteors", similar to the ones Fort studied,were
taking such inexplicabls amounts of time to "fall",that sven
the famed French asirononer Tlawmmaricon racognized their
uniguzness and created & sracially named category for them:
"br&dytés".

In 4he Fewncrt of the Tritish Asscciaticn for the vear 1877,

Fors singlad out an artical that mentionsd a remerkabvly slow

grouy of wesecra. Ee took issue with the lack of stirength of
_ 20
tnz yord:"remarkeble",
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In Fort's resesrch worg there. are many'reférences.to'luminous
bodicz moving through the eirmdsone had interesting details.
For example,{not every flying light flew high in ﬁhe atmosphera.
On'July 30, 1880, three‘flying lignts silently investigzted
& ravine near St. Petersburg(Leningred), Russia?‘%ha thres
winute phenouwenon found its way into a French scienvific
journal whars Fort ran acress it, but no one in air winded
Paris suggested an airship solutlon, Perhaps Russian sé¢ience
was held in low regard.' ‘

In Septeuber, 1883, a luminosity was seen in the sky. over
Perth, Austrsliaz,which cbservers believed a comet, but Fort

nad his doubts vhen the newspager,the P2rth Inquirer, mentioned

thatgthe aerial interlorer at one time threy out a searchlight
- . ’
beam. Also, Fort cut from the Stalts Times en articsl dated

October-13, 1883, that told of a comet-like spparition that - -
raild a visit t0 the sky of Samarung, Ealaya;“Thg local natives
vecame terrified at the sight and ssnt urp clouds of incense to
appease the gods. Only two menths velore nearby EKrdkatoa
volcano haéd blasted a cubic mile of earth thousands of fest
into the airg in.the biggesf‘explosion of :recorded history, and
that would have been encugh to test anyone's'nerves.zz‘ _

In the publication Nature, Fort learned, it says?that;tﬁ;fit,~
1893, sailors aboard the shirs: Carclines and Leander witnessed
a atrange phenomenon in the sky a8 thsir ships sailed a sealans
through the East China Sea in the wonth of February. Luminous
glove-like objects fley alongside the Caroline, .pacing the
sﬂip for two hoﬁrs. The crew of the farocline was intrigued when

the phantor lignts were mirrored in the water and were 3esn to
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res3 behind an island, both improbeble fests for 2 hallucina-~ .

tion. The H.:.S. Leander came across the szme glowing globles

soon =fter the Caroline had left the sres. The Leander's
bold Captaln, a geatleran named Castlie, turned his ship and
aimed +the vessel right at the odd Iights paczno him., The
fiery objects, milling eround olose tcgether and occasionally
tralling out in a single 1line like = ta2il on a kite, recoiled
froiz tae Leander's charge and rose far out of reach.'zqﬁ

One of Fort's favorite sources, the English Mechanie, re=.

ceived an account from Stockholm'a out & strange red colored
light in the sky oblong in sha“e, that explored the heavens
over Sweden for ten hours on the &th of February, 1892. The
sight was termed by the Swedish cbserver as an extraordinary

25

This Swedish itew brings us up to the mid-1290's when the

spectaocle.

big airship flap occurred in California, an excitement that
workael its way east,where ?oru wa3 following the controvarsy
in the New York newspapers., With his discerning mind, Fort
sondered the pisturesgue elatorations in Tilliam Randolph

Heert's Journal-American and the scoffiﬁg of Northwestern

University-'s Professorl Hough, who proposed that the mystery-
ligihts were due to the Orion Constellation seen under unﬁsual
stmosnneric GOnditions, Tith the absuz§§§3i2§’§5”50-0a11ea
experts in miné, .Fort penned a very p2roeptive prediction

for the pgnef;t of later generations. Ve will save this gem
f&?}gaeﬂezrfggzg;:i, ugtii than, 18t us move beyond the big

airghip mave of 1896-97.
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As the 180Cs came to close, a significant sighting of some-
thing in the air took place at Lille, France, September 4,
1898. According to the journal Cosmos, & criuson glow appeared
in the night sky. As we have learned, mysterious lights in the
neavens ars not necessarily a rare event§y however the phsno-
menon over Lille was examined carefully through a smell
telescope and prove to be a somerhat different brsad. An
oblong shape all aglow was discerned, wﬁ;:h had a violet
band running down its whole length smd with the main body of
the object broken up up lnto vertical stripes of red and black.
After a while the strange thing rushed awvay and in.the précess
emitted somekind of luminous emission. Wﬁile points of light
in the cky may be blamed, witn some suceess, on the unsteady
image of a bright star\or socme other conventional phenomenon,
vigions of weird spindles remeérkably similalr t0 one another
could not be dismisszd so easily. In exactly fifty yearé it
would be just suchlafmuitiecolored;torpedo that ‘would .¢éause. :
panioc 1n“thé.rahka.oétv.8. Air ‘Force Intelligence,'

Interplansetary matters and the question of extraterrestial
life focused itself during the turn of‘the century on the
terrific tussle between Percival Lowell and his oriticse.
Lowell had bullt an observatory at Flagstaff, Arizona, using
his oyn funds with the avowed purrcse of detecting detalls
cn the face of the planet Mars.Long suspected of harboring
an alien eiviligation, at least this was the popular fasinat-
ion prevalentzamong the public, Mars came undsr close scruiiny
by Lowell during one of red planet'!s vperlodic near approaches
to‘earth in the mid 1#90s. The results of Lowell's lebors

turned out to be highly controversial, he declaring a network
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of canals was visible which could havs only been engineered by
an intelligent race of lartians. Since to discern such features,
it was claimed, one would have to peer long and. very intently,
waiting for exiremely brief moments of stable atmosphseric
conditions, many astronomers 'did ﬁot see the markings and
debated fiercely with Lowell, asserting taat the long siraight
linss crisscrogsing +the red disc existsd only in his imagina~-
tion. Arguments rapidly bedame tainted witi acrimonicus re-
marks and great personal feslings. The controversy ended in a
draw, but the "elaborate llartian culture", just beyond the blur
of the flickering images that danced in the eyepiece of his
telescope,remained an obsession to Lewell to the last of his
life. The impasse on the lartian question wilted public inter-
€3t on the matter, vhile at the sawe time international
volitical problems loomed larger on the herizén.

One of last public statements from Flagstaff before the cut-

break of the Great Tar consisted of an interesting and singular

claim. The editors of the Scientific American, in 1901,

mentioned:

"Prof. Pickering makes +tne following
statement relative to the light flash from
Hars: 'Zarly in December we recieved from the
Lowell Observatory in Arizons a telegram that
a shaft of light had been seen to project
from Mars lasting seventy mimutes. I wired
these facts to Burope and sznt out nsostyle
coples through this country. The observer there
is a careful, reliable man and there is no.
reason to doubt that the light existed. It was
given as from a well-known gsographical point
of llars,., That was all. dow the story has gone
the world over, In Europe it is stated that I
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have been in commmunication with Mars, and all

( sorts of sxaggerstions have sprung up. What-
<:> ever the light was, we have no meana of knowing,
- Wnether it had intelligence or not, no one can

gay. It is absolutely inexglicevle." 27.

September 15, 1501, = ir. Zenette, Justlice of the Peace in the
Trench village of Herbignac, 12t his gaze wander over the
evaning sky decorated with scattered clouds. He noticed an
urusual "atar" that slowly pulseted, matching a first magnitude
'star et 1t8 brightest. After calling fer his wife to witress
‘the sight, something like a searchlight beanm became visible.
illuminating the clouds in the vioinity of the phenomenon. The
French publication The Bulletin de la Societe Astronomique de

1France,Aprinted e letter from “lir. Eenette desocribing the
entire incident.28. ..

It is tempiing to muse a possible connection betwesn the

O’"\

‘“signal from arsa" énd tﬁe erisode in the sky over EHerbignac,
that perhaps vessels from the void of space were taking sim

at the planet zarth, The Frenée-astropomy pulletin topped its
earlier puzzler with another paiagraph in the same issue. It
declared that on Feoruary 9, 1902, a very odd "bolide" entered
the atmosphare near the starﬁcapella'over France. The “"meteoxr"
traced its firey course in an othrodox manner for about thres
gseconds and then cruvad its path tovard the star Algol, wherse |

it lcoped and sped off in a differsnt dirsction for a short

dist

1))

nce before starting 4o stray once more from a straight
trajectory. Near the ster Aldsbaran the "metecrw separated into

four parts which then vanishsed. The observer of the phenorsenon,
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leccated at the city of Hayre, tired the tctzal elapsed time of

i
ne "£all" at 12 seconds.

#

A very similar discription of the "fall" of a strznge "meteor"

is detailed in the book: The UFO ZTvidence on page 4. The incid-:
ent took place in the sky over San Diege, California, cn lay 13,
1¢52, at approximately 9:C0 P.i., PDT, and was racorded by an
asronautical engineer, whcse testimony was confirmed by six

other wiitnesses at scattered loceaticns in and around ths city.

el
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February 24, 1904, Awmerican Naval personnel aboard the U.S.S.
Supply noticed three red colored lights in the sky just below
a layer of clouds, The lights flew toward the ship, gaining
altitude as they approached. As the lights soarded higher and
higher, quiockly passing through the layer of scattered oclouds
which had provided a temporary backdrop, the men of the U.S.S.
Supply observed that each light was a glowving body of differ=-
ent size. The largest appeared to be six times the _size of the
sun and had the profile of an egg. The sscond largest object
about was _about double the size of the sun and the third
object about equal. The "mateors" were so remarkables special
( memtion was given the sighting in the March 1904 issue of the

& Monthly Weather Review. The officer that wrote up the report on

the opisode, Lisutenant Frank H. Schofield, apparently suffered
no 111 effects, career wise, from witnessing the "illusion", for

he eventually rose in rank to command the entire U.S. Pacifio

Fleet twenty years la.tar.* 2.

e o
-

-~
-
g
Ly

¥Sge the book Mysteries of the Skies -UFOs in Perspective by

Gordon I.R.Lore, Jr., and Harold H, Deneault. This covers much of
early UF0 history with an emphasis on a comparison of pioneer fegts
of early avSéﬁion with sightings of unexplained objects in the air.

b
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There is little mystery yﬂy the strange kind of " material as
that collected by Charles Fort -vent unrscognized as potentially
important to science. TFor example, the Sgisntific American
maygazine evén derided the idze of heavier-than-air flying
rachines as late as January, 1506, a full itwo yezrs after the
first successful trisls at Xitty Hawk.

As for things falling ouf of the sky, even conventional
ﬁeteorities were once considered pure hoozy a8 late as the
nid~-18003, Cauile Flammarioﬁ incluied the following in his

1

gold medal winning book: Popular Astronomy:

2%

%A rather curious faot is that, although %hs
encient traditions, the historiez cof antiquity and
of the Middle Ages, ~nd the porular beliefs, had
distinotly spoken of gtonags fallsn from tha sky,
stones of the air, serolite., ithe 3avani3 sould not
belisve in tham, Rithar thay denied the fact itself,
or they interpreted it quitse oitherwise, rege-ding
the stones fallen on thz earth &s shot out by
volcani¢ eruptions, raised .from the ground by
waterspcuts, or even producsad oy cerwvalin conden-
sations of xatier in the midst of the atmoanhers.t 30~

Thzat alien beings and tha2ir devices may e have besn couwing
énd 2olng in the esarth's atmosphere, was beyond th2 philosoph-
ical range of ocowtemporary understending of the vast majority
ol thosg living in the sery 1900s,did not fame Charles Fort.
Undiscouraged, he kext busy brooming off ocobwebbed incongruities
for decades. When his library searcnes pulled abreast of
gorrent events,)Fort 8till found encugh data occurring every
vezr to x32p him bvsy rzcording, comparing, and spedulating.

fort lets us in on some uncanny doings over Wales in the winter
of 19C4-05. Luminous gigbles in the air were noticed by crowis
&% outdoor revi%&l me2tings, One organizer of ti2 spiritual

renaiggances,; & rs, ., Jones, en owner of ome those nevfangslad

»

-
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autonoblies, gained 2 naw followaxr, *ut with a trist. A “1{éh%“
flying about in the air took & liking to the her brasgs-trimed
vehicle and paced her car over & long s?retoh of road in spite
o{?;%forte to 2lude it. The English nevspacer, the Daily liail,
even sent teams of raportars to track down the strange balls

of 1i,ht., These investigators caugnt sight of tasir quarry,
hovrevar efforts to trap one proved fruitless. The reporiars
shrugged their shoulders and blamed the phenomsna on extra~
ordinary examples of will-o'éWiSps?LOne supposes the Till-o'!-
Wisp theory of these lights still stands, though modern scisnce

3ays it knows of no examples of burning rarsh gas, termed

gnas fatuus ia scientific c¢ircles, to last for any zreat lenght
of time, rise more than sax inches froum the ground, or %e

appezr any brighter then € .fegble glow.

14

A later =dmrer of Fort, Eric Frank Russell, rechecked records

covering 1905 and had this to say about some strange lights
émcnxgwﬁeaha .
seen in sky across the channs;A}n the month of April:

"...a mysteriuos thing hung around over Cherbourg, France,
for ssysral nights. It was luminous, Wow and again it shifted
position in a manner impossible for a star. Observers deluged
the papers and teochnical- journals drasing attantion to the
phenomenon.

The result was a three-sided fracas, two groups of autho-
rities against the laymen. One bunch of experts dscidsd that
& lot of imbsciles had been gaping at the planet Venus. Anot-
her bunch assertad that many ignorant nincompoops could not
recognized Jupliter when they sav it. The imbeciles and
nincompoops went right on swearing that they could see , and
that it was neither Venus nor Jupiter.

A bureaucrat then suggestesd that the vision was that of
a captive balloon, but no such balloon could be identified

Ll N e T
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and the theory was dropped. Fronch astronomers cars Fullve
kept away from the scene and a solitary expert wenz iglly
have a look for himself. Commander da Kerillis, naster of
a warship and not an expart in aerial phencmena, mads
semi-offiocial observations,reported that conditions had

proved unfavorable for acsurate dignoasis and that 311 he

was pr ; + e
Venug.?p%§§? to say was that the objsct was not +he planet

Fort rzlays to us from the London Times a oJutting datad Dec—

exber 10, 1907, about a ir. R.W. Purdy, who watoned an unex-—
Hrwie anngd
plained "lauwp" sailing thrcuzh the airprace toward him acress

b e it + - ——

an open field and taen chenging its wind and spezding olf in
caotasy direction.as'
. The summit of this series of flying lights and objects

wa3 reached in 19L7. The Jduly iscue of the Honthlv Wsather

hevi2y pgave 2 coaplete ani unmistskadbly ¢lear picture of the

azrial pheaonenon thet challenged science for rscognition. The

o e o ——— ATy S P S ——A® 4= T 2d

unnatural and distincetly artifical suve hovering in the air,
agcompanied by a mysterious globle of encrgy that exploded,

and the fact that the tube seemsd To be disintegrasing with
intenss, delibrute fury, were slements of iae account that -
should havre bhezn engravel on ta: wind of an alert scientist

for future r3farance(8se Illustration).
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A POSSIBLE CASE OF BALL LIGHTNING.
Bv Winkia¥ M. ALEXANDER, Locul Forecaster, Dated Buarlington, Vt., Aagust 18, 1907

During the month of July, 1907, the weatber in the Cham-
plain Valley,1f not 1n the entire State of Vermont, was character-
1zed by several interesting (mot to say abnormal) features.
Perhaps the most promnent feature was the large number of
violert, and in many cases destructive, thunderstorms that oc-
curred. A considerable number of lives was lost and much
valuable property destroyed by hghtmmng. Without doubt
one of the most singular, certainly one of thé most unusual,
glectrical phenomena known to the wnter ocourred at Burhing-
ton on the 2d, incident to the passage of a barometric depres-
sion from the Lake region to the lower St. Lawrence Valley
during the last days of June and the first days of July The
distinciive feature of this storm was the single peal of thunder
or explosion attended by what 18 believed to have been a case
of “ball” or “globe ” hghtmng The *explosion” was so
sudden, s0 unexpected, and so terrific that 1t startled practi-
cally the entire city, and there was a general, spontaneous
rush to the window or street to see what had happened

Effort has been made to obtain from eyewitnesses all cb-
served detmls of mmportance relative to the phenomenon, but
1t appears that altho all heard the sound only a few actually
saw anything Fortunately, however, there were competent
and relisble witnesses whose statements are given below m

Ty own 'Words.
u{isb:yilohn 8 Michaud says

N1 \\{u standing on the corner of Church and College streets just in
frols of the Howard Bank and faclag east, engaged in convorsation with
Ex-Governor Woodburyand Mr A A Buell, when, without the slight. st
dicatfon or warning, we were startled by what sounded lhe a most un.
usualand terrific explosion, evidently very near by. Raising tuy oyes and
looking eastward along Collego street, I observed a torpedo-shaped body
svme 300 feet away, stationary in axﬁ)emnce and suspended in the alr
about 50 feet above the topsof the buildings  Inslze, it was about 6fvet

. long by 8inches In dlameter, the sheil or cover having admih appeaiancy,
with here and there tougunes of fire issuing from spots on the surfuce re-
sembling red-hot unburnished copper Altho stationary when first
noticed this object soon bogan to move, rather slowly, amt disappeared
over Dolan Brothers’ store, southward. As 1t moved, tho evsering
sermed rypturing In places and thru these the intensely rod flaines Issued
My first impression was that it was some explosive shot from the upper
portion of the Hall furniturs store. When first sgen 1t was surrounded
by a halo of dim light, some 20feet in diameter There was no odor that
I am aware of perceptible aftor the disappearance of the phenomenon, nor
was there any damage done 80 far as known to me Altho the shy was
entirely clear overhead, there was an angry-looking cumulo-nimbus
cloud approaching from the northwest, otherwise there was absolutily
nothing to lead us to expect anything so remarkable And, strange to
o8y, altho the downpour of ruin followmg this phenomenon, perhaps
twent) minutes later, lasted at least half un hour, tirere was no indica-
tion of any other fash of lightning or sound of thunder

Four waehs have past since the gcourrence ot thisevent, butthe pteture
of that scene and the terrific concussion caused by it are vividly before
me, while the erashing sound still rings m my ears I hope I may never
hear or ses a similar phenomenon, at least at such close range

Mr Alvaro Admit says .

I was standing 1 my store door fucing the north, my attenticn was
attracted by this << ballof fire”’ apparently descending toward u point on
the opposits side of the street in front of the Hall furniture store, when
within 18 or 20 feot of the ground tite bull exploded with a deafening

- d, the ball, before the explosion, was apparently 8 or 10 inches in
seter, the halo of light resulting from the explosion was B or 10 fegt
, meter; the light had a y«llowish tinge, somewhat lihe a candle
'we D0 uoise or suund was heard before or after the explosion, no
1 aurage was done so far 28 known to e
Mr W, P Dodds (who was on the south side of the sireet,
1n the office of the Equitabie Life Insarance Co ) says.

I saw tha * hall” jast befors the expdasion, it was moving apparently
from the northwest (ovar the How:id Bank Bullding) and graduaily de-
e nding ; did not nee it at the moment of Lthe oxplosion, or aiterw wd; no
damnb« - tosulted so far as kuoswis Lo me
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F1is 1 —Plan of small section of Burlington, Vt , drawn (not to cxact
seale) to show roughly the seyveral placos mentioned in eonnettion with
the electric phenomenoa of July 2, 197 1. Howard National! Bank
2 National Biseuit Company 3 Iaills Furnitare Company {4 Fer-
guson & Adsit’s store 5. Dolan Brothers, 6 Nguitable Life Insuranee
Company 7. Standard Coal and fce Company. .

1bhe following account 18 taken from the Burhngton Daly
Free Press of July 3, 1907

A forerunner to one of the series of heavy and frequent thunderstorins
that have characterized the early summeor in this vicinity startled Bm-
lingtonians yestorday just Lefore moon Without any preluninary dis-
turbance of the atmosphere, there was a sharp report, the like of which
is seldom heard It was much louder in the business section of the
city than elsewhere, and pa:ticularly in the vicinity of Church and Cel-
lege streets People rushed to the sireet or to windows to learn what
had happened, and when a horse was seen Hat in thoe street in front of
the Standard Coal and Ice Company's office it was the geueral hnpre~sian
that the animal had been struck by lightning and killed This theory
;vas not long entertained, as the horse was soon struggling to regam hix

eet' . #® &

Ex-Governor Woodbury and Bishop Michaad were standing on the
corner of Church and College streats in comversmition when the reé\zn
startled them. In talking with a Free Press man later in the day Gov-
ernor Woodburysaid his first thought was that au explosion had occurred
somewhere in the immediate vienity, wd he turned, expecting to see
bricks fiylng thra the alr  Bishop Virchaud was fas Ing the east aud saw
a hall of fire rushing thru the alr, appaiently just east of tho National
Bisroit Company s building  A\hvaro Adsit also saw the ball of fire as
did a young man who was looking out of a window in the Stroug Theater
Building Avother man with a visid imagination deelared that tha bl
struck the eenter o7 . vllege street near the Standard Coal and fea Com-
pany’s oilice, knoex . :ho horse down by the jar and then bounded up
again to some un vd point inthe <shy ¥ * % The unusual dis-
turbance was fo'l: n a few minuics by a donapour of ran, which
contivued, wath b . Lerruption, for nearly two hours

Another deser .d the sound as “Iike the teiring,of new
cambiic”. AN agree that 1t was the most starthng phenome-
non of the kund ever experienced, becaunse so unexpected!
The “explcsion ” was followed in a few mnutes by a heavy

e s e - — o ———— — —— e o e -

P This *ball of fira” may have boeu n distant meteor, ard it will be
narth while to seck for obsoryations by distant obseriers tbout oen,
Tuesday, July 2, 1NT —~Epivon,
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Chapther TFive r.87
© abeux
4 Book A, the Damned .

the famad Anerican author Tasodores [reissr is vest known for

his litsrary achievewents such &35 Sistsr Carrie, The 'Ganuis',

‘and An Auerican Trapedy, but he could claiu another,rature

unique,distinction. Charles Fort had only two olose frieads

and Dreiser zas one of thnew. Ireiser had a brilliant nind,

though his personality wae riddled with grotesqueries Aoften

resulted ; in behavior 'thst w¥&s unpredicable and childish. He
. amd. asidi

. Wwas also fesglnated with the blzarre, (sadee from being some-

thing of a woveric himsslf, Dreiser possessed two other things
tnet would prove benefiocial t; Charlsgs Fort's writing career:
z podition of success thstﬂéave hin 1everege with book pub~-
1ighers =nd o stor Yy tempsrment tnat ould not alwavs 4aks

no for an ansver.

Drziser had taken over the ocditorship of Swith's Megazine in

”

119C5~and was casting aoout for interssting manuseripts waen

a fox appeared writiea vy a felloy named Charlea Fort, Iraizer

~imnedlately noticzd the extraordinary wit and percention in

23says eubmitted,oy Fort, ad believing tqe accentric Eromx
~author would makﬁ 1% big on2 day, he fslt 1t would nrove

profitable and entertaininw to cultvivate the unusual thinkerts
Ao ovw avsvd on

’acquaintance.fprenser 1ike to tell his aditer friesnds of the

‘'otazr shagsy pulps what rare sbilitiess xere laten in the, &s

»

yet,unknovn free-ioncer he had discovered, Fort tried to live

ug to Iroiser's sxpactations and ssribvled over 34 million
7ords wortn of novals of styletic quality, but the man-

uscripts lacked  signifiocant theme§. . N

t
y
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The first{and onlv) publiohed novel by Tort, Ths Cutcast

Janufactursrs, ‘initroduced him tc the public in 1909, written

in a ranner that set hiwm arsrts o mixture of incongruity and
the ludicrous:”...a dead horse lying in the south side gutter,
boys jumpinz on it enjoying the elasticity of its ribs..."f=
Tort , & timid, heavyset fallow, pest i ng ot the world through
thick glaases, never qulte né¢shed gears with the main str@am of
society. Witudrasn, he turasd %o his owxn psculiar world for
satisfaction. Turther inheritance voosted his income to a level
where ne did nct really have to write for a living, so he
read and wrote what he pleased all day long and atianded the
fowvles with his wife, Anna, almost every eveaning.

5ti1l1 prodded vy ths words of John Jaccb Asfor, Fort continued
to take notes cn "mysterious forces and influences", patterns-
of orphanad fraakes of data.

Ho dewrsd Off two rvurely fictional manuscripts,indirectly in-
3pired by th2 werid materizl he had s0 far g= &°Ied,tltlua
"X and "Y', Fort did not think too highly of the worka and
gventually threw them into the fireplaca, Vhile the menuscripts
did not survids, the‘iwo ideas the tales~‘ yere built around
nevertheless lived to play a minor role in our own story
later on. Before they were burned, Dreiser tried to peddle

the two menuscripis to publishersMM M@-luckw&ﬁ% .

But then another idea toox hold in Fort's mind. Fe begen to
toy vith the thousht of using tne odd faets he had avcumulatad
for the nucleus of a non-fiction work, sewn together with his
commentary on the importanc: of th2 information and the racept-

ion tue aciaqtific outcasts had 80 far reziaved.
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By 1208 the making of z new wave of reports was shaping up
and Fort kept close watch on the newspapsrs. Two early évants,
however, took placé teyond the reach of the New York newspapers.
Myriads of stars were sparkling coldly in the velvet pall of
the heavens over tha siate of Washington ons night early in the
wonth of February, 1908, when a bright point of lignt in the aky
vas aeen to move aobout, Atiracting tha atteation of those per-
sons living just north of Tacoma.

On February lst the followling occurrsd:

"...{a) mysterious flying objact desoribed as three
times as bright as the planat Jupitar, displaying colore
of dark red, pale green, yellow and brilliant whits,...
(vas sesan) crulsing the eveaing skiss over the region
around Tacoma between the hours of 7 and 9 o'clock ...
Rumors iag such tosns as ¥Xent, Grays Harbor, and Tacoua
had %28 phsnomenon eéxplainad as a Japanesas alcship apying
out the Paclfic ooast. On one ooccasaion something like a
rocket sas sdsn JAlschawged apparsntly from the unknown
object." 3.

For thrae nights $as light was sa2n, a2 faot which prompted a

wantion in the daily newspaper:

"Kent, Wash. , Feb, 3 =-{Special) --For iwo nights past
mush curiosity has hesn aroused by the appearance of a
large oright light apparently low in the westsern sky, two
‘or three time#s a3 bright as Jupiter. It was obaarved both
Saturday and Sunday nights betwsen the hours of 7 and 9
o'clock, moving slowly from north to south. Suggestions
vore¢ made that it might be an alrship, and telephone in-
quicies wars mads covering o distance of two or thrae miles
from this place, but no satisfactory ans«ers wers reciaved.
At times the strange light did not appear t0 be more than
10 to 12 miles distant, All sorts of conjsctures are ven-
tured as to the mysterioue illumination."™ 4
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Early in the eveniqéof February 4th)a whole train full of
people saw the strange light:

" As the Northern Pacific train waited for the Fiftsenth
street bridge 106 come down on the rail line that orossed
the tidal flats near Tacoma, Washington, the engineer look-
ed up and saw a strange multi-colored light in the evening
sky traveling north to south. So prominent was the 1light,
the train's conductor and some of the passengers left the
coaches and ran down the track to get a better look. One
person h®d field glasses and said he descerned a cigar-
shaped mass." 5,

The following day this editorisl appeared on the matter:-

"...things are crowding the limit when the Jap pre-
empts the air. Hers is the sgarchlight of this airship
plercing the night, like the glowing eye of a demon, to
startle the peaceful folk of Kent. Not them alone, but
this matter touches us all., Trains are halted in their
progress across the tideflats while passengers sweep
with tele scopes ~-not traveling bags --the circum-
ambient atmosphere to detect the lurking place of this
ocreature. This thing must be stopped. A citizen wander-
ing home at night must not be further unduly alarmed at
his mentel condition because, forsooth, multi-colored
lights flash through the heavens. A free moral agent
should not be so decieved into signing the pledge. This
airship must be captured. We do not know its intentions,
tut we have no doubt that they are svil., Perhaps it
fitted over this city to detect the dark designs of that
suggestive democratic convention or the cracks in prim-
ary law. If so it was a useless labor; the people sea
through these. Perhaps it seeks to spy on Captain Howell
and his battery of artillery. If so, we warn it that it
will fail. Perhaps it wants to learn howv *Billy' Poulh-
amus at Sumner managed to procure the payment of an over-
charge c¢laim from an express company. If 8o, it is doomed
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to disappointment: nobody knows. Perhaps it would
captur;pghat record-breaking hen at Kent., Or perhaps
it would discover the reasons for operating etreei_:w
cars with flat wheels or delve into the nysteries

of the lighting problem. If so, it will have to

ocome close to earth.

And hers will be the opportunity for 1ts capture,
easily affected by the usual method of salt on its
tail.

But where is the hero? Truely we are living ine

fearsome age.® ¢ ,

The "alrships" were back again, and so were the mysterious

"meteoras",

\
June 30, 1908 a huge, tube-like, shape sped toward the earth

out of the the depths of space, plunging into the atmosphere
high over central Asia, The thing belched great clouds of smoke
a8 it streaked lower and lower over the territory of Imperial
Russia, rushing into the frigid, forested wastes of Siberia. A
mass of 50,000 tons was zooming downward on & shallow slant at
30,000 miles per hour., As the thing approached the headwaters
of the Tunquska River north of Lake Balka, the visitor from ;
space suddenly exploded at an altitude of 5,000 feet. A blinding '
flash 1it up the resote Tregion followed instantly by a roar i
that sounded like ths sky itself was being torn apart. The :
forest for miles around collapsed as a mushroom cloud boiled

tens of thousands of feet into the stratosphere.
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As high as an altitude of 50 miles,strange luminous clouds
floated about in the atmosphere after the tremendous blast.
Fer days the glowing vapor parsisted in the.heavens over the

Tunquske River area;z

The fate of the unusual *bolide", which witnesses said resembl-

4 a glant shuttle and had left a peculiar wake of smoke made
up of glowing gas, whirling flames, and sparks, became s major
scientific puzzle. Before the enormous explosion there had
been & mass of an estimated 50,000 tons, but afterward, though
the effect: of the blast was easily visihle, no debris of the
colossal body could be found.

Here are the results of field investigationa:

#l. The entire stricken area of forest spread to
the south-east to the north-west, that is to say,
in the direction of the meteorits's flight before
falling. Mcrmally, the place where a metsorite's
falls is in the centsr of such destruction, but in
this case it was like the handle~-end of an outspread
fan, at the extreme north-west point of the affected -
area.

#2. The neighbourhood of the fall was studded with
small craters or funnel-shaped holes. Search in some
of these brought no result whatevsr in the form of
any unusual substances, debris, ect.

In 1928 and again in 1929 other expeditions, equipped
with electro-magnetic detactors and drilling apparatus,
were similarly unsuccessful. N¢ material traces of the
metesorite were discovered.

Nothing whatever remained of the glant meteor which
orashed to earth. Stony metsrorites are never of great
8ize and thelr fragments are dispersed like those of
metallio meteorites.

Thersfore this huge celestial body had either been
volatilized or disintegrated(!). .

(
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Dispatches from Elurope 15 1908, meanwhile, told of incandes-
cent spheres expioring the English countryside and taking
rests at intervals over farmhouses,

Aleo,stories of mysterious.visitdtions.by unexplained "air-
ships" cropped up M. differsnt parts of the eastern United

States during the winter of 1908-09. Among these accounts was ‘

a spectacular searchlight p;obing of Worcester, Massachusstts,
twice, by a large object in the night sky with the profile of
a cigar. Police and newsmen, we zro told, were greatly excited
over the incidents. Hunting, West Virginia; Chattanocoga, Tenn-
essee; and numsrous towns in the state of Alabama, housed

; thousands of victimsjéairship "illﬁsions". .
'g:) - England recieved only a few months respite before sightings
- of strange things in the night sky began anew, swamping news-
vaper editors. March, 1909, at Peterborough, a strange shape in
the evening heavens, for example, was sketched on the note
pads of constables. The thing appeared to narrow, oblong, and

equipped with a glaring headlight. Fort read in the London

¥

Daily Mail an editorial ¢omment .on the continuing sightings of$

mysterious lights and objects in the sky,which saldpno more
space in the Mail's columns would be given over to any..such
reports until tangible evidence was obtained. An aviation

expert, C.S.Rolls, offered his judgement tﬁat every report

- p.

4
t



-~

O

could not be written of f 30 simply, as an organizer of
England's Aero Club, he pressad for 8 more tolerant viaw,
Anothsr c¢orrespondent, Fort rscorded, debated the reality

of the obsarvations reportsd over neacly the zhole of England
by expressing doubt aay airport facilities for such a craft \

would fail to com2 to the attention of authoritiecs. Furtin-

more, if continental powers wer2 snooping, the gentleman ateted,

why haven't thelr zepplins been tracked crossing the seas around

our ialand nation? Moreover, the nawspaper Weekly Dispatch
computad tha locations and times of the different alraship
glghtings and protested that if the mystery object was a
zepplin it would have had to achieve the impossible spased of

over 200 milss per hour. lo

No mention of the Tngzlish airshlip wave of 1939 can be couplete

howevar, without bringing up the alledged esplasode that was
supposed to have taken place on the summit of Caerphilly
Mountain in Wales on Hay 13, 1909. For many yesars students of
the UFO problem have r2lied on Charles Fort's accountd 6f the
ca8e a8 it appears on pages 631-632 in the voluamne: The Books
of Charles Fort.

Fort had taken an item from thé newspaper Daily Mail, a story
told by a Mr. Lithbridge, who claimed to havs seen two figures
dressed in thiock overcoats standing near a big "tube-liks"

contraption parked in a field. According to Mr. Lithbridge, he

surprised the "alrship crewron", who became alarmed and jabbered

away in somé incomprehenslable language with heavy accents, and
then jumped into their craft and took off.

Many fans of Fort's work belisve that Mr., Lithbridge may have

—
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had an encounter with souwe alien explorsrs from outer space,
but such a hope 1a at odds with Fort's own opinion. If one
reads Fort carsfully, one can see that Fort discouats the
possibility that any creatures from Mars were involved. It
seamed to Fort that Mr. Lithbridge's tale was a fake and thét
the man merely had a desirs for publicity.

An examination of this story as it orginally appear=d in the
Daily Mail discloses that irs Lithtridge discribed the airship
creswadn a8 quits normal in appearance and the airship they
were flying as one of a conventional design. These detalls are
not given in Fort's writings shioh explains how the case has
besn misintsrpeted, nonetneless, since the orginal Dally Mail
verasion is not readily available,misunderstandings will pro-
bably continue,

The picture of the 1909 airship "scars®™ should include a
word or two about the political climate at the time which would
help explain Mr. Lithbridge's hoax. Fears in England concerning
yhe gar-like intentions Germany's Kaissr had reached such a - -
pitch by 1908 the Parliment instructed the a "Committss of
Imperial Defaense" to establish an iavasion inguiry. Barbara
Tuchman touched on the matier in her book: The Proud Tower, a

superdb historial works:

"The Committee's conoclusion that a successful
invasion could not be mounted was not known to
the public, which felt an awful fascination in
the toplo. Erskine Childers had raised it in an
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absorbing novel The Riddle of the Sands, in
1903 and William Le Queux more emphatically
if loss artistically in a novel called The
Invasion 'ocf 1910 thich ran as a serial in
the Daily liail in 1910 and was advertised
through London by sandwich-men dressed in
Prussiesn vlue uniforms and spiked helmests,
In 1909 Guy du laurier'!s play An Enzlish-
man's Home, which dramatized an invasion

by the forces of the "Empsror of the Norta,"
openad at Yyndham's Theatre and played to
packed houses for eighteen months. Thz idea
of invasion becams almost a pSycaosis.
Living at Rys on England's south coast ‘
Henry James felt "exposed," as he nervously
wrote a friend in 1909. He worried that
"s#hen the German Empsror carries tho next
war into this country, my chimney pots,
visible to a certain distance out to sez,
may be his first objective." il.

It should not be considered strange then, that airship reports
again gained in frequency in English newspapers in 1913, as the
international situlation heated up to its feared conclusion,
though there was no exact reason why the second outbreak sihould
have hit the English public in the month of January.

By 1913 even the conservative London Times was receptive to
airship repOﬁfs, and on January 6th headlined:"Unknown Aircraft
|

Over Dover". Cases listed by authorities during January were
almost identiocal to those of 1909. On the 2l1st, for example, the

Timss printed:

"It is stated that on Friday evening last an
airship was seen passing over Cardiff in the
direction of Svansasa.

Captain Lionel Lindsay, Chief Constable of
Glamorgenshire, says: ~-tat a quarter to 5 I
noted the object. It was dusk and foggy, so
that one could nct define it. It was much
larger and moved faster than the Willows air-
ship and left in its trail a dense voluune of
smokes I callzad the attontion of a bystander
to the object, and ae agre=d that it 25 some
large'ovject. It disapreared quickly." /3,

i ~
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, The great enigma that presents itss1lf here is whether the
(’Qf/ political tensions, produced the airship storieés, 'or that ~ -

éomethiné-strange in the air was producing the¢ political
tensions. Also, the advance qf technology brought new allies
to the suspicion something extraordinary may have bsen
happening. The h&gazine Tlight, the journal of the Aero Club
of the United XKingdom, felt qualified to weight the evidence
from a gtandpoint of a decade of experience with powered
flight: '

"Yst again the throb of an aerial motox
end the whirr of a propeller has been heard
during the hours when most worthy citizens
are abed. This time ths mysterious aireraft
was heard at Dover at 5 a.m. on the 5th, but
it was not unlikely an aviator from a flying
ground, not a hundred miles from Dover, out
for a very early spin. No doubt if aviation
progreszes as rapidly in the future az it
has done in the past it will not be long be-
fore episodes such as this will not be deem-
* od just in the day's or night's events." /4,

Ory

After a couple of weeks the editor of Flight had second
thoughts about his first explanaticn for the mystery:

"I am wondering whether the uysterious
Dover ‘!a&irship! after all is found in the
guggestion that the noises were due to a
motor boat 'Sapphoj ! owned by & ¥r. .Walker,
which was knoyn to have besn entering
Dover Harbor with its engines unsilenced
at the very time when the dirigble was
supposed to have been passing overhead.

In that case, where did the bright rapidly
moving light come from? Could it have been
supplied by imagination? If it indeed were
& dirigivle, where did it go to, for it is
hardly conceivable, since it disappeared
inland, that it could continued its cruise
(:> without being noticed by other people.” 15,
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The new wave of mystericus airships over England was accom-
ranied by énothar spectacular "meteor fall" that behaved in
a remarkable manner.
A little after 9 o'clock in the evening, February 9, 1913,
an amazing cluster of "bolides" oruised a distance of 2,500
miles through the &atmosphere as measuréd from the first
locality it was spotted, at Regine, Saskatchwan, Canada, to ,
the last point =t the phencmenon was visible far out in the
Atlantic over Bermuda. If the "bolides" did finally oome to.
earth, they must have struck the oceap in itns lonely expans?
of the south Atlantic where the fate of the visitors from

space went uncbserversd.

The Journal of the Royal Astronmical Society of Canada called

the passage "An Extraordinary Meteoric Display®™, and dsveted
seventy pages of one 1issue {o the amszing sight.

Awed witnesses of the meteors living in Canada's Ontario
province and right across the bordgr in New York state, coopser-—
ated wvith professor C.A.Chant, who investigated the display,
by senting him digeripiions of shat they had seen: One person

wrote:
bt

ﬂThere ware probably 30 cr 32 bodies, and
the peculiar thing about them was their
moving in fours, tnreas, and twos, abreast
of one another, and so perfect was the lining
up you would have thought it vas an aerizl

. fleet manceuvring after rigid drilling.

Avout half of them had pea3sed vhen an un~ .
ugually large one hove in sight, fully ten
times as large as ‘the others,

iFlve or s8ix would appsar in two detachments,

1
i
!
i
)
¢
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probably 5 seconds apart: then another
wait of § or 10 seconds and another de-
tachmant would ccme into view. We could
see sach dstactrent for probably 20 to
25 seccnds. The display lasted about 3
minutes." g

Correspondence from another witness read:

"There would be nurber of the bodies in

8 line with a light streak betresn tnew;
and the last was one larges ball by itself.
The display lasted fully 3 minutes., Whale
we wore gazaing with awe on the brilliant
disglay {ar 2bove us in the clear sky a
voice from & group Oof men vas heard to say:
10h, boys, I'll tell you what it 1s --an
aeroplane race.” 7

A8 unusual as the display vas, the meteoric firballs did not

deivate from accepted rulea of physics. Professor Chant was,

however, puzzled by an artical s2nt along with the bolide

clippings:

sam¢ path as those seem the night before:{jfﬁ_

' !
1

’ -

)

"In conclusion I shall refer to a curious
cbservation reported in The Toronto Daily
tar for Morday, February 10. At about 2
p.m. on that date some of th=s occupants of

a tall bullding nedr the lake front saws
soms strange objects moving out over the
lake and p®ssing tc the east. They were
not seen clearly snough to determine their
nature, but they did not se=m to bs clouds,
or birds, or smoke, and 1t was suggsstad
at the time that pef haps, they were air-
ships cruising over the city. Afterwards
it was surmsed that they may have been of
the nature of meteors moving in wuch tne

e S

Al
- - - r
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The Toronto Daily Star also printed:"Thsy passad from
west to easé, in thres groups, ani t.sn returnad west in mors,

i;} 'sontiared foruation, acout  seven or eight in all," 9. x

Whils the Toreonto Daily Star account agrees witn the

meteor theory by remarking th;t tae3e objacts seen on

tae 10th traveled in groupa, the stateuwent that the

objects reversed direction rules out any connection

wita the bolides observed the night‘before.zg‘

Tae editors of the English aviation magazine Flight, in
Maxrsh, 1913, expressed an opinion on the English airship
mystery then ian progress by noting that it was "grim
humoxr" for the nation's Parliment to order +the military
to open fire on any more unidjentified aircraft when
thars was no weapon in England's arsenal equal to the
task 2 o

The specter of the CGeraan war machine cast its shadow
over the riddle of the unexplained things in the air
just as the Great War of 1914=~1918 turned Europe into
an ar2na of deatn and destruction.

Charlee Fort ococupied himself during the ysars of con-
flict doing rssearoch and putting thoughts to paper, From
sober solentific journzls Fort complied lists of strange
showers from the sky. Strange bscause they consisted
entirely of organisms. Bugs, worms, fish, and bits of
mattar thét yere composad living cells,were discovered by

Fort and sorted into catagories. Hitharto iganored, the

data once coancuntrated pressnted .werid . possibilities

T Fort sas not slow to ponder.
O P

Center for UFD Studies
P. 0. Box 11
Northfield, IL
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Tue ForTEAN

September, 1937

THE NOTES OF CHARLES FORT
ARE PRINTED HERE for the FIRST TIME

HIS 1s the man who liberated munds.

The Socrety founded to do hun honor

tan express its appreciation in 0o more
significant terms. At 2 time when the faith
of Science 1n its own works was so absolute
that 1t paralyzed the thought of the world
and prevented any child from becomng
aware-of its own 1gnorance, this man wrote
The Book of the Damned and set free a suff-
ctent number of mentalittes to prevent: true
untelligence from complete extinction. He i
seated at a checkered board with hundreds of-
“men before im. He used to say that his.
game, “Super-Checkers , was his chief ¢taim
to fame. In reality he was unng the device
as 2 means to ivestigate prognosucs. In
fwnmofTHEFOmAN,thcrqwrd
of hundreds of “games , played soliarre, will
-be printed from Ins notres. :

All Fart’s books are out of
L' Soaety can supply them. s
Tue Boox or TaE Damnep (1919 ~
New Lanps (1923)
- Lol (1931)

pnntbu% the
1

CHARLES FORT

~
Wb TaLents (1932) v
Charles Fort died May 3, 1932 at the age
of 57 years. Ths picture was taken 1n (931
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THE FORTEAN SOCIETY

Box 192 Grand Central Aanex - NEW YORK CITY
3 Dale Hey, Hooton, Cheshire, Nogland )

-

No. 2390 ‘ Year ‘25 FS _

Member  Ray F Smith

This Mcmhership Card cercifies thae che person named on
the reverse side 1s 2 member of The Fortean Sodiety,
&oud standing for the penod designated. Membership atieses
an acnve interest 1 the growth of human enlighement and
an shhotrence of alt dogriane assumpuion The Sooery was
founded to perperuare thar pruiciple 1s 2 memorial ¢o Charles

Fort, author of The Book of the Dumn d, N
Wild Talnts % New Lands, Lot

TIFFANY THAYER, Sccretary

B RV VR S Y

. .
[

Fiu, 7.—From a sketch made by Mr. W. H.\Stevenson, Fenelon Falls. In the fores
part of & was a cluster of hright white stars ; the rear was a reddish reflection,
like glare frum fite. B, a bright white star, of the size of Venus €.
reddish clusters. D, a shower of red meteurs.

Ponthill (Welland Co.. 46 miles, 8. 10° E.).
ARTHUR GiLBEY. -

I saw several flashes reflected from the snew and seemirg to ¢ me

rom the north, The sky being clouded in that direction, 1 ¢ uld net

_see distinctly. but a few mements afterward I heard a rum'ling, shos

-and heavy, which 1 could not account for. 1 taok no notice of it vnn!

a few seconds later 1 heard it again. and then for a thicd tme. This
was about 910 p.m. The rumbling was very plain. T

Fort Frances (on Rainy Lake, midway between Ft. Wilbam and Wiaci-
reg).

e w %

Roperr Moore, M.D.

Dr. Moore did not sce the display, but on making his rounds in the
Indian village ncar Fort Frances he obtained the following stgry from
an Indian within 30 minutes aftér the phenomenon: “1 dw thent come
slowly from the northwest; first, a string like candles, atour forty of
them: then, after 3 minutes, another string in the <ame line and about
cight in mumber. They made the snow red quite a while after they had
disappeared in the cast. There was no scund, and they were lower than

g
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Fort was partiocularly fasinated with the organisum that
imade up the bulk of the 294 examples he had collected. Most

1

“wf the organic showers sere falls of thousands of small frogs.
" Fort mused visions of. add cargos scooped up by craft from
the starry regions, their nets bria full .of. squrming maasség
of amphibians. The fact that a ?all of -tadpoles had never

‘been reported,and always frogs just a few months old, made

e

bis fanciful thoughts more oredible. ~ :

‘
3

Fort's pen raced across dozens of pages,leaving vehind in- -

=y spired passages. A cerebral fever geipped him:

,"Once upon a time, when ming was an un-
daveloped suspiciousness, and I'd let dog-
matists pull their pedantries over ny per- :
ceptions, I nevertiheless collected notes

upon -vhat seemed to me to be umexplained
phencmena. I don't do things mildly, and

at the same tiwme much -enjoy myself in

various weys: I act as if trying to make
ellness out of something. A ssarch for the
unexplained becams an obsession." 22,

He took up his place in the vast gloom of the New York Public
Library. Eusty tomes gave up their eecrets. There he discovasred

"Monstrator" and "Neith", while commenting:

:

"1 think I conceive of other worlds and
vadt structures that pass us by, within a
fev miles, without the =ightesi dssire to
comnmuniocate.” 23,

-
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Forgotten proceedings were rehabilitated. An Admiral Collinson

heads an indvestigation into a mystery of flying lights over the

Inglish o3

son or per

H =2 .

n
th
19
w

o
th
o

st in 1866. The culprit was determined to be a per-

ons unknown., Fort pencils in a finish to it:

If anybody wonders why, if these seeming

vigators come close to this earth --as

ey do approach, if they appear only in a

cal sky =--thay 4o not then come all the ., .
y to this earth, let him ask a sea captain

y 8aid captain never purposely desends to

e bottom of the ocean, though traveling

ten not far away." 24,

More and &ore periodical cane under Fort's scrutiny; stacks of

aged books
Mutations,
their plgid
with braing

grew ever highar; scrawls filled acres of paper.
imposters, and irreconcilables were pried out of
nholes and rearranged according to nev tests. Bolides

s uncertain uranoliths, were followsed with stumped

selenograpjers and puzzled police, which then visd with aston-

ished astr

waiting foﬂ someone.

Having pr
Fort by 19
shifting o
zepplines
welqglong

The light
Over Hull,

nomers and excited editors. It was all there just

1]'

ccedzd chronologically, the pattern became clear to
4. But the sands of time were running out on the easy
data; for aside from the mischief of the press, real
nd airplanés were either testing their -vings or were

n the drawing boards. Already by 1913, the mystery

- Objects wejenprompting heated diplomatic notes.

s Dy this {time, s2em to have altered their waye also.

England, the luminosities in question hoversd motion-

less for 30 minutes and then sere seen "shooting awsy". Ipswich,

England, had lights in its :kies making & great number of turns

in the air

%nd than they were seen "dashing off"™ oval the he:izon.
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N In 19;? Fort's buddy, Dreiser,tcck tc inhabiting the New York
:€i> Libraéﬁzggeﬁake short, salf-taught,courses in the sciences,
geeking a simple cosmic scheme to the universe. Like more ihan
one project breispr started, the try was a flop, but it did T
give him a keener sppréciation of-an important manuscript.Fort
would ask him to read a few years hence. |

Meanwhile, unatle to press on any publisher Fort's "X" and "Y'
Dreiser etill hit it big with one novel of his own:iﬂ 1916,which

was the widely scclaimeéd work titled: The"Genius", This literary

effort was attacked as immoral by the "Now York Society for ths
Suppression Ef Vios")thus insuring the book's fast rice to the
top of the best geller list. Fort shot off =z letter to Dreiger
saying:" ...Hiehpriest of Evil.,..what shall I do to be lewd?...

1f\\' I write of the attractions of the planets, and of the affinites

N’ . A

) of atoms, Tthe are lusts, y2t, to save me, I can not convey - -
2£f

evil notions of astronomic and chemic abscenities,"
Only pretending to be annoyed at his lack of publishing success
Fort went hiﬁ ovn unhurried wey immersed in thcughts far removed
from the distractions of literary fame, He pennéd:"There are -
gulfs of theiunaccountable but they are bridged by terminology". e
And:"ConservBtism is our. oppositicn. But I am in considerable
syupathy with conseryatives. I em often lazy myself." 27.

The conflict in FEurope made the difficult cnore of separating
tha inexplicable from rumors or mlGiﬂtéIthatlonu of conventlon-
al phenomena nearly an 1mpos»ible task in English n-wsPapers. At
one p01nt during the Great War, elcven German zepplins crowdasd

L.fi:} the night sgy over London on a single bowbing miscion. Aided to
T such aerialztraffic jams, wae the further obstacle of blue-pen-

ciling cena&rs_cf the Imperial Ver Office.
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Likewise},little could be culled from the New York neﬁspapers
of interest to ,Fort, though the re=ason was not the war apparent;
ly, so:muéh as & temporary lull in the sightings of anything

unusual in the air. Equipped with & vital doggedness, Fort
spent the war years putting ﬁheﬁfinishing touches to the new

manuscript he had once promised Dreiser. By the time the

'Europsan conflict was over,he had almost completed his task:,

"In November, 1918, I made some studies
upon light objects thrown into the air
armistist day. I suppose 1 should have
besn more emotionally occupiad, vut 1
made notes upon torn-up papers thrown
high in the air from windows of office
buildings." 2@,

In 1219, Fort finally submitted the result of years of hard
thinking and tedious research for Drieser's inspection.-It was

a manuscript Fort called the Book of the Damned. As Drieser

scanned'the the worg he became ecstatic at the oonstgucticn
built from 40,000 werid notes. The collsction seemed to Drieser
an elephantine zadfly bearing down on the coﬁplacéncy of the
oruel world that had tormented him ever since his proverty
gtricken, and generally humiliating childpood. With haste,
Drieser met with the. publisher that handled hie éwn works, tc
demand that Fort'!'s book be published, or elss the contract
covering his own writingé could be cancelled, then and there.29‘
This aggressive rush managed to overcoms any lack of enthus-
iasm that would have sursly grested ?brt's errie manﬁscript
without a éponsorship of breiser'é stature. Fort himself

would havzs nover triumphed like that with this modest manner

and carefrec philosophy, though his literary style took up the
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slack witﬁ exotic explosions, capering comets, and discrip-
tions of falls of frogs carpeting the land and meking the
ground come alive,

The presses rolled. '

One can imagine the reception.Fort's work recieved in the year
1919. It was like flinging a dead polecat into a crowd of stuffy
aristocrats.Only the boldest bunch could field that kind of ,
football: writers, men with flexible and receptive minds,

Booth Tarkington, laid ub ill at the time, just happened to
find a few hours to spare to read the latest eend over over
from the bookstggzi“iﬁgknaug of another man's malady of cosmic
eize nightmares., Tarkington converted to the new improbabilities
right cfi’.a ohé.ny other men of letters were drawn toward the
novelty of.a fresh anarchy as the word spread. The Chicago

Dally News assigned Ben Hecht to review the Book of the Tamned

and he titled the resulting articB2 "Phantasmagoriophobie®,
praising Fortt!s work to the skies and coining the expression:

"Fortean". Hecht designated himself as the first disciple to

pay homage to the "Fortean" view of the universe. So intriqued

was the editor of the Daily Neys, a telegram quickly arrived
at Fort's humble Bronx apartment requesting information for a
biblographical sketch of the author of the fantastio new
book to b§ run the following day, 3“’ N
One auth§r~friend of Dreiser disputed with him about Fort's

semi-cyptic .. sweres. That, for exampie,‘perwinkles, blood,

snakes, egt,. can fall out of the sky froﬁ a2 mystexrious source
high in tﬁe air fort acocassionally refered to as an "Upper

Saragasso Sea",and not do violence to elementary sclznce,
/‘a
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Dreiser fired back:

)

" %70 dub him enormously ignorant of any-
thing is to use an sasy phase without
correct information. Fort is not enorm-
ously ignorant of anything. He is so far
above any literary craftsman now working
in this country -your own excellent self
exculded- that measurements are futile...
t0 me no one else in the world -so far-
has suggested the underlying depths &
mysteries and possibilitiss as had Fort. ’
To me he 1s simply stupendous & some day
I renlly believe he will get full credit..." 32,

I

Fort became restless after draining what he could from ths
New Yo2kx éity Library, so setéing his financial and personal
business in order, he wrote Dreissr that he and his wife were
going to sail for London in October(1920). Now a recognized
writer of sorts, Fort expressed his thanks to his benefactor
before leaving. 33.

In London the Forts set up housekesping close to the British
Mussum whére the strange American soon became a comron sight
as he rasumed his self appointéd tésk, & 8-5 workday of search-
ing old jéurnals and books. Once and while Fort sould spend an
afternoon;debating with strangers in Hyde Park, exchanges cf
which, unfortunately?{%ecords are extant. That park in London
was probably the only place in the world Fort could go unnoticed.

Of their London life, lirs. Anna Fort later told Dreiser:

|

" {Charlie)...used to stand in the street
and gaze at the stars and point them out

to me and tell me the meaning of it. Then

up in ocur rooms hs would throw open the

windows and stand gazing &t the stars.

That was his delight for a long, long time.” 34,
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So far Fort had conquered only & part of the reading publie,
though an influential segment to be sure,wlth the likes of Hecht-
and Tarkington. His Book of the Damned , reluctantly printed by

Boni and. Liverigh$, numbered.only about 1,000 copies in its

first edition and the publishers were not sure they could un-

-load all of that.

Elsewhers, -in the year 1920ﬁhHgGJWells developed a fasination

for soclalism as a way to build a better world. He reguested
and recieved an invitation to call on the self-appointsd
prophet of one of the most extrgme examplee of the economic
doctrine, Nikolai ;enin, who had overthrown the Kerensky
government and.was'now in proizgszi&ggﬁgﬁgmigésia into the
"Union of Soviet Socialist Republios"ﬁﬂells groped for a
oriticism of the Communist "wave of the future" to keep the
conversation interesting, @0 he proposed the possibility that
human technology might ultimately render larxism obsclete.
Lenin stared at Wells and proceeded‘to concede that %act,
but with a surprising difference. T;ere is an imagined limit
on human potential, Lenin said, if one entertains the pretent-
ion that we shall never contact other advanced civilizations
in the universe. If that occurs,.the Communist leader continued,

violence as a means of progress would face extinction.'ssi

Meanwhile, back in London, Fort became greatly amused. He

" dashed off a letter to his brother, Ray, back in Albany, New

York, saying that word had reached him of some persons, apparent-
ly readers of his book, pfobosing somekind of Lunar expedition
to obtain evidence of his wild suppositions. With his usual

Jocular flaiz, Fort .wrote that most assuredly & dslegation of
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spacesailers would soon arrived at his door bearing a sword
and an Admiral! oc&p on a velvet oushion. Tie letter of Fortts
was written some fime in the month of January, 1921. Fort was
probably refering to Professor's Robert Goddard's early exper-
iments with liquid fueled rockets which the New York Times

optimisticly touted with an artical titled:"Moon Rocket Ready
57’1

him the father of the modern rocketryswhich eventually did

Soon", n actual fact,Goddard!s pioneer efforts did meke ‘

lead to trips to the moon, but the Tiwmes was litile premature
with its estimation of & .launching date.
Yet Fort had no need to roam the solar system to deal with

matters of a cosmic nature. Something equally challenging

- 8eemed to exist .on .well-chartered routes here on earth.

After following a series of strange events in the New York

Times, Fort wrote:

"It may be that if beings from somewhere
else would seize inhabltants of this sarth,
wantonly, or ocut of curiosity, or as & matter
of scientific ressearch, the preference would
be for an operation at sea, remote from Ob=-
servations by other humens of this earth. If
such beings exist, they may in soms resgpects
be very wise, but supposing secrecy to be
desirable ~-they must have neglected psych-
ology in their studies, or unconcernedly ’
they'd drop right into Central Park, New
York, and pick up all the specimens they
wanted, and leave it to the wisemen of our
trives to explein that there had been a whril-
wind, and that the Weather Bureau, with its
usual efficiency, had published warnings of
it'" 3&: ) * )

e



N

]

f»leg

In early 1921|a secret terror stirred from its dark place ' i

of ambush. On January 29th, the 3,500 ton vessel Carol Deering

drifted ashore at Diamond Shoals, North Carolina, 1nexp1:cab3y
abandoned. When investigators boarded the ship, no trace of the
twelve man crew was found, nor waes there any olue to the cause
of. the mass disappsarance. 013 sailors were'éemiqued of a

similar ridéle of the sea ~vhen 1t was ’'disclosed dishes and

eating utensils were discoversd in the Carol Desring's galley
AL wraas

arranged for an evsning mealpnever eaten. The Deering cass

had an errie resemblance to a near legend in sea annals in-

vblving the ship Mary Celeste, found adrift in the Atlantie,

east of Portugal, on Decembsr 5, 1872. Still a seawvorthy

ship, the Ma:y Céleste!s provisions, ocargo, and longboat,

were intact. In the galley a dish of food was found half
consumed and numerous personal affects of the different
crewmen, such a3 books, letters, Qnd & razor, were discovered
in such.positions it looked as if their owners had.set then
down and walked away with every intenticn of‘returning in a
minute or two. An intensive official inquiry failed to 1garn
what had happened to the men aboard the Celeste and it became
extremaly difficult to find a érew to serve on the ship then
on. No sailor with the slightest superstitious belief in his
mental maksup would think of going aboard & "ghost ship".
Returnxng to ths Denring case, it se°med the chron:cles of
the sea would have yet another unsolved puzzlse without an
ending. Thp captain of the Dzering, hovaver, had b2sp married
to a very detsrmined woman.. The wife of the lesring's ski-nsr

Y
I
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tra&eled to Washington D.C. where she hoped someons in the
government would be syrpathetic and listen to her pleas for
assistenceAin finding her hus‘band..‘3 The minister of her

chruch -happened to ve in the Nation's Capital and he knew

' a Senator representing their state quite well,so with his

aid and a message found in bottle that had washed up on a

North Carolina bsach alledgely written by one of the Deering's
crewmen .telling of bveing kidnapped by pirates, the lady felt
shéacou1d|get someons iﬁ authority to give her an hour or so
their time.‘m,‘ w“ | .

Accompanised by her élergyman, the woman went to the ILepartment
of Commerée to bagin what she believe¢ would be & long, tedious
campaign ﬁd get a hearing. Ratu&é surprisingly, the'two wore
promptly ushered into the presence of Herbert Hoover(latzsr
elected.jlst President of the United States),the Secretary of
Commerce. Seoretary Hoover told his visitors the New York police
had uncqvered & scheme by a bBolshevist orlentated group during
a raid on the headguarters of a Soviet Worker's oiganizat;on on
East Fiftesnth Street of that ecity. Documenté that were seized
in the raid indicated a poss;bgg plot to stir up rebellions
aboard ships on the high seas. I; faot, Secretar& Hoover said,
the vessel William O'Brien, a feighter that wvanished in.April, ,
1920, te——%he—same—ine

had expe;ignoed unrest among its orew just before its departure
from New Ybrk harbar on ;@s.final voyage into oblivion. ﬁ}.
Hoover fur%her related to the two that the Deering and Q'Erien
were nost tPe only ships to coms to the attentibn of the gové%n—
ment becag#e ‘they -met a mysterioue fate. Up to ten ships hsa

'3
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been report¢d missing, and like the perviously named vessels,
not a singlé tracs could be found of the ships, much less of
the the crews. ﬁi;h a promise he would do whatever was possible,
Secretary Héover dismissed the grieving woman.

Seen in 1ts historical context Secretary Hoover's suspicions
simply mirrored the almost irritational fear of Bolshsvik con-
gpiraciaes swesping the United States at the time, Postwar
strikes and disorders were widespread and ma yﬁeare more than
ready to put the whole blame on ...~ alien, and therefore . .
ginisterﬂedeas, whose adherents‘were rictured ae crazed, be-
whiskered, bushy-haired, revolutionaries. Though the Bolsheviks
did cause some trouble, they were feeble and confused, playing 4
a.very small role in the labor unrest of the era.

True to hig word to leave no stone unturned, orders went out
from Hoover{to every conceivable government organization that
might help unravel the mystery. The State Department alerted
every Ameriocan embassy and consular post throughout the.world
and supplied them with full particul;rs on every seaman that
had been on the missing ships,on the chance at least one sailor
would turn up somwhere. The Treasury Department was instructed
to have 1lts subordinatq branchzs, the Coast Guard and Lifesaving
Servics, to ftart a search of beaches and hidden coves along the

eastern seabpard, looking for possible pirate hideouts. The Navy

‘recieved orders to patrol the coastal waters, challenge

20
suspicious vessels, andApick up and examine any floating dsbris.
Under Secretary Hoover's direct control, the Pureau of Navi-
gation oheck?d,the records of the ships —vith the hope they might

have had a b%aring on the strange disappearances. Even the

~
N
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Justice Department got into the act and assigned Secrat Service
agents t5 coordinate the total investigation. Not to be left
out, the U,S. Weather Bureau drew up a report on past storms
in the North Atlantic that might have caused the high loss of
tonnage. 48..
Though the full weight of the U.S.Government was employed, it
was all for naught. What drives home the singluarity of the -
rash of disappearanges was the alarm of the marine underwriters
in London. Pirates, storﬁs, floating mines, and Bolshevik plots,
didn't hold water with the experts on disaster at sea, Lloyd's
of London. The editor of Lloyd's List was quoted in the Nev York
Times to the effect that numerous details of the strange
vanishments just didn't fit conventional explanations. Why, the
editor asked, would the Desring cargo, for example, be leéft
intact by pirates and just the crewmen taken away, and the
ship, quite valuable itself, set adrift to publicized .the deed?
On the other hand, tgghiyglish expert want on, if the ships
reported missing;(byAgha time sh=tmwimawsstiomt reaching twenty
in number), had been sunk by misadventure or dszign, why hadn'{
the slightest bit of wreckage been obtained? The underwriter
could only conceive .of a fantastio conépiracy among ship
oyners %o °collect insurance money. As a result of such & balisf,
Lloyd's of London issued a mass cadnceliation of policies on

ships plying America's Atlantic coast, 96, 3
Vessels without insurance then vaunished and much later

aircraft began disappearing in the region. The whole area
of ocean off the coast of south.eastern United States

became nicknamed’the ghostly "Bermuda Triengle',

»



Chapter Six pit3
A Society of Forteans

¢

%i>; By 1923 Boni & Liveright »as again persuaded to publish a ;
collection of weird data couwplied by Charles Fort. This new
- acoumlation was titled:Nsw Lands and was created from nevs-
paper clippinge of pink halilstones, showers of charcoal, un-
dignified comets, odd "will-o-wisps", and other unbelievable
items. In NewcLands Fort proposed that there are "lands" in ¢
the sky, suspect regione resgponsibvle for svents that have
been anathematized. The idéa that some2one, or something,
trawls the thospherio ocean about .ug. super-epicuresans,
supsr-vats, and other phasing of staggering constsllational
vieions f£illed the volumne:
- "Ships from other worlds that have
M been seen by millions of th® inhabitants
S . of this earth, exploring, night after
. night, in ths sky of Franse,,England,
New England, and Canada..."f, .

An editor 6f a Camden, New Jersey, nswspaper, moved by.Fort's
conscriptions of errie statistices to&war against the lethargy
of conventionalism in science, urged that those of a Foriean
incliration should organize, & suggestion Fort discouraged on
the grouhdslfhat groupudiéoipline would attract fundarentalists,
occult, religlous, and éthers of. their ilk. Yet, an unconnected
event led to just such & step. It was the arrival .at Fort's
address of § letter from a Hr., Tiffany Thayer in the year 1923.
The letter @arked the beginning of a long friendshiy between

-Fort and Thayer,.Also a man-thét made his living with his pen,

Thayer woul@ become Fori's moat devoted apostle, a regulsr St.

Paul of Foréeanism. It was the afforts of Trois=zr that 124

to Fort's éiecovery by the reading public, but it ould te to
o ’ ‘

?

-
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.~ Thayer most of the"Fortean"business wou&d;owg itﬁ.perpetration.g'

The temperment of Thayer differed from Fort's,in that Fort did
always taks himself seriqusly, keepiﬁg some of his btiggest _.
laughs to direct &% himself, Thayver 's outlock was more serious
in conparison, remarking in his first letter to Fort that Ben

Hecht had humorously predicted the Book of the Damned would

make & high percentage of its readers go nuts before ‘they reach~

' ed the last page. Forst repliea, wiseoracking, that he knew most

people are mad anyway. Aft%r Fort's .death, however, .Thayer in-
s
terpeted "Forteaidisn" as;more than wiity swipes at "seientisn®,

and,unfortunately,abandoned Fort's.only signifiocant coniribution

to history: the spectulations about possible alien visitations.
While Fort snipped 5hip vanishment items out of the Nev York °
Iimes at his home in the Bronx and penned comments about balnc
from space fishing for earthly artifacts along lonely sealanes,

his strange ideas. gained support from an event at one of the

- most remote places on the face of the globe. at that éime, Re-

grettably the incident never came to Fort!'!s attention.

Nioholas Roerich, an American exglorer, glanced around at the
rugged peaks of the Altal Mountains whilefggrxecteg the tilt of
hat and wiped some sweat from his brow. The horse-mounted ex-~,

pedition under his command was making its way deep into the

desolate heartland of central Asia. The caravan plodded slowly

south from Urgo, Mongolia,ﬂpenses alert to possible attack by

marauding bandits, a8 .its trex, took it. pgssed .ary- waterholes

surrounded with animal cadavers, a grim reminder of the unfor-

l
giving nature of the country. At any mowment the expedition
|
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- could also be threaten by powerful winds that sometimes blew

- 4
with.such' gale‘force, small stones would be scooped up from

the surrounding, smooth, unbroken, and varicolored slopes

4

e
of the desert terrain andnsent flying through the air with

the power to inflict painful bruises.

Roerich

kept a daily record of the expedition's progress

through this inhospitedple land,and on the fourth of August, *

1926, was aesisting some Mongols in the erection of a

religious shrine:

"We complete the Suburgan. The Elder
Lama of Tsaidam comes to consecrate it.
Prince Xurlik Reise 3ends envoys; he offers
his caravan., It is significant bacause
the Prince usually molests travels". a,

\

{i} The following day's entry was far from routine:

"

"On August fifth --something remarkablel
We were in our camp in the Kukunor distriet -
not far from the Humbolt Chain, In the
morning about half past nine some of our

" oaravaneers noticed a remarkably big black

eagle flying above us. Seven of us began to
watch this unusual bird., At this same moment
another of our caravanesrs remarked, *There
is something far above the bird.! And he
shouted in his astonishment. We all saw, in
& dirzction from the north to south, csome-
thing big and shiny reflecting the sun, like
& huge oval moving at great spesd. Crossing
our cawp this thing changed in its dirsction
from south to scutheast. And wa saw how it
disappeared in the intense bluse sky. We

even had time to take our field glasses and
saw quite distinctly an oval forx vith a
shiny surface, one side of which was brilliant
from the sun." 4, .

O ’ After returning to the United States, Roerich published his

daybook in 1929 undsr the title Altal-~Hipalaya. Within the

2



©!

P.lie
book an-important.paragraph remained undiscovered for over
twenty years., ‘

Fort ldbored for aimost & decade in England, but his health
went into a decline, s0 he returned to his old stomping grounds,

New York, in 1929, where he spent his last days. Back in the .

WAL
_states, he put togethaer what kée loft in his files. Most of the

residue was of an occult flavor, hauntzd people and such, but,

he did find a few more strange "aircrafi" reports. Fort circled

‘an item in the New York Times soon after his return dated

August 29, 1929, concerning something large seén flying in
the air by sailors abkoard a ship cruising far off the coast of‘
the United States in the north Atlantic.The Times mentioned
the possibility the unidentified "airplane" might have been a
"passenger crafi" because of the array of lighfs visible;fi'
The year 1530 foundvFort finishing work on a third book that
he namedfggl,;yhich‘bne;of Fort!s admirers suggested should be
titled:God is an Idict.Th2 suggestion was imquiately rejectasd
by Fort because he was very solicitous to the idea'that God,
and/or nature, was rational, Only human interbetations were
seen by Fort as being less than bright at times.

Aside from writing on his_manusoripts, Fort now carried on
nuﬁerous~epistolary friendéhipe with ﬁeople all dve;. One
correspondent was a author of sciencé fiction, Edmond Hamilton,

probably the first writer to. adapt Fortean material to his

-storytelling. The editor of Air Wonder Stories prepared the

magazine's readsrs of Hamilton's tals:"The Space Visitors" ia

the larch, 1930, issue,with the following remarks that appear

1.

o
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in & brief introduction:

. o, . [N ) -

"That such beings way have actually come
near the earth, is asserted forecibly by
Charles Fort in his amazing book, 'The Book
of the Lamned', in which he brings forward
evidence of strange extraterrestrisl activity,
presumably from sentient beings.

As Mr, Hamilton so truthfully points out,
we beings of earth are not at all isolated.
Any day we may have plunged upon us an enemy
from spzce that would have-no more regard for ’
our ocivilization than we have for those cof"
ants and other insects." (.

" Hanmilton wrote Forst asking what he would do if ssience
suddenly acceﬁtéd his strange theories. To which Fort re--
plied, with typical irrepressible rebelliousness, that he
would be the first to whip out his literary slingshot and
pepper the "nes conventionalities" with new heresies, 7.

‘Meanwhile, the editor of the New York Evening Pest felt:there

may be merit in keeping moderh scientists on their'toes 2nd
that some kind Fortean group might £ill the bill, This was the
second time such & proposal was made, but in & way, such an
organizafion had already achieved something of a start with a
membarship of three, .

Fort honored Thayer by inviting him to pay a personal visit
t0 his Bronx apartment in May, 1930, where the zany writer
lived a hermit-like existence. It was a strange piace with
photos of scientificlfreaks adorning the walls and weird
séeciments stored {n'jars.

Thayer and Fort hitjoff and soon Dreiser joined them in
épending many an evening ét Fort's home on Ryer Avenue,where
they gatherzd in a‘PhﬁOBOphical atmosphere,verbdlly sword

fighting with their talented minds and préﬁiific vocabulariecs.

While the t%io conjured up vizions of topsy-turvy univarses,g'
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Fort.nonetheless’resisted attempts by his two friends to shift
the Fortean outlobok 4n tﬁinga to & cynical level, knowing full
well hie off beat jibes oocild only have a mild castic effect,
if any, on scientific opinion. b2aides, that just wasnét pis
nature,Fek felt it bvetter énﬁ nore effec£ive to offer his own
special explanauions folded in wit, afterall, for example, &
mischievous Spaueship lingers in’"the mind longer to explain ’
sone episodes than a braig~equippea§ornado picking up tiny
toads one day snd periwinkles the next. Drelser and Thayer,.
nevertheless, sought to 2nlist Fort's frolioing skies scme~<
how into the ssrvice of soelal commantary,for tae literéry
dcminions,were awash with conternting intellectual tides in
those ysars we remsmber as the Great Depression. ‘

January, 1931, marked the publication.of Fortls 1a§est book:
Lo!, and ;o help sales Tﬁayer rounded up gome well known |
literary lights for the founding of a "Fortean Soclety". Fért
howled with laughter at the tidings .of a structured organizs-—
tion promoting "Fortean™ ‘thought" ,though he s;a‘meaily complied
to put in an appearance at the founding dinner h2ld at the New
York Savoy Plaza on the 26th. J.D.Stern, Ben Heeth, Purton
Rascos, J.D.Adams, and the publishers of Lol, Claude Zendell
and Aaron Suasman,(ﬁz}g&i}f&zzzﬁaand Dreiser to get the groq§
. 0ff to a good start., TForiytried to look inconspiciuous, hating
the idea of being "limelighted".?-". _

Thereafter;_tbe group met informaelly and {ﬁp}requeﬂtly, which
took the edge off Fprt'e dislike for the whole business, howaver

he continued in his rsfussl to be named “resident or sven
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dfficially join. If his name wes removed from the organlizstion's
letterhead andﬁchangaq;ﬂto something like:"The Interplznetary
Exploratibn'Society", he said would be less reticent about
coming in. Thayer refused, but he'assured For{ the Fortean

) -~ ’\ .
fociety would slways have & fondness for rocket“eers."}

* About the time of the ocfficial birth ¢f the Forteen Society

in New York, "the Sﬁﬁgﬁég”of the British Association for the .
Advancement of Secience met in London. The proceedznge included
a short speech by a mirthless image t0 the new Fortean cult,
the speaxer being a 3cientist in reigious raimsnt, a sort of
compounded orthedoxy. But this cleric—scholar was not content
to be satisfied with conservativs visitas. Communicatiom with
othér worlda lies well within the domain of possibili%y'and
bhupmanity wust contemplate the aftermath of such a revelation,'
he said . A new era would stem from that moment, hé continued,
offéring ﬁankind a perceptivity to the purpose of the cosnos
otherwise unatsinable. This Bishop'sfutterance also predicted
dramatic ’opposition to any alien pansophism, as any.pretense
to universal wisdon would £find unsegual accepéence and lead

to something hopefully the world had permanently forsaken:

world war, At thet moment the aged, bemedaled leader of GermanK_

Hindenburg, recievedrAdolf -Hitler, %o. discuss the ﬁation's

pbliticéiFuxPre in light of recent gaing by the Nezi party in

national ele@tions.

I o T . . .
Maxrch 1,.19}1, Yaynard Shipley praised Charles Fort and the

i book:Lo! in % New York Times review, promising potential

buyers san adyenture exceeding any of Varne's.

‘ ! i,
- . v
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Dreiser did his'part in spreading the word,by sending to the
famous H.G.Vells,Fort's Book of the Damned. Wells glanced at

the volumhe and denounced it as so much rubbish, writing
Dreiser that he had thrown it out with the trash(April 9,
1931). Dreiser, outraged, shot 'back a missive that asserted

time would justify Fori's labors. As a gesture, .Dreiser

dropped in on Fort at the strange writer's humble abode d

Ohristmas that year and left a $100 check as a present, a
small fortune in those hard times, . |

Edmond Hamilion evangelized the readers of the pulps with
&nother story baesed on Fort's works in the magazine Jeird
Tales, August, 1931, which Hamilton, taking a thought from
Fort's musing, titled:"The Earth Owners". Hamilton énbisioned

& gaseous life form, black clouds from space, that attack the

planet earth only to be driven off by some mystericus globles:

of light. On page 22 one finds this diaiogue:

" tThey(the globles) might be intelligent
as well as living, for &ll we know, couing
in from outer snace to explore cur world.
They might be coming for reasons incompre-
hensible to us.!They might be the oyners
of the earth cowming to visit their proportyl?

tOwners of the earth? That the devil do
you mean,. Randon? I asked.
X For an answer Randon strode t0 a shelf
and pulled down a2 thick red book, opened it
rapidly and found a page. He looked up from
- it to us.

'Listen to these words of Charles Fert,
whose mind has explored the dark gulfs from
which most minds resl back!, .

He read in a clear voice: I think we're
property. I should say we belong to something.
That once upon 2 time, this earth was a No-ifan's
~Land, tha{ other worlds axplored and colonized
here, and fought among themselves for possesasion,

9
¥
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- 0of the "¢rashed blimp" after an all day ground and air hunt,

P2l

but that now it's omed by something. That
sgmething oms this earth --all others warned
off,?

Randon shut the book, looked up at us. .'I%s
& strange idea, I seid.'" )

Ending his story Hamilton has his hero say:"Somewhere out
there they(the owners) are now.¥12,. - ’
October 11, 1931, the Ney York Times mentioned & ruckus

near Point Pleasant, West Virgine. Citizens of Gallipolis
Ferry had the polige searching the countryside there, claiming
that 2 flaming, 100-foot, blimp swooped low (300 feet) over
the Ohic river. But all the dirgible companies denied eny of
t}:eir craft were missing or even flying in the West Virgina
reg:!.cm..3 Authorities were baff’eleé\that no trace could ’os‘foun_dw’
Likewiﬂse people living in and around Hammonton, New Jersey,
December 6, 1931, had firemen, State .troopers, local police,
and some 200 voluntesrs treamping the svaémps in tha:t area  sesaking
a "parachute™ in treacherous near jungle_onl‘y Indiens ventured
into. Giant bonfires were 1lit tg provide landmerks for search
teams operating in the darkness. 'No trace of a distressed
aviator was found.,gf’erhapa enly what looked like a parachute M
R seen.

Hew Jersey must be a spooky place because the New York Times

stated that. a "ai;plane“ -hag swvooped down and disa'ppeared be-~
hind & treeline 3usut off a ros.c} near New Erunswick, on Dec.
29, 1932, Police swarmed over the thick growth in thz arca
locoking for weckage without success., The original vitnecs Jdz»-~

clared tha} he didn't hear ths plans enginse, but the craft'e
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blinking lights were clearly visible as the "airplane" dropned
dovn vehind the trees. lb'*',ﬂ" . ce e~

Things that appeared 4o have been parachutes, fiery blimps, or
simply dark masses with.blinking-lights; things that liked to
land in swamps; things that were assumed to be quite ordinary
even when nothing xas found to account for them; inepired Fort
to spell out his most important legacy in his long list of
interesting predictions:

"...I accert that, if explorers from
somewh?2re else should visit this earth,
and if their vessels, or the lights of
their vessels, should be seen by millions
of the inhabitants of earth, the data
would scon be conventionalized." 17

As the First months of 1932 slipped away, Fort felt his life
force eboing. He,notes on his decline,as he seemed t0 do on
everyihing, and refused a doctor. Finally on May 3%, 1932, an
embulance took him to Royal Hospital, the Bronx. There Charles
Fort, the count jester of literar§ kings, lay dying as Aaron

Sussman brought the last book by Fort's hand, Wild Talents,

8till smelling of ink and glue, to his bedside. Fort could

‘only manage & faint smile hours later encountering the final

R e'
mystery of death. He was 57. !

The New York Times gave him his passing a respectable column

Y.
of type, terming Fort a "Foe of Science". The marvel-monger
was dead, but not forgotten.

In October, 1933, Astounding sciencefiction magazine chose

to serialize Lol to exposs its contributors and readers to
fresh off beat ideas, Lo!, :1e one.work of Fort's with the

largest printing up to tnat tiwa2(3,000 copies),/uuiﬂﬂaxL

¥
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a readership of 50,000 which read all or part of the volumne.
Sti11 many readers wrote in and complained that they didn't
know what the author was driving a.t.chilqse in a quandary had
only to wait for the slow march of e%entsfi ATk DU RRR A P
rut. fuo.3.

New Years Day, 1934, dispatches from Stockholm told of author-
ities there taking steps to intercept a "mystery plane" roaming
at will for weeks over the Lagland region at night?b By January
10th, the Swedish Air Fofce announced that three members of

ground search parties had thus.far besa 1lost in a determined

effort to clear up the puzzle. In was generally believed a - .. -

secret base was located somewhere in the mountains?zéimilarly,
the Finnish;government, on January 12th, notified Sweden and
Norway that its territory was also being overflown illegally
and that’perhaps it was the Russians up to something?S”On
January 28th, the Swedish Parliament enpowered the nation's
Air Torce to0 use any reasonable means necessary to stop the

24,
activities of the "ghost aviators®, By February the New York .

Times carried the.news that the Scandinavian powers were

greatly alarmad by the continued reconnoitring of the unex-
plained "nocturnal aircraft" they had so far been unable to
identifiy. Helsingfor and Vivorg, Finland, discribed their
night visitors as just.mysterious lights,which was of no help
in establishing nationality, yet one wonders if ths Kremlin

was snooping,why do it witﬁan airc;aft adorned with lights?
Aviation experts were callzd upon to explain the "ghost avia-
tors" that displayed, as the nesspapers termed it, "excepiional®
8kill., The Soviets were unhappy over the uproar and steadfastly

3
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denied accusations simed at themgzs'

Fevruary, 1935y Thayer notified Dreiser ‘he now-had the’ tipe ~
to give the Fortean -Society the attention it warrented and,
as Secretary of the groupswas planning to put out a Society
magazine for the enlightenment of the masses. Drelser learned
thet Thayer wanted to use his picture for the cover of the
first issue, but true to His unpredicable nature, Dreiser. .«
quarreled with Thayer over some minor matter and was never
featured, nor did the faﬁous author take any furthsr interest
in the Foriecn organization. 2?”

July 20, 1937, a Foritean correspondent in Europe send Thayer

in New York some information from London. In seems the British
Air lYinistry gave orders to investizate a strange light in the
sky paying a nightly visit to the hasavens over Handon aerodome.
Cfficials publicly aired puzzlement over this peculiar activity
in the air and called the the mystery the actions of a unknown

27,

"stuntpilot®. .

Also, the July 22th issue of the Negv York Times carried a

report by the British ship Ranees which stated that its crew
had spotted an "aircraft” some 500 miles off the coast of the
United States apparently making & trans-Atlantic flight which
was not a minor acheivement even in 1937. Identification of .
the plane could not be asertained due to darkness but the
"lights of the craft' sere plainly visible. The press became
interssted in who the daredeyvil was,so American and Canadian
segboard air facilities were contacted. Nothigg officially

was learned,so wealthy individuals aetive in aviation ware

i
I3

/
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polled to obtain some clue({one was Howard Hughea). All in-
quiers to determine if an unannounced air feat was in pro-
gme;s failed to olear up the matter;zs'

Tiffeny Thayer §0gan to fullfill his intentions by writing
and publishing The Fortean Scciety lMagazire, beginning in
Septenmber, 1937. The cost came out of his own pocket, but this
gave him a2lmost complete editorial control. As a result, the
vast majority of material in the first and subsequent issues
did not deal with mysterious '.flying objeots, though the Hendon,
aerodome and Ranee lncidents arpearsd in the inltial publicat-
ions. Thayer commented on the two aerial riddles in-this
way:" (These are)...typical of much that Fort records. Something
in the air -ortholdoxy sxplains without evidence -'a g&unt
fl;ght'".iﬁl ;Ag.

In Engleand a Fortean Society member noticed an item in the En-
glish press and sent it to Thayer in New :York. Thayer commented
on the clipping for the readers of the Society'é,magaziﬁe:"The
Daily Telegragzh, February 8&th 1938, carried letters from four
readers, two of them scientists, describimg things like glowing
spheres which they had seen floating in the British sky. The

same lssue rén another letter from Mr. He Bond, of Ringwood,
Hampshire, desoribing ons seen by himself and a friend, 31t 30,
resembled an enormous shield of brass lighted by a searchlight'."

Thayer followed his September edition of the Fortean.publiocat-

ion with another in October, in which, for example, much ado was

' made of a chart of the eccentric changes in the level of water

in New York harbor.
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((’j - And then, for some reason,; there was & twqyear gap in the
publication of the Fortean Society Journal. PerhiﬂilThayer;
lost interest, ran low on money, or both. Howevepplnter-
national political eceﬂgjggivanized Thayer into a furry of

renewed activity.

There were reports of strange things in the sky over the
°  German-Polish border in 19374# and desoriptions of the
phenomena were in keep;né with the political tensions in

the air. The objects were described as "swords" and

ngoffinat. ©l
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# There is an intriquing bit of data on page 122 of Donald
Keyhoe's book: The Flying Saucers Are Real(1950). Keyhos

. ©laimed that he learned for a confidential source, an un-
named aeronautical engineer,that there was some UFO activity
over oentral Europe-at the beglnning of the war. According
to Keyhos this gentlemen asserted: "Some top Nazi scientists
were convinced we wers being observed by space visitors. They's
searched 2ll the o0ld reports. Some sightings over Germany setb

- them off about 1940."

-
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WOOLLCOTT

Ever since I first heard the starthng and
ominous trumpet blast— The Book of the
Damned—twenty three years ago 1 have
been full of enthusiasm for the works of
this singular man

TARKINGTON

1 read this vigorous and astomishing book
straight through and then reread 1t for
the pleasure it gave me 1n the way of s
writing and 1n thejsubstance of what 1t
told Retort must be left to the out
raged astronomer—Ilay brethren must con
ent | themselves with grantude to a man
who' writes such books

HECHT

|
He has made a ternble onslaught upon
the accumulated lunacy of fifty centuries
He has dehghted me beyond all men
who have written books in this world

He has shot the scienufic basis of modern |

wisdom full of larglc ugly holes
i

b2

CHARLES FORT

Playing a solitare game of

- < -
super-checkers—his own invention -

\ -+

3y

POWYS o

Forts books not only hberate the munl
from those sublimated herd dogmas f
science along the parucular lines he deals
with 1n his enormous pilings up of ew:
dence to the contrary but they also hber
ate the mind from all sorts of other pre
possessions and idolatries of the _market
place

RASCOE -

You can read the Books of Charles Fort
in almest any way you hike or tn any mood
your temperament dictates and whatever
way you read 1t 1t 15 my expression that it
1s a great book

THAYER ,

Thus 1s one of the very few books inthe

world which make therr readers think
without ever telhing them what to think
i fact I can recall no other It encour
ages the curious to question the prying to
pry the inquisiive to inquire If there 15
any higher mission on earth I dont know

what 1t 1s 5
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Chapter Seven p. 127
Military Intelligence Takes Over -

In 1938 the Democracies watchad with horror as Hitler pro-
gressively took apart the treaty system that héd kept European
- political boundries intact sinae World War I and most felt
ﬁhsre was no way of avoiding tae coming‘bloodbath. Nazi Gexr-
/ many ‘had at that time zeroed in%ﬁzechoslovakia, asking that
. gountry to meet outragsous demands by October 1, 1938. There ‘
feas a general fear the ultimate madness would finally com- ‘
mence even though the deadline came and went without war.Peocplss
nerves'rémained ——> ae taut as bow strings. Invasion was on
everyone's mind.
October 30, 1938, was a Sunday eveing in an era when radio
suprlied a large measure of public entertainment, which in
those turbulent days was spiced with shock;pg news bulletins |
of war escalations. Eight o'clock that night a populag progran
opened its show with an unknown singer. Bored, multitudes of
American radio listeners switched stations gnd in many 2asés

belataedly tuned in to Orson Well's lMercury Theater of the air

-— --—-then in progress. . -

wre. o e .

@Qr‘q";; I:onioally. H. G.Wella. who hadscorned the work of Charles Fort,

W

R N SR

now gould hear his fictional tale of innradero from space, Yar

f
of the VWorlds,treated as an actual news eventywith the utili--

zation of dramatic interupticns of recordad music to establish
eredibility. The play was the MQroury‘Theater's Halloween
show and it turned out good, too good in faot. One million
members of the radio audience (confirmed by later surveys)’

. " becams convincad of impending doom. Among those who -0t through
- Y
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the jamned network switchboard was an angry Hlayor in the
mid-Westywho shouted over the phone that armed and frighten
mobs were runningjthe streets of his town and if the Martian
invasion was a fake he would clobber Mr. Orson right on the
nose("

The dramatic power demostrated by radio that eveing compelled
the Federal Communication Commission to institute controls on
any wore realistic presentations of eimilar fashion. Further-
moie,?rinceton University conducted research on the #pisods
to diagnose tae causes of panic among the public. The august
academicians determined that belief in the Hartian attack. -
was found to manifest itself in direct porportion to the

general ignorance, superstitiousness, insecgurity, and war

¢
. ‘tension pronsness_of the person in question.(pverlookeQ}@uﬁ4fu~,qm&,

a gentleman that had actually rushed to the "Martian landing
gite" in New Jersey to chip off a sample of one of the space
ship for study,which turned out to be a profassor from
Princstoﬁ)

March, 1939, the chief Fortean Society correspondent overseas,
Eric Frank Rusesell,livihg . in England, gained fame in science
fiction circles with a highly successful story he wrote for
the mégazine Unknown., In this tale,"S8inister Barrier", Russell
proposes that globles of light secretly exist in the atmosphere
&8s & worid kind of lifeformyand as their "food" they feed on
the emotional energy of humana, becomnng vii}ble only under
very special conditions, Appareﬂ%f? ;w;;;;hls "Sinister Barrier"

story would ve well reciaeved, Russell prefaced his work with

-
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tributes to the Fortean organization and its Buddha, Charles
Fort?"rhe English author, with grateful zeal, set about combing
the European press for data with more enthusiasm than ever,

The neéws in the papers was not good. Hitler had learned that
England and France had firmly guaranteed the security of‘Polanqy
his next victim. The Fuehrer screamed 1o a gathering of his
lieutenants that those countries that now dared to resist his
will yould:",b.soon choke on a stew he was cooking up". General
European hosilities.officially started O4:45 houre, September
1, 1939. | _ .

The resulting insanity infuriated Thayer. He began anew fo
write and publish the Fortean magazine which now took on
poll tical overtOnes(January 1940). Thayer, like many others,
frantically hoped the United States could some how stay out
of tne widening conflict. He had an unusually strong fear

that the press or:a popular public figure would lead the
Americans sheep-like into the war. But such dreams of American
isolation iﬂ a world at war were dangeiously in error, never-
theless the idea was so pleasant people in the U.S. were

blind to logical arguments to the cOntrary.

e — - — e ) PR

~ On Sunday morning, December 7, 1941, Orson Ualls was oR radio
agaln doiﬁéwrgéaiﬁés from the works of great American authors when--
he was suddenly shouldered aside by a member of the station's news
staff, It was announced that Pearl Harbor had been attacked,
A feu yeeks afterward, President Roosevelt met Wells and remarked
about how lWells had been interdﬂéd. The President said:",...uell you

did that Martian thing so some thought this time it was a bad joka",

Meanvhile, an odd footnote e e |
i to the occassion was an artiole printed in the Fortean magazine.
b LM )
During the lagst monthe of 19#1,f§ Fortean correspondent, sub-
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mitted a two page article to Thayer, who accepted it for pel

publication in the Society'a journal. The author of the articls
had lisved the mystsry planes reported over Europs, the phan-

tom parachuttes ia New Jersey, and other unusual bits of

e TR X 2 Vo TP L JPPE
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recent 1nformation of similar ‘nature. Thayer noted that this
Society member had been studying-atrange maritime vanishments
and their relationship to the orbital position of the planet
Venuss s0 in the Fortean publication Thayer mentioned the
forementioned facts and all but spilled the beans in regards
to a request that he keep mum on a certain conclusion drawn -
from the reports of mysterious activity in the atmosd i phere

and on the seas made by the 1nv'est1ga.tor.5' The way the final

article read made it clear the Fortean iavestigator believed

aliens from Venus posed an lmminent threat. The mé\gsage

was an accurate portent of sorts. A few Forteans may have
been actually reading the article about a surprise aerial

asgault.when a Japanese bomb exploded on & Peal Harvor sea~

~p1ane'kémp at exactly 7:55, Oshu time, Sunday, December 7, 194l.

America had been attacked, but not by any aliens from the
depths of spaca, yet no in the Pentagon in their wildsst
dreams would have guessed . how differently the Fortean artiocle
would appear in officia} syes some five years later, )

iFires wers still fagaing'in the Pearl Harbor area when the
American governwent took stepa to avoid‘anpther brutal sneak
attack. It became instantly clear the U.S. had been too lax.in
its vigilance and much more exposed to danger than hitherto
believed. Oddly enough theré'h&d been considerable.advance

warning of the Japanzse blow. American redar had picked up the

vary first waves of Commander Fuchida's earrisr planes,'yet ths

flight was carelessly confused with friendly airoraft. Alzo, th2



C

’; ‘ S M . P. 134

Amegiean minesweeper condonA?etected enemy submarine activity

just outside the harbor entrance well before the Japanese alir
striks., And, most inportantly, VU.S. Naval Intelligence had
broken the Japanese secret eode, 8o the Pentagon had available

a good idea of the fuxure moves of the aggressive Asian power,

nonetheless, the processing and handleing of the code 1nforma- B

tion wag so slow and inept it wae almost uselees. FurthexmoreL,J“;nb

a*s.

'it might be sald, Amerioan Intelligence could havehad more up-_

ko

-4-- D —_

- td date 1ntelligenoe reporte of - Japaneee etretegie aims and . F

- b 4t Pr—————— ™

milita:y capabilities,. - wiinBarTLC "*ﬁi*%?i~r e

Wlth a vigor that matched.Ameriea's.industrial poblizatien, & a

.series of orders went out from the White House to various

lgevernment agennies,requesting that the Intelligence establieh-

a -

" In snbeequent monthe the reorganized Intelligence gervice had

ment be updated, strengthened, and better ocoordinated,

chances to redeem itself, but the biggest challenge it faced in

the Second World War, howeverawas not Japan, but Germany.

‘The inventiveness of German scientiste and the engineering

" 8kill of Germwan industry teamed up to produce some of the best

) military arms of the entire war. Not content with creating

tougher armour plate and faster fighters, the Cermans pushed
work on hiély revolutionary ldeas with the blessing of Hitler.

One of the most spectacular achievement of German genius was

the rocket program that dsveloped the dreaded Yergeltung
(vengeance) weapons, the V-1 and the V-Z.'

From the beginning it was.vital for the United States and

~ England to join in a coordinated effort to recognize and deal

with such dangers'as the rookets;since the interests of both

countries closely dovetailed. In wasn't long before the smooth -

«
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Working efficiency of the Anglo-American Intelligence tsam
matéhed that of other allied military operations in the

European theater.

April 4, 1942, a small group of French troops was sent to
garrison & military post in the middle of the Sarhara. One
Frenoh officier remembered a curious event that took place

shortly after the group's arrival:

% 'He had been there a few days,' ...({(sald) Captain
Le Prieur, 'When one morning the meteorlogist N.C.O.
came in and drew my attention to a kind of "planet"
which had appeared in the cloudless sky immediately
above the fort. The objsct was visible to the naked
eye and looked like a small aluminwau speck. There were
about forty_ of us and we saw 1t quite plainly, as the
atmoshere wsas perfectly clear.

'Yhen we examined it more closely’ through our .field
glagses and.emall telscope of a theodolite, the "planst®

- looked like a small moon or five-franc piece. 1t had a
pale metallic glint and seemed to be suspended at an_ -

It appeared to be motionless, but prolonged exam="
ination with the theodolite revealed that it was slowly
rotating. We counted three completes revolutions in eight
hours.

!The next morning it was still there immediately
overhead, and ve began to take it for granted, assuming
that 1t nmust a stay star or a new satellite attracted by
the gravitational pull of the earth, ...2t dawn on the
third day, there was no sign of it.! "

The Americans and British,however, took nothing for granted.
With the oity of London hard pressed by Nazi air sttack, any~-
thing that might possibly present a new threat, indeed, any-

thing that was in.the least suspioious, caused immediate and

intense ocuriosity.
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A valuable tool of British Intelligence and one the Americanse
quiokly adopted, was the teking and analysis of three~dimen-
sional aerial reconnaissance photographse. It was such pictures
taken by swift long-rangs fighters that provided conclusive
proof of the Nazi rocket work at a place called Peeneminde.

Unusuai activity in the area where Gernany's Peene river
flowed into the Baltic sea had atracked the at;ﬁéntion of
Engliehyphotointerpeters. And information from various other
sourcestconfirmed the fact thaet some kind of secret work was
in prOgres—a there.B'By April, 1943, Dr. R,V.Jones, one of the
top Briﬁish Intelligence chiefs and a professor of astrophysios,
who also had been following the experiments of the German
scientists for years(He studied carefully papers written by

Von Braun on 11qgid fuel rogket enginee), wvas shown a report

on the gecret missiles and pilotless aircraft being built at

Peenemunde drawn up by the British Secret Service. Dr. Jones
confirmed the suspicions of the Secret Service agents. From
what was available, it seemed that the Germans were making
rapid strides in developing advanced weapon systems.

The British War Office felt the situlation called for ‘3. -
vi ‘gorous action to obtain mq;é information, so it asked
Winson Churchill's son-in-law, Duncan Sandys, who held &
high post in the government, to head 4special ingquiry into
the German secret weapon_mystery. After a thorough discussion,
The Sand?'s Committee issued directives for an immediate

and intensive photograhic search of the Peenemunde
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regio;l ‘and other suspect aress. J- -

By November sufficient photographic evidence had been obtained
of es Pqenﬁmﬁhde and ;::;::::a;onatruotion éites in northern
F;ance)to'ehow that two types of "vengeance weapons" were near:s
ing‘Operational étatus. One was 2 emall, winged missile called
the V-l,which used an o0dd shaped launching ramp. These'ramps
were -showing-up 8ll. over the French.country side 4thatlbqrdered
the_English Channel and were-all aimed at Lbndon. The other
missile seemed to be a large,high trajectory, long range rocket
aamed (the V-2)which apparently was still in the process of being
perfected at the elaborate testing station at Pesnemiinde
'Yet, even with extensive photograhic evidence, uncertainies
persisted as ta the -actual danger of the weapons and what-steps
were to be taken to counter the menace. Duncan Sandys and number
;f others favorec a concentration of countermeasures agéinst thé
bié rbéket‘exg:iiﬁfgﬁzmﬁgbiggneﬁﬁgd?, while another group, led
by Lord Cherwell,Afelt that the short range V-1 flying bomb
in France was a nore 1mmedi§te threat and should be’ bombad~ at
once,even if it meant & delay in hitting the V-2 targei. Some
experts even questioned if the ebidgpoe called for any military

action'at all, their thinking being thet perhaps the :suppoded

- flying bombs and glant rockets wé;e just fakes to frightem .-

Germany's enemiéﬁb,or $o~q;awﬂblockbusters meant for wvital
‘ndustrial plants.l()" .

Dr. Jones, as an Intelligence expert, was well aware pf why
there might be some confusion over the reality of the missile
threat. Hs.had learned from Danish fishermen that strange

pilotless planes were crashing in the faltic and the descrip-
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tiéns of the weckage being retrieved from the sea by German
technicians seemed to indicate a small, automatically steersd

ak Soact
flying bomb, so there was reason t0 believe the V-1pdid work,
On the other hand,Radic Berlin had been raving about all.sorts
bf secret devices which few oxpeits took "seridusly,like, for ,
éxaiple, .a way of fredzing the EnglishiChannel. solid at will,
Also stories of giant missiles had been planted in the public-
ations of the neutral nations of Swizerland and Sweden by

known Nazi sympathizers taking orders from Berlin. German

" agents even iried to mask their activities by phoneing false

eyewitness reports to Ailied news agencies,

Beforekoebbel's Ministry of Propagands olouded the picture, Dr.
Jones's Intelligence organization. had & simpler time of it,
31nué#eports were fev and knowledge of the German devices
restrioted. Now faced with with a lot of low grade and false
information thanks to Berlint!s rumor machins, Dr., Jones hit
upon & plan %o goldpan the reports coming in oy uvdtilizing
what.he called his "touchetone" theory. He relie& on only
those reports whish contained & certain fac% he knew to be
absolutely true.”' '

Meanwhils,Prime Minister Churchill wae made awars of the dis-
agreement over the nature of the ssoret weapén evidence, so
he ordered the Minister of Aircraft Production, Sir Stafford

Cripps, to hold a full scale conferepce on the matter to con-

" vene no later than November &, 1943.

A panal of experts was chosen and it me%t on the appointed day.

Besides Sir Stafford Cripps, present was Duncan Sandys, high
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military officers from%very branch of the British military and

Intelligzence services, and a scattering of civilian scisentizis.

One scientist in particular was one we must keep in mind. Hekas

f-representing the United States and his nems wes: Dr. H.P.

Rovertson. 3

The problem of infcrmation evalulation was reviewed for ths

- a
~distinquisled panel which includedhgreathattention given to

asrial photographs. After hearing the pros and cone and in-

specting enlarged prints of selected .&treas, 1t was judged that

the V-weapons were real gnough to warrent air strikes by Allisd

bombers. This planned military blow was theh authorized under

the coden

Of‘course

e: Operation Orosshow .'g;’

SN
the Allied capture ofpactual V-weapan would aave

made the Intellligence problem simple and conclusive, and by

a stroke of luck in the2 case of the V-2 this took place, thougl

sonewnat belatedly.

In June, 1944, German General Walter Dornbsrge:r recieved an

urgent Sum4ons from the Fuhrer's headquarters at Rastenburg.

abote  Susadomia moulralitiy)

It.seems tl“e Swedish Toreign OUffice ,&ad made & formal complaint

to Hitler aoout the orash of & German rocket in southern

Sweden. Gerneral Dcrmberger, as head of the Peenenunde missile

base, had bean singled out to give an accounting to an angry

Hitler, a kind of face-to-face mseting that made strong men

cringe. Forjtunatly for General Dornberger, the Fuhrer's temper

~oooled befors tre General arrived at Rastenburg,as Hitler's

warped mind came around to the idea he could now intimidate the

Swedes at will.

Gensral Cornberger's worries did not end with the Fuhrer's

-
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pacification however, as there was the whereabouts of the
wayward rocket to concern him. He knew if the Allies got their
hands on the missile their Intelligence agencies could put
together the whole V-2 pioture. The Brltish were on thelr toes
and confirmed Ceneral Dornbergeér's worst fears by learning of
the downed rocket and pressing the Swedish government for all
the weckage. As the Swedes looked the other way, the V-2
remains were‘w$==ad to tpe British Iles in a slow cargo plane,
making a risky ocrossing of airspace.controlled by the Luftwaile.

When the Angio-American scientific Intelligence team watched
the unloading of the Dakata alrcraft,there were-almost sudible
gasps. The V-2 looked like scmething out of sciencefiction.
Hearsay had hardly exaggerated, and there was rumors of an even
more advanced "V-3" on German drawingboards. Opinion of Cerman
talent soarad, /S ‘ _

The Forteans,usanwhile, continued on their merry way‘ﬁith
touches of whimsy in their ocomments on the latest odd news-
elipping and the like, blisefully unaware théﬁ%uch of the data
they so lightly antertained and considered tﬁeir own,had an
inportant appointment to keep at General Eisenhower's Head-
quaters in Paris in the fall of 19Ul |

After & strenuou affort, Thayer and the Sociaty managed the

,uhich, Rad oigs Baa
reprinting of all four of Fort'sAlimited editions,in a 1,200
page tome in May, 1941. Book reviewers greeted the volurme
with mild approval and created a nuxber of new titles' for the
king of the inexplicable:"clapperclawer of scienca","the ilad

Genius" and the "author of the srrie", No stramger-tc Fort's

W1
sclentific idolatries, Gen Hecht, a long time aviQpFortezn,
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outdid them all and mede the most of a rare opportunity to

(i) praise the man that;ridiculed eocepted herd-dogmas., Hecht
¢

wrote in pars:

"It is possible that our master was a
little mad, and given to s2eing caimers
where only crackprots existed. It is poss-
ible too, that there is a touch of Flash
Gordon in his vision of sky monsters, ocloud
demons and astral were-yolves bedeviling the
earth. But the locney fringes that-hang
from his sacerdctal robes are a minor
matter (end)...Thers is room in the Fortean
Society for some high and clacking tongues
to cut loose in behalf of our master, and
plenty of room for mewters to provide the
proper niche in the world for this Apostle
of the Exception, Xeeper of the Ghostis,
Observer of Secret Rays, Avenger of Forgotten
Theorias, Lost Causaes, &nd Strayed.Comets; .-
Jooular Priesaf of the Improbable and Dem-
onstrator of Idioeies.” |4 - . — -—m

<
+

;J:) One writer th;t wrote for popular periodicals became inter-
ested and began doing & regular feature for Coronet mageazine
based on infcrmation found in Fort's book's. The writ;r, R.De~-
Witt Miller, titled the feature:"Forgotten Mysteries". To his
credit he stated his case in plain language,which advoided the

R confusion THhidyér's opinions and:unusuasl.writing Btyles were
~§ ereating in the Fortean journal. - '

— If one watohed the papers close enough, he could still find
data of the "forgotten" variety: W e T g3

A large light with a tall, resembling a comet, was obser-
ved in Transylvania in September, 1943. It was visible for
£ive mintues. .

! Witnesses reported that the head dissolved and the tail
took the shape of a scinitar before vanishing".!7

k] o

. -
L e e

'3

o7 3. > K" bt P i
And:
~0
N rJune 27, 1944 -(a) brilliant red and greesn meteor(was
oo seen) over Cass County, Ind. A witness near Kewanna stated

that it flashed across the road just above the tslephone
wires(it was) bright green with a tail.of red sparke,"!8
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'\(j) Around the latter part of 1943 a gentleman by the name of
Arthur Louls Joquel II established "The Society for the In-
vestigaetion of Unusual Phenomena®, An index to R,Dewitt Mill--
er'e Coronst features was included in the new group's initial
newsletter, an eleven page miltigraph publication that aleo
carried a tribute to Charles Fort and the Fortean Sooiety.‘

Neither the Coronet series or the "investigators of unusual

. Phenomena® offered anything like a strong challenge to Tiffany
Thayer's dominance of Fortean-type material though the days of
8uch a situlation were numbered. While Thayer still continued

- to print a few items about things in the air like the strange
moving light in the sky over a town in Missouri-on May 23, 194,
the vast bulk of the Fortean megazine was s8till given over to

;ﬁ:) such confusing non-aerial oddments as "Cosmic Constants®,"Anti-

* - Y -

Pooe ' .o B
THE FORTEAN SOCIETY MAGAZINE ¢

|
Vol. {II Whole Number 59 { Left: The cover
. * ;| of Doubt, .#59,
i (heTe not full
. 8ize)showed
" Charles Fort com~-
piling his 1list
of the "damnedr,
The cartoon to
the upper right
illustratsd the
heavens baffling
conventional sci-
éncé,the inverted
obsexrvatory.
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Einstain Theories","Atom—anatomies“,or”Butterfly Y¥ap Project-

ionst,

~

The Society, nevertheless, had at least one member s4ill
8tanchly devoted entirely to the theory of visitors from space
and wmystsrious vanishments, but he was rarely referred to in
the Fortean phbliaation's columns. One rare occasion ﬁas soon
after a strange firerall flashed low over the midwestern United
States on August &, 194l4. The editor of The Fortean Society
Magazine, renamed Doubt in the mid~1940s, Tiffany Thayer, light-
heartedly coupled the bolide story with a newsolipping from
Mattoon, Illinios. Thayer noticed that some 40 pecple in the
town of Mattoon became infected with mass hysteria when a rumor
started that they weré breathirg a deadly invisible gas. He then
scribbled the following for the readers of Qgggg:i

"The Mattoon business began on(Septembsr 2nd)...when a
'tall thin wan in a skull capt! is allsgsd to have sprayed
a mother and child...If the spraysr was a visitor from onse
of Fort's New Lands, who arrived in a fiery chariot about
two weeks bafore, he is going to have a hard time gstting
spare parts for the return journey. The Socisty's expert
on oeleatial visitors has not peeped on this subject. We
more than half suspect that he had a rendezvous with this
interplanetary Hess."20. #

#7ho knows but that there might be wore to this episods than
meets the eye at first glance. On the remote chance there might
be something to this czse let'4quote some lines from the Harbexrt
Schirwuer, Ashland,Neb., contactse case., Acoording to Soirmsr,the
aliens werei"wiry" and wors "tight-fitsing helmsts®. Alsoi"One
(alien) in front of the car{shot)...funny stuff,like a grsenish

gas...all over the ocar..."
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Y ¥het, one rigntly asks, does suoh,diﬁuaﬂukApaudkﬁin nave to do

with the harsh realities of the var then rageing arcund the
world? The ansver is that strange things began to harpen in tre
war zones which could not be easily explalnad?s mere "mass
hysteria”.

Civilians were generally unavare of anything that coculd not
be shrugged off as just a vartime phenomenon. Fortean Eric
Frank Russell on wa%gg'lquuaoan‘summed up the problem °
thusly "The skiss became so full of exploding, colliding or
collapsing fruits of world technology that many a valuable
item vas overlooked or discarded because it bors too close a
resemblance to common events." 23.

Yot thousands of well trained and equipped military personnel
more than filled the gap. Whole organizations had as:;ingle task,

()

the collecting of facts and the solveing of puzzles, but as- i

thess groups.of. intelligence exXperts imcreased tkeir influence,

- e
-poser, end efficiency, cne riddle swelled apace. e

. —
- s cr——— b o R
- T . metrn i A 3, o — 3

:One Ameriocan pilot testified: b

"] was on & mission from Ceylon, bombing Palembang,
Sumatra. The date was August 10, 1944, the time shortly
after midnight. There were 50 planes on the strike going
- in on the target at about 2 or 3 minute intervals., My
! plane vas the last one in on the target and the aseign-
ment was for us to bomb, then drop photoflash bombs,
attached to parachutes, made a fes runs over the target
area, photograhing damage from the preceding planes. The
weather was broken clouds, with an overcast above us,
ggs altitude was 14,000 feet, indicated air spezd about

mph. - N -

-
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"While in the genéral target area we ware exposed %o

 eporadic flak fire, but immediately after leaving this

area it ceased. At atout 20 to 30 minutes later the right
gunner and my co-pilot reported a strange object pacing

ue about 500. yards off the .stardoard wing. At that distance
it appeared as a spherical object, probably 5 to 6 feet

in diameter, of a very bright and intense red or orange

in color...:My gunner reported it coming in from about

five o'clock position at our level. It seecmed to throb

or vibrate constantly. Assuming it was some kind of radio
controlled object sent to pace us, I went into evasive
action, changing direction contantly as much as 90 degraees

- and~altitude 2,000 feet. It followed our every maneuvsr
for about & minutes, alwavs rolding a position of about
* '500 yards out and about 2.o0'clock in relation to the plans,

When it left, it made an abrupt 90 degres turn, up and
accelerating rapidly; it disappeared 4n the overcast." 22

In Europe mysterious occurrences slowly built up to a point
where military intelligence became greatly concerned. A strange
" series of events during the fall of 194L had its beginnings

in QOoctober:

#In mid-October, 1944, a M. Nordstern of Mittainvillier,
Eure-et-Loire(France), say an enormous object shaped like
a shell flying at an altitude of 35,000 to 45,000 feet.
Seen through glasses, it showed a marked scintillation
rature like that of a mirror reflecting the rays of the
sun. It was rapidly revolving horizontally. The object
moved in an uwp right position with the point directed
downvards., The diametsr of its upver part was from 100 -
to 200 fe>t and its height at least 350 fest.

When it first appeared it was moving at the rate of
125 miles per hour. M. Nordstern ocould now distinquish
a slight oscillation which was frequently repeated. The
upper coylindrical extremity, less distinct than the lower
pointed one, was surmountéd by a thin dark cloud.... The
machine flew horizonatlly, maintaining its vertical pos-
ition, from the north-west to the south~sast. However,
when approaching Chartres, it made & slight turn toward
the south and then suddenly ascended vertically at terrific
speed and disappearasd.

At this moment a sz=cond (object) appeared, identical in
form but flying a good deal higher. It was following
approximately the same course as tne first one and then
made the same 8lig:: turn to advoid Chartres and dis-
appeared in the sa.-: diraction as its leader." 23.
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£:> The Allies were not the only ones puzzled., The Axis forces

wore encountering similar phenomenat —

"It was a September night in 1944, Somewhere near '
Epinal in the French province 'of Lorraine, ., Privats
Immel and 500 other Gserman soldiers were dug in, walt-
ing for the Allied advancs.

Suddenly, Immel saw an object hovering nearby. There
w8 neither light nor sound.

'It was silver-white, like dull alumium, 'recalled Immel
ese VIt stopped & few feet from the ground, above sSome .-
railroad tracks near us..:It was round and about 6 fo1t
in diameter. But as it got oloser the shape changed to
oval, I raised my rifle and fired. As spon 28 the bullet
struck it, it flared up into the brigutest sunlight I'd
ever seen,

VEvery one of the 500 men in my company opened fire on
the ball of light. However, the next ~orning, when w8
searched the area, we found nothing.? " 24,  °
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(“} One of Germany's Axis partners, Romania, also had a visit

from a strange asrial object:

"On ‘2 summer day in 1944, engineer Georgs Zmeuranu
wad near the Vage refinery, Ploiestl, immediately
following a bomb raid and Yone of the oil tanks was
burning. X !

*Then I(Zmeuranu) noticed a pointed object coming
from the north,...It was yellow...but with a whitish
$ail which, when it met the clouds of smoke, seemed
to shorten and vibrate in a strange way.'!

(The object) traveled at a high rate of speed. Over
the burning refinery it turned, stopped momentarily,
then ziggagged toward the north and disappeared.® 05

The American homefront was not exempt from strange things in

sky. On the banks of the Olinck River at Oak Ridge, Tenn., a

-\1’ ’ -
L vt oo PR S

huge, black, windawless, building 525 feet long, €0 fest wide,

— PR

' (i> "and 75 feet high, was contructed in record 70 days. In the
middle of Ssptember, 1944, this structure, a-~gaseous- diffusion

~

<
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plént, began operations, This-unusual factory was <esigned to
prepare sufficient quantities of fissionable material for the
Unitéd States' most impoftant secret weapon: the atomic bomb,
Shortly after the plant started operations the area hadﬂa very
0dd visitor: : S - -

*...about dusk on's September evening in evening
in 1944 a Mr. FNelson in the company of two other Oak
. Ridge workers, A,C, Butler and Albert Profitt, were
driving from Oliver Springse into Oak Ridge. At a point
_ about two milses out of Oliver a strange object showed
4 WP about fifty feet in front of the car and at about
the height of the windshield. Nelson said it was glossy
white in color, and the reflected light had a dimension
of about thirty feet long and four feet wide, When =
Nelson eased the car up to the objsct, it moved slowly
away, and when he stopped the car, 1t also stopped.
Nelson claims that he called people out from a house by
the roadside to see what they were observing, and they
were as dumbfounded at the sight as the three men were.
Finally, after Nelson had moved forward and stopped
again several times, the light rose high into the -air
and disappeared over Black Ofk Ridge. The men reported
the incident to the suparintendent of schools, ‘and the
FBI was contacted in Knoxville. Nelson sald that :

- at first the FBI was very interested in the report but
then they seemed to lose interest in it completely. He
assumed that they found out that the object was some
sort of socret weapon being developed at Oak Ridge and
80 it was no longer of any interest to them." D4,

On November 23, 1944 an Amsrican B~17 swooped down to ﬁéke’a
sloppy emergency landing close to a British anti-aircraft
battery in a Beligum field. The British gunners rushed up to
the downed bomber to reascue the crew but were greatly puzzled -
to - find no onse aboard. The bombser had apparently landed iitself,
something that was not unknown to happen once in & while after

being abandened in the air if conditions are right. After man-

. ageing to turn off the engines by experimenting with the con-

trols, the soldiere examined the plane's interior to learn why
the crew had bailsd out of a seemingly undamaged plane. The
Tommies were astounded to discover all ten of the orew's

by 4

parachutts still in the aircraf t! 27
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That very eveing an American night fighter rolled don ise &
Tunway with ever increasing spesdyand with a swelling roar
¢limbed into the night sky over Dijon, France. L%t. E.Schueter,
the plane's pilot, sat a norternczourse to begin a search
and destroy mission over tne Nazi held Rhineland region down
river from Strasbouxg(yot far from td%K%%écfin the navigator's
log of the B-17 that had mysteriously lost its creé} Manning
the "electronic eye" of the big night fighter was a Lt. D.lfeler,
an experienoea'combat'radar‘dberatdt: A third officier,intell-,
1gence expert Lt. F.Ring;gld, rods along to keep tabs on any
final hour secret weapbné,of»the‘cezmane." e

Widely spaced clouds 'ajghasﬁly grey aéainst the black heavans
formed a backdrop a8 the deadly flying machine skipped over
tr;etOp; and smcksstacks . Lethal fireflys archad through the

darkness in & vain effort to seek qQut the*speeding .planeyas®

the pilot. dadged machine guns hidden in shadoss of the landscape.

The: three Americans also kept thelr heads on swivels to pre-
vent being pounched on by the Luftwaffe.

Suddenly they spotted nine orange lights moving fast, cone
behind the other, off to thelr left. A quick chsck oiﬂpossmble
ground lights and reflections saOu-—ﬁemﬁiaamaeu:ces failed to
account for the glow:ng n01nts°so Lt. Schueter jerked the con-
tréls and stood his plane on a wingtip in order to turn into a
possible attack by enemy night fightegxiﬁb thumb hovering ovar
the gun button of his own wvespons. The strange lights winked
out only to reappear far out of range.

Seventy-tvo hours later, a Lt. H.Giblin and a Lt. ¥.Clz2ary
sere on a nother night fighter sweep,when & red glofle .as

0
se2n by them sailing through the sir at hetter than 200 milza
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per hour.
More such reports were complied by military debriefing officers
and vouched for by men like intelligence officisr Ringwald.
Soon Supreme Headquarters of the Allied Expeditionary Force at

Paris issued a statement which officially recognizing the pheno-

" mena, explaining the lights as'brobably due to a new and rature

novel German secret weapon. The communiqué'described the "Nazi
device" as basically a silveryugphere like a large glass ball,
Whioch it was guessed, had épme, a8 yet, unknown ailr defence
function, for the structurse, purpose, and mede of prbpulsion
had completely eluded Allied inﬁelligence up to that poinf.eg'
Tiffany Thayer didn't yet know it but the usefulnsss of thé
Fortean Society was now on the wane. Militéry intelligence.was
now formally collecting and conjecturing on what ?Héye; once
admited was:"typical of ‘much Fort recorded". Ye%aihayér had
also acocurately echoed the words of Fort when he stated that
the ﬁortal sin of the orthodox powsrs-that-be (science or in
this case military 1ntqlligence) would continue to attempt to
explain mysterious phenomgna in the air without adequate or
acocurate evidence.

The military was now interested in Fortean lights in the sky

and not far behind would be modern science. A New York Times

military affeirs writer spectulated on the strange phenomena in

. the heavens over Europe.in an article dated December 15th which

suggested that the puzzling behavior of the odd flying spheres

probably indicated that they were a new type of German radar
3C.

window,.
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7 On Dééember 22, 194k, around 0600, under dark.morning ckies,
;:;ag%Emen of the haunted 415th night fighter squadron wers
egain in the alr scrutinizing the Rhine area for enemy targets,
when two lights rose from somewhere below §h@Lp1ane:z§§veled
out at the same altitude (10,000 feet), The lights peced the -

_ = | 3
American can warplane for a time and then dived to a lower altitude.

The followving evening the éame ;irmen in tne forementioned
- aoccount, & Lt. D.Mc Falls and & Lt. N. Baker, claimed something
gldéwing red shot up at their fighter aand flipped over before
~  plunging downward. One of men said the light "changed into
an airplane™ at the top of its climb. This was the only time
anyone claimed the lights resembled something conventional., It

night have been one of the small experimental rodkst propelled

()

interceptors the Germens were working on,and then.zgain,it has
been proposed years later, that perhaps the airman might have

,géen just an edze of something flatysince he used the words
£ - - :

—Pwing-over®, Anyway,ite unlikely the details of that one,

T -

particular sighting will ever be cleared up. -

-

By early January, 1945, the whole 415th squadron buzzed with
shop talk and wisscracks ebout the strange,but as yet, harmless

flying lights. The desk jockeys at the night fighter headquart-

i -

ers generally felt tae same as many of the unitiated 415th -

pilots who were inclinded to jost thelr buddies "that saw
things". 3“ . e e -

- o T T
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ab.
At Alr Group levsl a more somber veiw set injppilots flying the

P-47 Thunderbolts reported an increasing number of objects in
the air they dlscribed as "golden balls", Since the P-U7e flew
only daytime nmissions the phenomensa being seen could not be
tricks of light in the darkness. © e
New Years Eve, 1944, a newsman stopped in t0 visit the men of
the 415th to help the fellows there celebrate, and in the course
of the night's gala atmosphere the subject of the aerial ghosts
cams up. The‘newsman listen far into the night until 4 a.m.
and the following day ¢the reporter cabled a full story back to
the Biates. SRS S S ARG - - RN S e ST SO
A Soience editor of ons newsservice in the United States

oommented on the strange "foo fighters", as the men of the 415th
squadron had nickmaned them, by questioning conventioqal ex-
plainations so far pfoposed. He wrote that ordinary ball
lightning, for example, déduldn't match the reported movements
of the mystery globles,since the things often flew independant
of the air oraft had vas dupposed tc have attracted tham.
Furthoermore, he doubted shat the Garmans could have perfected
k== & radic controllsd dsvice of such capabilities.

‘ Some unnamaed scientist's statement, merely datelined Hew York,

>nevertheless called the foo fighters a product of St. Zlmos

fire, a phenomenon.of static elsctricity. That explaination

T

-
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angered the pilots of the Y15th, one of which exclaimed:"Just

let the sons come over here and fly a mission with us. We'll
82.

show ‘'am."

A 415th Beaufighter helmsman was quoted in the New York Heraid

Tribune on January 2, 1945, that he had powerdived a2t 360 miles

per hour without shaking a foo fighter &t tagged along like a
friendly puppy. Another exasperated pilot suddenly braksd his
plane;and, sure enough ,the following lights overshot,  if oﬁly .

e reems .

for:a moment. A third.flyer entéred a towsring-oldud.and thsn. -
powerdived. 2,000 feat,;emszgingyonha‘dif£e£5nttheading;~bu£ $o
hls great.surprise, as.if.fied with an invisivle string, the

foo fighter- talling: hih was>3till there, 33.

A oomlicating factor to the question of vhether or not the
lights were dus to some trick of nature peouliar to the skies

over Germany appeared,when it was spddenly revealed Amsrican r
’ cﬂvw colon 4?@” 4o 1B T amel Bhim Stz
B-29s were reporting similars mystery glob}egAstalk ng thier ‘7%ua

e e e & 7~ o

aircraft on missions over Japan. The B-29 pilots had no better
luck than those flyers in the European theater in shaking off

-. the phenomena,fishtailing and yawing to no avail. Near Turk

. lagoon in ths Pacific, early in 1945, a pair of red spheres geve

" ochass to a B-2l4 Liverator. An hour seemed to be limit for one .
of the zlobles whioh flev away without enceuragement. The mors

stubborn globe, hosever, stayed with the B-24 most of the way

e T gt A e e mm—em—e e e - ~ e el Y -———

.~ -
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Sources of information on the Foo Fighters are few s we

can only guess at the full extent of phenomena. About the
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mest remarkable statementAwas a olaim by the author Frank
AL
Edwards. He makes some interesting o&@&m§1about when the Foo
Fighter problem was first recognized by the British. Perhaps
roports of glowing spheres floating around in the British sky
back in February of 1938,when .the threat of war loomed,initial-+
ly ettracted the attention of English Intelligence,and as a
reault censorehip imposed until sometimé_in 194k, Agcording to -
2an. whith wie
Edwards the British eased up-oh-the matterpin 19&44?ust before
the Foo Fighters appeared in great numbers?
"As early as 1943, the Eritish had set up a small
organization on these objects(foo fighters). It was
under the direction of Lieutenant General Massey, and
it had been inspired to some extent Dby reporis of
a 8py who was in reaslity a double agent, working under
the direction of the Mayor of Cologne. He had confirmed
that the foo fighters were not German devices but that
the Germans thought they were Allied raenging instruments,
whioh of course the British knew they were not.
The British Air Ministry in 1966, told me that the
Massey Project was official terminated in 1944. Perhaps

it was only coincidence that the double agent was exposed
and executed in the spring of 19 35

AWhen the Foo Fighters appeared in large numbers in the Fall
of 19447who should show uyp but Dr. R.V. Jones,who proposed - -

iiai the lights were eingle engine German night fighters with
lights in their noses,an explanation that Allied pilots found
to be as.puzzling a8 the strange firery balls of light.

A mgjor Leet reocalled that a small disc-like objeot, yellow
in ocolor, followed a B-17 he was piloting ds:he returned.from--
a mission over Germany. The object stayed with his bomber for

100 miles, When an intelligence officlier suggested that the

mystery object might have been a German m Wmlgﬁdies
P. 0. Box 11

Northfield, IL
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dzsbriefing, Major Leet wondered why his bomber experienced no
hostile firs. 6.

Years later Dr. Jones admitted that the German fighter theory .
was ungatiefactory and even offered evidence against it, yet

he insisted in substituting a hypothesis equally unacceptable:

. Yight'reflections from winéfip eddies, even though the Foo

Fighters often paced aircraft at distances of hundreds of

'yarda. For reasons best known to himself, the British intell-

igence expert perferred the guidance of a certain Dr. Donald
Menzel: - ‘
#"WThen I did get a chance to ask a German nightfighter
crew whether they knew what -the exrlanation was theay
said that they also knew that no single engine fighters
were flying but that they had seen much the same thing
as I discrived to them. American aircraft, later in the
war, also saw what may have béen the same phenomenon,
both over Europe and over Japan. One theory, advenced
by Professor Menzel(1953), who has studied such .incidents
in detail, .i1s that 1t may have been some effect of
light reflected from condensation in wing tip'eddiesd'37
Over Tierquin, Ireland, January, 1945, a big firey ball
moved slowly through the sky in a western direction. Witnesses
were impressed by its eize, saying.that it looked largser than
the moon. It . is hardly likely the object could have been &
German fighter so far from bases in France ¢or a reflection
from a wing tip eddy of an Allied ;c>la,na.?}‘a
Though the Foo Fighfers rerained unexplained, no more mention
of them was made in the press in the year 1945, Meanwhile the
poet war fate of the German secret weapon program was being

determined. In January, 1945, a large meeting of Peenemunde

Ny 4
BCLENEABES e i e e e srans s e



_\1

X

' _ p.182

oonvéned secretly in a farmhouse near the Baltic rocket base

to decide which nation they would surrender tc, for the Nazi
propaganda machine coquXonceai the coming defeat from the
iearned gentlemeq and they cared less for politics than for

th= continuation of their rookeﬁ‘projecté. The specialists

had to decide which country of all the Allied powers could

best utilize their talents. The vote was unaminous. in favor of
the United States. Confidentiel plans were dramn up ‘to flee to
American lines as & body with most of thsir vital esquipment

just before Geruany's collapse.ﬁ*i

, and inthe
The Russians had their own ideas about the matterp - .- spring

of 1945 the Soviets were making plans themselves. G2orgi
Malenkov had been appointed to lead a special team of looters

‘and kidnappers. Ths firat thing the Russians did when they

stormed Berlin, for example, was t0 dismantle an& ship $o tﬁe
Soviet Union the cyclotron found in the basement of the Kaiser
Wilhelm Institude. |

The Peenemunds aree had beszn assigned to the Russian zone of
occupation and .when Sovieéet infantry commanded ﬁy a HMajor
Anatole Vassilov overran.the Baltic test base on May 5, 1945,
no Americans or Englishmen were there to ﬁeet them, howsver

the facilities were a complete wreck and most of the top German

1rooket soientists had made good their escape as planned. The

Russians had to be satisfied with rounding up minor techicians

‘and salvageing what could be found in the instalation's ruins.

Later the Soviets recieved a pleasant surprise when the American
forcss withdrev from certain territories to confqrm with &an

agreement Truman mads with Stalin on thée division of Germany
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Mr. Richard Hall

NICAP

1536 Connecticut Avenue N. W.
Washington 6, D. GC.

Dear Mr. Hall:

Pardon my delay in answering your letter of August 27 reqesting in-
formation on UFOs seen by B-29 crews during World War 1I.

I was a group intelligence officer stationed on Tinian, and the cases
I recall were all night-time sightings.

]
-

These lights, ranging from green to orange and yellow, would approach
and move along with the bombers for several minutes at a time before
breaking off. The crews were sure they were not reflections on plexi-
glass, or stars, or the moon.

I recall of no case where an aircraft or form was distinguished as
such, Jjust the lights. .

These "Foo-fighters'" were so common, that they were discussed in the
various unit publications around the 1island.

I also remember no discussions about the possibility of space-craft,
just strange unidentified lights.

It is hoped that this small bit of fragmentary information may be of
help.

Very truly yours,

W iv ' %/%N JA&&

Wayne Thomas, Jr.
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end a complste V-2 assembly plant was discovered in taz2
vacated region around iedersacaswerfen. Furthermore, a
complete combing of the east German zone turned up stores
of documents and equiowant that had been overlooked before
or cleverly hiddegfb The United States seemed to have
gotten the betterdﬁf the deal, because not only did it have
dozens of functional V-2s ready for testing, ;ﬂ;malao .

-
——

had the very cream of Cerman brainpowver. ~

—— ~

————

et S e

In March, 1985 a werid repori vas made by tge cxew of the
attack transport Delaraf at sea off Alaska's Aleutlian islands.
Is was claimed that a dark colored sphere rose out of the sea
and flew around the Delaraf. After cirocling the ship, the
mysterious globe sped out of sight over the horizon.ql :

The foregoing report reminds one of another strange occurrence
that had taken place nine months before in the same area,

The book: The Thousand -Mile War, by Brian Garfield, is a
echolarly, factual account of World War II military action
in the Aleutisn theater. Zon page 318 author Carfield felt
compelled to use the word:"errie”. Reeearching the logs of
the warships involved, Mr. Garfield was atle to reconstruct
what he called the mysterious®battle of the pipa" which he
says:"...,has yet to be expla.ined."“‘3

According to Garfield,on July 22, 1943, a Catalina recon
plane picked up seven unidentified objects moving on the
surface of the ocean southwest of Attu. No visual contact

200
wasygade because of thick olouds, but since the whereabout

- A
every American Navyiwas known, it was assumed that the objects

P
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were Japanesg ships. The fegional Ameriocan Commander, Admiral
Kinkald, dispatched a task force to intercept the enemy. Though
the PBY maintained radar contact for six hours before losing
the targets, EU.é. Navel units wese failed to arrived in time
to 8ight and engage the apparent enemy vessels.

On July 26th, almost an hour after midnight, a battleship
force under the command of Admiral Griffin, was steaming 90
miles south of Kiska island when the radar antennae on the

¥
Y

taller shipse: HMississipri, New Mexico, Portland, San Francisco,
prahid e come ungenlofud Taryelay

and the Wichitaq/@ust over the horizon to the northwest of

W
the fleet'e position. Bearings on all radax,\indicate& a group

of seven objects at a distance of 22,000 yards. The taxgeta

were over the visiual horizon but well within gun range. Admiral

Giffen ordered the task foroe to take up asitack formation and

to fire at will. During the resulting confusion as the heavy

1% and 16 inch main batteries salvoed away at the unseen foe,

messages were recieved at the various combat centers of the
M\_Mﬁla

different ships whichAgpparently activity on the part of the

enemy:"...below decks, men felt coocussions like near-misses

by enemy shell., The Portland sighted what looked like a torpedo

. wake; soon afterward she spotted'illumination by star shells,

1
§

4.

After 30 mintues of gunfire the targets on the .fleet's scoops

source unknown'".

began to wink on and off and finally disappear altogeth2s. The
American fleet then headed stiaight for theApoeition of the

-—
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Fenemy vessels" to pick up survivors., Upon reaching the area
A

where the Japanese, had apparently gone down, the American fleet

A

could find no trace of floating dedris, no survivors, and not
even traces of oil on the water. Moreover, after qi:horough
check, verifiable evidence of enemy counterflre wanﬁziéxlst-
apt. The.U.S, Navy officially concluded that the mysterious
radar targets had been due toi"...peoullar atmospheric con-
ditions", Another theory, that the targets were Japanese subs
running on the surface, did nét correlate to everyone's satis» :

‘faction when the records of Japanese Navv were examined aftsr

ys. - -

the =war.

On May 7,1945 it was V=-E day. In Paris a group of war correspon-
¥

dents were: o

", ..8itting at the center table in the bar of the Scribe
Hotel, jovially engaged in a victory celebration, A colonel
from the War Department was introduced to the journalists,he
then became miffed when they began to express skepticism about
his story of the Nazis working with 'heavy water! in Noruway
and being on the verge of perfecting an 'atom bomb'...The
colonel, piqued at being doubted, moved to a table of his
oun, His place at the correspondent's table was taken by a
much forceful person, an Air Force major.

'Hey, you guys, are you war correspondents?! this man

vanted to know, 'Then uh¥ haven't you told the folks back home
about the fly 1n3 saucers?!
The major had a chest full of medals and combat stars that

marked him as a B-17 pilot with fifty missions,

'The last five or six were over Berlin,' he said, 'and on
every one of them these things popped up out of nouwhere, -

'Suddenly they'd be on our wing, six or eight of them,
flying perfect formation,

'You turn and bank; they turn and bank; you climbj; they
climb, you dive, they dive =-you just couldn't shake 'em,
Little, dirty grey aluminum things, ten or tuwelve feet in
dlameter, shaped just like saucers; no cockpits, no windous,
no sign of life., Now 1gn't that a story and why haven't you
put it in the papers?!

Curious, the correspondents asked the major if the saucers
had ever attempted to shoot down any of the Allied aircraft,
The major said that, as far as he knew, 'uwhen the things finally
got sick of the game, they would just take off into space and
disappear, flying at the most incredible speeds, five thousand
miles an hour or more,!



b W YT T < p— -

R T v ey WA

When the nesusmen asked the major what the pilots thnught
the flying saucers uwere, the officer said: 'Some of us think
they're more of Hitler's V-ueapons, something the Germans
vere only able to get up in the closing days of the war, Some
of the boys think they're Russian...some think they must be
from outer space because they mansuver so uncannily and fly
at such superhuman speeds,!

The correspodents put major's tale of flying saucers into
category as the colonel's story about an atom bomb, They sug-
gested that the two officers get together and compare notes
and leave a group of war-ueary journalists to their victory
champagne." 4

24

Back in the States unexplained glowing globles were ssen in the
alr over Fisherville, Kentucky, April 17, 1S945. A fellow named
Hendry complained that a strange sphere desended from the clouds
to a point just above his residence where 1t hovered and 1it wp
his home and yard with a brilliant, pulsating, 1ight:47

Even though the Germans were out of the rocket business by ".."~
April, 1945, and the American and Russians were just getting or-
ganized, a couple of queer things happened. On June 1, 19i5, a
shiny tubular object, nudged along by a blue flame, sped over
Morganton, North Carolina. The "rocket® passed out of sight and
reportedly exploded in the air in the vinolty of Lake Jones to
the southwest of mOrgantonﬁglAlso, something zoomed over Vaester-

botten, Sweden, at 10,000 feet alitude on July 9, 1945, alarming
49

the Swedish General Staff,

Elsewhere, what has sincs been.called '"a emall dress rehearsal”,

took place out over the Atlantiscd”™ ~-<:, . .- S
"Every alir-sea rescue unit in South Florida and the Royal
Air Force from the Bahamas had been mobilized to hunt for a -
missing PB~-UYW, B engine, Privateer with 4 offioclers and 11

enlistsd men on board.

Lisutenant William C, Bailey of New York piloted the big
plane off the runway of Miami Haval Air Station on a routine
training mission. The single-tailed version of the Army's B-
24 headed out to sea at 12:26, Wednesday morning, July 18§, .
1945, and nsver returned.

A gigantic but futile air-sea search was conducted with- 59.
out turning up anything, either in the sea or on the bezches.”
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Thayer's resistence to giving tﬁe visitors frcm space idea
much attention in Doubt probably prompted the creation of a
eouple of new attempts to play up the thene.

A group 1n southern California, with chapters in San Diego
and Los Angeles, set up shop in 1945 and called itself the
"Borderland Sciences Research Associates" dsdicated to the
study of unorthodox happenings ignored by science which they
sald resembled that of the "damned data" listed by Charles
Fort. Two primary fields of interest to the the borderlandsars
were the ideas that an undiscovered civilization exiated in
caves dsep in the interior of the earth, and tie mystery of
"ether ships" wshich visit the earth periodicly coming from
a source in outer space.

Similarly, theuzgizgge fiction pulp Amazing Stories began
publishing elaboratgriﬁﬁkboof a secret subterranean race res-
ponsible for a lot of unexplianed mischief on the surface of
our world and storiss of another ethnic stock that lived

among the stars,.occassionaly spending their time tormenting

mankind by carrying off ship crews in thejr spacectef{d znd  -.

. &

hi

causing unexplaeined airplane crashess -~ > " T2
Both concepts had & close likeness to the 4#® ideas Charles
Fort amused himself with back in the sarly 1900's just before
the final argigifgent of his collection o#ésoteric information;

AAOA
Eortuhadwdisowne%Aﬁne iro crank wanuscripts X and Y,and dealt

~with only what was printed as fact, Jiirjust‘pgnctuatb%;the

data with his perspicacious‘observations.

The :poorly concieved and executed attempts by amatesurs to >

deal with the bizzare information gathered by Fort,gpd the

ph?
‘fast that strange things were still occurring,madsz {nie transfer

of the job'to professionals imperativs if any progress was to
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be mads, but experts in that line of work had a lot of troubles,

It was late May, 19%5. Germany had capitulatsd some weeks
vefore on May Tth, but in the Far Eaasat Japan still resisted
Allied foroes. Cn May 23rd and 25th, American B-29 Super-
fortresses made heavy inoend;ary-bomb raids on Tokyo. After
the B-29s passed ovaer, Nr, Tomoyo Okado, a Tokyo business-
man, emerged from his bomb shelter to obsarve some atrange
objests in the air following the U.S. planes. He said the . -
things were:"...like hot cakes =—about 20 square yards{in sizs)
«so (and)ware followed several times by six feet wide and 30
feet long colored air waves"ﬁsjhlso, he noticed that:"The cb=-
jeocts flewx noicelessly and did not crash." 5%

An American bomardier of one of the B=29s of thg 52nd Squad-
ron, 29th Bombing Group, also saw some strangqgogjectsvhimsclf
during the July 23rd and 25th raids. U,.S, air&an Gerry Duuphy
sighted"...round, speedy balls of fire".séé sald the objects
paced the B-29s on their way back to the bomber's base on Guam.
Machine gunners fired on the fir;balls without apparent effect.

Thoughout the Marianas island chain, every B-29 outfit event-
ly oclaimed ite shars of fireball sightings. As time wore on,
the fireballs paoced fhe bombers farther and farther out to sea
and bscame mors active in their manuvering;yﬁ

On August 6, 1945, some events relevant to our story were set
in motion when President Truman announced that the United States
had dropped sometning called an "atomic bomb" on Hiroshima,

Japen. Three days later a‘second such bomb leveled the naval

and industrial Japanese city of Nagaski,
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The Empexor Hixphito -announcad Ja.pan's oapitulation in a _
,-QD personal broadcast address on August 8, 1945, ordering the

termination Mhostities on all fronts. World War 1II had finally

come to olos?, but the.mystery of/\unidentified flying objects

remained.

-

Twenty days after the Japanese surrender, August 28th, U.S,
tocupation forces were scheduled to land on Japanese soil,but
& typhoon delayed troop movements. Out at sea on a flight be-
tween Okinawa to Iwo Jima, a C-4§ catrying%ome occupation
?eraonnel experinced some engine trouble while flying through
the bad wheather.:.The plane began to lose altitude and the
erew and passengers watched the sputtering engine with great ..
éonocern, hoﬁgﬁng it would not be necessary to ditzh in a storm

— , j tossed ocean. While everyone's attention was)dsexpéto one

anv
“.\“) + 8ide of the plane, omne passenger,i\Army Air.Force officier mu\.

Leonard Stringfield, glanced out the windows on the opposite
pide, To Stringfield's surpripe he saw three brilliant, white @W
fireballs paceing the C-4#6..Just then the aircraft's balky

1y

—engine sta'rted to run smoothly aga®wand the plane rose to

l

1ta former a.ltitude. The fireballs did dot stay with the. pla.ne
tnuits climlc'and Stringfield eventually lost track of them in -

- - - i

the clouds below. DS. s —

a,.*—— *

. The death end deitruction caused by the okake Aerade wa.:s atagﬁer-

—_ o -

ing, & quarter of a million casualities and two entire oities

obiterated. The sensitive and highly intelligent men that were

<

persuaded to create the bomb in order to savs the world from

N

7
~

the satanic rule of the Axis dictatorships were, nonetheless,
filled wirth lozthing over the results of their work. Now that

the powers of tne atom sers revealea 1o the publie, thz
- i

§
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scientists of the Manhattan Project could alert the sorld to
the friphtening implications of the invention that marked a
new era in history. The famous séisntist Niel Bohr lost little
éime in speaking out,and his warning to mankind was contained
in the essay:Science and Civilization" pranted in the London
Times on August 11, 1945, in which he urged that some sort of
control be placed on the nuclear monstrosity. Following Bohr's
example, other scientists banded together in an organization
to spread the wordpcivilization testerad on the brink of a
precipice. Politiocians were not aeaf to Such pleas and on
November 15th, 1945, President Truman, Prime Kinister Atlee

-

of Great Britain, and Prime Minister King of Canada, made a e
~joint declaration of a proposed agresment to limit the use of
atomic energy to peaceful ends. The big drawback  to an immed-
iate ssttlement of the issue was the future intentions of the
Soviéet Union, and for an indication of that, the West had to
take a walt and see atitude for the Ruseianﬁﬂplay thiexr ocards .
close to their chest. ‘
The clooks in Oakland, California, showved 5 p.ﬁ. on November
29, 1945, when a large firebell sped over the Bay Area, passiné
from the west to the east. The odd bolide at first glowed blue-
gresn which then changed to an intense crimson hue as it ¢rop—
ped toward:the eastern horizon. The meteor sesmed to be going
80 8loy and s0 low the police and military were called in to
search the hills in back of Oakland ta find the remains of a
"plane that expléded and orashed"., A professor at the Univar-~
3ity of Novada ot Reno,collecting sightings of fthe spectacular

metsor, expreésced puzzlement when the bolide was repo}tad five
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- the episole ra2sievad from th2 scholar was transitory.

fa!éd

hours after it passed over Osklend, specding through the skies
of western Nevala! The disparity of time was attributad to

some confusion on the part of the obssrvers, so the attantion
58

The toregoing was not the omly unusual sky phenomenon to occur
during this period:

"August 4, 1945 --In the sky over East Lansing, Nichigan, a
mysterious glow was reported, Police were notified by curious
___citizens, The weather bureau was also amlgrted, but like the
police, could offer no explanatlon. 56.

And:

"August 18, 1945 --a meteor(?) zoomed low over the states of In=
iana, Illinois, and Ohio, The fiery objsct blazed through the heavens
with a speed exceeding that of a airplane, but so slow for a meteor
astronomers in Chicago expressed doubt the thing was it fact a bolids.
So spectacular was the strange object'!s passage police were swamped
with phone calls, Some witnesses swore the object actually fleu a
zig=-zag course. The odd sky visitor screamed through the a r with a
high pitched sound and as a result set windous panes rattleing.
Military security sguads rusea to war plancts in region because of
wild talk of the U.S. being under attack by robot flying bombs. s7.

Alsa:

"Sgptember 5, 1945 --0Over Indiancpolis, Indiana, people spotted
a funny bright object in the hsavens to the northuwest., The thing
cau ght everyone's eye because witnesses claimed it changed colors
and moved about, Mr. Emsley W. Johnson, president of the Indiana
Astronomical Society, was notified and he suggested that the object
must :have been the star Arcturus. Movements and color changes he
said wvere due to overactive imagipations,

(This neuws account fails to mention, however, whether Mr, Johnson
went outdoors for look himself.) 58,

Still another:
-~
"January 23,1946 =-The Cincinnati Engu irer ran the follouwing
story under the heading:"Spook?" ihe Enquirer printed:"A firey
warning or divine manifestation was visited upon persons living in
the neighborhood of Draper Street, Central Parkuay and Western Hills

_TViaduct last night,

The phenomenon was described varlously as a streak oF fire, a
ball of fire, or a big flashlight going on and off, The visitation
struck terror into the hearts of some for electric lights became
dlmkfor a moment and houses quivered as if in the grip of an earth-
quake,

A denial that any weather phenomenon had occurred uwas issued by

he Weather Bureau, Polics and the Highway Safety Bureau denied 3
that any accident or explosion had occurred negar the Parkuway,"

-
- %
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The TCecembar, 1945, i1ssue of the American Legion Magazine

called attention to th2 Torld Var Two sky riddle with an
artical titled:"The Foo Fighter Mdystery", reminding the nation's
veterans the military still had enigme on its hands left over
from the war. ..°.

The nation's security still weighted on many military minds
and already there existed a conviction among & lot of generals
the United States was now confrontsd by an enemy as dangerous
as Hitler's G;ﬁiany. The Pentagon worried that the rapid de-
moblization iupprocess and the attizude of the war-weary
public would result in an Amerioca with an insuifisient defense
force, especially since technology had shrunk the world like a
prune.

On December 5, 1945, Army Air Force Lieut. General James H.
Deolittle, now a Presidential advid or on foreign intelligencs
activities, adressed a luncheon at the New York Waldorf Astoris,
Present was a distinquished array of influential gentlemen that
had banded together to form an"Air Power League" dedicated to * .
the establishment of the Air Force as a separate service
branch and the general promotion of more sircraft for America's
defense, ‘

After the dishes had been cleared away, General Doblittle rose
to outline the needs of the country's military forces . for the .
forseeable future. The Nev Amerioan Air Force, he said, must
have at least WO0,000 men and 5,000 first line airoraft as 2
permanent peacetire sirength. The naxt war, he went on, would

taxe place over the ariic regions, be extremely brief, and sesz

-

the employmsnt of jets planszs, plus rockets tipped with atouice

-
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warheads and powered with nuclear enginas.‘eﬂ?‘
At that very instant: five Navy torpedo bombers roared down the
runway &t Fort Lauderdale Navﬁ} Air Station, Flofida. The planes
gained altitude anq then set‘ouﬁ on an eastern heading over the
ocean for a brief fraiﬂing flight. The aircraft were 1arge,ﬁhree -
mah planes, particularly buoyant by design and the orews trained

for operations over water. ' '

The sun shone in & sky strewn-with'scattered'clouds as the
aircraf£ sped out to sea on what ﬁromisted to be a short
routine flight, however somewhere out in in the blue-green
expanse off the southeastern United States, a.region where;
Herbert Hoo?er had difficuties back in the twenties, the milit-
ary. now itgnghdeznous with limbo.

Just pior to 5 o'clock in the afternoonA?adio traffic between
the five planes was monitored at Fort Lauderdale, The dialogue
heard was alarming. The five planes seesmed to lost. Panio
gripped the pilots as command of the flight was relingquished

from one to another. The Avenger torpedo bombers radioed Fort

‘Lauderdale around 5:25 that they ovelieved they were about 75

miles northwest of the Banana River. That would put the lost

flight around 50 miles due west of Laytona, Florida, yet a

radio message said they weren't sure if it was- the Gulf of

Hexico or the Atlantic below them.

Tpe Weather Bu@eau reported winds gusting up to 40 miles an
hour aﬁd acatteredithunderhedds in the generzl area of the last
reported position. The Naval Base Commander, Comdr. H.S.Roberts,
wa3 summoned to.deal with the emeigbncy end he surmised that

freak winds had tlown the five planes off course.Still. it
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“ing seavard@ of some apparent bu¥ning resinue about 7:50 p.m.
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seemsg‘pddA;ive planes couldn't evea find Florids.

When time came for-the fuel of aircraft to run out, nervous
personnel at Fort Lauderdale waited for radio fixes of the
location of the ditching of each rlane. No radio messages
were recieved. Somehow every plane had stopped transmitting
#ithout warning.

A bag Martin Mariner flying boat, with 13 air rescue men aboardg,
set for the last estimsted position of the missing torpedo
airrcraft. Shortly afterward Fort Lauderdale radioed the flying
boat for & progress report. The blig Martin Marinet 4id not
answer.

Now frantic appeals were sent via radio to a ship in the

«rea, the U,8.5, Gaines Mills, requesting that its crew make

a visiual check of the sky. The lills sent back a repy that an

explosion had been seen high in the air followed by the spiral-
Gt 62. &3.

-~

Fuiﬂgermorca . o

}
"The vessel's captain was unable to give the exact location,
but at the time of the reported incident the Gaines Mills was
off the coast of Wew Smyrna Beach, Florida.

Dozens of planes and surface oraft were Zdiepatched to the
reported area, but no wreckage, oil, or other cluss were .i:
found. The aerial hunt was then farther extended 200 miles
out to sea in a 400-mile front down the Florida coast, from
Jacksonville in the north to Miami in the south. -

The thres-day-0ld hunt for the lost fliers was suddenly
intensified when an Eastern Airlines pilot, Captain J.D.Morri-
son, reported to the Navy that he saw red flares and flashing
lights "in the middle of a swamp" at about two o'clock Satur-
day morning, ten miles southwest of lielbourne, Florida. Capt-
tain Morrison, piloting a northbound passenger plane, was
quoted as saying he saw human figures standing in the light of
the flares but could not discern any wreckage. "I'm sure they
were flares, not a fire,"he saild. .

Five minutes after his first communiqué, Captain Morrison
reported he saw a fire burning in the dismal, sparsely pop-
ulated region soms 20 miles north of the spot where he had
seen the flares.,
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A Naval plane wvas dispatched from the Banana River laval
Air Station. At 2:30 A.M., the pilot radioced that he also
observed a flare gbout 50 miles inland.

At dawn, & dense fog limited the visibility of serial
gearchsrs to almost zero. The main hops of a rescue was cent-
ered on a small land army of wartime assault craft, weasels,
marsh buggies, alligators, and jeeps that groped their way
through ths blsak swamplands of north central Florida., Through-
out the day, shuttling sweeps of Army, Navy, and Coast Guard
planes, plue a Navy blimp from Lakenhurst, New Jersey, flew over
the wild, desolats region. A hellcopter also nade a number of
landings and sent men out to0 comb the marsh on foot in an at-
tenpt to locate wreckage or survivors.

Commander H.H.J.Benson of the U.S, 7th Naval District said,
"He don't want to get any hores too high, but I would like to
report that we are moving-everything up there to find those
men if they are alive." He went on to say that the hunt was
being pressed with all avallabls forces and disclosed that
farmers in the Yelbourne-Crlando ares rsported hearing an ex-
plosion on the night the six planes vanished. Commander Eenso.
was quoted as saying,"This is the first time a whole flight of
planes ever disappeared without a trace."

A pilot of an Army Air Corps plane reported seeing two men
aboard two life rafts. He stated that the men waved as he flevx
toward their rafts, but when he made his run over their crafis
he could no longer see ti1s ~en. "

A Naval spokesman cast doubt on the report by saying that
two survivors, no mattesr hov exhausted, would nevar collaspe
simultanously with rescue so near at hand after s=2ing a plans.
The Navy's position was supported when the alleged raftc were
found to te nothing more than packing cases bobbing in the
waters soms 300 mile due east of Melbourne.

Hope was raissd azain when a report was received stating
tnat two Curvivors had been rescued at ssa by the tanker Ervin
Bussell. Tais too turned out to be erronsous. The Navy said
the tanker's original report in effect read,"lowering lifeboats
to pick up survivors from raft." Subsequently, the tanker radio-
ed air-sea rescus headquarters in Miami stating that they had
made a mistake; instead of survivors or life raft, it had only
found a tow-target used by the Navy for gunnsry practice at sea.

A further report was received from the Army airfield at Eoca
Raton saying that the pilot, coplit, and 9 cremmen of an Army B-
24 had found 2 1ife rafts close together in an area 290 miles
east of Melbourns., They were almost sure they had seen two men
huddled in one of the rafts.

The pilot, Leonard Bostiok, and his copilot Eugens B, Hol=-
lander, were quoted as saying they flswy over the rafts for about
four and a half hours vefore a falling gas supply compelled them
to return to base. An extract from their official report reads
as follows:"At 10:45(EST)we located rafts and circled over thewu.
While ciroling we saw two oné-man rafts apparently tied together.
At the beg}nning evary man in the crew believed there were two
men in the rafts., Howsver, as the day wore on we could not be
sure.” Bostick related how they flew dosn to an alitude of se-~
veral hundrsd feet, but heavy winds preventsd them fror going
lower for closer obasrvation. He said they tried to direct surc-
face vessels to the rafts but nc contacts were wmade by the
time they vere forced to leave the scene.
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An extensive air-zsa search was conducted in and around the
reported arsa but again without success.

The Coast Guard cutter the Vigilants reported sighting "some-
thing whish could have besn a parachute," 180 nilss east of
Melbourne. Later the cuttsr radiced that it had scoured ths
particular area githout lecceting anything that migat be remote-
ly consid sred a clue, 5.

After a full day of futile ssarching, a press confersncs called
by the Navy at which time the namss of the officiers and enlish-
ed men that were'missing were mads puvlic. It was the morning of
Decawber 7th, the.anniversary of ‘Peart Harbor.. ": .. Iz

The search continued:

"As hope for rescue faded, only 66 planea took to the skies
at dami on December 10. Most of the aiccraft, a numbar of
merchant shaps, and one destroyer~tender had bssn rzllased
from further search operations.

Naval offisials announced thaq the alr-sea rescue operation
would be called off at dusk unless new evidence could be dis-
covered. They ezpressed fsar of ever finding any of the fliers
allve, out added,"ve have not given up yet; if those men ars
8t111 alive we'll do everything to find them.!

Search craft carried out orders of the 1last day of the N

quest oy cuwbing 25,000 square miles, yard by yard, for even
a 8izht olue-"¢go

No trace was sver found of the six planes and 27 men.

After months of fruitless effort by the Navy, a Board of
Inquiry was held on the mysterifigs vanishments. Without
the slightest bit of evidence as to the fate of the missing
8ix planes, the membars of the Board confessed that no one
could offer any explaination or even make a guess at
& solution.

A reporter for the Associate Press rechecked with Navy
euthorities at Fort Lauderdale some time after the Board
of Inquiry had made its official report on the strange
incident. The newsman was informed by a Navy spokesman
that nothing new had turned up, adding that the mass
aircraft disappearance was so completeAfor all the Navy

knsw the planes may have ended up on Mars. 66-
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Chapter Notes : P

1.) In his book:Flying Saucers(Harvard University Press, Cambridge,
1953, pp. 97-98) Dr. Donald Menzel states: ",..a scientific mission

sent specially to study these foo balls, to find out if possible

vhat they were,| spent many hours in the air, waiting in vain for one

of the mysterious lights to put in its appearance....this expedition
completed its mission(this mission must have included a rature complete
check on sighting reports by pilots)and returmed to the United States
without even having seeing a single foo fighter.," Considering the
foregoing it is' Bt a bit difficult to believe that scientists working
for the U.S. Government were caught flatfooted by the later ghost rock-~-
et and flying saucer furars,
2.) Anther thing to rememhar is that Dr. H.P. Robertson, who headed
the important UFO CIA review panel in 1953,could hardly rate as a
surprise choice' for any later investigation of unexplained aerial
phenomenon requiring, if it-was$ ,so-de¢ided, a careful hand-ling of
certain data and conclusions draw from it, In the volumne:Scientific
Study of Unidentified Flying Objects, Dutton,1969, pp. 909-910, it

1
states:"Robertson {Dr. H.P.) and (a censorsd name) had been concernad
in the investigation of these(Foo Fighters) phenomenon, but David T.
Griggs(Professor of Geophysics at the University of California at Los
Angeles) is believed to have been the most knowledgeable person on
this subject., If the term "flying saucers" had been popular in 1943-
1945(Here is an admission that the Foofighters had been reported as
early as 1943.), these objects would have beenh so labeled. It was in-
teresting , that in at least two cases reviewed that thdobject sighted
was cateqorized 'by Robertson and (a censored name) as: probably "Foo ,
Fighters," to date unexplained but not dangerous..."

| ,

3.) Writer Donalld Keyhoe, in his book: The Flying Saucers Are Real

(Faucett Publications, Inc., 1950, p.36),relates the following ex-
change between himself and a friend who.- was a Pentagon intelligence
expert, Keyhoe said:"Didn't the Eighth Air Force investigate the foo
fighters?" ‘

Friend:"Yes' and they found nothing to back up the pilot's yarns,
Just war nerves, apparently.,

Keyhoe:"Hou about a look at the Intelligence 'report?"

Friend:"ait, a minute."(Keyhoe'!s friend was taking on the phone
from -the Pentagon. After a short time he returned after apparently
checking some index.) f _—

Friend:"Sorry, its classified,"

l
}
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Chapter Eight

Rookets, Radar, and Atomic Energy_

The first inkling of a wild Fortean year was something that
took place February 26, 1946. Finland announced on that date
that an unusually larg2 number of méteors had been reported

lately in that country's northern districts near the Artic

s a4
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La@er.on, around May 24th, persons in northern sweden began to .
noticed wunusal sights i _the heavens which they also at first dis-

missed as just inordinate,\activity.2

"Eeanwhile, the United States Army Air Forcs made a atatement

L -
on February 28th which stated that a bombardment of North

. America by improved versions of tre German V-2 might be possible

soon 1f technology kept up its fast pace of advancement. Brig.
General W.L., Richardson, Chief of the Alr Staff Guided Missile
Division, declared that the military was planning to test
means of detecting and tracking approaching rockets speeding

through the upper layers of the atmosphere at more than

~ 3,000 miles per hour. It was further revealed that a test range

at White Sands, New Mexico, would send up captured German

V-2 rockets to ald experiments with radéi in hopes of per-

T e s e -
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#The Fortean Society was able to obtain information not

printed in Ameriocan papers because of 1ts Furopean membership.
The February 26th item from Finland; for example, had been
obtained by a Fortesn Soclsty member who had been monitoring

Heleinki radlo.
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fecling an electronic sarming system. The Ceneral stressed tae
exé;éhe urgenoy of finding a proper hagh alitude radar survexl-
lance method to eliminate _the é;cat of -a sneak attack by
rockets armed with dtomic warheads. He went on tc esay that the
U.S. had beesn interested in long rénge rockets‘since‘l943.3"
The American military also had onrrlesalhﬁi'ﬁheﬁspread of
nuclear secrets +o0 many less responsibtle gevernments, though
many experts felt it would be useless to hope that restrictions
on the secret of the atomic bomb and related military preojects
(wvhich would no doubt have included schemes for nuclear powered
rockets) could be successful for any extended lenght of time.
The best Congress could do was to try, so legistators became
embroiled in a protracted debate over policles covering im-
portant scientafic iﬂf}ormation. Turing the controversvaanson

Baldwin of the Nes York Times reported:

", ..th® worst manifestation so far of the
secrecy complex that every now and agsain asszils
our democracy vas & recommendation made recently
to the Senate Atomic Energy Committee. It recom-
mended taet the espionage laws be tightened by
meking it & crime for any official to reveal,
without autnority, any military 'secretet! and
for rerporter, radio commentatcr or publisher
to publish or broadcast such information. The
kdefinitionas, as reported, were broad enough %o
include under milaitery 'secrets! many classifi-
cations of news of vital importance to ths public
and to the nation." g -

Besides the dicagreements over controls on scientific infor-
mation;,; an intense interservize rivalry took root over the
control of the nation's long~-range rocket program.

During & radio dramatization of a future war fought with

rockets, Lieut. General Curtis Le lizy, head of the Army Air
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Torcs's Reg2arch and Developeusent, and Cen. COarl Spheatz, Arcy
bir Force Commender in Chief, boldly asked FRC!'S listening
audience to back their bid to obtein exclusive authority over
gaided wrissiles, Later, an Army Air Force spokesman even
came right out and bluntly told the Navy that it was "finished".
The Army?s non—-flying departments such as the Ordnance and the
Signal Corpspalsc felt the sting of the air arm pronouncexents
that they had no role in the new missile teohnoiogical revolu-
tion. OCritics of Army Alr Force dominance urged thet each
service or agency be free to pursus missile research along
lines that would be functional in the carrying out its
particular military mission .£;"

-A coupromise was reached and work went ahead with a great
deal of waste and duplication, A few even felt that the
£300,000,000 earmarked for the huge White Sands, New exico,
test facility be spent lnstead on baeic research grants, but
tLay were overruled.

Thz U.S, military had 2 dream of someday perfecting & rocket
utilizing atomic energy. It vas theorized that{ the &lmost un-
limited tenmperatures of a nuclear reaction might be harnessed
to incrsased the momentum cf the grses ejected out of the
rocact's nozzle. Uégang the fission of uranium for & rocket's
thrust also had the addzd sdvanafe of poss#ﬁly combining both

the warhead and part of the nissile fuelﬂuffgg intoc one ex~- . -]
S - "ﬂ‘#
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—— Back in 1946 even the perfection of the Sanger
‘type glide bomber, which;be mentioned in greater detail later

on, required rocket engines of greater thrust than what the
Germans had eo-far perfected. Yet even with more efficient
engines, the chemical fuels in usé in 1946 seemed to hold
little promise to increase the 250-300 mile range of the
V-2 rockets. On the other hand atomic power seemed to offer

& way to0 surmount the fuel problem:

"The 1limits of range and load for rockets are
caused by the enormous increase in fuel required
to obtain an extension in range. For a chemioal
fuel, the ratio of fuel to total weight rapidly
apprcachedes as range is increased, 1If research
makes possible the application of atomic energy
to rocket propulsion(which would be very difficult),
the  weight of fuel will no longer be a sericus
limit on distance of flights." 5.

At this time, July 3, '1946, serious squabbling e=wups&d between
the different American military branches was abruptly ended by
the establisnment of a Joint Research and Development Board ~ .-
that recieved its power directly from the civilian posts of the
Secretaries of the Navy and War. The various boards and com-
mittees with their overlapping authority and independent spheres
of operation concerned with military research were reorganized
into just four subcommittees:l. -guided missiles, 2. electronics,
3. atomic energy, and 4. me@ical science. Moreover, v@rious
civilian research groups were to be better co~ordinated with
Defense Department procjects, such as the National Advisory

Committee on Aeronautics and the Bureau of Standards,
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At La Grangse, Florida, in May, 1946, a Mr, Titcomb was out
working in his yard when he heard a whistlinésound. He ;og?ed ’
up and saw something fly;ng overhead at 1,0oo\feet. TheAseem-
6d to be traveling .. a 1ittle over 100 miles per hour. Mr,.
Titoomb claims the. thing was a dark football~-shaped object
about twenty feet long with a perfectly smocoth body with no
wings or engines of any kind, furthermore no exhaust trail
was detectable. No noise céuid heard with the exception of the
whistling sound,which Mr. Titcomb attributed to the distur-
bance of the air from the object's passage. The weird aerial
*football? flew off in a slightly oruved course, dlsappearing
into a cloud bank in the southeast.’* f; t

During the months of June and July, 1946, there %e%e a couple
of-interesting personnel shifts within the U,S., defense estab=~
. ment. This, together with.the fact of large scale military

hardware experiments, indicated a tightening of security - .- °

measuref$-m-t and a readjustment of emphasie by the Pentagon.

This must be kept in mind when we return to mystery plagued

o4t fpagm

Farly in June Rear Admiral Sidmey W. Souers, who hadpghosen to

Europe.

head the newly oreated Central Intelligence in January, was
suddenly_?eplaced by an Air Force General, Hoyt S. Vandenburgjg'
And Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, one of the key men of the

Manhatten Project, was withdrawn as a meﬁber of the scientific

commission to0:observe atomic bomb tests at _Bikini atoll in

T : N\

the Pacifio. The removal:of Dr. Oppenhei mer may have had no
|
| H
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significance,buxn:g?;aﬁy a8 the very beginning of the Manhatten
Project, the professor had been under fire for associating with
left wing persons and organizations(The security clearance of
_Dr. C(ppenhelmer wés taken away on December 22, 1953, but after

an inquiry was found innocent of all charges of disloyalty). If

—~

any left wing associations were distastful during the war, ons
can imagine how any such taint was viewed in 1946 with the Cold
War building up. Replacing Dr. Oppenheimer was a gentleman we

will refer to again:the Diresctor of ke Bureau of Standards, Dr.
Edward U. Gopdon.gt

-

The Bikini atomic teets,APne nuclear explosion on June 30th

and another on July 25th, were military in character rather than

solentific, exposing everything from K rations to'B;ttleshipsjE:
the phenomenon of nuclear fission. It was a complete evaluation
of the nature of the revolution in warfare,

The Bikini testé?%ibbably remenmbered hest because of the spec~
taculer underwater explosion set off amid.a fleet of out
moded *watshipss fﬁgmmé' °£* ongulfed the véssels near the
cénter of;the blast,and: thosg farther_away that escaped most of
shock waves and heat, were, nonetheless, subject to a deadly
drizzle of radioactive ocganwater. This-blast wds~also something
of a blow to the presitge of seapower. The Pentagon must have

LN
wondered 1f there was a futureﬁphe massed fleets of World War

iI. ‘
‘ General H.H., Arnold, retired wartime Commander of the Army Alr
Force, addressed the Commonweath Club in San Francisco, July 6,

1946, echoing General Doolittle's assertions made the previous

P T
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December, when he stated that the “Jefensive frontiers of the
A

United States was no longer the Pacific and Atlantic coasts,

io,
but the Polar regicns to the north. The editor of Radio HNews,

a8 Mr. Oliver Reed, gave support to another contention of
General Doolittle's, when upon returning to the U.S. after

Witnessing the Bikini test on June 30th, he told the Chicago

Daily Tribune there could be little doubt as far as he was
concerned that atomic tipped gﬁided missiles woﬁld be used in
the next war.hL

A month after +the last Bikini explosion on July 25th News~-
week magazine printed a remarkable statement:"This was the
Russian reply to Bikini. Such was the conclusion drawn by
many from the continued flizht of self-propelled missiles over
Sweden..."‘ "These two sentences introduce the most mysterious
crisis of the Fast-Vest Cold War:the riddle of the "Ghost
Rockets",

Dr. Louis Alvarez#, a professor of physics at the University of
California, secretly suggested at thie time that liquid hydrogen
-be considered as the fluid proprellsnt in any atomic powered
rocket because of the element's favorable ratio of mass compared
to the exhaust velocity at certain temperatures. The technic=l
details are -too comﬁlex to list here, but one important point
of this theory should be rsmenbered. Professor Alvarez believed
such a nuclear driven missile would speed across the sky

leaving large quantities of super-heated —— -~ - =4

.

#Dr. Alvarsz was also the chief scientist in charge of the

developmant of microwave warning radar for the Unitsd States

during World Var 131,

Vo e
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and highly inflamable hydrogen in its wake, oreating an ex-
plosive hazard. The eventual developement of such an atomio-
hydrogen missile was feit to be far in the future, so, in
May, 1946, when mysterious missile~like objecte trailing
strange 1lluminous smoke and accompanied by loud unexplained
denotations, appeared over the Bgltic, tae Pentagon must have
been both amazed and greatly alarmed. It suddenly seemed thét
the Rvssians had brought off a masterpisce of scientific
¢spionage and/or wsere making fantastic scieatific strides in-
dependent of Amserica's plonser nuclear discoveries, to say
nothing of apparent achisvementa in rocket technology. Somé
important persons in Washington must have asked themsslves

whether ths United States was in danger of becoming within

dirsct military reach of the Soviets.

Sunday, June 9, 1946, a rocket-liks light 1it up the night
gky over Helsinki. People there rushed into the streets jusi
in time to sse a smoke trall in the heavens and hear a distant-
rumble, An illuminious afterglow lasted 10 mintues. This
"ghost rocket", as it was dubbed by witnessss, had passed toward

[
the southwest at about 1,000 feet altitude. 4,

..

Befora tae Fians could recover from the phenomenon on the

Sabbath, & "V-2" roared over the town of Tammsrfors in western

~ Finland, on lionday, June 10th ,only to reappear the same night

on a southsast heading over Helsinki. A correspondent of the

London Dally Mail wrote that Monday's "V-2" was an "unidsnt-

ified luminous body" giving off glowing amoke and that the"thing"

vt 4
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héd'come in from the direction of the Eatic s2a only to then

‘Sv

Egtwesn July 9th and 1lth six mcre reportc of strange aerial

whez2l ardund and retrace it coursa.

cbjects u2re tabulated. The prags becawm? unsure in ite in-

terpatations and variousiy cgllad the phsnomena Yrockets"

Tha Chicago Tally Tribunz overssas nawsservioce said that an

important Stockhelm newspsper had firmed up its view.pn the . _

0dd misslies,overflying no§ only Finland but Swederg:dsclg}ing on
July 10ta:"Shining missiles sesn in the last 24 hours trussl-
ing at great alitude with high spesd caused speculaticn todaey

by the nevspaper Aftonbladet that the Fuassizns are conducting

. rocket experiments on FPaltic bases. The missile%vsre dascribed

H

a8 'greenish blue shining balls giving off & tail of 1lizat of
: * !

the same coler', Similar sights two months agé ey) were re-
ported from avout 10 places in Sweden and severval places in

Finland. The Aftonbladst quoted 2 Swadish bomb expert as saying

the 3ights occurred toc frenquentiy to bz 2elestizl phenonena.
The paper said the Russian,ﬂuﬁgig are, tryinyg out giant rosciets
by fémotz coﬂtrol,making them’returnbto the starting yoiant.
Instead of explosgives, iﬁﬁvnewapaper seid, they would contain
radio fransmitters registering altitude, spe-d, dire:tioi,

6.

qnd the amount of fuel."

This spsculation resulted iﬁ a f@ind" of evidenée. A hzif -
dosén "arasheé" wers reported, yeb the only items slslmed to
have besn found were,% plice a gaper that sors scid might e
of & grazh type uwsnd in'r@cezgi:: dovices, 2z moll otriy

of novie film, and ouomd .otal Jith avdensity lasc tann cter™,

#Similar green fireballs were reported in the U.S. in 1943, ~

5 (Ve - s
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Another nevspeper printedi"metal a3 light as paper". Landon's

Daaly Talezreph carrizd this version on the matter dated July

12, 19b46:",..there had been 'seven strange crashes! in Swedlen

and that a well-known Syedish physicist, Doctor %inger Facklund,

-

had declared toat 'he had found peper cmong the fraguents in-
|

“dicating that it was not a mesteorite! n.7ﬂ~~ =TT :

1}

—---Theé Manchester Guardian(England) printed waat was probably the

clearest account of the find of physical evidence?

®After passing for hundreds of miles along the Swedish
east coast, where it was observed at numerous places, in-
oluding the suburbs of Stockholm, one of these mysterious
objects fell on a beach near Sundsvall, making a small
crater in the sand about ten inches desp and three feet
wide. Bathers collected about seven pounds of fragmenta .
which resembled slag, but one plece showed traces of
having been part of a oylinder about one inch wide. f

The fragments have bean sent to a military laboratory

for analysis, and a preliminary report says that a micro-
scopic test showed the existence of a fragment of a film
divided into squares(?)." g, 2

= Xr—
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Nothing definate came out the "rockst parts? announcement
and it sas subssjuently denlied any suoh hardware had oneen
traced to & "ghost rooket crash".‘g' Anyway, it ssem very 0&)&1
that such a small amount of evidsnce had veen rscovered
from "seven crashes" unless, and thias can only be alledgsd,

Ssedish authorities permitted confussd statements to

-

4

#It should be said here that it is quite poesible the bathers
picked up some debris having no connection whatever ~xith the

objeot that made the crater,
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ciroulates about finding rocket parts in order to alarm the
Ruasians g0 they would put an end to the testing in the Baltic.
The Loandon Times summerized the murkey situlation on July
12th, printing that glowing balls trailing smoke were annoy-
ing inhabittents along Sweden{s east coast and that the
Swedish General Staff had taken a formal intsrest in the
matter. The Tlmes now sald that no definate meteorio evidence
had been found so & radio-controlled V-bomb theory was
being entertained.
The United Press' July 12th offering described one of the
aerial phantoms as a big torpedo with a very oright headlampfa
Switerland's Rhone Valley region had a visit from a flying
Object that orossed tc the northeast, the'phenomenon was
labled as elther a Soviet buzz bomb or & shooting star by the
London Qg;&_ﬂa_},l_.zz ’
Around the liUth of July inhabitents of a small Norwegian
town on the coast south of Oslo spotted a smoking fireball
zipping overhead at an altitude o% about 400 feet. The London
Telegraph reported on the "0Oslo mystery setax" and the nsws
that Norway's newspapsrs were urging future witnesses of
strangs aserial pnsnomena t0 ocontact authorities immediately
and to keep on the lookout for any weckage. 23.
Norway had more univided aerial guests on the 19th of July,
a8 a darken palr of mystery rockets zoowmed across the

countrysids at only a 50 foot altitude befors plunging
into lake Mjousa. 24. ‘
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On the.19th there vas also an artical in the Frence nevspiper

Pasistance that told its rezders that people all over central

and soutanern Sxy2den had been shook up for the last threz
months by braght bolides that sesmed to be diving in and out
of the earth's atmosphers with & desp roar.25

The Ncrwegian Hi§fmf2w“§2§%g“€§:'public to aid thew by celling
polace or ths nearsst military estabhshment.ze'

Sweden listed up to 500 saightings in l2ss than a monthybut ths
multitude of cases 3%ill led to confusion as to what the ovjects
were and from what direction they wers coming from. Soue
information indicated the objects were not following the frae-
falling Qath of a meteor or the ballistic arc of a long-range
missile. Insteadythe phenomena appeared to be 3 lov flying
object under somekind of control. Swedsn's military chizfs
becane BO uneasy that some foriezn pover wvas ranging in
Swedish targets they suddenly forbad the publication of tho
location of "ghost rocket"™ sightings from the 27th on. 27

The correspondzant of the London Daily "elesraph cabled his

office on July 29th that Norwegian auth-rities had censorad

information on ths ghost rockets still falling on N¥orwey. The
previous eveing a light like a giant flashbulb 1it up Oslo
with an accompaning loud explosion., Rumors wz2rs rife, he .
reported, - tnat the blasts wers duz to aerisl bursts of tuoe
ghost rocxets which disintegrated into fragmesnts 3o suell
they escaped detection. Personnel at an air base north of
Oslo rsportzd something rushing overhzad Just ba2fore the

28.

detonation.
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There was oneAsighting at this timspfar from Europe. Army Air:-~-
Force Captain'J. Puckett was stationed at Langley Field, Virgina

in 1946. Besides being base Safety Officlier, he was in charge of
‘f}i»,;\\‘,_,
pilot training and was supervisor of flying operations., Aiws,

Captain Puckett had ocompleted a tour of combat duty during the
war.

On August 1, 1946, Captain Puckett was on a flight between
Lengely Field to Tampa, Floridat

"At approximately 6 p.m. while flying a C-47 at 4,000
northeast of Tampa I observed what I thought to be a
Shooting star to the southeast over the Atlantio Ocean.
My co-pilot, Lt. Eenry F. Glass and my engineer both !
, observed this object at the same time. {i
This object continued toward us on a collision course
8%t our exact altitude. At about 1000 yards it veered to
cross our path. We observed it to be long, cylindrical
shape approximately twice the size of a B-29, with lum-
inous portholes., .
The objeot tralled a stream of 'fire! about one~
half its own length, and remained in sight 24 to 3
minutes." 29, -

- —— -

The very next day(August 2nd), the following was carried in the
Stockholm press: -

"Eyewitness descriptions of a soundless rocket projectile of
silvery hue, slouly skimming the tree tops over northern Sweden,
appeared today in the newspaper Dagens Nyeter. the paper addec
that seven or eight persons had seen the object, which they said
resembled an aircraft.

The paper also contained an account of tuo other missles seen
moving toward the Baltic., It said that when the projectiles got
out over the sea first one then the other exploded, creating a
glaring, yellow-white light," 30.
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Om 3nd asurneess v Osrmmants confpvmrd thot- prasenss ;P- 181
had seen some unexplained objects ovar that country.a"

The situlation had dstaricrated to such an extent the Chicago

Daily Tribuns's mon in Paris csbled his hom® office on August
4th, that he had obtainei an admission from Am2rican and Britich
intelligenc2 services weadk the Rﬁssians had reopened the Peenae-
muende faculities in spite of Soviet assertions the Ezltic base
wag 8till in ruins. The mo3t intriquing paragraph of the Paris
dispapoh attributad a belisf to sn American source shich pro-

posed that the Russians were vrovably rushing work on the ex~

ad
German missiles to counter the advangs the U.S, processed,being
. ) - - -~~:32' - - -
the sole~mation with atomie wespons.”™ .~ '~ - ¢

- — -

Aé(early a8 July 28th the strongly anti-oommunist Hearst newa-
paper ohain gave a lot of space to it'as Paris ocorrsepondent sho
warned of new "V-type" rockets being constructed at Berlin'as

Kalger Wilhelm Inatitute, attributing the 8coop to some unnamesd

—— - -

33.
but "trustyorthy sources’. . - s
- - I w; -

* - - e g et

Yet, once the accusations of Russisn mischief was baldly and.. .
Tepeatedly stated, military authorities “hen seemoed %o wever

instead of flocking to vhat was the most logical answar to taa
ghost rocket mystsry, - ‘ :
Sweden's Air Defenss Chief, General Nils Ahlgreen, mede pﬁblic
an official communiqui’on August 6th, that had beecn promisad s
week befors, but for sowe reason, had besn dz2layed. The General
confirmed that the "rocksta? wers coming in mostly form the -
south at low altitudes and folloved flightpaths that eruvaed. Onz

ooject wes rzportad to Lave divsd into Svedan's Laks Jyar.rlix,



he said, and that thrse hundrzd sightings were compilad in jusy
the four days of July 9th through the 12th.
An eyewitness of one of the obj2cts flying in Swvedsan's airspace
738 a lieutenant of that nation's air dz2fence command, ~vho told ’
of a bright firey sphars crusing casually at a 1,000 fest. This
account certainly didn't £it the m@taoi:ite‘hypothesis.

RS

34,

35

wire to his editor which read:

*One of the mysterious bombs which in recent
wesks have been passing across Sweden was seen
last night by an officier of the Air D®fense
Department of the Defence Staff., He rerorts that
the bomb looked like a fireball with a clear
yellow flame passing at an estimated 3,000 feet
and at a considerable but quite measurable speed.

This first observation made by a trained ex-
pert dispels any remaining doubts that the pheno-
menon really is some sort of bonb or rocket and
not just a meteor. No trace of one having fallen
in Sweden have yet been found, but in the far
North one 1s reported by several trustworthy wit-
nesses to hsve fallen into a lake, and the search
for it continues in the lake's muddly bottonm...
(the missiles) change diresction either in a slow
curve or sometimes very aoruptly. This is believed
to indicate that they are radio-controlled. After
following the Swedish coast-line many of them
seem t0 bear off towards the northeast --that is,
in the direction of northern most Ruesia., Sometimes
it has been possible to follow their course by
Iad&l‘..." 36. -
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On the 8th an English correspondent at Stockholm sent a _~
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Mmgamunhi o

Alajor Ge;e}al Aurand, General Eiseﬁhowe;'s exvert on rockets,
called a newsconferencs to put :gafestA;umors ¢f sharp differ-
ences within the VWar Depsrtment over research and devalopment
of guided missiles, evidently to shores up public morale at hona
and to restore confidsnce in Americen technical superiority
abroad. General Aurand said jurisdictional disputes betwean the
military servicss wsrs overrated and a hearing would bs held
soon to iron out any minor disagreements and to lay dovn some
ég;;’guidelinea. Appearsntly vith an eye on the "mysterious
demostrations" over the Baltic regions, Aruy Air Force General
Le liay joined General Aurand in boasting that the United Btates

would eoon produce an, "airrocket" that would be capable of zoom-

amd fa waah, o amtie AW gums o
ing t0 700,000 fez% alltude& The press asked General Aurand if
~
Amasrican and Bri tish ressarch was being coordinated conesrning

37.

missiles, The Gensral replied:"Il cannot answer you that".

ﬁews from Parié,Auguat 1lth, told of mores unusual occurencss
in the atucsphers. The Puy_@u Dome Cbservatory said a strange
clqud of unnatural composition had besn lingering over the
French capital at 20,000 f22t for the last thres r2eks, Air- .
planss sith special inéfrumcnts had flown through the cloud up
to 20 times. A rumor circulated that the vapor may have had
some conneotion with tie Amsrioan atomlc tests at Bikin1538°
Hints that Russia was making strides in the ro ket field
hardly failed the ralass ayebrows in Western Capitals. Dr. R.V.

Jones, —— e “,mww_-.\»}

<
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8 koy figure in the ths World War II V-weapon detzctive story, .

wa,s 'a; British Director of intslligence at this tims., Onoce
again it f2ll to Dr. Jones to dstermine the rzality of a re-
ported v—aeapén. Like the sitq;ation during the war, the pro-
fessor was faced with divided opinion on a problem confronting
British inteliigenoce. lMany staff members under the éirector
were unhapny because Dr. Jones did not readily accept that
artifical devices(Russian) wore being seen. Dr. Jones based
his scepticism on the faect thdt no éonvincing weckage had
been found. In light of the fact that something like 500 plus
sighting had besn catslogued,the porcentage of technical rali-
ability would have t0 meant many crashes because of machanical
failer. Evidently Dr. Jones was thinking in t2rus of another
rocket capbture 1like thal thatpmads trouble for Germany's
General Dormberger in 1944, howevsr the only reliabls frag-
ments so far discovered turned out to be plecas of carhon
or ocoke which s2emed to point toward a meteoric solution as
the logical answsr.ag‘
And then there was another difficulty. During the V-weapon
hunt baék in 1943, evaluldting reports had bs»n a simple tasi
when the V-yeapons were not publioc knowledz2. Only later)%hen
Germany put its propaganda mill in high gear and the Alliad
press began speculating on the mattery did British intellissnce
becoms swanpsd with foke and 1ow;grade sightings., Now in 1546
the Swedes and Norwsigans ﬁad creatad & monster by making

offical public appeals for anyone and everyone to contact tha

4
i
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govarnment when they thought they saw something. Vith the -
resulting deluge.of letters, phone calls, and crank visitors,

it became difficult to cxemine, let alonas evalusts such a mess.

O

’
——— ¥

Swedish neuspapers had been carring ghaost rocket reports almost
daily, from the first of July uptil August llth, at which time a
dispatch from Stockholm sent out by the Associated Press summed up
theisitulation as of that morning. The Association Press stated
tHat the rocket Phenmenon had reached a peak between July S9th to
July 12th when reports had numbered a loo a day, Since July 12th .
the sky phenomenon had settled down to appearing at a much lower,’
though daily, rate., The Swedish public had takeh. the alarming
barrage with "suprising calm", observed the Associated Pres<,
vhich the news bureau suggested was probably due to the lack of
harm the flying.objects had caused so far, and the fact that
Swedish scientists had found only evidence of the "presence of coke
and other common materials" at the site of the mysterious explosions.x
Houwever, the complacency of the Swedes underwent a severe test begin-
ning the esvening of the 1llth and started to reach a crisis point in
days following. Stockholm itself came under fire, the military was
placed 06 alert, and worst of all, some deaths occurred.

The beéNinning of the crisis was important enough to make the front

page of the New “;4

York Tim3s4"Syarik of Mysterious Rockets Is Seen Over The Capital

Of Sweden". A lerge auuber of "missiles" vers reported to have

passed low over Stockholm iH o'clock in thz2 2veing of Augusy

ilth,pushing int2rest in the phenomena t0 a new high. A sum-

-mation of theArocket gitulation was cabled to the Times,

mentioning that the Swedish Ceneral Staff ex-ressed great

alarm by now since over 300 mors reports had bsen recieved in
N

just 2U hours. The,popularrumor 8t41l—3  blamed the Russians

as testing rocket 'shells for a Tuture gerneration of nuclear-

A
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tipped wissiles. Why the Sovist Unionywith the greatest land )
mass of any nation in the vorld,chose to testyrockets ovef -
Sweden and the waters of ths Baltic continued to puzzle meny
in Stockholm,whd,nonetheless,believedAin the Soviet missile
theory. Furthermore,the Times reﬁorted that the Tidmingen, e
Stockholm daily, carried an editorial titled:"Chost Rockets
and the Future Var" in an attempt to explore variousApossi-
bilities. Moracveir., the Swedish military -stated that army?
units wereAprobeing a lake bottom in northarn Swedan}ho§:3ng
to find tae r=mains of a ghost rocket that plunged into ihe
waters of a lake there. An additional mystery was encountered
1 when a navly construct2i barn, strongly built, fell apart with
& sudden crash just pior to a ghost rocket passage overhead. Thz

Swedish mi1litary showed enough intsrest to rush an investigotivs

team to t‘hem.a“
N 3he American magazine Timd sumes=wp the Swedish excitement by

n i

commenting:"...a picture released by the Army last wseek finally
convinced all the papers(exzept the Comwunist) that the rockets
wers real, and that a foreign powsr{Russia) vas using Swveden as

a testing ground. Blusterzd "Stockholm's Social Dewocratic

H2.

Morgantidnigen: 'Intrusiveness must not be allowed to continual "

Datelined August 12th, thz New York Times recieved a szcond

dispa%chvfrom Stockholm that descrabed the tension in that
Swedish Capital as near"the boiling point". The Swedish General
2 'Staff had requested nswy radaf squipment from Eritian and 1t wes

unofficially announced that Lieut. CGeneral James Doolattle
14
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would be visiting Sweden to give adviaﬁto that rocket beleagusred
Scandenvian nation.

One well qualifiéd observer, a gqntleman that was both an astron=
omer and a meteorologisy, gave a rature complete eyewitness acw

oount of a ghost rocket whioh was printed by the New York Timesg:

"I was studying some clouds through a telescops when suddenly
observed a luminous point on the horizon.

I first believed it to be an alirplans, he sald, dbut soon I
noticed it wvas traveling much too fast for that, and within
ten seconds I got a full view of the projectile. I managed to
get a olear view ¢f the bomb's body and sstimate that it was
at least 90 feet long. The body was torpsdeo-shaped and shin-
ing like metal. No sound ocould b2 heard,although the bomb -vas
only two kilowetsrs away. At the explosion, a terrific light
flashed up that for a moment completely blinded me. No fire,
smoke, or sparks were noticeabls.® 43 44

Acoording to the Christian Science Monitor the scientist who had

witnessed this passags of a ghost rocket also sald the mystery

missile had:"...a tapered tail that spewed glowing blue and green

3.
gsmoke and a series of fire balla..."q.

As of August 12th Swedish wmilitary authorities began a new inten-
sive investigation under tight securitys

*An Army source sald the visitations were regarded as 'most
serious. He said the time had coms for an all-out effort to
establish the origin of the rockets....The rockets streaked
in over Sssden beginning about 9 o'clock last night(August
11th). Newsspaper in South and Csntral Sweden wers besisged

. with oalls from alarmed and curious citizens. Hundreds of
callers reported the passage of comet-like objects within
an hour's tims....Witnesses said that onse of last night's
rockets passed —~—>

/
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directly over Stockholm and exploded north of the city. An editor of
the newspaper Aftontidningon, one of many persons who reported seeing
it related:*A brilliant light suddenly appeared on the southern hori-
zon, on a straight course at an altitude of some 600 feet, Although it
could be seen sharply against the dark night sky, a determination of
its size and contruction was impossible because of its blinding, spark-
ling tail of blue fire.'! "aé.

Events in Sweden on the afterncon of the 12th went this way, accord-
ing to the 1 bcal press: ’

"The Sweden army today rushed experts to three points in Central
Sweden uvhere unidentified rockets, rumored to be results of Russian
experiments crashed last night...unconfirmed rumors said the Russians
vere experim"enting with rockets and flying bombs, probably launching
them from some point in Estonia on the Baltic, but the Suedish army
clamped a tight blackout on the results of its investigation,

Reports from hundreds of Suedes who sighted the fiery missiles
shortly after dark last night (August 1lth) flooded newspapers in
Southern and middle Sueden.,.,..A Seudish air force lieutenant, after
observing another bomb in Central Sweden, estimated the body length
at about 20 meters(65 feet)., He said the bomb was shaped like a cigar
with a green foremost projecting part and w hite sides, He said it
moved at exceptionally low altitude with terrific speed.

One eyewitness to an explosion in Centrol Sweden said fragments -

-rained doun after a great blast in the air above him. Previous ex-

plosions have left hard, black metal objects similar to coal clinkers,
Some experts believe these bodies are not the bomb itself but frag-
ments of the explosive used to propel the missiles, which supposedly
are radio-directed back to their launching site after flying over
Sweden, Witnesses said they flsw at altitudes ranging from 600 to

1200 feet, but that some were much higher. Speeds were estimated as
high as 600 miles per hour,."47.

a -

-

e, —

2

———— -

The Iaily Telegraph carried the following on ‘August
13th:"Several rockets were seen from Mariehamn, on the Aaland

Islands, betweem Sweden and Finland, it is revealed. They were

-~
> . ¢

s8imilar to those seen over Sweden.” 48,

While many "rockets" came from . the direction of Russian
occupied Peenemunds to ths south, 3yewvitnzsses aleo claimed

that some of the mystery missile were coming out of the north.
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( The behavior of the phantom bombs also puzzled the Swedes, who
Q;) felt that the observed antics of the missiles did not match
what oould ve expacted of the design capabilitiss of the Ger-
man V-1 or V-2, so the objects were nicknamed:"V-Us", News-
week magazine rsportedi®Svedss...oclaimed to have seen the
missiles backtrack, locp, barrel-roll, dive, and olimb...{which)
indicated they wsre radio-controlled."”
The United Press cowplied the following for its August 13th
report which read:

"A spokesman for the Swedish defense staff said psople
thoughout the nmation apparently had been 'seized by a real
ghost-bomb peychosist! and that preliminary investigations
had proven uselsss.

The newspapsr Dagsns Nyheter said the latest(August 12th)
migsile vas ovserved moving across southern Sweden from the
northwest laat night.

'Shaped lixe a giant torpedo and emitting a blinding light

—~ . from its forewmost part, it moved soundlessly with great speed
\A:D and at a Ligh altitude.' " 50, .
On the other side of the world a Soviet scientist, who was ob-
serving the Ameriocan atomic tests at Bikini, told the western
b _Press that his country wsould explode its own nuclear bomb in the
51. Stnst
near future, a oclalm which must have,chille down the spines of
those in the Pentagon following the ghost rooketlstory.
Swedish troops were now moﬁilized to make exacting ground .
sweeps over central regions of the country looking for any sort
of ghost rocket wreckage that would be conclusive svidence,
while Sweden's Forelgn Office prepared a strong note of protest
for a certain "neighboring country".P2-
News out Stockholm on the 13th reported that one unit of the
"(l) Swedish military search team, & reécomnaissance plane, had been

struck headon by a ghost rocket and the.three man crew killasd
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Sweden had now reached the crieis point. The military was

[

placed on nearly full alert. The qusstion now wasi"should
Sweden fire back at Russia, or walt until a ghost rocket bomb

exploded in downtown Stoockholm? Sweden paused at this-critioal"

moment. Though 1ittle is known exactly, on August lbth: . -

"The nevspaper Aftonbladetsald yesterday that
a ‘ghost bomb'!, bursting over a Swedish lake,
had nearly causad casualtiss and criticized
military authorities for their faillure to ex-
plain the nature of the missiles, which have
baen reported almost daily by obssrvars for the
last two months.

The paper said that two persons boating on
the lake, loocatzd in central Sxeden, wer: nsarly
hit by ta2 bomo, ~vhich burst intc mony parss,

The paper also reportzd that a roeket had been
observed naar Goetabarg by a group of Boy Scouts,
who say th? flying missile turn and then raturn
to its original course....From Copenhagsn came
the firast report of a 'ghost rocksi' 2xplosion
over Denmark., Eriand Jenssn, a night satchman
in Struer, Test Jutland, 3a2id he sawx a sp2zding
mizsile, approaching from the northeast, 2xplode
with a blinding flash.

Swedish military authorities said yestsrday that
they- had received no tanigible proof that the
frequant celestial phanomena obszrved over the
country resulted froa foreign experiments with
aerial missiles. ‘

In retort Aftonbladet said 'it ought to be poss-
ible to state whethar they are msteors or not,
end if they are rockets, on3 should be caught,!
«sesThe paper addsd that if they wvere rockets and
of Russian origin, as hss been suggestad, there
were two possible explanations for their appsar-
ance over Sxyeden: -

(1) Sweden is systematically being dotted in on
a hussian artillery map. '

. (2) s7redan is being us3d as an objeet of demon-
stration, direocted not 2t us, but to wn2 Big
. World.

dilitary authorities said little attsntion ma
paid to a rumor a bombar shich crasadd .onday had
besn hit by a rocksat bom‘o.ss‘ - .

The last coumsnt in the forgoing account is intsresting. Did it

" msan thne eaél{er account . concerning th2 crash wos iq erlur)or
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did it mean the episods was bairng surpressed?

The Jewy York Times oprinted on the same day an item datelinzd

Washington D.C, ,shich reported:"Under-Secretary of State Dean

Acheson said today he personally was very much interested in

reports of rockets flying over Sweden but that the Swedss had

not sought any American advics 0;1 tha subject."'sé’

It dida't seem significent at the time, but the Unitsd States
had a mystery of it3 own near Grants Pass, Oregonion the same
date. Ked and gre:n lighfs,so.intense they were compared to
flares, were spotted in the air between ine Serpentine and
Onion mountain. peaks, For 30 amintues the lights swayad in fhe
atmosphere accompanied by odd towering clouds. Oregon police
called tue ligﬁts very mysterious aftsr s check failed to
show there'was any missing aircraft that might have been

dropring flares. The Crants Pass pally Courier said that =hs

Civil Aercnautics Administration and fhe Army Air Force could
not identify the lights since no red or gresn flares wére :
carried by civilian or military aircraft on overland flights.58°
WNM
Tiffany Thayer noted the Grants Pass items and humorouslyAthe
re2aders of Doubt to place their caviar under guard. )
Returning t0 "roocket ménaced" Svsden, the Prime Uinister Fhin

postponed a protest to a certain foriegn power bacauss of

continued puzzlement over the "naturs and origin' of tha

- mystery misgiles. Only s six inch metal freagasnt had been

found during the all-cut ground search and it apparently

failed to have a connection with thé problsam. Eﬂ&

-
e T oa.aw ot - -
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The Christian Science Monitor's London representive put the

dilemma in plainer terms by seaying:f...without proof the
Swedes are unable to take any :a,c:'cicm."qD ‘

However the ghost rockets still kept up their relentless
barrage. On August 16th a mystery missile zipped to a position
over Malmo, Sweden, where it produced a blast that broke a
great number of windows. Authorities sent out search teams,on
what proved to be a frultless quest, to find particals of the
exploded missile reporfcd to be ssesn raining down. At the
same time, cltizens at Denmark's capital,Copenhagen, reported
sesing another rocket during the anight, speeding through the
heavens.©!*

Between the 1lUth and the 21st of August, almost a dozen rock-
et sightings were recorded over Danish territory. Following
the lsad of Sweden, the Danish War Ministry ordered all of the
nation!é'anewspapors to censor the exact locations of any
mystery missile reports"z' .

Rumors became 80 rampant in Stockholm by this time that the
"low flying luminous bombs®, as they were termed, dominated
conversations throughout the city. Imaginations were becoming
more end more inflamed.e’g"

?sﬁ, strangely enough, when windows were smashed in Tromso,
Sweden, on the 17th, by another asrial blast of suspicious
origin, the Swsdisn Defense Staff insisted that lightning
had been the cause,=F: S

The.Associated Press thén issued a newswire from Paris that
told of whistling rocket-like objsots leaving red-orange

glowing trails of vapor which had been alarming the distrioct

GE.
of Chatillon-aur=-Seine rnightly for a wesk.
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Meanvhileythe internaticnal situlation was\ aaything but
bright in the East-Test cold /ar. The United States nad
delisved an ultimatum to Comwunist Yugosalvia over the
shooting down of an Amerizan airplansff and | $% had backsd
up Turkey in %that nation's refusal of bilateral control with ’
the Sovist Union of the Dardanelles. Diplomatio reporters in

Washington D.C. 2xpressed opinions that Amerioca's relations

* #ith the Russian had sunk $t0 a post war nadir. Strangely

enough diloratic relaticns b2t r23n the Soviets and the
Scandsnvian povers was one of ths few oright spots in an
othsrvise dark European picture. The Russians had a track team
touring Sveden and the Soviet's publicly supported Svaden's

and Iceland's adwission into the United Nations "vith pleasura"”,
a3 the Reds themselves termed it. The Finnish border disputs
with Russia had been settled in the latter's favor, the Soviets
gaining the najor part of ths Karelia’territorg, Patsamo in

the artic, and thz Baltic port of Pokkala nezr Helsinki.

' The large Danish island of Bornholm, just a short distance
north of the Peenemunds test base,had been occupied by
Russian troops after the war,but the Communigtsevacuatedthe
island on March 18, 1946 with 1little hesitation. Surely that
island would have been of valus if rockets were being launced

on test flights from the old German missile instalation.

v
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(ki> Tasrefore diplomatic observars called the "Swedish rocket -
X, ‘

barrage" mysterious and mentioned that there was "undercover"

GG,

concern in Vasnington.

A spscial dispatch to the Newr York Times datelined:Stockholm,

August 20, announced that Americah intelligence officials
were now on the scene in Sweden. The visit was thinly.veiled,

evidently for the benefit of the Soviet Union:

"Two United Stztes experts on aerial warfare,
Gen. James Doolittle and David Sarnoff, arrived
in Stockholm today, arparently independent of
éach othar., The ofiicial explanativun is that
Generel Doolittle, who is nov vice president of
the Shell 0il Company, 1s inspecting Shell branch
offices in Furope and selling 0il snd gasocline,
while General Sarnoff, who is prsaident of the
Radio Corporation of Aumerieca and & former member
of Gen. Twight D. Eiscnhower's London staff, is
studying the market for radic equipment.
é;) The two men arrive h2re as reports on 'phantom
. bombs! are more numerous than ever. The Chief of
the Swedish Defense Staff, Col. C.R.5. Kempf, said
tonight he was sxitrenely interested in asking the
two general's advice and, if possivle, would place.
all available reports before tham.

General Doolittle, who arrived from Oslo, whers
he say Xing Heakon of Worway, said on ais arrival
that he wzs werely on a business trip but was
willing to plece his knowledge and experience at
the disposal of Swedish sautnorities in case they
wanted his advice. He pointed out that it had
been possible in Englend during the war to detect
the range of Geruen planes, the place where they
took off and their hsight. He was highly surprised
that the Syedes had not yet found a trace of &
rocket and also that no theory had b2en advanced.

General Sarnoff said definitely that it wes
possible today by means of radar to detect the
range, height and even the place from vhich rockets
are fired. Ye 3aid he was willling t0 give advice
if the Swedes wanted it." 67‘ ’

.

A professor at the Californiz Institude of Technology spoke

é:> " up on August 2lupathat 3 Germon scientist, Eugene Sanger, had

propoged & variant of the V-2 rocket by suggesting wings for

H
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the missile which enable the rocket to reach 2,000 to 3,000
miles in range by skipping along through ths atmosphere like
a "flat stone on the surface of'a body of water". He added
that an earth orbiting space station, or a ground based
radio direction station utilizing a line-a~-sight prinoiple
was needed to direct 1t.6@

Meanwhile, reporters interviewed a Swedish scientist: that

" hed Just arrived in the United States to inspect American

scientiflic faculities:

", ..Dr.(Ragnar) Woxen said that an Atoiniec Control Com-
mittee of leading physiclist has been set up in Sweden
under supsrvision of the Government. There are no military
men on the committees, he added.

Asked about rockets seen over Swedish terrltory, he said
they had fallen into lakes." ©9.

At the same time General Doolittle turned up in Stockholm:

f"General Doolittle met the commander of the Swedish
Alr Force and several of his staff to discuss the -
phantom bombs and he read ths reports that the Swedish
General Staff had recisved.

Simultaneously a spokesman for the Swedes had obtained
toertain results with radar, which registsred the pre-
sence of bombs over the ocountry.

Registrations were made during daye when reports on
the bombs were most numerous. It is believed that in

the future they will reveal the type and identity of
the bombo .e " 70,

The Swedish Alr Foroe Command denied the statement made by
the British Foreign Office that stated:"There has been no

' question of foriegn help...(and)ths report may have arisen

through confusion over negotiations now proceeding in Britain
and the United Statea for the purohgge of echo-radio-radar
equipment for the normal use of the Air Foroe. These negoti-~
atione had been proceeding for & long time and had nothing to

l.
do with projectiles flying over Swedan.“-7
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Perhaps the most important part of the story in the New York
Times, the August 22nd issue, was contained in the last sen-
tence which readi"...cetain nsw measures were discussed with
Doolittle.;zaho more ghoat rocket accounts datelined Stock-
holm appeared~unt11 September‘l7th.

A correspondent for the Christian Scisnce Monitor stated on

August 22nd that not only were the locations of ghobt sightings
being censored, but even the publication of reports themselve??
The British Foreign Offlice admitted the day after the August
22nd Doolittle newsitem, that British radar experts had been to
Sweden to investigate the ghost roockets and they had now re-
turned to submit secret reports +to0 the British as to the origin

of the strange flying objcets.7£¥

#Thie writer suggests that an lmpenetrable curtain of censor-
ship desended on the UFO subject as early as August, 1946,
and not sometime in 1947, or later, as others have assertad.
In fact, considering that UF0s were believed to have been
either of German manufactureiduring.the war).or Russian({after
the war),.various degrees of censorship have no doubt always

veiled the problem.
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) Whileé ‘attention was attracted to Swedish skies, the hesavens over the
United States could also count on attracting some attention too, On
August 24th, 1946, 5 strange fiery sphere sailed over Wilmington North
Carolina in a northern direction. A quarter of a hour later, the fire-
ball, or %e just like it, was seen cruising in a southern direction in
. . Puliiam, . _
sky over Duhkam, North Carolina,?’>
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Chapter Note

1,) At this time same ~interesting speculations were carried in the
March, 1946, issue of the Soviet magazine Vokrug Sveta, proposed by

a Russian named Alexander Kayantzev., He had visited Hiroshima after
Japan's surrender, and while inspecting the ruins of the shattered
city, he noted the effects of the atomic blast. The nuclear explosion
had been an airburst so it was vital to determine the height at which
the bomb was detonated, in order to evaluate the military power of the
ARmerican weapon., He checked the area around ground zero and found it
almost totally flatten except for trees and chimneys, The very tops
of the trees had been snapped off as well as the branches, but the
main trunks remained upright and sturdy. It was apparent ,that vertical
pole~like structures, represented in this case by treeéxgﬁimneys, of f=
erad the most resistance to the shock waves coming from & high
altitude.

While turning this fact over in his mind, Kayantzev was jolted by
an old memory. Something had exploded over Siberia back in 1908, a
"unique" natural catatrophe generally supposed to have been a meteor.
The curious nature of the explosion over the forested Siberian Tunguska
region just after the turn of the century had long puzzied Kussian
scientists, Now Kayantzev enterained the thought that the Tunguska
"thing" may have contained uranium, possibly the 1908 blast was his--
tory's first atomic explosion.

Some years later, after further invesé\igations into eyeuitness
accounts of the 1908 "meteor!" revealed its odd shape, speed, course,

oty Ao gl

and other unusual aspects of the devastatedAthat the 1908 ﬁﬁ%nomenon
might have been an atomic pouwered "cosmic ship" from outer space that
met disaster braking to a stop in the egrth's atmosphere, The Russian
professaor B, Lapunov passed on the remarkable idea to the French
writer M.X.Velathcourt who urote about the startling hypothesis ‘in the

magazine Semaine du Monde in the periodicalt!s June 5, 1953, issue,
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Chapter Nine

Center for UFD Studies |»-2°°
P. 0. Box 11
Northfield, IL

"Are Men Frow lfars Knocking?'

Giant question merks exist at . Were
intelligence experts beginning to consider a'non-Russiant
A

ofigin? Would any new davalopements inApffioial thinking ecall

‘for"nes measures"? With the foregoing thoughts in mind, let

us return 3o what was printed in the American and Eurppean
press, 4
Norway notified the pr980 on August 31, 1946 tnat in the

future all rocket slghtings were to be sent to the intelligence

-department of the Norwé:éian High Commande. Any discussion of

{ r.
P ’]

ghost rockets in the Norwegian newspapers was banned.
In Sweden, where only llmited censorship was in effect, the
Swedish High Command 1et it be known.it—jn had developed a

"Hew Explosiva Theory" to explain why the radar-tracked
nystery fockets explode and yet leavé nothing for metal de-
tectors to find. The Swedes had the idea that an unusuzl -
°xp1081ve we.s being used in an extremely efficient self
destruct system vhlch Tragments the parent device 1nto rart-
1cals as emall as dust.o

The Russiansplssued a dsnunciation of Western allegations in
the Sov1~t&m&gpaa?u;::fgé'Tlmes. That the ghost rockets were
Russian missiles meant to intimidate the Swedes, the News
Times called:"anti~Soviet slandser" designed to "poison the

international atmosphere®. The loscow journal further stated:

'"...thét although one Swedish newspapsr had concluded that

the alleged uissiles were ncothing but a mirage, the'panic!

adpread by the rzports was not a mirage but real fact."

A curtaln of 311ence desendsd over the ScandenaviaF w*en,hut

you can't just oppl 7 the brakes on public intersst tuLst
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quickly without settleing oh & firm aelution,A}he London

Daily Mail sent one of its crack reporters to Stockholm to

forret out something solid. The Leily Maal's representive,
Alexandéi Clifford, cabled a report on the ghost rocket
mystery from Sto¢khlom around the first of September., He

found that Svedish p@blic opinion varied from mass halluei-
nations to luminous balloons. Scientists that he had contacted
expressed bafflement add.the Swedish and Danish military .
staffs were deeply worried, Generally,. thq‘phenomenaneeemed

to be wingless, low flylng,éﬁbb-lié%ﬂgggg mcved silently
through the air, exce~t for an occassional whistling, at 100~
200 miles per hour, sometimea treiling flsme and smoke. Further-

more, the phenomenoﬁvad 1ts beginnings in the northern region

of Scandinavia's Lapland back in llay,and then slowly shifted

its activities southward. % - ; )

The "southern shift" idea galned increased cr;dihility Qhen
the ghost rocket phenomenon moved beyond the news restriotions
of Scandinavia in the month of September and appreared in the
Medlterranean region,

The New York Times reported:"Acting Foreign Minister Stsp-
hanos Stepbanopoulos{of Greece) supported a statement in
London by Premier Constatin Tsaldaris that flying rockets had
been seen in northern Greece(the night of September 1-2), He
sald that Greek divieional commanders and British offiociers had
aéen them both east and west of Salonika traveling from north
to south};“ Algo:"He sald that roockets estimated to be flying
at the heights of 15,000 to 30,000 feat, had been spotted at
Drama, 130 miles northeast of Salonika, and just below the
Bulgarian border. The Foreign Minister added that an invest-

getion was under way." 9

e wanad s .
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Curiocusly, tns very n2xt day the English issued a statement

about the strange luminous activity, which differed from their

_ Gresk all&'s interpetations The New York Times quoted the

the Associated Press:"The British Ewbassy issued a news relaase
tonight discounting reports that flying rockets had geen sesan
over northern Greece." The release, swphasizing that no Iritish
officier had reportsd se2ing such #weh missiles,. 82id the

rockets could have been s type of fla;e, such as a Very pistol,

& nuwber ¢ vhich had vbes=n raported in the same Sreg. '7'7';

-1 "The Manchestsr Guardian's special correspondent, stationed in

4
-

’
P inapy- i ey

-

Salonika, giving his version of the incident, blamed the reports
of rockets seen over that city as the result of the war of
nerves being waged against Greese by that countrie's hoéfile
Communist neighbors to the north, although he admitted that
noneother than ths British Consul himself had witnessed a - . .
gtrange light in the sky the eveing of September lst, but dis-
missed the phemoneon as probably fireworks since the lumination

8.

vas 80 near the ground.

If there did exist some complacency among the British at this

. time it must have surely been shattered in the following weeks.

The following réports appearsd in the press,and the loocations

of the sightings were remarkable:

9=11-46 Srinagar, Kashmir:"Luminous body resembling & squash
raocket", headed west, left smoke-like trail.

9-15-46 Alemtejo, Portugal: At dawn, "a strange bluish ball
) of 1light" visible for over five mintues,

' g-16~U6 Tangier; North Afrioca: Betwesn midnight and 1:00 a.u.,
"for three successive nights", large balls "of fire
with huge green trails streaked with red.’

2
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9-17-46 Fez Para,North Africa(near Casablanca):"Long

thin trails of yellow-grsesn light followed
the projectiles." 9.

Meanwhile, tensions and uncertainties were beginning to be-
devil America's intelligence establishment. Major General
William Donovan, wartime head of the Office of Strategic
Services, on September 17,1346, attacked the National Intell-
gence Authority, calling it a "phony" by streasing the charge
that the service had yet to bve truely intergated while the
Soviet Union edged to a forward pcaiivion in EurOpe.'o'

At the same time,a 3torm was raging between the Pentagon
and a group of conoerned atomioc scientists..The control of
lmportant scientific information became one of the most
sensitive issues confronting the U.S. government, The time
0f.esxiraordinary security precautions had arrived. The
soientists felt that {that-thera was .really.nd sure defenss
against the spread of nuocle=ar secrets and another war when
atomio weapone might be used. The only hops of mankind, they
belisved, would bs the formation of a strong United Nations
organization that would encourags world cooperation betwean
members of the scientific community. The United Nations con-
cept was accepted, but the Pentagon dlsagreed on a free flow
of information,-impodsing-. resirictions on the forlegn travel
of American sciesntists and the exchangs of their scientific

pspers. |-
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As early as the 13th of August,1946, Field iarshal Bernard
Montgouery, Chief of the Impsrial General Staff, had flown

to Ottaxa, Canada, to confar with that nation's chief of statetvﬁﬁze
enroute tc Tashington D.C. to discuss pians for future “conm-

binsd thiniing"‘on'alﬁgi?fense gatters between éiitain, Canada,
Iand the United States.pths 16th of September,the Field zrshall
spent the day criusing the Potoumac river.aboard the sﬁip Sequoia
with the American Joint Chiefs of Staff G:&ilotlng of the upmd%!lky
Genersls Leahy, Eisenhower, Himitz, and SpaaﬁzﬂAlﬁﬂéﬁg the
foundaticn for post war coonaraylon.‘z '
The timeing would have been perfect to makse policy deecisions

ragarding the .ywuww~-v~z“~"?; potbntially dangerous threat to .

Western security -which appearsd to be the awmezingly swiflt

perfection of a Russian long-range,radio controlled, and

-

possibly atomic powered, rocket. However, the confidential nature

of the conference prohibits any good guesses z2s to thether or

not the rogket master caume up sthoush MM—MA;M besrithe prime

Mg~
The .day following the get together of Hontgomery and the

Arerican nilitary leaders the Neds York Times informed its

readers:

PR -

Dr. lianms »17bahn, 59~ysar-old Swvedish
vuclear kuy3l ist -nd Tebsl Prize winner,
who orrived here yesterday from Zoeteborg
Swoden, on the Svedish Awscican liner
Drottaingholn, expres.od doubt about recent
repcrt3 that rocket bowbs had been fired over
Sweden.
YThere is no clear evidencs that any guided
rmlssilec have besn flying over Sweden, ' Dr.
. Siegbehn deeléred.'Il, wyself, exsminod one
- reported to Le suzh & messile snd found it
Was o m@teorits. I a2 vory suspicious obout
the existence of any such thing.!
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Dr. Slegoadn, who tame to ths United States

to confer waith Aacrican payslicists, #nd as a

Swedish dels ate to,th? furecoming ticeniennial

celevrztion of Pringeton University, declared

that 'hyoteria' umignt have besn a facior in

reports about the massiles.” - |8,
Aimost as if in defiance, from September 22th through the
24th, the rockets, meteors h§3teria, vhat have you, sppexred

o ctitn of
in the sky all over Italy; \Rome, Turin, Zologna, Vareelli,
Yodena, Imcla, FTlorence, Naples, and Bari, were subject to
overflights. The zocket seen flying over Tlorencs was iistinetly
4.
discerned changeing direction in the air. If these "Rusgian
rocketscould fly from the Scviet base at Fesnemunde to Nales
and back, why not London,or possibly.ihe Fcrth American
continent? And if these "Russian' miscileus" flew level insteai
an
oﬂ\a ballistic are, thic feat of crusingﬁfrom Peanecmunde tdVaples
wadmees would take a fuel of consiferable pctency, perhape of
& nuclear ncture, Furthermore, the Swedish "New Explosive .
Thaeory" mizht indicate some kind of nuclear engine of an un-
stakle naturs. Unstsble psrhaps, but apparently with the
advango of reduvecing the nissile to a cinder, thersby foiling
R MJ‘LA'

Westsrn intellioance.f*f there vaeﬂbelicf in the Soviet
ricsile concept among American experts,there still seemed to
be no reason to werry about a direot treat to the United States,
unless the new rocket was adapted to the Sanger glide bvomb
principle Ad. acaieve great rangs,as the Cal Tech professor dis-
éribved the progcess,by"...skipping along through the atmospher:

like a flzt stone on tae surfoca of the water,"

One big drawback to officizl s1lence on important matters 23
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that it leaves & vacuum the publioA 8 usually more than willing

to fill. Remember, for exauple, Amazing Storiss magazing with

1t3 bizarre twin "true" story of subterraneans and interplanet-
ar;ans? Jell, the July,ll946, issue of Amazing printed an.axlansur-
:Qniépmﬁﬁtcﬁf'the publication's @ebt to the work of Charles Tort,
end the editor commented somewhat prophetically: ’
"If you don't think space ships visit the ¢arth
r8gularliy, aa in this story, then the files of
Charles Tort, and your editor's own files are
something you should see., Ycur editor has hundreds
of reports(especizlly from returned soldiers) of
objeots that ware clearly seen and tracked which
~couldhave besn nothing but space ships. And if
you think responsible parties in the worlid govern-
ments are ignorant of the fact of space shirs -~ 7 15,
visiting earth, you just don't think the way we do.
Amazing megazine exceeded its editor?s expectations in having
= . o
aninfluence on the aerial riddle, That result was achigved
quite unintentionally whnn one of the publication's writers
tapped 2 most LTOfOu“Q ann fundmmantal.thema.tne problemkfaced by
mankind in coming ‘to terms viththe smift pace of the cojcint
revolutions in science and philoaophy. The gifted philosopher,
Alfred North "Thitshead, forsaw in these two revolutions the
éoming of new and difficult times when the humen intellsct
would attempt to reconciled its paupered dogmas to the ever -

swelling flood of novelties from leboratories end lecture

" halls. Whitehead explored some basic prinoiples in his Took:

Science snd the Modern World written early in the twentetn

century. The Whitehead assay‘is heavy reading for the average
mind, but s simpler illustration,that ewbodied the gist of
the basic problem,wzs successfully populerized in tha'the

Hollywood filw Tnherit the Yind, which recieved it: inopive-

tion from t e famous, rezl~1ife, Teannessze "ionkey Triall
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By the Second World War the suprome deity of the Bible azd
receeded from many personal philosophies, becomeing simply
the "Prime Mover", 2 god that had set clouds of hydrogeﬁ in
motion eons azo after establishing the basic rules of atomic
interaction aﬂd then ﬁaying no more hesd to his creation. It
had become difficult for the . average man to believe in a
divine spirit so near and coﬁcerned it would listenfto humble
supplications or influgwep events for the sake of One individ-
ual, 4, '

On the other hand, the great disaster of two world wars since
the beginning of the centu?%tgiminisheg feith in human instit-
utions directing man's destiny.

The pesce of 1945 brought no real roliafihmnuAJ. e{?
‘:iﬁn,enormous destructive power of the atomic Tomd ———
KT —— and “wed increzsing si;i;:§£t;;£ational

political problems had not been resolvad, >

Something that tould bridge the gap between science and
religion,and curs the world's political 1l1s quickly and
firmly,would have been an ideal medicinal tonic. The world
got what in wanted, but only in & fictional sense,

During the summer of the”éhost rockets;1944:, author Harold
M, Shermzn mulled a portraiture of a character he had in ’
mind for a future science fiction tale for 4 f@;l;iésue of
Amazing, Sherman envicionad a role pleyed by a tall, strong,
handsome' - .:< typefuhnvh Aﬂ/ vary familar character in
counitless novels, however tne differencs " in this case vas
the t»at fhe-hero pfocessed axceptlonal power angd wisddm
because he was.auvisitor from outer cpace. While mﬁny»mﬁﬁngz»?ﬁl%u

writers were still under the sEell of H.G.7ells' concepntion

of alianz Jrom ..other planetm< 2ing ugly wonatery, cfherman
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mede only & minor physicel concession in protraying the alien
as different from humans,and that waspcoior of the being's
skin, It was gresn. The close likeness to humans was ctitical
to the subconsgienca appeal of the resulting story. °

October, 1946, the pulp Aracing Stories appeared on the nevs-

stands with Snerman's i1dea as the cover story. The tele was
titled:"The Gresn Man". The lead sentence of Sherman'e vork
proclaims to the reader that in Califormia:®...anything can
hagpen.” )

The plot was concerned zith the reception menkind: gives to
a Messigh-lke alien from 'another world. To stert off, a pro-
fessor of astronomy is depicted motoring dowvn a vinding road
#long-the side of-thE.mountain-in California-that.is topped
with Yount Wilson Observatory. Is 13 late at night as the
professor hes spent most of the eveing giving a lecture to &
group o% colleaguzs at the Tilson Observatory about the poss-
ivility of other worlds in spacs beiﬂg abodes of intelligence
dife. :Sgddeg}y an,invisible beam of energy directed at the

car paralyzses the engine. Uneble to fix the trouble the

‘elderly scholar leaves the stalled vehicle to sesk aid, unzware

-

he was belng watched by a pair of alien ayes.
After walking a few pacss, the professor notices a largse,

silver, cigar-shaped object, floating in the air behind some

-—~—-trees, And th2n, suddenly; there emerged an impressive figurse

- AJ
gy
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g

g8rbdd in o lcoss fitting robe from nearby shrubbsry, Th vt
&L . *
appeared to behuman wvith a greer ccn»fuikxAﬁnx .
The professor Nas-calmly told in the best of Inglish that

he had been sslested by aliens from another civilization to

on
act agjintermedisry between the oktraterrestiala and mankind.

After the world at largs learned of its guestpthe universe
and the traumez of the event wore off, curicus crowds were
quickly son over by the alien's bznign disposition. The Christ-
like similerity of the being extended even to alien ability to
heal the sick by a mere touch,.the curative power leaping fron
his fingertips ;Zgi?orgfaﬁspeéial electrical energy.

The strange? visitor and his human assistand. were entertsined
by all the heads of stats and quized as tc the purposs of the
unusual arrival. The extramundene fellow met suspicions, of

Lnthe ]
courss; that he was the vanguard of an,invasion. One U.S.Cenator
*o-, Wae et )

in the story expléin&ﬁ%e had never quits gotten over ths Orson
Wells Martian broadcast of October 1938, but the benevelent
ambassador from the filky Way assured the nervéus legislator.
"Numar®,as the alien waéicalléé, told everyone he had come tc )
the planet earthpto act as an "asakener", to herald the advent

of a "moral-change in mankind that would soon have the <quabbl--

ing nations on the globs vorking together in peace with o

cosmice outlook.‘jt -

- [}
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Charles Fort made & number of comments in regards to the
reactions of alien visitors to mankind and its oivilization.
He did not imdorsethe bellicose theory made fimoug*by H.G.
Wells, nor did helconsider the messiah concept later pro-
posed by Hﬁrold Sherman., Ipstead, Fort'Sthinking was guided
by the data he had compiled on strange things seen in the
8ky as it was recorded in newspapers and varioué public-
ations, Beslides what is probably the begst known of Fortts
ideas on the matter:"I think we're property”, he left us
several others. For example, &8 for Sherman's storyline
which contents that & superior race from the stars would
try to mend the ways of humans, ond of Fort!s comments
disputes that view:"I accept that, though we'rs usually
@voided, probably for moral reasons, sometimes this earth

has been visited by explorers.” /8. - )

K But Fort did made a ooncession&%& the possibitily aliens
might trouble themselves to land and mingle with usi¥If
lights that have been seen in the sky were upon ths vessels
of explorers from worlds ——then living in New York City,
perhaﬁs, or in Washington D.C. perhaps, there are inhabit-
ants of Mars, whp are sescretly sending reports upon the
ways of this world to their governments..." 19.- ,

Wise in the ways of human nature Fort anticipated events

like that envision in the story :"The Gresn Man", So he

.wrote:"If beings, like human beings, from somewhere slse,

should land on upon this earth, near New York, and parade
up Broadway, and then sail away, somebody, & year or 8o

later, would tconfess® that it had been 2 hoax 6y him and
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some companions, who had dressed up for their parts, and had
jabbered, as they thought extramundanians should jabber. New
Yorkers would say that from the first they had suspected
something wrong. Who ever heard of distinquished foreigners
coming to New York, and not trying to borrow something? Or
not coinciding with propaganda in the newspapers?t” 20-
Returning to that period just after the Second World War we
had left earlier, the fall of 1946, we should take a closer
dook et preparations being made for a possible future conflict

- between the Western powers and the Communist.block,.

At Y4:44 in the aftarnoon of October 8, 1CU46, tne right honor-.._
able Fllis Smith(Stoke) gained the floor in England's House of
Comaons, Tha Parliament 723 in the process of debateing the
Atomic Energy Bill. A sore point of the bill vas the broaq
y * provisions tnat syould greatly restrict the flowy of scientifac
: information. While discussing the issue, I.P.Smith haprenad to

drop the ramark:

PThe Manchester Guardian of the 9th
September said that General Eisenhower was
to have conferences with the Imperial General
Staff when he visited England. It was under-
stood that close Anglo-American cooperation
in the development of guided missile was
being sought,

We heard a great deal last week(Oot. 1-7)
about General Eisenhower's viait, but nothing
about the report to which I have referred. I
would ask the Minister whether that report
yas oorract.”

e e pun - f— =

n
i No answer was forthcoming. , . -

Erm———— ——

On October 3rd the KremlinAuoed the Moscow magazine Now Times

p (;) to deliever a very strong protest against aledgations made in

~ the Western press about the production of "mysterious kinds of

. weapons® supposedly being manufactursd in the Soviet zone of
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(ﬂ\ Germany. A story attributed to the Reuter newsservice on August
-»Qy, 22nd asserted that the Russians were developing a "new and very
powerful roocket --the German V-4" and that "the Russians(were)
continuing German experiments"., Reuters gave as its source of
information some unnamed Germans and "particularly officiers of
the Ruseian-favored Socialist Unity party.” 22
For some reason the Soviets had waited five weeks to lash
out at what the Kremlin ocalled:"savage and absured gossip(and)
fantastic stories”, The sources of information mentioned by
Reutors the Communists termed:"sow3 mythical representatives of
the Socialist Unity party" 22 ‘Why did the Soviets wait five
weeks to Answer this partiocular charge? Did Washington and White
o e
Hall just then, at the end of September, deliever amjofficidl -
0 . oomplaint against Moscow,warning Stalin of the dire oconsequences
if the ghost rocket were attempts at intimating Western Europe?
Had Eisenhower been sent to London as a military precaution to

awailt a Russian reaction?

Perhaps the issue was not pressed for the simple reason that

the scientists advising Washington and White Hall were not yet
sure Just what the ghost rockets were.'anetheless,considering

f all the phantom rocket reports, there sesmed to have reasonable
; grounds for the problem to remain a sensitive one until further
& . investigation shed more light on the phenomena, or the phenomena

1tse;f revealed its nature, either deliberately or by accident.
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'Pak
\<:) In any event the ghost rocket question did not publicly become

an ¢fficlal problem seriously affeoting international tensions.#

# In 1946 Yugoslavia delfﬂ}ered stiff diplomatic protests to.
the United States government over alledged violations of that
country's airspace by American aircraft. Many of these alledged
‘violationa concerned "unidentified airoraft® which the Yugo-
glavs could not even classlify as single or muli-engine planes.
There was no question, however, over the identity of one U.S.

; aircraft pounced on by Yugoslavian fighters and shot down. The

} result of the unprovoked attack was & crisis in U.S.-Yugo-

{f:) o slavian relations. It is unolear if UFO activity in the area
wa3 responsible for misunderstandings or if the belligerent
actions by the Yugoslaviana was a Cold War tactlc. Yet, it must
be nmentioned here that U.S, intelligence d4id orderx, about that
time,the flying of secret short range incursions into Soviet
held territory on aerial spy missions using stripped down bombers.
The aerial spy missions were 8o successful a speclal aircrafi

wasd later designed for deep penetrations of the Soviet Asian

t
\
% land mass, This special plane was the famous high flying U-2.
E Until the Gary Powers fiasco in 1960, the aerial spying pro-
§ gram was a top secret projeot and was considersed an invaluble

E . source of intelligence on Russian missile development. The
(ﬁ) 1 extent to which UFO activity has affected East-West relations

remains a significant and unexplored area for future historians.
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Journalist Marquis Ch ilds, in his neuwspaper column "Washington Call-

ing", made the follouwing statement on October 7, 1946:

"] (Childs) have talked to many people here(Stockholm) about the
flying bombs, Some put the whole thing doun to postwar hysteria,
Others take a serious view of what they call, half in jest, "Russian

hail"® s My

One t horoughly reliable American observer with whom I have talked
saw flying bombs in broad daylight over this city. It was a- cigar~-
shaped object which streaked across the sky with great speed and
seemed on the point of shooting eastward(?). Careful Swedish observers
haveseen what they believe to be rockets,

Officials opinion is that nothing is really known about the pheno-
menon, which has now more or less subsided. Recently, at any rate, very
feu rzpotrs of the bombs have been recieved. If the government has
found any fragments, that fact is being kept a careful secret." 2%
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Meanwhile,interesting spectulation on rocketry was being made

in journals accessable to the public.

The use of atomic energy to propsll missiles had been dis-
ocussed in the September 1945, issue of the Journal bf the

American Rocket Society. The artical on the subject even had

something interestiag to say about a proposed radar trigger:

"Instead of dropping the atomic bomb by
parachute thereby enabling the bomb carrier
to vacate the vicinity before the explosion,
an atomic warhead rocket could continue on
to the target. Ewploying the principle of
radar, « radio=operatsd trigger could set
off the explosion at a predstermined height
above ground.Exploding the remaining fuel with
the bomb load, or the fuel and bomdb load
consisting of the same substance, are very
possible,” nE

The suggested scheme to divise nuclear propulsion eventually
did not prove to be techniocally feasible, yet in 1945-U6 no
one felt'they could put a limit on revolutionary developments
of atomic power after the seemingly impossible feat of pro-~
ducing the devices dropped on Japan. Notjonly were arsenals of
atomio rockets envisioned,armned and propelled by nuclear
fission, but even the question of defense measures agsinst
missile attack was considered 2 valid worry "for the U.S.

military. The rocket thresat was devated during a meéfking of
the American Rocket Society on March 15, 1946, The editor of

- the sogiety's journal made a short presentation of the pro-

blem which was then followed by a spirited discussion. Some
of the menbers were military personel ajquainted with current
governmeént work om rockets and thus were in & position to
contrivute the latest unclassifisd information. Oms wzlient

difficulty argued was:"The need for furthsr development of
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radar equipment £0 plot the course of a rocket at great
distances." 26

One active member of the American Rocket Society as of
October 1946, was a geptleman'disoribed on the society's
roster as:"E,U.Condon, National Bureau of Standards,
Washington, 25, D.C. Former Research Director of Westinghouss.
Now on research work on military rocketa.é27zlf anyone

’knew sométhing about atomic powered rockets or atomio

weapon gystems, it would probably have been Dr, Condon,

- Dr. Condon had been active in war time research and dsvelopement

of micro-wave radar as well as alding work on America's first
efforts in rocket research and develepment, though his best
credentials were in the field of applied phyeics which enabled
him to make significant contribvutions to the lManhatten Project.
In threé areas, radar, rockets, and atomic energy, Dr. Condon
could boast of considerable knowledge and experisnce. It may be
further noted that the distinquished professor attracted con-
siderable attention to himself in 1946 because of his outspoken
opinions on sclentific information and the military. Dr, Condeon

apparently thought little‘of the military's attempts to control

‘evttosne eharwa s e'g

ea4atr exchanges of -impor tant scientific knoﬁﬁiedge. SomeA}mboru
tant data of pure science were, he felt, and this the impression

given in the volumns Current Biogrephy 1946, hampered by the

restriotive practices of sclentificly unquéﬁlified Pentagon
censors. An interesting question left unasked was Dr. Condon's
view on certain scientific information and the publig's right

t0 knox.

e
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- 'While men like Bernard Baruch were werning the world in

g COckatrer o )

= goare headlinesﬁphat an atomic war would fling mankind

back beyond the Dark Ages, soientists were greatly interested

in investigating the capabilities of radar in detecting and.

- - tracking meteors.# The ionospheric station at Sterling,
Virgina, operated by ths National Bursau of Standards, tralned
its large radar antenna on that part of the eky which would

“  be the origin of a meteor shower caused by the Glacobini-

Zinner comet due the night of October 9, 1946. The direoctor
of ths bureauw, Dr, Condon, told the press the next day on the

10th, that the ﬁmézﬁn&uwere clearly visible by electronic

———.

means and the experiment could be considered a succeasi = —— — _
. _Mor what does Dr. Condon, radar, rockets, and meteor.

—
e _
T ——

. have in common? And, we must add, UFOs, .
e * A large anticle in the Christian Soience Monitor, on August 16,
1946, titled:"The Great Swedish Rocket Mystery", by that news-

ppor's Washington correspondent, indirectly suggestes a few

#0n page 175 of Captain Edvard Ruppelt's bookiReport on
Unidentified Flvinz Obiects, it states that in February 1952,

the Royal Canadian Air Force Intelligence, for reasons not

men%ioned, came to the conclus:ion it would be fruitful to de-
vise instruments to check on the entry of objects into the

- uppei iayers of the earth's atmospheore.Reported results were
officially nesgative snd the scheme tsrminated in 1954%. Ruppelt

- nt the wordiofficially.in quotation marks,
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interesting points. The aﬁiicﬁa.rscognizsd the fact, and caue
tioned the public, that guilded missile developsment was still
largely composed of drawingboard schemes in spite of the rash
of optimistic press rsleases, then being handed out by the Army
and Navy Pentagon spokesmen,which promised artificial satellites
and rockets to the moon. The sudden appearance of sSo many press
releases by the Pentagon, the author suggestes, was probably
prompted by feelings of insecurity taking hold in the Pentagon
because of the myaterious missiles over Sweden. Also, the cer-
respondentﬂﬁan@&%gg that though experiments were being rushed
to develope a defense against atomic-tipped, long ranged rocksts,
the possivility of devising an adequate defense was nil and that
it looked as if non-military solutions to vpolitical problems
was the only way to advoid world disaster,

This view, that there was no defense in the atomic age, was
shared by a group of prominent sclentists led by Albert
Einstein. They put together the booklet:Ona World Or Nons.

Among the experts that comtributed to the booklet was Dr.
Condon, who wrote a shory essay of how simple it —vould be to
smuggle a small atomic device into the United States and ,
conceal it within a mile of a selected target,which would be
quite near enough to be effective.

It i9 interesting to note Dr. Condon's preoccupation with

’\
methods of atomic weapon deli very and defense.
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There were five recognized means of atomic weapon delivery
that threaten the United Statss in 1946:

1.) Conventional bombing planes.

2.) V=1 type fiying bombs launched from the decks
of submarines lying off the coasts of U.S,

3.) The smuggling and concealment of small hand:carried
avomio .devices.

k.) E-Sanger type,"V-3" glide boab(not recognized as
perfected,but seemingly within reach of 1946- technology).

5.) V-2 tyg;’ballistic missile of interocontinental - .

‘ ine.
! range(not/\within the reach of 1946 technology)e

The first four methads could be succesasful in theory, but only

‘the V-2 type ballestio missile was ideally suited as an atomio

offensive system. Ballistic missiles travel too fast and too
high to offer any reasonable expeotations of deviﬁing éige-
fensive warning aniiifteroeption apparatus, The British could
vouch for that with,experience of German V-28 raining down on
London still fresh in their minds.

While American scientists with German help began the big job
of perfeoting long range missiles, the Pentagon,meanwhile,
could get some comfort from 1 ewizigwfgngBPe United States!
giant, 10,000 mile range, B-3§4then nearing the final stages of

development.
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With the startling news of the Swedish ghost rockets, the
Pentagoﬁyvz;amingly faced with a possible threat by long
range missiles. The only hope for any warning of suoh an
attack was the perfection of long range radar equipment.
At this point we might ask if the Army's feat of bounching
a radar signal off the moon in January, 1946, a test conducted

in secret, was just a scientific stunt or a serious military

‘experiment. Commenting on the 1546 moon radar test,Life meg-—

ezine stated that the test was felt by authorities to be valuble
in that:"...experiments co@@p already te used to detect enemy

' rockets which might travel above the atmosphere.” 30.

Ons might
add here that a certain Dr. Menzel was one the two scientists

_ that produced the mathematical calulations that made the moon
radar test possibls, In May, 1946, with the rank of Commander in
the U.S, Navy, Dr, Menzel left the service and returnsd to - -
Harvaerd ﬁniversity vhere he took over as head of the astronomy
départment. When in June, 1951, the U,S. Alir Force fiﬁanced

; high-alitude observatory at Climax, Colorado, needed g:a?}ector,

- 4 - - ~

Dr. Menzel was appoigted. S
| €~ However, a much better test of long range radar

'in the developament of s missile detaction system would be
the scanning for meteors.entering the earth's atmosphere.
By Decoeuber 1948 .U.S, scleutists had perfected a workable
metecr detection esystem. Three high-powered radars were set
up tenty-five mlles apart aimed at a point about 60 miles
above the earth. At an altitude of 50 miles, or 100 kilo-
meters, meteors plunging earthmard begin to produce a trail

of electrified particles which can be detected by radar. Height,
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velocity, and the direction of meteors could be determined by
this system. The application of this system to the detection of
long range ballestic missiles was possible if similar dis-
trubances occurfméhed in the atmosphere during a. missile's

passage.# 3t ‘ ‘

#These facts were taken from a source at Harvard Observatory.

The mention of Harvard.A rings to mind a name of a certain ‘ /
professor associated with that institution: Dr. Donald Menzel.

Dr. J.Allen Hynek of Northwestern University,on page 171 of his
book:The UFQ Experiz=no3, wrotei"The Pentagon's official attitude

(on UFOs) waes largely dictated by the scientific fraternity.

After all, not even a major general wishes to be laughed at by
highly placed members in the scientific hierarchy; One example

wa8, of course, Harvard astronomy professor Dr. Menzel, who

took a seeﬁingly compulsive interest in the flying saucer

question, sven though this subject was far removed from his
scientific field. He loudly proclaimed that UFOs were nonsense

and particularly championed the "mirage theory" of flying

saucers,® . - akivs, VFOA,
~ ferhaps of additional interest éé: an article in Time ;j:t:£i:§‘A

iﬂbthe Juné 9, 1952 issue, euthored by Dr. Menzel titled:"Those

__Flying Saucers®, The Time article mentionéd:"During World Yar

11, Menzel had left astronomy to become a radar expert. One job
(as Chairman of the Wave Propagation Committee of the Joint
" Chiefs of Staff) was to study the effects of #tmospheric irreg-

ularies on radar waves.,"

[
T
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There 1s a nurber & refersnces that bsar on the relestionchip
_iv) of Ur0e, radar, and rockets. For example, if one checks the

Octobe~, 1957, iscue of Am2:zing Stories, one can find

an articls titled:"Other Space Saucers~--_A Myth" s by Oliver
P. Ferrell, In the article Mr, Ferrell staunchly defended the

~
official Air Force posi tion that no tangible evidence of UFOs
Re alteehed 2ungra oheed, (avmed .
existed anthhat facts about the UFO mystery ware being kept

from the public. A short biblographical sketch introduced Mr,
Ferrell's essay. His background is interesting, particularly

his past association with the Air Force:

"Oliver P, Ferrell is credited with having inde-
pendently discovered the radar detection of meteor
trails(published in Physicel Review, January 15,
1946). His plan for tracking and sizing mysterious
ionic clouds some 65 miles above the surface of the

] earth(published in Science & Culture, Calcutta, India,
() May, 1944) was adopted by the U.S. Air Force in 1948,
g “ From 1949 through 1952, he served as Project

Supervisor under Air Force Cambridge Research Lab-

Oﬁgtories contracts AF(122) =72 and AF 19 (122)-

242, .
These projects evaluated the radio observations
of 600 observers scattered throughout the western
hemisphere. The results of these contracts(135,000
observations) have not besn published, but information
obtained during this period has become a gulide to
research during the International Geophyseical Year."32_

There is yet another fragment of information that might shed
some light on UFOs and long range radar projects. In the ’
University of Colorado book:. Scientific Study of Unidentified
Flying Objecfs there is an interestinéreference to the matter

on page 553. In Canada, we are told, UFO reports are filed
- under "Non-Meteoritic Sightings" and are the responsibility of
,\&:> )the 1Upper Atomosphere Researoch Section ¢of the Radio and Elect-
) rical Engineering Division of the National Research 00un011".33'

#
i
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Acoording to an article in the.Septeuber 6; 11952, issue of The
Nex Yorker ‘magazine, Projeot Sign, the U.S. Air Force UFO injy

vestigation oconducted betwasn 1947-1949, had the following peé-
sonnel assigned to determined a possible physical explaination
of UFOs:

"...an assortment of physicists and aerodynamioistis
who specialize in the study of the stratoshere and
t16 space beyond it; and the electronices experts
.attached to tne Cambridge Field Station." 234

— M oA -

A further note on this matter is of considerable importance.

In August, 1946, 2 correspondent for the Christian Scisnce
Monitor learned the following about British radar assitence

to Sweden? .

"It is expected that the latest British radar gear
developed as & result of experiences during the rocket
bombardment of London(during World War II) will be
loaned to Swedish military authorities....Using radar,
it should be possible to backtrack the rocket’s‘aﬁm&.Punfmmutf
- bisno firing positions to within a few miles, In the
early stages ¢f the rocket hombardment of London it
sas found difficulv vo pickflim“-traveling at 3,000 m.p.h
--on aircraft wérning radar sets, but research workers
have made considerable advances, At the tims the bomb-
ardment ended it was within the bounds of possibility
to pick up rockets and give local warnings of impending
arrival in time for persons to seck shelter." 35, -

If this report is correct in stating that radar of reasonable
capability for detecting hadllestic missiles already existed,
vould there.be any unusuval motive for doing further research on

Mmalivea
meteors,Avisitors arriving from deep space?
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October 10th{Athe Swedish Defense-Staff spokse
up on the ghost rocket issue after a long silence. The New
+ York Times carried the Assoclated Press!'! account of the

official announcement:

"Swedish military authorities said today
that they have been unable to discover after
‘ four months of investigation the origin or
) naturs of the ghost rockets that have been
f flying over Sweden since May.
| A special communique®declared that 80 per ,
‘ cent of 1,000 reports on the rockets acould
’ be attributed to 'celestial phenomena,® but
b that radar equipment had detected some objacts
, ‘whish osnnot be the phenomena of nature or
i products of imaginations, nor be referred to
h @8 Swedish airplanes:' 3¢,

The official admission that something besides imagination,

rockets, airplanes, or'celestial phenomena'(meteors?), was

———p—

reapoﬁiblo for the & sizeable portion of the ghost rocket
reports is quite astonishing. A resulting gilencs on the_pqrp“mmw

- - el
-

of American and British authorities. on the mysterious portion

of the Swedish investigation is also quite astonishing. This
| would not be the last time data of a truely inexplicable nature

“ in official investigations would be ignored. As might be ex-

_ pected, Charles Fort had nof overlooked even this difficulty.

He left us this opinion:

"I don't know to just what dsgree my accusation, in

these matters, is of the lazin®ss and feeblemindness
of scientists. Or, instead of accusing, I am simply
pointing out everybody's inability seriously to sp2nd

i time on something, which, according to his precon-
c¢eptions, is nonsenss. Scientists, in matter of ouwr
data, have been like somebody in Europe, before 1432,
hearing stories of lands to the wmeat, going out oa ths
ocean for an hour or so0, in an rov-wat, and then
saying, whether exactly in tnes2 words, or not:'Oa
hell! thers ain't no America'.*37,

*

¢

i
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Soientists aSSOciated with the 1946 ghost rocket investigat-
ion may have lacked curiosity, energy, or even intelligence,
, in conformance to Fort's old accusation, hovaver wa must give
them more credit than that and consider other reasons for ths
! the silence taat desended over the ghost rocket mystery, =
eilence that still prevails, No scientific pavers, for examplé,

i have ever turned up in scientific journals on the big 1946

)

mystery.

Apparently the ghost rockets of 1946 caused something of a swir
¢ in Beligium, though thers seems to have beenﬂnn-iention of such

activity in American or English newspapers,éhe two prime sources

| of unusual date available to the Fortean Society and to anyone

. «~-d0ing research on the mattsr only understanding the ?nglish

N

! la %Lage. We do know that there was a report, dated September 25th,
which told of a ball of fire pluring out of the sky over G0Ostend,
Belgium, trailing a dense smoke trail. The ball of fire almost rammed

a house, but whether or not the object was determined to have been a
meteor, was nat disclosed. 28

—

r$~m~f- Without knowinuu?iat was in Beligium nawspapers, we
ansch
can indirectly gue 33 that something asg=t have happened when a
. ~
notice turned up in the Bristish press on October 15, 1946,
issued by the Beligium Defenss Minister, which ineisted that

4
{ “~..

‘ after an official inquiry nothing of an unknown nature had
gover flown th&t nation's territory.éyg . i

 FRROU S S

Altdpgh llttle appeared in the press, Ed Creagh, an Associated Press
staff writer, stated that the ghost rocket eeports continued in great

i  numbers right up to Uctober.qo’
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CEi) ___winds on how the "rockets" were being propelled. Thayer also

- wWas puzzled by the "radio bombs" habit of blowing up and théir
uncanny marksmanship_for bodies of water. Even though he
&oouldn't tie up these loose ends, Thayer was certain who was
behind the exocitsment and why. He blamed the whole mess on the
U.8, Office of Strategic Services, thinking <that the organiza-
tion was concocking scientific trash to scare the public into
believing those "Damned Reds® could sent Atomic Bombs raining
down on America from a half a world awayf "Malarky®, he snorted,
refering to rockets in general,®before you know it the Pentagon

,are.'»&’-k & )
will be burning up billions®, FinanoiallyﬂThayar'a aim =28

>

dead center. 42.
~  Only casually did Thayer make a refersnce to the possibility
- ey interpianss !
g\(:> .A interplanetary viseiters and hose members that might perfer
« - that kind of theme. See page 242 under ”Ghosts"JL4zﬂA~nﬂ“dlxw“J

- e e
- - -

1

#.Author Bernard Newman, a well traveled and adventureous gentle-
mén who penned many spy novels as well as serious works on in=
ternational politics, srote an interesting fantasy-thriller

/ titled;zgg Flying Saucer (Macmillan, 1948)which was & curious

© mixture of H.G.Wells! plot in War of tne Worlds and actual UFO

news itews ladled over an idea of his own. The theme of Newments
fiction story was that a small band of scientists had faked the
2 ghost rocket and flying saucar reports in order to oreats a

Martian invasion acare, thue unify the world and brirg peace
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,iu issue number 16. Sure enough,on that page there was a Reuters
di;patoh that told of a "strange luminous figure" wandering
remote beach | areas at night on Sweden's.Tarn Island. Cattle,
for some reason, avolded those areas ind the lush grass there,
Elsewhere in that issue there were items about a shower of
worms during & temporary lull in & storm in Philadelphia and
an unexplained light seen in theAby a couple of policemen at
Weatherford, Texas, just 13 days after{ as Thayer put it} the
Navy "misplaced" eix planes off Florida. 43,
As the ghost rocket story came to a temporary close, the our-
tain went up on another episode that seems teo havd-an interest~
ing relationship to some earlier information we have ocovered,

—

From what information that is availble this is uhat apparently °*
happened. On the night of October 9, 1946, people all over the nation
vere outdoors watching for a meteor shower that marked the appéoach of -
the Giacobini-Zimer comet. During the meteor display "something! ap-
peared near the moon in the dark eveing sky over San Diego, California.

One of the witnesses in San Diego of the strange object in the sky,
a medium named Mark Probert, immediately phoned the head of B,S.R.A.,

Meade Layne;a Fortean,ig&believer in interplanetary travelers visit-
ing the earth as indicated in the writings of Charles fort. Layne «
asked Probert to attempt psychic contact with the object in the sky,

Other witnesses in the San Diego area notified the newsmedia
and soon the aerial mystery story was being broadcasted over the
radio, Sometime during the eveing Meade Layne phoned the radio station
and told about Probert!s attempt at contact with the object in the sky.

As a result Layne began to recieve sightingcreports at his Borderland

Research headquarters. One sightiné reported to the local neuwspapers

13
4
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and later printed in tﬁe Los Angeles press stated:" 'You must think

I'm.a nut, but I know what I sau'...(aiso)'l'm sure it wasn't a shoot-
ing star., It iooked like a rocket shipL trying to make contact'...(and)
'The object appeared on the right hand side of the moon at about 8 p.m.

and remained in view for nearly three minutes!...(moreocver)'It was

shaped like a bullet and it left a thin vapor trail behind it.,* " 44.
Meanwhile, just north of San Diego; at the small community of Paio-

mar Gardens located at the base of Palomar Mountain,the leader of a
cult that called itself the "Royal Order of Tibet", Mr. George Adamski,
an amateur astronomer who was waiting impatiently for the compietion
of the giant 200 inch telescope atop the mountain, was scaning the
heavens like other psople hoping to see the metsor display., He also
claims he sauw something near the moon. After the strange object dis-
appeared, Adamski went indoors and turned on the radio. He sooh heard

the radio annoumcer say that there had been numerous other witnesses

to the object in the night sky, There could be little doubt that he
checked the newspapers to learn nore.

Sometime between October 10th and the 1llth, an alledgéd message re-
cieved by Mark Probert from the mysterious thing iﬁ the sky was given to

the press, The Los Angeles Daily Neuws headlined its artical on Probert's

4. )
mental message:"Are Men From Mars Knocking?" The News printed that
Probert alledgedly learned that the dark object blotting out a portion

of the lunar face wuwas piloted by creatures from outer space that uere
seeking contact with mankind but wary of the hostile instincts of

mankind. The spaceship, which was suppose to be called a

Karesta, or Corrida, used a very efficient anti-gravity

46,

piloté sougnht a meeilng with sarth scientistg»ay’g remote sits.

engine according to tas allsdged telopathlc message, and its
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Tiffany Thayer, who felt that the newspapers served up
quite enough fiction as it was, noted the whole business
with a traos o} a'huﬁorous sneer, proposing that the so-called
bashful extramundanians might yet land and closeée in on the
White House in droves. ' .

Several weeks passed, aocording to Adamski's testimony,
before he heard the expression "San Diego spaceship" mentioned
again. He claimed that some military officiers happened to ﬁe
traveling through the. toxn he lived in near Mount Palomar and
that he happensd to overhsar them talk about the interplanet-
ary 1dea in regards to thae San Diego manifestation. Further-
more, he declared he never saw anything else inexpiicable in
the sky until August of 1947:“%et the phiosopher in him began
to stir and the world would hear from him in the years to come.

George Adamski later wrote a novel titled: An Imaginary Trip

“;‘/;\

to the Moon, Venus, and Mars, whioh was published in 1949, As
a work of fiction it did not attract any attention, but on
Novembsr 2%, 1952, a strange story appeared in the Phoenix,
Arizona, Gazetts about Adamski. The Gazette printed c¢lalms by
the Californian that he had met face-to~face with‘a pilot of a
fying sauocer from outer ~space that alledgedly touched down
for a short time at.a remote location in Californiats Mojave
desert. Soon after, & fully detalled account appeared in the
book Flying Saucers Have Landed, in which Adamski discrived

his nsw found friend from the firmament as a human-like being
with an angslic face, goldén brown shoulder-lsength hair, and

dreased in a simple one-pisce jumpsuit. Adam3ki's alién was
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an obvious attempt at 2 comparison with the traditional con-
ception of mankind!s revered Nazarens.

The reason far the meeting between Adamski and the spaceman,
Adamski olaimed, was a "good news" message of spacemen saving
human oivilization from self destruction. Needless to say at
this point, Adamski's yarn sounds too similar to Harold
Sherman's tale "The Green Man" to ignore the strong posesib-
ility the unusual Californian occult leader had been 1nsp1r;d
by the story in Amazing magazine.

Unfortunataly, Adamskits "Numar® didn't stick around to plea
for peace among the nations of the e2rth, but Adamski was

only too glad to spread the word himself.
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GEORGE ADAMSKI stands beside a painting of the Venusian ‘‘flying saucer’ pilot he claims to have
contacted near Desert Center, Calif, on November 20, 1952

REAL 9
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Stookholm made the news oncé again on November 16, 1946, vut
no rockets were mentioned. It seems a myeterious explosion in
the alr over the center of the eity knocked pseople flat in a
100 yard radiuefﬁ%ut Sweden, however, was due to surrender its
sgepter as the current world leader in experiencing extraordin-
ary aerisl phenomena, for Seattle, Washingion, U.S.A., half way
around the world, was just then trying to explain six mysterious

blasts in the alr that had recently took place in a 24 hour per-
Yo~

iod.
Froz that part of the world to the northwest of Seattle cams the
following report:

®London, Nov.20 (1946) (AP)==-The Moscow radio reported Wednesday
that & metoor which resembled 'a white-hot flying cannon bazll?
was sigthed Nov. 12 by the Lenningrad Artic institute's polar
gtation at Providsence bay, at the northeast tip of Siberis
aorose the Bering strait from Alaska,

'The meteor was observed for twenty-two seconds at & helight
of twenty-to twenty-five seconds degrees from the horizon,'! the
report said. ®Its trajectory was almost a straight line. It pro=-
duoed the impression of a white=hot flying cannon ball, Its
velocity was relatively low, fér below that of falling stars.
The meteor was of a reddish-violet color and its huge tall was
li?ht blue. 8

The radio desoription, particularly es to veloeity, coincid-
ed to some degree which that of meteor-like objects sighted
above Scandinavian countries in recent months.?” 5{.

Some time later, January 6,1947, those strange, low swooping
meteors returned to the U.S,:

%..e9 fiery ball giving off weird flashee of light, passed
over southern Californis and out to sea. Visible from Sen
‘Diego to Bakersfield --almost 200 milss apart --it resulted
in two separate searches for corashed planas.

Coast Guard boats at Santa Monioca and Ocesnside put out to
soa, and in many cities t:lephone switehboards were jammed a3
witnessaes callad police and newspaper .offices.
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At Malibu it was reported that three ghostly flashes of
light appeared after the blazing ball had passed. Two trans-
. port pllots in the air at the time stated that the object
flashed by at & tremendous speed.

‘" Dr. Clarsnce H. Cleminshaw of Griffith Observatory sald it
apparently was "exceptionally large".52. -

:"EE -~ - y =
- ¥

January 6, 1947, found England's Field Marshal Bernard Montgom-
ery in Moscow for a high level visit, Other- than Ssalin'’s out-
spoken mistrust for the recent Anglo-American agreement of &
"strandardisation of defense" whioch the suspicious old fox of
the Kremlin made Marshgll Montgomery go to gréat lenghts to
define; the Russians sesmed friendly enough for the moment.

Making & mental survey of the eondition of the war ravaged

ecu&txysido, Marshall Montgomery later reported to his govern-

- mont that the Communists might not be ready for an agressive move

for another 15 to 20 yea.rs.s?" -

While the Ruesians leaders were toasting Marshall Montgomery
w}th vodka in Moscow, the commandant of a Portland military
soademy came close to being tashed on the noggin by a chunk of
"gomething" that had droppec. down out of a clear blue sky along
with a number of egg-size hailstones, Oddly, only an area of 15
square feet was affected by this quser cloudleas "weather®
phénomenon. The academis's headmaster told a Portland nevspaper,
the Oregonisn, that the sirange chunk of dark material that
nearly struock him had a jacket of ice and hit with such force

it reboundsd eix fset high. According to an Oregon statis

- -
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geologist, the unidentified mass was composed of eleven differ-

ent metals, but.that no analysis gave a olue to what it was or

54.

It had been a warm olear day, January 4th,when the unusual fall

wheres it came from.

occurredsand it immediately became obvious an airplane might
have dropped the ice, but the CAA authorities confirmed the

fact that no airplanes had been over the campus area at the
right hour of the day. During the short span of days in which
investigators examined various theories,the Oregonian did some
research on its own, On January 7th, the Oregonian suggested
that long range rookets from White Sands testing range in New
Mexico might be responsible, adding that the Swedish ghost
rocket?s landing bases had never been discovered and that there
might be a oonnection. The Commander of White Sands proving
ground;i;:ae an official denial that his installation could
have sent aloft a Toocket that could have reached Portland.S¥D,
tfho Oregonian proved to be well informed and remindedd its
readers that a man nemed Charles Fort believed he had discovered
proof o6f unexplained things orulsing the earth's atmosphere
‘fifty years before. The Oregonian asked:"...who on earth --or
the moon --i8 upstairs anyway?" Se.
Tiffany Thayer recieved the Oregonian newsstories on the : -
Portland excitement and savored the brief Fortean acknow-
ledzsment, but to expsct more would probably be like the
optimist that went fishing using whales for bait.

A further U.S. Army Air Forcse communiqué'quickly slapped

down any notion the freak occurrence at Portland could be,

by strecth of the imagination, connescted& with the Swedlsh
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ghost rockets, 57

March 22, 1947, a familar headline returned to the pages of
the New York Times*" 'Phantom Bombe! Return To Skies Over
Sweden"., A sixty-foot, silver torpedo, spurting smoke that
persisted long after the thing itself sped out of sight, had
been noticed over southern Sweden. The trail of wvapor showed
fhat the mysterious rocket had reversed its course, thus ,
dieplaying intelligent control., o8

Meanwhile, the editor of Amazing Stories lectured its readers
in its April issuei®Does 1t take e fiotion magazine like
Amazing Stories to stress the importance of not taking theeeQ)FG)
"mysteries® lightly?" 59

p—— e e e e — - - e e s b e
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) Th%phost Rockets had been primarily a European phenomenon
within the jurisdiotion of British intelligence, and the
reponsibility of European newsmedia. In the spring of 1947 there
ocoured a major shift ta North America. Curiously,U.S, Air Foroce
intelligence headquartered at Wright-Patterson Alr Force base
in Ohio(Air Techniocal Intelligence Command),seemed to have been
caught completely unawares. This fact alone indicates strict
security must have limited Ghost Rocket information of official
nature to & high level.

Accordirg to cfficial records Air Technical Intelligence Com=
rand (ATIC) at Wright Field was first introduced to the fact
that something very odd was going on in the atmcsphere in mid-
April, 1947, Official rscords stated that a weather observer

e

" at RicHmond, Virginia, spotted an unexplained objeot speeding

i~
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through the air, The observer tracked the UFO using a theodolitis
and with {t 438 able to obtain aocurats speed and heigat measure-
monts?x%ie OOmpiete report of the Richmond case is still classif-
ied and not much more is publialy‘known. Aftsr a number of years
the fact that "flying saucers" were officialy recorded vefors
June 24, 1947(an important dete that will be explained in the
next chapter) has been a fact that official sources sesm to Le
inolined %o ignore.. . ’

Other elemsnts of the shift from Europe to North America was
a sudden and m2ssive appearance of UFOs in the skises of the
Western Hemisphere, and the discovery of the phenomena by the
American newssmedia, a rscognition that requirsel asome espsecially
advantagous conditions that did not occur until the afternoon of
June 2Uth,

Weanwhile, . the Russians, the often accussd villians in the
ghost rocket mystery, had at this time, April, 1547, badly
failed in tlheir efforts to achieve anything nsar shat the West
feared. The Sanger type long range antipodsl rocket glider, had
only then coms to the attention of Stalin personally. _He grasp~
8d the signifioancs of the weapon and summonsd a coqference of
his top lieutenants. On a gray overcast afterncon in April, 1947,
in Moscos, the leading figures of the Communist empire gathered
togetasr in a sscret room in the Kremlin. Present at the meet-
ing was Stalin, Molotov, Malankov, and Beria. Others there alao
included Stalin's son Vassill, and the Soviet Generals Voznesen-
8kl and Voroshilov. The group listened quistly for whila to a
oouple of Russlan rocket sxperts disoribing the history of the
German V-veapon program. The two debriefing offiociers, Colonel

~

Sevov and a Colonel Tokeyeff. had begun by diacusaing tha T-¢
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:gnd its 250 wmile range, but Yalankov interupied with P. 227
R the comment that Socialismicurrent chief opponent did
not lie at¥ such a convenietly-short distance., Stalin hushed
Malenkov and asked the military aides to move on to the
Sanger rocket-that could circumnavigate the globe. _

After the lecture Stalin ordered Tokayeff end his son Vassili
to travel incognito to Western occupied Germany where Sanger
was believed to be living and "persuade” the German scientist
to oome to the Soviet Union and continue his work on the anti-
podal missile,

After montns of fruitless effort to find Sénger, Vassili ana
Colonel Tokayeff returned to Moscow emptyhanded. Suoh was the
Russian long range intercontinental missilée program in the
early summer of 1947. Tokayeff defected to the West & year
leter in the spring of 1948, giving Anglo-American intelligence
an inside look at the Communist missile program and disclosing
the existence of the "Sanger rocket meeting". &r

Meanwhile, Fortean R. DeWitt Miller put together a selection

of his Coronet articals for a book titled Forgotten Mysteries
in the spring of 1947, telling of ghosts, vanished people,

lost cities, sea serpents, ect. Charles Fort rated a single
chapter, an abbreviated treatment of reports of "mystery planes"
and unexplained lights secn at sea, and Mr., Miller was careful

t0 credit Fort as the man whoegas the first to dare assert that
2.

. the planet earth had "guests". Yet the total effect was_that

i freet

the strange Bronx author remained a little honored prophetpto be
stuck® in books like Forgotten Mysteries indsefinitely,sand-
wiched between Nostradamus and the surviors of Lemurie, amid

the l&8test sepsculation on the Pyramid of Gizeh aril sharing the
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the stage with the Looch Ness Monster, holding hands with the
Abominable Snowman and moving over for the vast stonework of
Sacsahauman.

Amezing Stories devoted its entire June 1947 issue to the
¥true" spacemen-subterranean story as related by the magazine's
special correspondent, a fellow that claimed somekind of
"psychic understanding” of the secret doings of these undetect-
ed alien civilizations. All of this correspondent'e articles
in the June issue dealt with the antics og thg alledged under-
ground beings and just why the. spacemen Qt?:;;gnored is not
known. However, the editor of Amazing got &n author-member of
tié\rortean Socliety to write a two page spread for inclusion
in the June issue which was titled:"Visiters From The Void". The
Fortean writer, Vincient Gaddis, penned an accounting of the
phantom girplane newspaper clippings gathered by Tiffany Thayer
during the 19303.63T'he editor of Amazing had & 50-50 chance of
being right on top of one biggest news stories of the year, yet

" just .about all of the publication's money was rideing on the

‘ theme of subterraneans,

Things began warming up early in June-iwhen thezgﬂ:gs soma S0
reports of "silvery balls® seen speeding through theA?ungary in
eastern Europg?*ﬁut it was in the United States where real
pandemonium was about to break out,

A whole series of sightings wers made between May and mid-
June,'1947; across the U.S., yet for various reasons the

sightings failed to trigger any excitement. lost people believed



(A~

2

: P. 239
theyAseeing secrat wedpons; .but with no definite data they
did not go the newspapers and make an issue of their ex-

rerience, e

Over Oklahome City, May 12th, a private pilot watched as a

5. «

large circular object sped by at a high rate of speed.

Another unexplained thing was seen manuvering over Manitor

Springs, Colorado, & short\ume -l.a.‘cer;6 ®. p

tvAdor T 4/ ~Laly Q

Speedy{flying objects zipped over Weiser, Idaho, on June 12th,
rising and falling as they moved zanlcz»ng;G O
Juns llith a pilot on-the ground at Bakerfield, Californis,
Richard Rankin, was startled to see nine dics-shaped objects
in formation in the.sky. He estimated that the roéund objects

were thirty feet across and traveling around 900 miles per

hoﬁr.éﬁa'

An Air Force pilot sighted six more unidentified flying
bodies .in the-air over Lake Meade, Nevada, on June 21st.

Finally, on June 23, 1947, the local newspaper office in Cedar
Rapids, Iowa recieved a telephone call from a genlteman who
felt compelled to tell the world he had seen something he
believed should be publisized. The phone report mentioned:

"They looked like ten shiny, disc-shaped things,
«ee (and) were very, very high, fluttering along in
& string and soon they vanished toward the north-
west...{also) he guessed they might have been
traveling five hunderd miles an hour --faster than
any plane he had ever seen." 59.

¢

Apparently since the witness was a railroad engineer, the

newa item failed to cause a national stir(This is UFO expert

Frank Edwards® opinion.). 7o

The afternoon of the next day, the 24th, a meaber of tha.
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(T, Washington State forest service was on fire watch at a lookout
toser at Diamond Gap. Diamond Gap 13 a small seittlement near
the town of Salmon, Washington, just south of the majestic
. peak of mount Raineer. The forest service lookout noticsd
someting in the sky which said were:",..flashes in the dis-
tance quite high up in the east(they)...seemed to be going
in a straight line and made a strange noise, higher pitched ,

than most airplanes make."

qu?i‘.ke on previous occassions conditions were not right for
a perfeot cighting, but from all indications the report from
Diamond Gap supported wshat has become one of most famous UFO
reports of all, and one gopod enough to make the UFQ mystery
a - major nassatory for 150r\the nation's biggest newxspapars the

‘/-(’) following day. 72.

JEESCN
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Chapter Notes .

“a

1,)In 1945 the United States Air Force had- the nou famous think tank

C:; organization, the Rand Corporatiph of -Santa Monica, California, created
/ "to explore the problem of intercontinental warfare, By 1946 Rand scien-
tists were busy studying the possibilities of utilizing rockets aof

space traveling capabilities in a military way. The Rand Corporation
also had a big role later in the preparation of the anti=UF0 report

at the end of 1949,

.i\When General Le May boastasl about a possidle "airrocket® that

could scar to 700,000 fest vhere it might need & "anti-meteor”

gun, he was probably referﬁng t0 the research plans X8-=1 which
) was then under going tests. The X5~ was essentially &- wiaged,

V=2 - flown by a pilot. A fasinating thought is that perhaps
|

Gensral Le May beleivsd the XS-1 might ve needed to engage tha
i

ghost rockets iin combat,
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‘ The rocket airplane XS 1 nestling under the wing ot a B-29 bomber Cou
- ; - at Muroc Air Base, California In order to prolong fiving ume, the X$-r way ;
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Pandenonium

G
Ahaugéaggvab, June 24, 1947, a single engine Callair was

executing & 180‘degree turn 9,200 feet over the small town

of Mineral, Washington. The pilot, Kenneth Arnold, scrutinized
the rugged terrain bslow for the wreckage of a missing c-U6,
His plane's airspeed was igg'miies per hour. \. The T
um¢»;:§9 P e

Arnold came out of his turn and setAplane on an eastern '

heading. A:few moments later something strange happened:

. "'The first thing I noticed was a seriss of flashes in
my eyes as if a mirror was reflecting sunlight at me,®‘he
sald, 'I saw the flashes were coming from a seriss of
obieots that were traveling incredibly fast. They were
;% ger¥ egg shiny and seemed to be shaped like a. pie

ate. .

Banking his plane, Arnold slid back —
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hie eide window 80 he could'gat an unobstructed view. He saw
an echelon of silvery objects flying along following the
snow blanketed ridge of the Casade range. The Callair

hsﬁx:?an was unable to aes any teils on the strange "airoraft”

andﬂthcught that very pooulair.a’

Arnold said:

" 11 counted nines of them as they disappeared behind
the peak of Mount Ranier. Their speed was apparently
eo great I decided to elook theme. I took out my watch
and checked off one minute and 42 seconds from the
time they pasgsed Mount Ranier until they reached the
peak of Mount Adams...All told the objscts remained
An view slightly less than two minutes from the tims
1 first notioced them.' " 4, .

A fast calulation of the speed using the peaks of Mount

Reiner and Mount Adams gave an answer of 1,200 miles per

- hour, far above contemporary technologlical achievements.
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Looking like the shiny flickering of metalie flakes, the
‘mysteriyos "airoraft®faded from sight as they moved beyond
- Mount Adame to the south almost 50 miles away.g;

The Chicago:.Daily Tribune'%gecount of the incident added the

following?

*He(Arnold) said he calulated the length of the
alr train at five miles by flying over a mountain
ridge behind which he had secn the lead objeot
emerge about the time the tail object disappeared. : 4
This ridge proved to be five miles long...'1I am
sure they were separate units,! he(Arnold) said,
‘Lbecause they weaved in flight like a tail of &
kite'," 6.

After tho objects disappeared from view, Arnold set his
course for his next stop at Yakimas, Waehington;nég&talked
with some the airport personnel égzizgﬁﬁidfif”éihld learn
nothing new about what he had seen. .
i Arnoid continued on his way home to Boise, taking off for
his last stop at Pendleton, Oregon. At Pendleton the weather
was clear with some rain over the mountains to the east. At the
oity airport preparaztions were being made to welcome a 60
wiee, & tri-state air
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tour to promote private aviation by business concern7¢ Someone

Plane air fleet doerbhy=th

8t the Yakima airport had phoned ahead of Arnold to notifiy
Pendleton airport,overcrowded with extra ground personnel,
that if they wanted to hearAa strange new "aircrafi" to check
with the pilot of the Callair due to land there within the
hour., Whem Arnold landed he was g;eeted by & large crowd.
Everyone wanted to hear the ;tory about the "tailless jets".
While the physical description of the objects was strange,
interest was foocused on the odd "jets" speed. Calulations

made by Arnold were rechecked and after much discustion an
answer of 1,200 miles per hour seemned inescapable.
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The Portland Oreqon Journal carried the following UP accog;t of

Arnold's discussion with the other pilots at Penpdleton airport:

iy

" tSome of the pilots thought it over and said it was possible
(said Arnold). Some of them guessed that I had seen some secret
guided missiles, People began asking me if I thought they uers
missiles sent over the North Pola(Russian Sanger rockets?).
'then I sauw_them(Arnold continued),ueaving and ducking in and
out as they came south not more than 500 feet over the plateau.
They looked like they were rocking. I looked for the tails but
I realized they didn't have any. They were half-moon shaped,
oval in front and convex in the rear.,...There were no bulges
or cowings, They looked like a big flat disk. They were larger
than the oridinary jet plane,-but slightly smaller than a D[L-4,
if you dont't count the rear fuselage," 7,
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The far-famed “flying objects”
were seen at close hand over
Woodland, Wash,, Friday after-
noon

In tivo groups, numbering
either 9 or 10 1n all, and soaring
between 1000 and 2000 feet, they
skimmed silently as clouds from
north to south—making a south-
easterlv turn as they disappeared.

There was no sound, no vapor
trail, only the very thin pie-plate
aftants now reporied as having
been seen 1mn several Western
states, which as they “undulated™
in the air flashed the rays of the
sun LKke the reflection from mir-
;rors.

1

REPORT TELEPHOMNED

Th:s is the report, ielephoned
in a matter-of-fact tone to The
Journal late Friday by Clyde
Homen, who lhives 1n \woodland
1 and 1¢ manger of Tuhps, Inc a

bulb-growing provertv about two
miles south of that ety in South.
western Washington,

Homan sad the objects alsa
were seen by the farm foreman
wno vas in a warchcuse but ran
to the door as Homan called and
ghimpsed them just as they were
disappezring 1n the southeast

~f was sitting at my desk in
the office when a bright flash
ceme 1n the window,” Homan re-
perted ‘I locked up ai the skv
and <av these things m (wo
groups pretty close together I
didn t get an exact count—there
vere four or five 1o the first
binch and the same numbe: mn
the second, which was behind the
fi1 t zome 400 or 530 vards

‘1l coutdnt see shaper mtch
either because they were very

bright, reflecting the sun like
from metal—not glass mirrors—
and the flash was so bright I

couldnt make out the shape be-
hind 1t

“They were going fast. but not
any 1200 miues an hour Id say
about twice as fast as an ordmary
airhner, mayvbe 600 mile: an hour.
There was no particular forma-
tion except that they were
bunched

*The peculiar thing was the
wav they moved along—tlting
back and forth, tipping up and
down undulating — and every
time thev reached the right re-
flection angle, the flashes came '

Homan ventured the opmnion
the objects might have been the
r~w type of {tailless aircraft
known as flying wings

DAY WAS CLOUDY

Homan was reminded that the
day was moastly cloudy ard he re-
phied, “It was partly cloudy here
with sunshine occasionally
through the clouds There were
‘holes’ of blue skv And anyway,
the clouds were mgh and these

things weren't over 1000 to 20C0 |

feet up and were flying under
the clouds

“And there wasn’t a sound, not
a trace of vapor trail—just these
things sailing zlong As soon as I
saw them, I ran to the warehouse
and called the foreman, and he
got to the door st 1n time fo
see them, They came over the
hill back of us here from the
noith and thev were following
straight alorz the Pacific high-
war Just south of here thev
veered off sharply to the soulh-
east

* Shape” Very flat. very, very
thin, particularly when you saw

them on edge as they were bank-
g and very bright”

Homan said he had flown manv
times feeis he hnews pretty well
the speed of planes, and 15 con-
fident these “objects” were go-
g just about twice as fast as
airhiners and ntdged them to be
jet-propeiled but ne was puzzied
by absence of the vapor trail

“And I am not too excitable
and 1 have good eyesizht and I
know what I saw this afternoon,’
he said 1n conclusion “Im sur-
prised vou dont have reporis
from others nf baving seen themn
todav "

Mezsnwhile other reporis of
t h e flying saucers ccnatinue to
ome IR !

United Press reports that
Charles Kastl, radrcad engineer
of Joliet Il said he spotted
‘abovt nire” of the {hings as he
walked along a highway at 130,
p m Central standard time Tucs- |
day If these are the same ones |
seen by Kenneth Arnold, Boise
1f means they must have covered
the distance from Seat'le tg Chi-,
cago—about 2000 miles —in 50|
minutes

TLIPPED TOGEIHER i

Kastl <aia he could see no con~
necting link between them but
they acted as though the leading
disk had a motor in it {o poier|
the others because when it fhp-
ped the others would to When]
it would right 1tself, tne olhers;

|
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would right themselves

Archie Edes of Wenaichee <a.d
he saw cne explode about af
feet from the giound near Jloso
lake 118t Fridav mp . He saw
there vas ne blindin~ flasn bur
a preat shower 6. sparys arr
flamex seemied to hutie o M|
ground. — ]
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Finally Arnold left the orowd &%t the airport to go to his
hotel and get some rest temporarly satisfied that the errie
formation of fluttering, dipping, pie-shaped objects must
have been & test of Uncle Samts latest &==% seoret missila.
Like the other-airmen,it $§§K§£Jﬁ2§§e4 that impressg%?%gﬁi |
Nothing, Arnold surmised, would have survided the violent

movements of the objects as they skipped along, therefors

the things'must have been some kind of radio controlled
misslle, 8. )

The following morning orefy ﬁline of the air fle-t had
arrived at Pendleton muniocipal airport by 9 otelock and
all of the fleet's air personnel convened in the loocal
VFW hall for breakfast. The pilots and mechanics were in
Jovial spirits,and when the main speaker rose to gave his
address,he was set upon by some men in white coats and ‘
strapped in a straltjacket while the audience howled with
laughter. The mystery ﬁissilee had already been forgotten.

Arnold didn't attend the %we good humored gathering, but
fate would have him in that same VFW hall twenty-three days
later giving @ talk himself, saying some inoredible things,
and there would be no straitjackets or laughter.

The Boise flyer was up early on 25th and decided to go down~

Lo
town. A gentleman who said he was)& clty called Ukiah stopped

PRSP

Arnold in the etreet and brought up the subject of ﬁhe mystery
'myste?y“ missiles. The stranger clalmed that he ssen a similar
formsticn over his home in Ukiah, the day before,sbout the samo
tims Arnold had seen ‘his™ forﬁaxion _near lount Rainer. The

man added that the things would weave and threaten to break
out of alinement as they sped along. 9.
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The encounter with & man who ¢laimed t0 have seen the
same thing as he,enbolded Arnold. Before leaving for Bosie,
]
Arnold gathered together his courage and went over to the

office of the Fast Oregonian, Pendleton's only newspaper.

_ ¥t was noon time as Arnold timidly walked into the East

Oregonian building and asked to talk to someone in the

news department. Nolan Skiff, who wrote the "End of the Week®
eolumn, invided the flyer to have a chair by his desk. Mr. ’
Skiff listened as Arnold slowly began describe what had -
bhappened the 24th over the Cascades. At first Mr, Skiff
thought Arnald might be a kook, but as the flyer's story
unfolded the sincerity with which it was t0ld quickly over
came any doubts about-Arnold's honesty. Arnold freely
admitted it was a fantastic story, yet he said he had to
believe his own eyes. The "missiles" traveled, Arnold -
remarked, like a flat rock bouncing along the surface of
water, a rising and falling motion(undulatory flight).
Another staff member, Bill Bequette, had be=n taking down
Arnold's story and @son believed it might have national
1nteres§. The East Orsgonian was hooked up with the newswire
of Associated Press so Bequelte sent a short message out on
teletype, pausing at fhe point which called for a name for
the phenomenon. Thinking of the motion of objects Bequette
spelled out "flying saucers".‘o' |
Hundreds of newspapers fdcked up the Arnold flying saucer
story and carried it on the lower.half "of their front pages.
Immediately dozens of persons - contacted the press to tell of

#imilar sightings made by them that same day or eariler in

the month. People said they they had been afraid to say some-
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thing ,or had thought nothing of it believing the objects
were government devices.
Kenneth Arnold's place in history is dus to four factors.

First,as a pilot he was familar with aircraft and had instant
L X
doubts whetherjthe objecte were ordinary aircraft. .-
at

% when,witnessed

N
the objects moving through the alr along the Cascade range..
) 1 !\ !

Seoond, Arnold was flying,;9,000 feet

This high vanage point "~ A. - him to get a prolonged look at
the stranée formadtion. A third factor was that Arnold's plane
had begﬁxgzi;ctly over the town of Mineral, Washington, an2
that the objects passed between two very prominent reference
pointe,whivkeswezs Mount Rainlier and Mount Adams. A little quiek
thinking and & handly timepliece g2ve Arnold something important.
This was information that was not purely subjective in nature:

4t Ledadt-
a computed speed 0§A1,200 miles per hour., Armed with his

amazing calulation: Arnold was ready for the fourth factor,which

was that the flyer found the courage to tell his._story to the
nevapapers and risk ridiculein a face-to-face interview. ot
Reaction to the newsstory about some "flying saucers?® wéékun-
favorable for the first few days.And glrentagon _.Bpokesman
even responded within a matter of hours on the Arnold report
by oommeqting@hat only a V-2 rocket could achieve 1,200 miles
per nour.‘ihe fact that the Pantagon chose not ignore what
seemed to be a sea serﬂ“ént type newsstory wéﬁxggi;t in the

story's favor,

\

Soon > @& flood of reports hit the newswires and the

public had to begin to take sidea on the isgsuse.
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(02 Vhen similar things had managed to

el e Alas o
capture public'attention before,they werbp\pamos of explain-

Ny

:\‘J/
1ble devices:"airshipe!,"mystery planes®,"German secret weaponsf

and 5ghost rockets" or "foo fighters“ But now, in Juné;L1947,'

the eye catohing expression'"flying saucers" had T |

“besn tacked on the aerial mystery. The name drew attention

and kept the door open to a wide range of interpetations. ‘

: g 8. Reaction rangea

from intelligent skepticism to belief ' that approached panic. .
~Arnold-hung sround the East Oregonian office until June 27thy
:“'ﬂ watohing the teletype clatter away on dozens and dozens of

**flying didk sightings,but the information he patiently walted
for never appeared. He just wanted to know what the objects
A werey but.. no . satisfactory answer was ever proposed.

A Poztland newspaper reporter phoned Arnold in Pendleton and
asked if the saucers had not been reflections within ths
cockpit,or an illusion created by the glare off the snow on
slopes of Mount Rainier. The Bosie flyer, a }ittle upset, re-~
peated his story in detail;saying he waen'’t trying to\gain
notogiety, just an answer to something that looked absolutely
real,and that he could hardly believe -I4-had.Bappened himself. (2.

The newspaper, the Portland Oregonian, printed a-story on
the| telephone interview which included Arnold's remarks on qomuis

exasperating - resulte of the increasing exocitment:

® {Arnold)...said a preacher called him from Texas
and informed him that the strange objects Arnold
SN claimed to have seen batting through the ozone act-
A§f ' ually were harbingers of doomsday.
e Arnold said he didn't get the preacher's name
during their phone conversaticn, but the minister
said he was getting hies flock 'ready for the end




p. 245

of this world’'.
That was unnerving, aocording’to Arnold, but
it wasn't half as disconcerting as the episode

in a Pendleton ocafe.

Arnold said a woman rushed in, took one look
@t him and then dashed out shrieking, 'There's
the men who-saw the men from Mars,' She rushed
out of the eating place 'sobbing that she would
have to do something for the children,' Arnold
added with a sudder." /3,

»

Arnold later went to a Pendléton photography 'shup ané pur-.=
chased Q@lso movie camera . Hetold Bill Bequette of the

East Oregonian that if any of those baffling saucers dared
show themselves again he would aﬁ}east catch them on film.
With that Arnold finally left Pendleton for his home at Bosie.
After Arnold had leftythe East Oregonian editorlalized on the

nation wide uproar and said that whatever the objects were,
14, . -

they had better be American.

)
k
— , -
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It wasn't long before persons came forward to give Arnold's story

\ support from experiences of their own, that predated the June 24th
episode by a considerable lenght of time. The Orefon Daily Journal,

on June 27, 1947, printed the following:"Lloyd Kenyon, 26, of 6934

SE 45th Avenue,...a former shipfitter in the navy, reported he first
saw the disks while in the Russell islands(in the Pacific)in 1943, He
was aboard a ship at the time and said several others sau the objects
traveling at an unbelievable speed,...{Overseas I saw them only at
night...'he reported it to intelligence officers who contended the
objects were meteors or falling stars. 'but(Kenyon said) they certain-
ly looked as though they might be some kind of plane."‘5”

— oy -

~
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— ~ If the existence of unaxpiained objects flyihg in the atmos~
~ _J phere was difficult to acceptjand physical evidence seemingly

impossible to obtain}during 1947 and the vesrs following, the
problem was not a new one ainee'the Foo Fighters and Ghost

Rockets had pressnted simila%%p@ob&emsi Nevertheless, there A
appear peroceptive investigators that would persist in the

o

face of & number of obstasles: .the elusivsness of concrste .
data, non-cooperation from official autporities, the rig=-
ioule of friends, and the lure of an ei;y dollar by the
gacrifice of faot for entertaining fiction. The driving
‘force behind those honestly concerned with the unknown aserial
objeots problem was the fact thai good reports gsontinued to
come in from highly qualified witnesses, and aelso the fact,

— - 00t always appareTZMsggagy the incomplete gathering of infor=—

mation, that many -repets shared similar characteristics,

I

" 'Kennath and Mrs. Amold besids the Callai, three-
< ., Place-plane used on Kis< historic "saucér':‘xr flight

o
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One inmportant example of a similar characteristic was ths
\

following motorist's sighting.

The Associated Press reported on June 27th:

"Still @nother version this time of a night flight
was reported by Archie Edes of Wenatchee(Washington),
while driving on the Moses Lake highway last Friday
night with his father and family. Edes said he saw a
spesding object 'descending in a long slant «..3t

looksd like a long oval blus~vhite flame,.'! g

'As we watched, it neared the ground and when it

was about 200 feet high it explodsd. There was no
blinding flash, but there were great showers of

gparks and piles of flame secmed to hurtle to the

ground, * he said.” /¢,

This Moses Lake report seemed to mateh the sightings of
objects exploding and diaintéférating over Sweden, either
high in the air or low over bodies of water.

-The lask of physical evidence has always been a problem
to those who champion the cause the physical existenoe.of
the saucers, thus a stir was caused then alledged pieces
of a flying disc were eventually recovered some years after
1947 and subjected to exhaustive spectrographic analysig.
The-examination disclosed that the fragments were almost
pure magnesium. The background on how the fragmesnts were
obtained end & detailed, step-by=-step, discoription of the
laboratory tests,were given in & book published in 1962,
authored by Coral Lorenzen. While the book gives principle
attsntion to the examination of mysterious samples, the
disoription of the fragments discovery is also interesting.

What has become known as the Ubatuba episode tells of a

person who claimed he saw a2 small, grey-colored, platter

st e
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speeding out of sky on a downward course. The disc then
suddenly brust in a 5parkligg display a few dozen feet in
@ir over a river near Ubatubs, Brazil. Most the fragments
wore consunmed by fire before they fell very far , but a
few were rescued when they reached, anazggéarently cooled
by, the shallow waters of the river.'The interesting re-
semblance of the forementioned case to the ghost rocket

~peports and the little known Moses Lake sighting cannot be
ignored. ‘

Returning 40 - » a recounting of ths turbulent year of 1947,
-we £ind that the newspapers of the time offered a varioéy
of solutions to the flying saucer riddle: peresistent vision,
neteors, jet plane exhausts seen at night, and even aluminum
wafers from bottle oaps.'e”

One item found in the newspapers was an important clue. A
prospector had returned to civilization after wandering the
mountains in search of gold to tell the press & now familar
tale of seeing silver discs playing about in the sky. The
prospector added, however, the interesting éomment that
the compass needle on the instrument he always carried

twitched wildly during the object's presence in the sky over=-
nead. |

| D e e

From White Sands, New ilexico, came a carefully worded, dvut
not very ccnvincing, explanation of the situlation, apparsntly
an attempt to‘calm down the public with some magic words about

"aatronowical phenomena" that, back in the year 1046, had
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helped cool off the heated ghost rocket controversy:

- S

"El Paso,Texas, June 28 --(UP) Lt. Col. Harold R, Turner, com-
mandsr of White Sands proving grounds, said today the puzzling objects
'!'sighted in the sky in New Mexico were evidently meteorites.

'They appear much larger and apparently are coming closer to earth
than usual!'!, he said.

Investigations of tuwo reports of falling bodies, one in Tularosa
and another near Engle, N.M., were made by Colonel Turner today,
Colonel Turner said such a meteorite could give the appearance
.of a shiny flying disk because of reflection:of the sun's rays.
He said the meteorite could easily cause the illusion of being
gquite near and traveling slowly, while actually it i1s probably many
miles away and traveling at a high rate of speed,"

Yet on the same day Colonel Turner's statement appeared in print the
'follouing happened:",...an Air Force pilot in a F-51 was flying near
Lake Meade, Nevada, when he saw a fotmation of five or six circular
objects off his right wing. This was about three-fifteen in the after-
noon{June 28th)."

Within six hours,more military men were witnesses to strange flying

‘objects, lights, or whatever: "...at nine-twenty(June 28th), four Air
~ )
Force officers,: two pi lots, and two intelligence officers from Maxwell

AFB in Montgomery, Alabama, saw a bright light traveling across the sky.
It vas first seen just above the horizon, and as it traveled toward
khs observers it 'zigagged,' with bursts of high speed, When it was
directly overhead it made a sharp 90-~degree turn and was lost from
view as it traveled south," 4C

1

On the 30th, a newspaper in Wyoming ran an item written by

& local man whicﬁjdiecussed his sighting of strange globes
21,

in 2ir over Germany during the war,

[3
e - —y

UFO sightings became feuwer and feuerﬁby'auly 2nd amd spme thought
the flying saucer fad had burned itself out, but the Udﬂged Press

noted that on July 3rd flying cbject reports were suddenly on the

23, o - .

To oompound the Pentagon's headaches, yet another plane, a C-5i,

increase once again,

\e— vanished withou$ a trace off Florida.

r'f‘)’
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July 3rd, at Charlottestoun, Prince Edward Island
was attracted to a bright light in the sky.
of the glare and sau something that closely

s @ farmer's gazs
He looked in the direction
rasembled a ghost rocket:

"The light appared to come fro

m the rear of
??ose ghape resgmbled that of a rocket, or wingtiaess plane. Th
uh?gg ff?;gdtzgiz :i:z? gbjeft was blinding white, Behind.thi:

. ed a long plume of 3moke, in whi '

:e §een occasional ‘puffs, which looked likn sméke ringgh gz:ld k
rail appeared to be tuwo miles long. The object ! Jene
to be at an altitude of 10,000 feet, and was travgfgngszémgﬁed

easterly direction at t . .
secondsY" o3 at Tremendous speed. It was in view for 15

a black projectile

thle the New York Herald-Tribune chose to denounce the'
T . ] . : N )
"saucer craze® as due to people suffering from delusions, out ‘

of Fayetteville, Ark., came the remarkablse report that cows ‘

and horses wereﬁvictims of the delusions:: ; , ‘

£
-

¥ 'The animals sure get up and go when they see
these things,! Henry Seay, who lives two miggs north
of here, reported.

Seay, who said he had seen six of the disks
Friday night and again just before dark Saturday
night, described them as *yellow, about the size :
of pancakes, and whirling around.! He was driving -
cows and horses toward his farm at the time, he !
sald, and the stook became frightened.® gy,

>

The fFourth of July, 1947, was prcbably the biggest day for UFOs

%hat year:

The center of activity was the Portland, Oregon, area, At 11:00
A.M. a carload of people driving near Redmond saw four disk=~-
shaped objects streaking past Mount Jefferson, At 1:05 P.M. a ‘
policeman was in the parking lot behind the Portland City Police
Headquarters when he noticed some pigeons suddenly began to flutter
around as if they were scared. He looked up and saw five large
disk-shaped objects, two going south and three east., They uere
traveling at a high rate of speed and seemed to be oscillating
about their lateral axis,., Minutes later two other policemen, both
ex-pilots, reported three of the same things flying in trail,
Before long the harbor patrol called into headquarters. A creu
of four patrolmen had seen three to six of the disks, 'shaped like
chrome hub caps,! traveling very fast, They oscillated as they
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flev. Then the citizens of Portland began to see them, A

man saw one going 2ast and twe going north. At four-thirty

2 woman called In and said she had just seen one that looked

like 'a new dims flipping around.! ﬁnother man reported two,

ton, Cohes11£15 deputies saw imenty to thirey.nes e

’

At Hauser Lake, Idaho, 200 persons attending a ball game watch-
8d a disc c¢ireling in sky for 30 mintues baforz it shot straizht
up out of eight. Anl, &ccording .to United Press, Mexlocans and
phoned their national defense ministry to report discs in the
sky over their country, but & ministry spokesman put an abrupt
end to that by simply answering inquiries to ths effect that he
just didn't believe in the things?gﬂ

A science writer for the ons of the newsservioes tended to
agree with the Mexican defense ministry officisgl and wrote a
long article which tried to blame the discs on light reflect-
ione, but a New York psyochiatrist countered with an essay which
stated the number of "mental mistakes" wsre too massive to be
physiological. Beéslides that, one newspapers man in Tennessee
swor® that he had seen some unexplained flying discs back in
1945, long vefore the recent flap. He told the press that the
objeots he saw in 1945 looked:"...s bright aluminum color and
ware golng at terrifio speed." The journalist stated that he
had not called attention to what he had seen because he thought
the obja2ots were connaéted with the highly secret activity at
nearby Oak Ridgs. »

Also, om July 4th, a forest ranger at ths a lookout tower

north of Fort Ross, Californiz, observsraed something odd about
10 miles -off the-coast.-It-looked to him to be a burning ship

which seamed to sink after 20 mintues. The coast guard searched
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the whole ares thoughly with no results. 8 check shoved that
no ships were supposs to hava been in the area .at the time of
the sighting, nor was any vessel reported missing. The ranéer,

Farl Halle, nevertheless, stuck to his story of sesing a2 ship
Z8. ’

afire on the horizon.
It must be noted here that ranger Halle's sighting is not
unique. UFO8 emitting intense crimson light have been mistaken
for burning ships before, when the objects were apparsntly rest-
ing on the surface of the ocean or just above it. There are also
cases of glowing and smoking "airoraft" plunging into ths sea
which were possibly UFOs.
Another July Wth report, datelined San Diego, also mentions
the ocean:

"Two navy chief petty officiers today reported they saw
three 'flying disks' approach the coast in formation here
yesterday (the 4th), oircle and disappesar at sea.

Robert L. Jackson and William Baker, the navy men, said
the disks, larger than an average size airplane, looked like
saucers and gleamed in the sun,"23

From Twin Falls, Idaho, came the following story complied by
United Press:

*Three groups of 'flying diska' were seen by sixty pic-
niockers at Twin Falls City park within twenty minutes late
Friday (July 4th), A.E.Mitchell of Goose Creek, Texas, re-
rorted Saturday.

Mitchell, visiting in Twin Falls, said that a formation
of saven mysterious objects was sesn about 2:50 p.m. by
seven persons, :

He sald that ten ninutes later thirty picnickers saw
another group of nine or ten discs whriling through the
air. At 3:10 p.m. Mitchell sald that a third 'flight! of
eighteen 'flying saucers'! were seen by sixty persons who
had been scaning the sky after the first two flights.

itchell said that the group of seven was in V-for-
mation but the other twoc groups were cireling and diving
in loose formation." 3o
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The United Press notified the nation that the U.S. Army had started
a probe intec the: flying object mystery on Thursday, July 3rd, and that
the naval observatory at Washington D.C. had, on July 5th, concluded:
",..unofficially Saturday that the mysterious 'flying saucers! uere
not at least, astronomical phenomena."~y' Thus it seemed tha neuwest
outbreak of UF0 activity would not recieve a brush off like that

— 4 e a————————————

given the ghost rockets,

Dr. H.H.Nininger, director of the American Meteorite mussum at
Winslow, Arizona, made a very logical observation which all but re-
moved officialdom's favorite explanation the same day(Jduly Sth),
and also calls attention to the fact that the 1947 UF0 flap was a i
daytime phenomenon:"He pointed out...that if as many meteors as have f
been reported uwere seen in the daytime, the sky would be filled with '

them at night, when they are more uisible";zz"

Probably the most dramatic conversion from sceptic to believer uas
the experience of Captain E.J. Smith, a story that made nearly svery
major neuspaper,

As early as June 26th Captain Smith, a pilot for United Air Lines,
had been approached by reporters and asked his opinion on the flying
saucers being seen aver the northuest, an-arba uvhere:he:regilarly fleu
airliners, He told reporters:"I've never seen anything like that(Arnold's
flying saucers)and the boy“s(other pilots)say they haven't either...
uhaf tha% other fellow probably saw was the reflection of his oun in-
strument panel." EXW

On the esveing of Jﬁly 4th, Captain Smith was walking up the ramp to
board his airliner for a flight from Boise to Seattle when somsone
mentioned the massive wave of saucer sightings that had taken place &
all day. Captain Smith joked:"I'll believe in those discs uwhen I see A
them," a4, ]

The airliner lifted off and turned toward Seattle., As Captain Smith
remembers it, the control tower at Boise bid him farewell by:"joshingly
warning us to be on the lookout for'flying saucers:!

Captain Smith told a representative of United Press what happened
then?

. "Wy co-pilot, Ralph Stevens, also of Seattle,.was in coqtﬁpl.shortly’
after we got into the air. Suddenly he.awifcicd, 0N the landing lights.
He said he thought he saw an aircraft approaching us hegad-on,
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I noticed the object —-or objects =then for the first time.

We saw Four or'five 'somethings.' One was larger than the rest and,

for the most part, kept off to the right of the other three or four
similar, but smaller objects.

Since uve were flying northuwest -roughly into the sunset -ue saw
whatever they were in at least partial light., We sau them clearly,
We followed them in a northuwesterly direction for about 45 miles., -

Then I called the attendant at the Ontario, Ore., radio touer,
giving an approximate location and course for the objects., The at-
tendant acknowledged our call, went outside to look, but was un-
able to see anything like we described.

Finally the objects disappeared in a burst of speed. We usre
unable to tell whether they outsped us or distegrated,

We uwere never able to catch them in our 0C-3. Our air speed at
the time was 185 mph,

Miss(Marty) Morrow, our stewardess, verified what we had sesn.

Because we were following the objects at roughly the same alti-
tude, we can't say anything about their shape except that they uere
thin and uwere smooth on the bottom and rough appearing on the tap.

But, vhatever they uere, they were not another aircraft, nor
were .they smoke or clouds,

Our plane had eight-passengers aboard, but because the abjects
were mostly dead ahead of us and off the bou, they were unable to
see them.";86. .

The saucer flap of 1947 had many firsts,.one of which uas the
sighting of a large disc-sﬁaped craft with a "mast", a disceiption
that resembled the images in the later famous Trent photographs,
Because of the unusually good qualifications of the witness, Tiffany
Thayer included the following sighting report in its entirety in the

pages of Doubt., Crediting the Science Editor of Pathfinder magazine,
John Conly, for the information, Thayer passed on to Doubt!s readers

this account:
.{'_4

"La Bous is a commercial artist, a person trained to use his
eyes. He had spend eight of the previous nine ysars watching air-
planes and then drawing them as visual education artisf of the
Civil Aeronautics Administration., He was on a bus(11:45 a,m.,July
5, 1947) and saw a four-motored bomber in the sky. He has 20-20
plus-plus vision and can recognize any convention aircraft as far .
away as he can discern it. Habit and training caused him to ident-
ify the plane's model and estimate its distance. As he shifted his
vision, glint as from 'a mirror in the sun! hit him in the eye. He
focused on the object, expecting to see another plane, Instead he
saw a shiny, disk-shaped object ='way off aover Bethesda{Md.).

He observed it for two minutes, estimated its distance as be-
tween 10,000 and 15,000 feet, its size, about the same as that of
the bomber. It was moving, but not at a speed which uwould be sur-
prising in a military aircraft, It heeled over, seemed teo have a
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projection, like a short mast, rising from its top axis., La Bous
said the disc was travelling 'the wrong way'!, It was not slicing
through the air like a scaled plate, but mushing through it,like
a kite drauwun at a run, He said it seemed to him to be whirling.,
He was sure of this but he didn't know uhy.," &

From Dayton, Ohio, at this time, came the follouwing news item:

. "German .scientists shook.their heads in wonderment today over
feports of mysterious !flying saucers! skittering thru the skies
over a dozen states,

A spokesman said the scientists, many of them experts from the
Nazis'! most carefully guarded experimental laboratories,!say they
never heard of anything from the past, present or future ansuering
the description, -

Guided missile experts here alsc professed ignorance," 37

Yet in spite of the above disavouwals, the public imagination was dry
tinder awaiting only a sizeable spark to set it aflame, One such spark
came on the afternoon of July 4th in the form of a letter,

Th hsa Ongeolear Examinin
- , v~ -
’ /l réocieved a orudely written m:ﬁ(July Uth that al ledged
the flying saucers were newly invented Russian atom powered
planes, aireraft that .left radio-aztive clouds in their |
wake. The writer of the letter olaimed that the information R
came from Russian oreswmen of a Soviet tanker that had visited
Los Angeles harbor a few days before.
The Examiner showed the letter to a wsll known nuclear -
physicist who s2id the idea was:®...not entirely nonsense. "3. "
The reaction of the physiocist prompted the Examiner to pub-
lish the story and to contact the FBI,
The Russian Vics Consul in Los Angsles, Eugene Tunantzev,

replied to the charge immediatly:

% SRussia respects the soverelgnty of all gove n-
ments and by no strecth of tha imagination would it )

use another country for a proving ground....Russia
has plenty of territory of 1ts own for any scientific
experimentation.? * 2%,
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United Press had the following to add to Tunantzev's

statement? i

"High-ranking U.S. Aramy officiers agreed with
Tunantzeve. They discounted theories that the flying
discs might be secret weapons....They sald 1t was
signifioant that none of theidiscs had yet registered
on army radar." e, |

But Tunantzev's assurances failed to smooth things over. The big vave

of UFD sightings had hit the West Coast the same day(the 4th) and the
first indications of panic took place., The most vulnerable point uas

Hawaii with memories of Pearl Harbor still very much alive in the minds
of those living there. The neuws from Hawaii was ignored for very little

of the excitement that began to sueep through the islands appeared in
newspapers on the mainland, The Denver(Colorado) Post houever, took

the initiative during the July 4th holiday and placed phone calls to
different areas of the nation to learn what was going on, In Hawaii,

the Post found out that:",..there were wild rumors that the United

States was at war with Russia, and that the Soviet was sending the
devices over the country by way of the north pole." 41.

The rumors may well have been triggered by military officier, for
Kenneth Arnold's %“flying saucers" had been spotted coming from the
direction of the artic and the reported motion of the odd disc-~like
craft resembled that which one might expect from a long range, Sanger
type, rocket. In Washington this must have caused a stir for within a
short timeé the .press was notified that certain steps had bsen taken.
The Associated Preas told the nation that on July 6th:"The Army Air
Force alerted jet and conventional fighter planes on the Pacific
Coast...in the hopes of chasing and explaining the mystery of the
'fiying saucers' which in 12 days has challenged the entire country,"
It was emphasized that the primary mission of the alert was the -~
identifcation of the phenomenon, but the warplanes uere also armed

with live a mmunition according to official sources,

General Carl Spaatz, Army Air Force Commandant, rushed to the Pacific l

Northwest, while a Pentagon spokesman insisted that:"...he(Spaatz)
had not gone there to investigate(the saucers), but merely to make

2
a speech at Seattle and for an airfield inspection at Tacoma."’qﬁ'
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On the 6th of July, a widely publized incident occurred at Acampo,
Calif, The United Press reported:"Residents of Acampo...thought for
sure they were being attacked by flying saucers before dawn Sunday
when they heard a roar, saw a glouw in the sky -and then all the lights
wvent out...{witnesses said)the noise was 'like a four-motored bomber
with its props feathsred for a take off,.,!'! Looking toward the sky,
(vitnesses)saw the glow, as all pouer in the community went off,"

It would prove to be of some value to pause and reflect on some
other material that came to the attention of lirrany Thayer. Thayer
urote in 4% Doubt:

"In Houstan, Texas, Norman Hargrave was having trouble

with a reporter from the (Houston) Chronicle, or vice versa,

On July 6, as was first stated, Hargrave found an 'aluminim!

disk, tuenty inches thick, bearing these words:*NON=-EXPLOSIVE

eesMilitary secret of the United States of America, Army Air

Forces M4339658, Anyone damaging or revealing description or

vhereabouts of this missile subject to preecution by the U.S.

Government., Call collect at once, LD 446, Army Air Forces

Depot, Spokane, Washington,!

Having revsaled so much, accordlng to the Chronicle, the -~
man changed his story next day, saying it had been a joke." ="

The above report must have been forgotten after the confusion of
the July, 1947, flap. In March of 1950 when the U.,S5. was again-':
axperiencing a big UFO0 wave, the journalist and radio cammentator
Henry J. Tayor came out with his "The'Flying Saucer' Is Good Neus"
story which turned into something of a fiasco even though it did

- v

have a calming effect on public excitement. Mr. Tayor maintained

that the flying saucers were American secret weapons and proof of
this was a saucer that had alledgedly bsen found in Galveston, Texas,
According to Thayor the' disc had the following stenciled on it:

"MILITARY SECRET OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AIR FORCES
(and. a number)

ANYONE DAMAGING OR REVEALING DESCRIPTION OR WHEREABOUTS OF
THIS MISSILE IS SUBJECT TO PROSECUTION BY THE UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT .CALL COLLECT AT ONCE(then a telephone number, and
the address of a U,5. Air Base)

NON=-EXPLOSIVE™ j¢

- -

Thayor's claim gained . quick national attention helped considerably
by a three page spread in the Reader's Digest. After a week or tuo,

Thayor's "Good News! tale was discredited, but the yarn didn't seem

i

3
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to hurt Mr, Thayor as later on he uas named U.S5. Ambassadar to Suiter-
;and. Une might alledge that the ll,S., secret weapon story was a plant
b§ a"'silence group" within the gouvernment to head off public panic,
And ons might suggest that "the Hargrave hoax on July 6, 1947, may have
also have been a plant that was retracted so it could be used later,

On July 4th the Denver Post placed a Call. TO Daivd E, Lilienthal,
head of the U.S, Atomic Energy Commission, to ask if the flying discs
had anything to do with government atomic projects, which he firmly

denied, adding that he:",..was anxious to knou if any of them had
-

'fallen to the ground,"
Just as the disk mystery threaten to create panic, a conference uas
called at Los Alamos, New Mexico. The Dénver Post learned of the
gathering because of its special relatiaonship with a Dr, Roberts. On
July 6th the Post printed:

"One puzzling aspect of the nationally watched enigma of the
heavens was a meeting in New Mexico of Los Alamos officials

and Dr., Walter Orr Roberts, superintendent of the high altitude
observatory of Harvard and Colorado universities at Climax, Colo,
A telephone call to Los Alamos and White Sands, N.M, failed to
locate Roberts or the officials with him, Roberts is a regular
contributor to the Denver Post." ﬂ?

By a coincidence on the following day, July 7th,when the Hargrave
sacret ueapon story was withdraun, a flurry of conforting comments
appeared in the press.,

General Irving 0. Schasefer, commanding officier of Coloado's mili-
tary forces, for example, admitted that fighter planes of the National

Guard wvere on standby, ready to take off and intercept the flying
discs at a*moment's notice, buﬂhe:"...cautioned agaainst any '"mass
Hyséeria':" 5

Dr. Newton Smith, of the National Bureau of Standards, was quoted
by the Associated Press saying:"It's like those Loch Ness monster
stories ~-once the report gets around that someone said they sau
samathing a lot of people think they see it toa."

July 9th three scientists scolded the American public by saying they
should:"calm doun", Ons sientist, a doctor of mental and nervous di-
seases, blamed theé flying disc visions on illusions, while another
expect, a human behavior specialist, said persons were, seeing spots
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in front of their.eyes. A third scientist, a famous astronomer and
£~ one of the men who helped create the atom bomb, blamed the saucers

] -

. on "group hysteria”,”
However, when things did quiet down, it was due more to the fact
that UF0 activity seems to peak in the mid summer and taper off with

the approach of the Fall, a fact repeatedly confirmed by statistics
in the ysars since 1947, Yet there may have been an official effort
to blackout information on the discs as early as July 7th, Perhaps
the meeting in Los Alamos had something to do uwith implementing such
a scheme of censorship. If certain scientists kneu more about the UF8
mystery, having investigated the ghost rockets in 1946, than the
generals in the Pengaon, then it would seem the June-July UFO flap
of 1947 was a period of difficult policy adjustment between the U.S,
military and the government civilian scientists, ‘
By July 8th the official communique out of Washington sounded like ‘'
those later issued durings the 1950s, 60s, and 70s: '

"The army air and ground forces announced that they uere
investigation the reported clouds=hopping discs with an open
ﬁl\ . mind, But privately, high-ranking army officiers said they
=/ believed the saucers were a hoax and that some persons uere
victims of hysteria.," _=.

Eduard Ruppelt himself admitted that thers can be a big difference
between official communiques and what was actually happening be-
hind the scenes:

"By the end of July 1947 the UFO security lid was douwn
tight. The feu members of the press who did inquire about
what the Air Force was doing got the same treatment that you
would get today if you inquired about the number of thermo-
nuclear weapons stock-piled in the U.S.%'s atomic arsenal,
No one, outside of a few high-ranking officiers in the Pentagon,
knew what the people in the barbed-wired enclosed Quonset
huts that the Air Technical Intelligence Center were thinking
or doing." <

ALL A
The saucersAyisitsd California's graat oentral walley of 1896anuh¢

fames An offiocial of California's Department of Agrioculturs, &

o

) - Dr. Carr, and his wife,wers in Sacramento on July 7th when two

of the flying disks appearad high in the sky coming out of the



=

./

p-2c4

wast. Dr., larr grappad a pair of 12 powsr field glasses and
watched as the disks gpad to a point over the center of the

city. When the objects were directly over tie downtown,

one of them flipped up on edge and mads a turn north, while the
other ocoantinued on a straight course and quickly disappearsd :
to the east.SS. ’

The experience of Dr. Carr sppeared in the major Northern

——

Californian newspapers and has been reprinted in a few period-
icals and books since that time, but in the smaller communities i

there were UFO sighings of equal interest that never made the
MW PULg
large circulation dodédsims. As a consequencs many reports have

nevar been widely publicized. For example, near the small city
of Lodi, a short distance south of Sacramento, something was
geen at a very low altitude not many hours azfter a neighboring
tomm of Acampo suffered its unexplained electric power blaock-
outs A farmer was out in his vineyard northwest of Lodl on

Telaegraph Road when he saw a flying disks

#(Mr.) Lloyd said the saucer was gray in color and
about the size of an automobile stsering wheel. He

estimated that it was flying avbout 20 feet above the :
ground. (Mr. Lloyd)...was plowing when he first noticed l
the object 300 fest away. It was traveling in a south=' j
erly direction and narrowly missed the punp house at
his home, he explained as far as he was able to deter-
mine, no one else sav it,

Lloyd said the noise made by the motor of his

traotor drownsd out any noise made by the 'flying

saucer.® It sas traveling in a straight lins and
maintained the same altitude." gg

P

One item with a July 7th date, worth mentioning was a comment by a

person living in the Bay Area, His ideas had some resemblance to the
theories of Erich Van Daniken's that enjoyed some popularity in the

{
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early 1970s which helps to prove that very little concerning the UFO
business is really neu:

"0le J, Sneide of San fFrancisco, said he was surprise that

the witnesses didn't know they were seeing 'oblate sp heriod
space ships from the older planets!, In a letter to the San
Francisco Chronicle Sneide warned the people of the earth to
'set up no belligersnce' or they would be wiped out in 24 hours.
He said the 'masters of the "Space ship" passengers from out of
this world' planted the original humanities here!?,

'They have absent from our planet since before the fall of the
Roman empire, when the Great Master left earth for the outer
galaxy by fohatic teleportation,' he explained.,

*He is nou back and uhat is going to be depends upon mankind!. %

As far out as Mr. Sneide seemed to be, United Press was sending
out his rature foolish mutterings on the neus services! neusuwire

with the follouwing statements tacked directly on the end:
"Aircraft engineers at the University of California conceded
that if the 'flying saucers' were travelimg at 1200 miles per

hour, as reported by some witnesses, any passengers must be
tout of this world',": >}

ALP_QjatLpJQ%*\V*”m.uvibxg‘%£&¢Whﬁaévuﬁﬁm
Thayer enjoyed the.following twg{ At Palmdale, California,

To 7.

& housewife phoned the shef??;4athét a "mother disc" was
overhead with it's"childern"milling about. The sheriff just
said thanks and hung up. The Fortean editor suggested that’
the sheriff may have taken the report too lightly, afterall
the :Fortean menbership had discovered and sent to Fortean ‘
headquarters a similar item from Taooma, Washington, about a
" flagship” and smaller discs which was reported by lawmen!

These Palmdale and Tacoma reports deserve a closer look. A
check of local newspapers in those oitks reveals the follow-
ing accounts.

Early in the morning, Monday, July 7, 1947, a bright moon

1
i



hung in the .dark sky over Tacoma, Washington:

"At 2:30 a.m., a vewildered voice boomed over the
police radio.

'We'rs chasing a flying szucer out torard the Narrows
bridge, ! Prowl Car officier Stan Johnson and Skip Davies
reported to startled Radio Operator D.F.Erickson.

'"That are you doing out at Western State Hospital?!

Erickson demaned facetiously.

He soberzd as Johnson and Davies gave a play-by-play
account of - the disc's antics as they sved south on
Prootor and them down 6th Avs.

Davies and Johnson wers sitting in a car at North 334
and Adams, wvhers they had been dispatched to find a burglar.
Suddenly Johnson said hesitantly.

Do you see anything, Skip??! *Yeah, Do you?! Davies

answerszd cautiously.

'Jn huh. Over to the left of that big trss,' Johnson

replied.

'I thought I was screwy,! Davies remarked with aprvarent
relief. 'I’'ve been watching it for five mintues.?

S0 have I,!' his partner admitted.

As the officiers gave chase, they radioed a description
of the aerial platters. Johnson said that although it was
impossible to judge size, altitudes, spe=d or distance
accurately, 'they moved at tremendous speeds and appeared
t0 be the size of softballs.!falso)...the.offic2rfs said
the first disc they spotted appeared to be flying over

— Y

THE MYSTERY OF THE FLYING DISKS 39

These disks, observed August 4, 1947, glowed with a plafinum-white
radiance with an opaque center. When changing formation after
. passing tree, they seemed 1o be joined by silvery streaks of light.
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Meadow Park golf course. Later, they revorted
seeing another diso...in te direction of Hood
Canal and a third, which vanished aftsr about
60 seconds, over Ruston...The objects turned
from a brilliant red to purple to0 blue-white
and back to red , progressing through tae
color oycle as they moved about on a erratic
course, they sald at one point, the disc which
had been flying over Hood Canal shot straight
up an estimated 5,000 feet above its normal
flight level 'quicker than you could snap your
fingers, ! Davies said.

tIf they come c¢lo®e enough , I'm going to take
a shot at them,'said Johnson as he fingered the
prowl’ car shotgun.

$Don't do 1t,' Davies cautlioned.

'It might blow up Tacoma.!

Davies sald the objsots appeared to spin
*like Brick Bradford's "time top"...The patrol-
men agre=d ths phenomena could have been neither
& plane nor a star because of the swift, erratic
movement. They said the discs gave off no sound,
as far as they could tell. §9,

. Anotlder 'newspaper reporter learrndd-thess additional details

from the two polioemen:

"One central saucer, they said, appeared to
act as sort of a 'flagship.' It appeared
larger or closer than ths others, with the
smaller saucers repeatly making sorties to
the proximity of the larger disc and then
gliding away southward.

'The largest disc seemed a shade of red part
of the time, particularly when 1t zoomed, but
most of the time 1t was sort of a luminous
silver,! Davies declared...Davies s8aid the
larger disc remained for a time after ths
smaller or more destinect nbjects vanished
westward in a group..6O.

Unfortunatéiy the Palmdale cass was much less detalled:

TJust as ths Press suspected, soonsr or later some
Antelope Valley(California) resident would see one of
these 'flying saucers! which have been salling ovser
the whole countryside with the greatest of ease. One
Palmdale woman reports sseing a ‘'lMother Saucer'! with
a bunch of little saucers playing around in the sky.
Occaeionly the smaller saucers would return to the
mother saucer for nourishment or gasoline or whatever
the saucers use to romp around in the atmoswhere.” g,
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on July 4th m&s)\massive wave of sightingi, Rewspapers g

s

that previously thought the discs ware just a fad started by a
fellow named Arnold, took a hard new look at the situlation.
The Chicago Times splashed a saucer drawing over the entire
front page, 1896 airship style. Elsewhere editors sent report=-
ers socattering in all direction to turn up any inkling of an

answor. Reporters deseendsd on colleges of psychology, army

'posts, private laboratories.Awheather bureaus.

At this point Walter Winchell got his hands on some inside
dope, namsly DeWitt Miller's book:Forgotton Mvsteries, but

we know he could have done better tran that.

Sure enough it took an Associated Press reéportsr checking
Chicago's Newberry Library. There the rervorter claimed to have
discovered a rare "unknown" book(Thayer really thought that

was hilarious), the scarlet colorsd volumne titled the:Book of

the Damned. After this "discovery®” it wasn't long before n;ws

agencies tracked Thayer and the Forteans to their lalp,to ask:
"Jho was this guy Fort?® and Pocan we- quote such and such?®
This was a.highpoint in the history of the Fortean Sooiety
and unfortunatehj Fort himself was not alive to take a well-
ezrnad bow.

Orville Wright, co-inventor of the airplane,was still alive
and kicking though,and out of Dayton, Ohio, the home of the

retired pionser, cams a statement atributed to the famed
wbhacda

- aviator on July 8th, sawtpinned the disc scare on the Pentagon

trying to 1gnite world war III. Thayer awarded the highest
Fortean honor on the old flyeéerta Society Fellowship.
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Aodordtné to Air Forge files, which Edward Ruppelt gquoted, -

t
v

aome military tschnicisns near Edsards ir Force Baass, Califor-!
nia, testified:

*0n the & of July 1947 at 1It50 we were aitting in an
observation truck located in Area _#3, Rogers Dry Lake,
We wers gazing upward toward a.formation of two P-82's
and an A-26 aifvraft flying at 20,000 fest. They were
preparing to carry out a-gsat-ejection experiment. We
observed a.round object, white aluminum. color, which
at first resembled a parachuts canopy. Our first. impres-
slon was that a prematurs ejection of the seat and
dummy had oocurred but this was not the cass, The
objeot was.lower than 20,000.feet, and was falling at -
three times the rats observed for the tsst parachute, |
whioh sjected thirty seconds after we first .zeaw the
object. As thecobjesct fill it drifted slightly north ‘
of due west against the prevailing wind. The speed, f
horizontal motion, could not be detsrmined, but it
appearsd to be slower than the meximum veloc¢ity of a
F=80 alroraft.

As this objeot deacendsad tova.low:ehough level to
permit obssrvation of its lateral silhouetts, it pre-
sented a distinot oval-shaped outline, with two pro-
jections on ths upper surface which might have been
thiok fins or nobs. Thess orossed each othsr at
intervals, suggesting either rotation or oscillation
of slow type.

No smoke, flames, propeller arcs, engine noise, ox
visible means of propulsion were mwtad. The color was
silver, resembling an aluminun ~palnted fabris, and
did not appear as dense as a parachute canopye” o,

Welles Thinks
Flying Saucers

i Flying Suucers; Divorce.
; Pittsburg, July 8--Connie Dua-
bar told Judge Harry H. Rowand

PR S

VWill Fizzle Qut

. {By United Yress)

" Mollywood. July 8. —Ovwon Welles,
who once “scared tne shirts” off
American. with an inv.isten from
Murs hioadeast, suid today he didn't
have s thing to dv with the flymg
saucers,
' “Once was enough,” he said.

The actor-preducer-director-writ-
"er, currently making “MacBeth,”
poiat:d out that during his 138 ra-

DI TR—

dio hoax dozens of Awericans re-
po. ted seemng space ships lenduir,
*pPeople are imaginative snd pul-
iibie,” he said. “FIt Lit 10 10 one.
this will fizzle nut,”” . ;

et it e e —t ——rm

in divorce court yesterduy there

|was no mystery about the flymgl

Isaucers in his heme—they were
| wife-propelled. The judge granted
i Dunbar, 33, a divorce.

Avove: A joke that was

insvitable.

. Laft: Orson proveg less

prophetic than hils name~

sake H.G.
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Membership avadable to all
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Eric Frank Russell
44 Orrell Roa.d, Orrell
’ Liverpool
DOUBT is on sale in prinapal cities

of the world at 23¢ per copy. Ask your
bovkseller to get it

DOUBT 1s in prinapal Public Libraries,
and many umiversities have complete Bles.

Ask us for Iist of back numbers suil
available.

THE UNITED STATES
OF DREAMLAND

“Hysterical” is the term invented for
the doctot's use to shut your mouth when
vour wife is sick and he doesn’t know
what’s wrong with her For most rough
'nd ready purposes it deaotes the mldest
form of msamty “Hysterical” persons
are pot really crazy, they just act as of
they were. By extension, typical of this
era of loose generalizatton, and to hell
with details, the term has come to be

applied to shut all our mouths whenever
anything
doesn’t understand. The editors of the

15 going on which Science

freeprez have borrowed the gag from

tne doctors, and thus — by extension
again — they place themselves on a
fevel with the medicine-men, above the
masses to which they minister, immune
to the efferts of their own jargon, amulets
and incantations.

One detaxl commonly overlooked by

doctors and editors who hft themselves
to the asi-al plane by their own boot-

‘raps i5 the permciousness of self-satis-

faction. Nn rose that blows can be so
caplivating, so enchanting n s fragrance,
as are — to an indmidual — the odors
ke creates himself
Jittle in the case of a doctor » Jove with
tic own diagnosis. If your wife's “hys~
teria” kills her, that’s no great loss to
the world, whereas the fate of nations,
avi'izations,
courses, may depend on the editors’
whims,
their ozone and it afiects them much like
opwum. <o that by constantly inhahng
their own gasses they live in a perpetual
dram-would  of

This matters very

of the planets in their

The stench they ramse daily is

thesr own cieation,
I miting ourselies to the local scene,
t ey have set up the United States of
N eamlard, whence this essay denves its
atle

If the numerous cdutors created private’

worlds, like the thousands which revolve
in Bedlams everywhere, they would be
shut up with the other maniacs who
think they are God, and although we
might deplore their sad state, we should
be protected from therr violences. Un-
fortunately for us, the great editonal de-
lusion does not create private worlds Its
false appetites are not satisfied until
vast numbers of the sane are behaving
AS IF the synthetic cosmos of the
editors’ diurnal vaporings were bong fide.
Like “hysterical” ‘women, the editors
generally retain some. faint awareness of
reality, and like mamacs, they are
cunning, Their faint awareness of
reality is their yardstick by which
they measure their power over the sane.
Their cunmng has inspired them to umte
their efforts to extend that power by en-
forcing the delusion of a single dream-
world universally instead of a different
one in each arculation area, and the
means they have devised to this end are
called the Associated Press, the Umted
Press and the International News
Service, :

These press associations and their

member publishers own or control the i
means of broadcasting “news” by radio -

kood, that awareness practically never
gets mnto print, so that, say, 90% of the
people in New York dont know and
can’'t find out what 90% of the people
in Chicago are thinking. Polls of “public
opinion” are engineered to substantiate
any nefarious, noxious nonsense the edi-
tois wish to foist upon us. The only
publication of any potency which con-
sistently exposes their frauds 1s IN FACT,
a weekly, and IN FACT confines itself
almost exclusively to pohtical issues.
further, IN FACT has an ax of its own
to grind, and so circulates prnncpally
among a group which would like to con-
trol the United States of Dreamland
Lut never, never, never would permit the
views of the masses to crculate freely.
Nor does the hmted potency of IN
FACT stem the flood of falsehood in
the slightest. On the contrary, each httle
exposure calls forth a smothering blanket
of taller tales, so thiat the great stock of
imposed hallucinations is weekly being
squared to the seventh power.

Thus was the world led into “war”.
Thus were the masses taught to fear
“atoms”. Thus most recently —
a grand series of Fortean ptenomen
laughed out of the editors’ Dreamland

as well, so that any appearance of com- {{Reference 1s to the data which the news-
petition between the two media 15 the jivapers grouped hystencaily under their

sheerest illusion. You never have heard

a scrap of news over the air until after < June 24 at 3:00 p.m ., between Mt. Ramer :
it was for sale, printed, on the street, ©
with the exception of spow and ' feet up, estimated to be moving at*1200 _

a few rare accidents which ha«i™wacurred
under the eves GTIERFTERY: ., .-
on the air. In.this latter class, the *

ing of the Hindenberg and the -¢uti of
a plane into the Empire Stalb«ﬁslding
are notable examples.

Yes, the means of general communica-
tion in the world today is 2 monopoly
held by a small group of madmen who
call everybody else “hysterical” and do

flying “saucer” or “disk” scare-heads
Bl t. Adams in Washington, 10,002

Y mph., nine objects, bright, “as if mckel

plated”, no size stated: moved as if¢

a tened together, *'f one dipped, the!
4 Reported by Kenneth
f rnold, of Boise, Idaho, when he landed !

thers did too”.

yat Pendieton, Oregon. An unidentified

an from Ukiah, Oregon, claimed to
ihave seen similar objects the same date.
« {AP papers only)

The Chicago Tribune adds — the nme

everything in their power to make that fjobjects were headed South, strung out

wish-thought a fact. Rational humans whe,
conceivably, might wish to compare notes
about events in the real world have not
the slightest chance to do so. Nowhere on
the face of the earth today is there a
<ingle publication (of any sigmficant cir-

culation) which is not dedicated to the ¥

perpetuation of some pipe dream. So
that in good sooth (for all practical pur-
poses) the United States of Dreamland
IS the reality, We, the people, have had
forced upon us a notoriously false and
scurrilous wood-pulp soul And what
the Devil do we do about it?

Suppose, for the sake of argument, that
the majority of the population were
ashamed of the picture of ourselves which
the papers send abroad. How would we
go about changing 1it?

The vast majonty of us knew that

- Pearl Harbor was a put-up-job, apreed

to by the 1.S Government expressly to
make the public “hysterical” (only at
that time the term was *war-minded”),
but what could we — and what did
we — do about it?

Wating letters to eduwors doesn’t do
any more good than wrting them to
Sants Claus Naihng their lies doesn't
stop the chain-effect the lies have set in
moting. Ne matter what percentage of
the public is aware of a published false-

H

[

 §object” had been seen at 7:00 p.m., same
"{date, by Glen E. Stewart and his wife, of

about 5 miles, remained in sight two
minutes, were certainly “separate units”-
and that “a (that 1s one) strange shiny

Pendleton,
The next day the Tribune gave the
size of the objects — ‘“as big as DC-4

passenger planes”, and added: June 28,
shortly after noon, nine objects flying
west over Kansas City, Mo, reported
by W. 1. Davenport, of K C
— “five or six weeks azo” un obiect
(that is one) alleged to have been seen
by Byron Savage, in Okla™oma City
(The Trnbune does not credit AP. but
attributes its information to *Special’.)

Savage saw what he saw “about dusk”.

The Oregon Journa! puts a DC-3 n
the air at the same time as Arnold and
the objects, but states: “The DC-3 pilot
reported nothing unusual 1 that particu-
lar remon at exactly that time.”

The Oakland (Cahf ) Tribune states
that ‘experts” scoff at the story. Just
what the scoffers were “expert” m is
not stated, perhaps at scoffing,

Witness number SEVEN was Mrs
Eima (or Emma) Shingler, Bremerton,
Wash Saw ‘shinv platters” twice m
past ten days. No number stated They
were headed NW,

v
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Things became 8o topsy=-turvy one stats of the unionﬁboastad
of po flying saucer sightings within ite boundries and that
made news., With'the aerial desperados at large driving the
military npts,people began to offer rewards for the capture
of one of fhe elusive discs. Amounts ran from a mere 3,000

%0 a even 1,000,000 dollars,

Fortean Society publication Doubt,#19, ocovering the months of
June, July, and August, 1947, was a memorable one for its

-

editor, Thayer. The saucers oconsumed nearly the whole issue.

,It was an awkward situlation since the Society under Thayer's

leadsrship had wandered a long way from Fort'q hypothesizing
about scout oraft from a celestial super-Rome. Anti-Wasserman
testers, Anti-viviéectioniste, Anti-vacoinationists, flat
earth adhersnts, and proponsts of universal disarmament, to
name 2 few, had all but taken over the pages of Doubt, yet the
big new seshkad distrubance was impossible to ignors so Thayer
gave in. However)Thayer introduced the flylng saucer issue
with an 800 word essay on the future intent and passed accompl-
ishments of the nation's newspape:gsatsnns to sell the Ameriocan
nhe belianed ;Thad™ wne
public various "pxpedreams”A?apitained by editors with wood-
pulp souls. Still Thayer's half hearted attempt to list and
very briefly maks a remark about each saucer -olipping

clogged the Fortean journal. Thayer ran out of stream 8nd room

after the 380th item. Such & collection! .For once Thayer ;.

Ial
un happly about some offbeat data and it kind of took the fun

out of things when he had to complete with the magazines Time

arnd Lifa. =0,

ey

That there had been a few speculations about space visitors

behind the disc nmystery never really thrilled Thayer; Shucks,
Thayer comment waggishly, the Fortsan Soolety already had onse
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member who claimed nightly conversations with the inhabitants
of the:planet Venus. |

Charles Fort's name turned up in highly friendly news dis-
patohes from Los Angeles to Scotland, and was also entertained
in various scientific strongholds which was one result Thayer
ocould not fault in the leasf; even by his own stern standards.

Thayer enjoyed the faot that he was one up on the newsservices.
He had checked his Fortean :éorespondenoe fils and came aéross
a gem, The extensive Fortean network had discovered and report-
ed on something sesn in the sky over Bombay, India. On June 7,
1947:mAbout 9:00,'s dazzing objeot emitting blue and red light,!
(was seen)...fifteen minutes later, another, only blue light.
'The latter was round in shape but accompanied by several small-
er ~sized ones." &’

Because no orgzanization ouﬁsgde the government existea to
provide a collection center for data and a forum for speculation
save the Fortean Society, Kenneth Arnold eventually applisd
for and recieved membership. Writing to Thayer, Arnold suggested
that the Society sponsor him on a lecture tour to help turn up
olues to the origin of the mystery objects, but Arnold encount-
ered Thayer's rapidly diminishing interest in the subjeot and
recisved a negativa'answer. Since by now, besides Tims and Life,

even the magazines Popular Science and The Saturday Evening

Post were putting out welcoming hands to the supposedly "dam-
ned" data as proper information to print, Thayer's initlal

lukewarm-enthusiasm for the mystery of the flying objects
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eooled more .and more. Though the Fortean Society had for over

a decade been a olearing house for outcasts, nothing in any

other category approached the volumne of flying saucer data

saturating the organization's mail. Thayer printed less and

lees about unexplained flying,.phénomena.ureturnigg the vacated

‘8pace to his favorite +theme of the perpetuation of dissent,

Later, in February 1948, . when'a .subdued publication like

’

the National Geographig diverted it's readers with an es@say

eteiiigent life on Mars, interplianet-

ary travel, and the poesibilty the Martians may be investigating

by a Yale professor about

18, Thayer really felt the Society was in danger of losing it's
rebellious Eéputatioﬁaifwij entertained any extraterrestial

matters which had suddenly become 8o familar and popular. Also,

y19#7

the seoond blg wave of saucer sightings on July put the

discéxgﬁrpage one. Saucer items that might have besn put on
page 35 or not even printed at all, o&ssa weggZ;S; on the tele-
type and, sho éd up in newspapers all over the oountry. Therefoc:a
Thayer was faced with the problem of printing old news,and there
is nothing deader than yesterday's n?fgiF}he July, 1947.flap -

o
firmly established.the flying saucers as part of the American

scens. Novelists and movie producers were attracted and soon
would make the discs a commersial fad of sorts, "Fhough #he
mercantile interests and fiotion buffs would greatly damage
the saucer?s solentifioc respectibiltiy, the unexplained flying
object.: subject had already achisved the momentum 1t needed
to got along without being championed by the‘Forteanﬁéociéf§.
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-A pasaing'nots should be made of the first recorded encounter
\
case having to do with UFOs. On July 9, .1947, the following

account appeared in The Nashville Tennessean:

-

"Meanwhile as newspaper office tslephone ocalls on this
latest form of mid -summer mednsss multiply, it's obvious
that the subjsct is getting a grip on people.

One man, apparently perfectly sans and sober, wrote the
editor of the Nashville Tennessean & long, interesting ‘
letter about his brush with a couple of Men from Mars on a
nearby flying field.

The strange little men, 'all heads and arms and legs, and
glowing llke fireflies,! landed and alighted from a flying
saucer as he drove along a highway, the man wrots.

The man from Nashville and the jien from Mars exchanged
greetings (in sign language) and the saucer finally took
off in a ocloud of dust, so the letter 8ay8.® o

e i A b — o ——— e radl bt o o B

. The East Ore~onian, on July 12, 1947, mentioned that the now

famous Xenneth Arnold had returned to Psndleton for a short
visit and that the nawspaper had sent a reporter to ask for a

comment, Arndfid tolé ah East Oregonian representive that if

the military couldn't shed any light on the flying saucer

mystery, then the only alternative was that the unknewn flying
objects must be from outer spacse. 5.

Y —
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Three wesks went by before the Army Air Force# military intell=-
igence pald a visit to Arnold's home in Boise, Idaho, to ask
questions about‘the flyer's Mount Rainier sigthing. It was not

c¢lear why it took so long for military intelligence to get . -

around to talking to Arnold , put acoording to Arnold account
of the visit the military officiers gave the impression they
knew what they were after. The intelligence men took down an
official statement of Arnold's Qighting and then shifted thouéh
the huge pile of mail the flyer had recieved from all over the
country. Arnold thought it was significant that the military
investigators picked out inquiries by "organizations and
societies" and generall& ignored the rest. Before leaving the
intelligence men .told Arnold that if he:"...needed help..."or
?...anything unvsual took place..." ne should contaot their

B et et o n (.

office at once ana'not to tell anyone elge.B®.

po—— %

On July 17th, Arnold turned ugrggéin in Pendleton where he
gave lecture in the VFW hall on the subject of the flying discs.
He told the assembled croxd the discs may utilize nuclear
energy and then brought up R. DPeWitt Miller's book of Coronet
articals that Wslter 7Winchell had mentioned over the air. At
this point he revealed the six hour interview the previous
woeckend he had granted to military intelligence., The most

interesting thing Arnold mentioned was that the Army Air Force

- had known about the flying objeots since~Apr11 of 19§7t6?:

#The United States Air Force dropped the word:"Army" and
became a separate branch of the Defense establishment under

the Unifiocation Act of July 26, 1947,
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Later, at th@\July, Arnold was contacted by some alledged

4f1ying sauger witnesses who summoned him to Tacoma, Washington

ke
to inspeqt some 'fragments they claimed had droprped from a

hovering djsc. The story of finding pieces of & disc turned

out to.be & hoax,but the. reaction of military intelligence

was revealing.

Arnold phoned Hamilton Field, California, and asked to talk
to one of the intelligence officers that interviewed him g
severxdl weeks before. The Bosie flyer told the intelligence

m 'Y 4 ¥ Y <
offioerfﬁhat he was'nt sure if someone” was pulling his leg or
not since the alledged saucer metal looked more like lava rock
than anything else, The 1ntelligence officsr reaction was !
immediate. 'The military expert said he would be in Tacoma to
see Arnold and the samples right away! '

When the slag-like fragmente were ohown to the two intelligence

+hy Axoe B v Y SR Aoy
officers aftarﬂthey made a quick flight up north in & B-25, the

military men lost all interest in samples and told Armold he

L.
had indeed been Bmmn fooled by a practical joker. A profescor of

chemistry of the College of Puget Sound later conducted some
laboratory tests and verified the quick judgement of the intéell-

génce q;ficers. The material was:¥,..common ordinary smelter

.

slag.” A few unasked questions remain however. Did the intell-
gence offiéiera expect slag-like material? And,were the intell-
igence officiers so well briefed they could wmade a judgement

by sight? COuld the officiers have been aware of reports of
auL 2 NIV VeY AN
the slag-like material found in areas. /rwhusa»the 1946 ghost
ke
rockets were,to have exploded?

Their ocuriosity satisfied, the .military representives excused
themselves and then left for the city alrport, but,mot before

;QIU‘ ne
having & few pleces of the hoax matsrizl pressed on by Arnold
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a8 souvenirs, Less than a hglf an hour after taking off Tacoma

R

the B-25 the intelligence officiers were flying caught fire

and orashed, killing both men. The local newspaper which knew

of the meeting between Arnold and ﬁmilifary intelligence

spashed & big headline that read:!®"WRECKED BOMBER CARRIED DISC
' SECRET", 7°-

Nothing mysterious about the cause of. the mishep &wsn turned .

-~ up in a subsequent investigation, yet,Fouwwiskiw, the eura of -

. &~ errie sensationalism surrounding the subject of unidentified
flying objects was greatly enhanced. ‘: -
Behind the doors at Air 39;99 intelligence at Lzyton -thinge
were not much better. According to the menoirs of a former Air

Forqg intelligence officier, Edward Ruppelt, who inspacted old

files at Wright Field, Ohio, intelligence headquarters there was

71. | o

at that moment confused to point.of panic.

sy

r'd v e S
)

- P
’ . - s e [ - e A-:ul-

heédedﬁeir Force Intelligence's -
UFO investigation for'se;eral years in the early 1950s. Ruppelt
““authored what is almost universally accepted as one qf the
most important books on UFOs ever writteniThe Report on Unident-
ified Flying Objects (Doubleday and Company,1956). ‘
Ruppelt's book is seemingly unbiased, but he still omitted or
glossed oveg{conéiderable number 3§Tdetails favoring the extra-
terrestial hypothesis. When Ruppei%%gﬁded some gdd;tional chap-
’ters to his‘omginal book ,in arrevised edition,which attacked
the sextraterrestial theory vigorously without new evidence,
many students of UFQ subject began to have sscond thoughts

about. Ruppelt'!s objectivity.
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One of Kenneth Arnold's last appearances in print during

. _
the hectic year of 1947 was when he was interviewed by a

reporter from the Denver(Colorado) Post on July 22th:

-

"Arnold was first to give an syewitness account of the
. disks and *'It's upset the whole routine of my life' he

complains.

'It's not funny to me,* said-Arnold, on & business trip
to Denver Tuesday. - y

'I don't read Popular Science or Startling Comios, I
don't know anything about atomic fission. I don't know
what 1t was I saw,.All.I know is that I saw nine objects
that performed like airoraft, travsling at tremendous
speed.

p'I have a wife and two children and a littls business
up in Boise and I'm not looking for publiocity. If I had
known what a fuss it was going to stir up, I probably
would never have sald anything about the disks. But it
makes mne sretty sore to have people say I'm imagining

8

ese (thing " —72

- S
¢ o - N

footnote continued: . .

- T e R

- apmma T - T

Keep in mind that American Intelllgenoé learned many of its
tricks from the British. Ralph Ingersoll, in his book:Top
Seoret, on page 71, (this book has nothing to do with UFOs)
makes the following observation on the rnakhirdas of the Intell-
igenoce experts that might apply to Ruppelt's writings:®"British
Intelligence operates on the sound and ingeni&ua principle that
the best wéy t0 keep a sdoret is to reveal 90 .per cent of it in
such a way that your Opponé%s believe they have the whole story.

When your opponents believe they have the whole story, they are,

Y

persuaded %o relax, to be content with what they haves and pry

no further." - . . e e
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Before we leave the months of June and July, 1947, & few notes
should be mentioned concerning the assertion made all too often

in books, magazihes articals, and newspaper dtories dealing
U yeare 1747
with the subject of unidentified flying objects)since %he&—%émgﬂ

that have blamed Kerneth Arnold for "starting a craze", as if

the aerial mystery has been just an American pyshological
A Leenarde asints mavinlire-

phenomenon. As we have learned,there is swamy reasonsto believe
taxt imstesd the phenomena is pot just American and/or of ‘
recent origin, Junejri947 8inply marks the date the American
press first discovered the riddle,.its full scope and many
implications,

We have already dealt at lenght with what had happened .out-

4

side the United States before 1947, but let's take a look at
the following items that turned up on the American newswires
just during thse months of June and Jui&, 19472

‘June 26th:

tLondon +=Recurring reports of a midnight 'ghost
plane® swooping out of the east at tremendous speed
gave the British press a sensational aviatlion mystery,
but the royal alr force, while admitting the whole
thing was 'slightly mysterious'! refused to get ex-
cited.

Eyewitness accounts said the mystery oraft, first
plot ted by radar early in January, zooms over the east
Anglia coast --as though it came from the continent
-=-and disappears inland at a speed of 400 miles per

" hour or more.

What 18 even odder is that the plane never has been
seen making the return journey from England to the
continent. RAF night fighters have tried.regularly.to
intercept the 'ghost plane! but so far have besn un-
successful.

'Radar has plotted some strange things in its time,
from children's kits and raindrops to formations of
geese, but it surely never plotted a stranger.thing
than this, 'sald the YJorkshire Post... "73




p.279
July 7the

USomething was, seen in the sky over Stockholm as reported
in tae newspaper Aftonbladet as that city continued to be
haunted by "rocket ghosts".\'74,

July 8&th:

Denver (AP) ® --A Denver Belgian war bride, Mrs. Terry
Cagley, finds the flying saucers no novelty.

She sald that she saw disks many times before leaving
Belgium in April to come to the United States to marry .
Cagley. She said thousands of others in Belgium saw
then.

Mre. Cagley said that when she lefit her homeland the
disks were still in evidence and had not besn explained.® 75

July 9th:

Teheran (AP) * --The flying saucer fever spread to Iran
today.

Press reports from Zabool, Shosef, and Sarbisheh near
the Afghan frontier said residents there had observed
strange 'starlike bodies! in tae skxy whioch exploded
loudly, leaving a cloud of smoke.

The newspaper Mehri Iran said the objects apparently
had something to 40 with a secret weapon, which 1t
dubted 'V-20' *, 16,

July 13th: ‘

#Paris (AP) -~The newspaper Parisien Libere said today
tnat a resident of Le Mans, a French town 100 miles:
southwest of Paris, reported thnat yesterday morning
he had sesn two !'strangely shaped! things 'which he
thought were 'flying saucers!,

The paper quoted the man as saying the taings ‘'were
flying noiselessly westward' at a height of about
2,500 feet, and were of a 'greenish-gray' color. He
added that they 'vanished behind the clouds leaving

-a trail of smoke behind them.' " 77

- -

" July 1htha:

-

“ e O P . SN Sopmsncin,

"Shanghai -(AP)...North China news agency said crowis
of Chinese near the summer palace in Peiping's suburbs
reported seeing 'an enormous saucer emitting bright
beams in all directions and dazzling the eyes of all
who saw it." 7%
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Mr. Johnson, the aviation editor of the Boise, Ideho, Idaho
Statssman, had taken an immediate interest in the flying saucer
nystery and even ;onducted an aerial ssarch for the unsexplained
objects on July 2nd. He invided Kenneth Arnold of Boias to
join him in spending the day aloft in Johnson's private plane
orulsing the sky near the atomio research Qenxer at Hanfoxd,
Washington. If Johnson had taken to the air a couple of days
later on the 4th, he might have been more sucessful, as it was
July 2th was on® of :biggest lulls in UFO activity during the
saucer flap.

On July 9th, Mr. Johnson went ﬁp again. This time he sighted
a dark, disk -like object manosuvering among the clouds over
Anderson ranch dam near Boisa. Hé took an estimated 10 feet of
movie film of the object, but sinces the object was small<and
somse distance away, little could be seen on the film when it

79

was devasloped.

- EREY -

mansaged on Névember 23, 1947, to cbtain some in-
Con.clim st
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teresting news from the ship 85 Ticondarogaﬁwamab a UFO sight- =

ing that took place at sea. About two weeks bvefore the tanker‘
Tigonderoga had been sailing 25 miles off the Pacific coast
almost directly wast of the mouth of the Columbia river when
two large disk-shaped objects came’into ‘view flying on a
southwestly course., Witnesses aboard the tanker estimated the
objects werg rqgnd disks about 35 feet aoross and trailing

B0-foot illuminous streaks behind:thaem. 8o -
Johnson immediatly phoned an important Alr Force intelligenoce
officier he'kneg%to forward the Ticonderoga report. The officer

was glad to hear about the case and assured Mr. Johnson that

b

-3
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orders to investigate the UFO problem:ﬁunnugﬁ%; had just come
<:> down from the highest of ficial level(On September 23, 1947,

ATIC at Wrightﬂgieig had submitted a report to Air Force Chief
of Staff,General \Vandenburg,which was favorable to the idea
that the flying‘saucers were somsthing real. General Vandenburg

then issued orders establishing a formal investigation which

was given the aodename:Sign.e-"“ ). ‘

During the conversation with the Air Forve intelligence officer,
Dave Johnson happened to mentioned somethling about an odd
meteor seen over southern Idaho. A large bluegzgibredﬂﬁolide"gad,@uvu
”ﬁ%&a over Idaho and apparently ﬁuxned itself out singcs.it
quiockly vanished, but it left-an:unusual luminescent smoke

trail that persisted for 'some time. The Air Force officier was
Wil "tk MR Alptnfy .
fasinatedAto Johnson's surprise,and expressed an opinion that

fﬂx)o “. 821
; the blue object was not the meteor it may have appearsed to be.

Why? The officer, unfortunately, didn't say.

By a cbinoidence perhaps, astronomers at Harvard, Dr

Menzel's hangout, were quite active in their concern about
h

meteors or meteor-like activity. Tiffany Thayer wrots:

"In its issue of 12-18-47...the Provincetown(Mass.)
Advocats printed an appeal from Harvard to Cape resid-
: ets, for data relating to a 'fireball' which Harlan J.
, Bwith(Dept of Astro) had reason to belisve flashed
aoroes the sky 'about’'l00 miles east of Provincetown
and at an estimated height of 80 miles,' about 3:00
A.M. Nov, 22...'Harvard obsevers express disappohtment
because they missed practically all: of the show. They
were working inside at the time and came out in time
to see only the remains. A rature faint, pale-wzhite
streak about as wide as the moon and ten times as long
was noticed; it persisted for about 20 minutes, enabling
a couple of good time exposures to be taken of it, but
- was shrinking all the while, and finally disappeared.!
<:3 For a variety of reasons the observers wers able to
elinminate clouds, aurora, and man-mads objects as pro-
bable causss, leaving a meteorio origin as the most
likely explanation." 7z



p.282

Ci—L l«%l/‘.;w-’t‘
From witnesseséifscrgﬁions from '/  eources the strange
-~ vy ). .
{<:j aerial displayhgould have hardly gualified as a natural meteor,-

though the phenomsnoh resembled the remarkable green firsvalls

that would be reported in the American southwest a year later

and that would‘be official desmed of "natural origin".
According to detailed reports from sources otasr than ir.

Johnson, more than ons "metsor" had been spotted'over Idaho.‘
A militery cargo plane had been flying at 11,000 feet atovs
Walla, Walla, Washington when a bright flash startled the

pilot. Ths light came up from belos the aircraft, appéag?ig

to just misa the nose 6f the A&my'transport as it zipped by. The

kpilot may aavs been nistaksn by the nearness of the object'!s -
passags, for the source of the light ~vas an intenas blue-graen
ball of firs. The firey sphers flesw out of gight on an upward

e slant, Hardly tventy mintues latsr, thrae otﬁer airoraft over
southern Idaho sighted the sawe object or one very nearly liks
it. Glowing with & brilliant blue-gresn light, a large firsy
ball zoomed across the sky on a horizontal flightpath, leaving

a {rail of green smoke estimated to have been four miles in
© lenght. Ona pilot oounfeassed he had bsen frigihten out of his
#1ts by the encounter, B4. - '

Yet another uncomforable aerial encounter haa-oocurred much
earlier on July 28th when the disk flap was at 1ts height. A
United Air Lines flight 105 piloted by Captain Charles F.

. Gibian and First Officer.Jack Harvey had just started its
approach to Boiss airport aﬁd was.at about 9,000 feet sltitude
Y near Mountain Home, Idaho, —when a disk-like objsct was spotted
dead ahead of the airliner. The object sped directly at the

. b g
plane, but at the lagt second, turned and racsd away. % ©
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After many weeks of nothing in the gapers on the subject of
unexplained aerial phenomenon, an itomAappeared on.the
Associated Press newswire datgd Dessmber 22, 1947. Tiffany
Thayer mentioned the item in Doubt,quoting Congressman Harris
Ellsworth of Oregon,who told the newsmedia that:"...he has ‘
received reliable information concerning the development of
high-velocity missiles by Soviet Soientists." The AP artlole
was titled:"Mystery of Flying Disks Again Linked to Russia." 5.

At the end of December, 19&7, the American Assoclation for
the Advancement of Science held ite annual winter meeting.
During the opening sessiomns, Dr.c.0:Wylie of the University of
Iowa read a paper to the hunderds of scisntists im the astron-
omy section. The profeassor proposed that a "sky patrol" bs
established to check on unexplaine& phenomenon taking place
in the atmosphere. Dr. Wylie made a logical ocase for his
proposal, so logical that it puxé & strain on one's imagina~
tion to believe that the U,S, governmental scientists hada't
considersd the same thing back in August of 1946,

Dr. Wylie said: . '

" ', ..in these days of international tension our country
8hould have a means of recognizing promptly authentic

reports of V=2 bombs, hifh speed planes, or bomb-carrying
balloon seen in the air!

‘The present failure of socientific men to explain
promptly and accurately flaming objects seen over several
states, flying saucers, and other celestial phenomena which
arouse national intest, .is causing the public to lose con-
fidence in the intellectual ability of scholars,! he wvent
on. 'The mass hysteria in simple, but unexplained, pheno-
mena is bad for the morale of the country. Many of these
reports refer to detonating and stone-dropping meteors,
and information on these should be of great value to
astronomy. *" 87
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Urging;that his "esky patrol" cover the entire United Statss on

& year around basis, Dr. Wylie stated further that:

"1The, pressnt national polidy is to ignore reporis of
objects ssen in the heavens. Therz is no provision for
finding/ the real facts back of "these reports. We believe
that our citizens have plenty of real troubles without
adding the burden of imagirnary dangérs, and that in these
daye ofjroLot planes and atomic bombvers nsither individ-
.uale ogtcom@un;ties should be alloved to get hyster:al
becguseiof our faillure to explain some simple phenomencon

well known to us..." §&.

]

'Beside% the unsettling idea that the unexplained flying l
objects might possibly be craft from another world, there was
another %eason officialsmight ——2> be giving the impression
that the% were ignoring the logic of Dr. Wylie propééals. Thig:
was the énsettling fact that three Swedish flyers had died:

under suspicious circumstances.
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Chapter Notes

1.)In April, 1967, soms interesting information appeared in the

Soviet preasl Frank Edwards, in his book: Flyving Saucers- Herse

and Now(Lyle Stuart, Inc., 1967) summed up the remarkable Russ-
ian disclosure on page 152 of the volumne. The part that con-

cerns us reads:

"Dr. Felix Zigel, an astronomer who has been connectéd
with the Soviet space work for years, said in a magazine
article in Xoscow that Soviet radars have been tracking
UFOs for the past twenty years and that the Soviet scisn-
tiste are as puzzled by the phenomena as their counter-
parts in the United States.

He also revealed that in the sarly years of the UFO
provlem, 1946-1950, the Russians suspscted that they
might be some sort of U.S. secret desvice, at the same
tiwe that we suspected that they might have been Russian.”

2.)1I% might not mean anything, but when Dr. Walter Orr Roberts,
superintendent of the high altitude obvservatory of Harvard and
Colorado, was attending a meeting in New Mexico at the time the
flying saucer furor peaked in early July, 1947, someone else

was in the same area, In his book:Flying Saucers, on pagse 3,

Dr. Donald Menzel told his readers:"My studles of the sun take
me frequentl§ to Colorado and New Mexico, and I was at the
Holloman Air Base, near Alamogordo, New Mexico, at the height
of the flying saucer scare.”

Dr. Orr and Dr. Menzel must have known each other. Werse they
both at the meeting of Los Alamo officlals, and did the gather-
ing confrn the flying disks?

3.)The newspapers were 80 stirred up by the aerial myatery
during the summer of 1947 that even Meade Layne managed to gain

some notice on July 6th in a dispatch by United Press. Just
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below a comment by & unnamed Atomic Energy Commission spokesman,
who sald he would believe in the disks only when he sees them,
United Press noted:"A San Diego editor of an occult magazine
said the disc; were space ships from Mars",

On July 13, 1947 Layne sent out a postcard to all BSRA mexbers,
passing along the opinion of & gentleman identified only as
"FGH", who claimed that the sauosrs belonged:"...to an old
Atlantean Arcane Order, which has held them in caches; theif

present mobilization if for trial and for training:of . corews;

© thay will be used for emergency rescue oraft and EP gather key
el

personel and material. They have gravity control,ﬂa_speed up
to 4000 mi./ hr. above the atmosphere. They become invisible
by bending the light rays around them, and ars invulnerables to
attack by our own forces." Layne then added his own comment:
"This differs in many respects from the information previously
given you by RR(Round Robin) and FR(Flying Roll)service, and
time will establish the true facts. We also have alleged info.
to the effect that government authorities have ordered a shut-
down on all news concerning these craft. They are also reported
over Japan and parts of Europs."

Remarkably enough, Edward Ruppelti's memoire. confirms Layne's
statement about csnsorship on the saucers being imposed by thse
government in July,<though there is no evidence such a blackout
extended beyond governmental public relations departments.

Meads Layne and his borderlander group could have developed
the extraterrestial hypothesis much more fully than they did.
In later years thers was eﬁough written on the aliens from -
space theory to fill dozens of volumnes, however Layne threvw
away his big headstart. In a way, it was Layne's headstart that
proved his undoing,as he seemed to have been tc be under the

spell of Mark Probeft from the beginning and never quite shook
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0off the fellow's influence. Just five days after the Kenneth
Arnold newsstory appeared in the newspapers(June 29th), Probert
notified Layne that a spirit named "Lingford" had contacted

him during s seance. This "trance control® was alledgedly to
have informed Probert about an etheric world and the inhabitants
thereof, suggesting that the 1946 "Kareeta" craft and the flying
saucers were flying ships from an etherlioc plane of exigtencs.
Layne became highly interested and later —wrote the book: The
Ether Ship Mystery and its Solution(1950). The ether ship idea

never caught the public's fancy and the episode remains to this

day an obscure footnote to the evemts of the summer of 1947.

4.) Apparently there was more UFO activity over Arizona during
the summer of 1947 than has been indicated by books and other
sources devoted to the period. Aocording to UFO researcher

Coral Lorenzen, quite a fev reports turned up in the newspapers
in Arizonalthe Bistee Review and the Douglas Dispatch. It was
stated in the forementioned newxspapsrs that small flying discs
appeared over Douglas on July 8th, 10th, and llth. HMoreover,
late in July some twenty-five witnesses watched as a strange
objeot carrying lights flev rapidly in a great circular path

in the sky over Douglas. The object repeated this manuver ten
tiwes (a remarkable sighting in regards to lenght of time) bsfore
zipping over the horizon. UFO sightings also occurred a little
east of Tucson on July Sth,“Yuma and Nogales, Arizona, register-
ed sightings on the 9th. For more information consult the book:

Flying Saucers:The Startling Evidence of the Invasion from Outer

Space, by Coral E. Lorenzen{(Signet, 1966).





